
 
Calvary Chapel Bible Fellowship has been distributing Christmas 
Shoe Boxes to overseas ministries since 2001. The idea was 
birthed from Operation Christmas Shoe Box with Samaritans 
Purse. The thought was, rather than having generic shoe boxes 
created for a boy or girl in a certain age range, to instead work 
with local ministries the church was connected with to create 
Christmas Shoe Boxes for specific children. The local ministries 
would collect the names, ages, gender, and picture of all the kids 
who would receive the gifts. Then people at church would get to 
choose which child they would like to fill up a Christmas Shoe 
Boxes for!  

The first ministry that the church worked with was Toledo 
Christians Academy in Punta Gorda, Belize. The ministry there was 
staffed by the former Children’s ministry pastor of CCBF. Then in 
2004, the church began to support an orphanage in Bacolod, 
Philippines. That same year, they began sending Christmas Shoe 
Boxes to the over 150 kids at the orphanage. As the outreach 
began to blossom several years later, the decision was made to 
begin reaching out to Colina da Luz in Mexico and SImbahan sa 
Bukid in the Philippines. When typhoon Yolanda devastated the 
eastern Philippine islands in 2014, the church in Himamaylan became the base of operations to reach out to some 
of the affected communities. As part of that outreach, CCBF began to send Christmas Shoe Boxes to the city of 
Ormoc on the island of Leyte as well. Then in 2016, the outreach expanded again to include a local public school 
that was connected to the ministry in Himamaylan.  

In 2019, for the first time, the Christmas Shoe Boxes outreach was 
expanded to include additional Calvary Chapels. Calvary Chapel 
Dickinson, ND - Calvary Chapel Iwakuni, Japan - and Grace Bible 
Fellowship in Franklin, NH, all joined in to give Christmas Shoe 
Boxes to even more children in the Philippines. They were able to 
pick up additional schools in the Philippines. As a result the total 
number of shoe boxes distributed has grown to nearly 1000! 
 

As part of distributing the boxes to the kids, we also make sure to 
tell them about the greatest gift of all! We have a few volunteers 
come up and try to jump a short distance - all of them are able to 
make it and are given a prize. Then we offer one final BIG prize to 
any kid who can jump clear across the stage. Of course no one can 
make the jump, but the last kids who tries,  we have some one 
come up from behind and pick them up and carry them across the 
stage! The picture is powerful. We cannot get to heaven and get 
the prize of salvation on our own, but Jesus can carry us if we are 
willing to put our faith in Him! 

- David and Jen
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