
  Isaiah 43:19 “Behold, I will do a new thing, Now it shall spring forth; 
Shall you not know it? I will even make a road in the wilderness and rivers in 
the desert.” 

This is the verse that God used to call me to New Hampshire back in 2005. It 
has been a long road with many missteps along the way, withJonah 
moments and wilderness wanderings that taught hard, painful lessons.  

All of that time has led up to, and prepared us for the last couple of years, 
where churches were forced to close by government mandates. Choices had 
to be made about what God was telling us to do with church and the very 
important command of fellowship (It is in our name after all).  
The elders met, and after a six week virtual train wreck, we ended it. It was 
time to come back together. On Sunday May 10th, 2020, we opened the 
doors, and in faith, took a step. We didn't know what the authorities would 
do, but we stepped out. I think eyes were blinded to the strange 

phenomenon of seeing so many cars in a parking lot at once after a month of it sitting empty.  

I wish I could say that there were no bumps in the road, but there were some. A few people left, citing Romans 13. 
Ironically the text in our verse by verse study that same morning was 1 Peter 2:11-25 (Submission to Government). 
Some left because they thought we should remove people who didn't wear masks, or we should force everyone to 
wear them. These were sad goodbyes, but I wasn't quite expecting what God was about to do.  
While we opened the doors, many churches stayed shuttered and people were hungry to hear the teaching of the 
Word of God. While bumps are painful,  the smoothing out process is what is needed to make a road in the 
wilderness (Isaiah 43:19). We have experienced a wellspring of growth in the last two years as people who would 
have never left their churches, ventured out and discovered a place where the Word of God is taught and lived. We 
have had growth in numbers, but the real growth has been in the people. People’s lives stretched to the breaking 
point with the world, and people turning to God in things they never knew they needed to come to Him for.  

We now have a new problem. We have no room for all the people and no parking for their cars. We have two 
services and really are unable to have a third due to praise team needs. We are looking for property to buy or lease 
and will likely have to take another stretching step of faith since prices are not getting any lower. What a great 
problem to have!  

God is raising up servants in the body and we have some Acts-like church fellowship happening. We have seen God 
raise up another man from our midst to join the Elder/Pastor team which has been a long 

time answered prayer. We will soon have four of us on site, and 
two out of state/country. There are people being the hands and 
feet of the church and it is a real blessing to see what God is 
doing.  

We miss seeing all of you for the annual Missions Sunday and 
look forward to seeing you all again! Please keep us in your 
prayers.  

- Jay & Jodie Runyon 

Grace Bible Fellowship - Franklin, NH
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