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CALVARY CHAPEL BIBLE COLLEGE
THE BOOK OF PSALMS
PSALMS is a title derived from the Greek psalmos, denoting a poem sung to the
accompaniment of musical instruments. The Hebrew title for the book was Sepher
Tehillim, meaning Book of Praises. This word occurs in the New Testament in:
1 Corinthians 14:26
How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a
doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all things be done
unto edifying.
Ephesians 5:19
Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making
melody in your heart to the Lord;
Colossians 3:16
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the
Lord.
The Hebrew title for the Book of Psalms is tehillim, meaning "praises." This is certainly a
fitting title because of the preponderance of the element of praise throughout the book.
The Hebrew Old Writings (Old Testament) consists of three major divisions: The
Law, the Prophets, and the Writings.
The importance of the Psalter is evidenced by the fact that it stands as the first book in
the Writings and apparently could be used to designate the entire division.
The Book of Psalms, the hymnal of the Jewish people, is the Old Testament book most
frequently quoted in the New Testament.
Luke 24:44
44
And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was
yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses,
and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me.
Luke 20:42
42
And David himself saith in the book of Psalms, The LORD said unto my Lord,
Sit thou on my right hand,
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Acts 1:20
20
For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be desolate, and let no
man dwell therein: and his bishoprick let another take.
The Book of Psalms was compiled in the Fifth Century B.C.: The psalms, of course,
were originally individual poems. With the passing of time these were collected to form
smaller books. The Book of Psalms in its present form comprises five of these smaller
books . The earliest known individual psalm is that of Moses (Ps. 90); the latest is
probably Psalm 137, which could not have been written before the sixth century B.C.
Though most of the psalms were written and collected during the Davidic era, 10 Century
B.C., or shortly thereafter, the final compilation of Psalms was probably not complete
until the latter half of the fifth century B.C., during the time of Ezra and Nehemiah (450425 B.C.).
AUTHOR(S): David and Others:
No other book of the Bible has as many different authors as does Psalms.
Seventy-seven psalms are attributed to David in the superscriptions . Psalm 2 is ascribed
to David in Acts 4:25; Psalm 95 is attributed to him in Hebrews 4:7.
The Septuagint (the Greek translation of the Hebrew Old Testament, 275-150 B.C.) adds
David's name to an additional fifteen psalms not so designated in the Hebrew text.
David was truly the "sweet psalmist of Israel".
2 Samuel 23:1
Now these be the last words of David. David the son of Jesse said, and the man who was
raised up on high, the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the sweet psalmist of Israel,
said,
There are 186 quotations from the entire Book of Psalms in the N.T. writings.
The longest chapter in the bible is Psalm 119. The shortest Psalm 117.
The exact middle of your bible falls on Psalm 117.
The Psalms have a wonderful capacity to capture the reality of our human
experience. Composed by numerous authors, the various psalms express the emotions,
personal feelings, attitudes, gratitude, and interests of the average individual. Universally,
people have identified their lot in life with that of the psalmists.”
In every experience of our own, no matter how deep the pain or how great the
frustration or how exhilarating the joy, we can find psalms which echo our inmost
being; psalms which God uses to bring comfort or to confirm release.
The psalms were used in public worship in Israel, as well as for private devotions.
They show us how intimate and free our relationship with God can be, as we share every
thought and feeling with Him.

LITERARY FEATURES: The poetry of the Psalms is unsurpassed.
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The one characteristic of Hebrew poetry most evident is parallelism, the relationship of
one line or verse to another. Not based on rhyme or rhythm.
Four of the most important types of Hebrew parallelism are:
(1) synonymous parallelism, in which the second line of a couplet repeats the idea of the
first line (3:1; 24:1);
Psalm 3:1
LORD, how are they increased that trouble me! many are they that rise up against me.
Psalm 24:1
The earth is the LORD's, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.
Psalm 2:4
He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision.
(2) antithetic parallelism, in which the thought of the second line is contrasted with that
of the first line (1:6; 90:6);
Psalm 1:6
For the LORD knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall
perish.
Psalm 90:6
In the morning it flourisheth, and groweth up; in the evening it is cut down, and
withereth.
Psalm 34:10
The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they that seek the LORD shall not
want any good thing.
(3) synthetic parallelism, in which the second line is a further development of the
thought begun in the first line (1:1; 19:7); and
Psalm 1:1
Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the
way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.
Psalm 19:7
The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is
sure, making wise the simple.
(4) emblematic parallelism, in which the second line illustrates the thought of the first
line, often by a simile (42:1).

3

Psalm 42:1
As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God.
When reading the Psalms or any other Hebrew poetry, it is important to be aware of
parallelism. Our understanding of the text, and our interpretation of it, hinges on sensing
this thought pattern. The word parallelism in literature means the deliberate
repetition of particular words or sentence structures for effect.
Let’s use Psalm 1 as an example to illustrate parallelism.
Psalm 1
1. Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in
the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.
(Synthetic , second line develops the thought in the first line)
2

But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and
night.
(Synonymous , second line repeats the idea of the first line)
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And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his
fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall
prosper.
Synthetic
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The ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away.
Synthetic
5 Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the
congregation of the righteous.
Synthetic
6 For the LORD knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall
perish.
(Antithetical , the second line contrasts the thought of the first line)
Rhythm. In the original text there are accent marks, which indicate stress to be placed
on words and phrases. But this rhythm is not metrical, and it cannot be distinguished
in English translations.
Figures of speech. Hebrew poetry, like the Hebrew language itself, uses vivid
images, similes, and metaphors to communicate thoughts and feelings. These, like
parallelism, are easily translated into other languages, even though at times idiomatic
uses may be obscure.
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In reading Hebrew poetry then, and especially in reading the Psalms, we need to be
sensitive to these literary distinctives. We need to be aware of the role of repetition
and imagery in the Psalms, and discover their meaning in these characteristics.
Nine psalms are alphabetical or acrostic (Ps. 9; 10; 25; 34; 37; 111; 112; 119; 145).
In acrostic psalms each successive line or group of lines begins with the successive letters
of the Hebrew alphabet A equals Alef, B equals Bet, C equals Vet and so on. Like our
A,B,C etc., only using the Hebrew alphabet.
The classic example of an acrostic poem is Psalm 119, in which each of the eight
verses in a given stanza begins with the same letter.
There are editorial titles or superscriptions for all except thirty-four psalms. In the
Hebrew text, these superscriptions are normally reckoned as the first verses of the
psalms; whereas in the English Bible they are looked upon as introductions.
The superscriptions include:
(1) technical names which designate the type of psalm,
(2) musical terms,
(3) hymn tunes,
(4) liturgical notations, and
(5) historical information.
The following expressions occur often in the Psalms:
Selah:
May mean Pause, Crescendo (increase or swell) or Musical Interlude
(intermission) also means “to lift up” or “make prominent”
Maskil:
Possibly, Contemplative(reflective) or Didactic,(instructive) or Skillful Psalm
Mikhtam: Possibly, Epigrammatic (brief or to the point) Poem, or Atonement
(redemption) Psalm
Sheol:
The nether (beneath) world
Themes of the Psalms.
While the books of Psalms are not organized by topics but by the era they were added
to the official collection, the Psalms do show a number of repeated themes. So we can
classify some psalms by their content.
Here are some of the major types of themes
*Praise psalms.
These focus on the person of God and praise Him by describing His nature or His
qualities. This type of psalm is illustrated by Psalm 103.
Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise His holy
name. Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits. He
forgives all my sins and heals all my diseases; He redeems my life from
the pit and crowns me with love and compassion.
Psalm 103:1-4
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*Historical psalms.
These review God’s dealings with His people. Illustrations are Psalm 78.
In spite of all this, they kept on sinning; in spite of His wonders, they
did not believe. So He ended their days in futility and their years in terror.
Psalm 78:32-33
*Relational psalms.
These psalms explore the personal relationship which exists between God and the
believer. They are illustrated by Psalm 16
Keep me safe, O God, for in You I take refuge. I said to the Lord,
“You are my Lord; apart from You I have no good thing.”
Psalm 16:1-2
*Imprecatory psalms.
These are psalms in which the worshiper calls on God to overthrow the wicked.
Among them is Psalms 35. They contain such expressions as:
May those who seek my life be disgraced and put to shame; may those
who plot my ruin be turned back in dismay. May they be like chaff before
the wind, with the angel of the Lord driving them away.
Psalm 35:4-5
*Penitential psalms.
In these the psalmist expresses sorrow over his failures and confesses his sins to God.
Examples are found in Psalms 6. They contain expressions like:
O Lord, do not rebuke me in Your anger or discipline me in Your wrath. Be
merciful to me, Lord, for I am faint; O Lord, heal me, for my bones are in agony.
My soul is in anguish. How long, O Lord, how long Psalm 6:1-3
*Messianic psalms.
These psalms refer in some way to Christ, who is to come from David’s family line.
Many such psalms are indicated by references in the New Testament. Psalms which the
New Testament indicates refer to Christ are Psalms 2, 8, 16, 22, 40, 45, 69, 72, 89, 102,
109–110, and 132. Others also may have messianic elements or make prophetic
references.
*Liturgical psalms.
These are psalms which were used in Israel’s worship at specific times of the year or
on special occasions. While most of the psalms were used in public worship, these are
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linked with such events as coming up to Jerusalem for one of the annual festivals.
Liturgical psalms may be illustrated by Psalms 30 (used in the dedication of the temple),
92 (a psalm for the Sabbath), and Psalms 120–134.

Introduction
Of all the books in the Old Testament the Book of Psalms most vividly represents the
faith of individuals in the Lord. The Psalms are the inspired responses of human hearts to
God’s revelation of Himself in law, history, and prophecy. Saints of all ages have
appropriated this collection of prayers and praises in their public worship and private
meditations.
These Psalms arise from a consideration of what God has done in the past, what He will
do in the future, and the need for God in the immediate present, with a recognition of
His sovereignty and goodness.
The Book of Psalms has long been recognized as a guidebook for prayer. As we
read the psalms, there are a number of very personal messages about prayer that come
through with clarity and beauty.
The Bible really does teach us to affirm our value and worth as human beings. Psalm
8 speaks in wonder that God should have created man “a little lower than the heavenly
beings” and “crowned him with glory and honor.” Hebrews 2:10 echoes the thought that
we are never to let slip the awareness that God’s intention in Christ is to bring “many
sons to glory.” Christ calls Himself our brother; He was “made like His brethren in all
things” (2:17,). Far from being ashamed of his humanity, the Christian is free to rejoice
in who he is, knowing that in Creation and in redemption God has affirmed our worth.
Such teaching passages might help us grasp this affirmation about man intellectually.
But we are gripped by it when we read the Psalms! For here we see our own inner
experiences openly shared without shame or hesitation, and we discover that God
values man’s inner life enough to record this dynamic record of it in His own Word.
When we read the Psalms and see in them our own emotions and struggles, we find a
great release. It is all right to be human. It is all right to be ourselves. We need not fear
what is within us or repress the feeling side of life.
For Christians there is the added pressure of the notion that it’s wrong to feel anger or
sense tension. “If only I were a good Christian,” we’re liable to tell ourselves. “If only I
were really trusting the Lord.” So we feel guilt over the emotions that well up, and then,
all too often, we try to deny this very important aspect of personhood.
Reading the Psalms carefully, however, we note that they often trace a process in
which the writer begins with strong and almost uncontrollable feelings. We see how he
struggles with them, and we see how he brings his feelings to God or relates them to what
he knows of the Lord and His ways. In reading Psalms, you and I can learn how to
handle our emotions creatively, and how to relate feelings to faith.
7

WAYS TO STUDY THE PSALMS
I.

There are three basic ways to study the Psalms:
(A) by book division
(B) by subject matter.
(C) by authorship,
A.

By book division (each ends with a doxology-praise verse).
1-41 (corresponds to Genesis) Key word is man.

“Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor
standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful” (1:1).
“What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou
visitest him?” (8:4). “What man is he that feareth the Lord: him shall he teach
in the way that he shall choose” (25:12).
“O taste and see that the Lord is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in
him” (34:8).
“What man is he that desireth life, and loveth many days, that he may see
good?” (34:12).
“The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord: and he delighteth in
his way” (37:23).
“Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that man is
peace” (37:37).
“Blessed is that man that maketh the Lord his trust, and respecteth not the
proud, nor such as turn aside to lies” (40:4).
42-72 (corresponds to Exodus) Key word is deliverance.
“And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt
glorify me” (50:15).
“For he hath delivered me out of all trouble: and mine eye hath seen his
desire upon mine enemies” (54:7).
“For thou hast delivered my soul from death: wilt not thou deliver my
feet from falling, that I may walk before God in the light of the living?”
(56:13).
“Deliver me from mine enemies, O my God: defend me from them that
rise up against me” (59:1).
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“Deliver me out of the mire, and let me not sink: let me be delivered from
them that hate me, and out of the deep water” (69:14).
“Deliver me in thy righteousness, and cause me to escape: incline thine
ear unto me, and save me” (71:2).
“For he shall deliver the needy when he crieth; the poor also, and him that
hath no helper” (72:12).
73-89 (corresponds to Leviticus) Key word is sanctuary.
“Until I went into the sanctuary of God; then understood I their end”
(73:17).
“They have cast fire into thy sanctuary, they have defiled by casting
down the dwelling place of thy name to the ground” (74:7).
“Thy way, O God, is in the sanctuary: who is so great a God as our
God?” (77:13).
“And he built his sanctuary like high palaces, like the earth which he hath
established for ever” (78:69).
90-106 (corresponds to Numbers) Key words are unrest, wanderings.
107-150 (corresponds to Deuteronomy) Key phrase is Word of God.
B. By subject matter.
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

The Devotional Psalms: 4, 9, 12, 13, 14, 16, 17, 18, 19, 22, 23, 24, 27,
30, 31, 33, 34, 35, 37, 40, 42, 43, 46, 50, 55, 56, 61, 62, 63, 66, 68, 69,
71, 73, 75, 76, 77, 80, 81, 84, 85, 88, 90, 91, 94, 95, 100, 103, 106, 107,
111, 115, 116, 118, 119, 122, 123, 126, 133, 136, 138, 139, 141, 142,
144, 147, 148, 149, 150
The Penitential Psalms: 6, 32, 38, 51, 102
The Imprecatory Psalms: 35, 55, 58, 59, 69, 83, 109, 137, 140
The Degree or Ascent Psalms: 120 through 134
The Hallel (Hallelujah) Psalms: 113 through 118
The Historical Psalms: 78, 105, 106
The Acrostic Psalms: 9, 10, 25, 34, 37, 111, 112, 119, 145
The Messianic Psalms: 2, 8, 16, 22, 23, 24, 31, 34, 40, 41, 45, 55, 68,
69, 72, 89, 102, 109, 110, 118, 129
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C. By authorship.
1.(37)
Anonymous: 1, 10, 33, 43, 66, 67, 71, 91, 92, 93, 94, 96, 97, 98,
99, 100, 102, 104, 106, 107, 111, 112, 113, 114, 115, 116, 117, 118, 119,
135, 136, 137, 146, 147, 148, 149, 150
2.(10)
Hezekiah: 120, 121, 123, 125, 126, 128, 129, 130, 132, 134
3. (10)
Korah: 42, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 84, 85, 87
4. (1)
Heman: 88
5. (1)
Ethan: 89
6. (1)
Solomon: 127
7. (1)
Moses: 90
8. (12)
Asaph: 50, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83
9. (77)
David
a. The Shepherd Psalms: 8, 19, 23, 29, 144
b. The Sinner Psalms: 32, 51, 38
c. The Suffering Psalms: 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 11, 12, 13, 14, 17, 22, 25, 26,
27, 28, 31, 34, 35, 39, 40, 41, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 61, 62, 63,
64, 69, 70, 86, 109, 140, 141, 142, 143
d. The Satisfied Psalms: 2, 9, 15, 16, 18, 20, 21, 24, 30, 36, 37, 52,
60, 65, 68, 72, 95, 101, 103, 105, 108, 110, 122, 124, 131, 133, 138,
139, 145

This total equals the 150 chapters in Psalms.
We shall study the Psalms by this last method which is by
Authorship in the numerical order listed above by their names.

10

As we go through the Psalms we should be looking for those verses that imply a
reference to Jesus. We call those Psalms messianic. Jesus referred to those Psalms
inLuke 24:44
44
And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was
yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses,
and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me.
The Messianic Psalms: Summary.
That the Psalms contain a testimony to Christ, our Lord Himself affirmed (Luke 24:44,
etc.), and the N.T. quotations from the Psalter point unerringly to those Psalms which
have the Messianic character. A similar spiritual and prophetic character identifies others.
(1) Christ is seen in the Psalms in two general attitudes:
as suffering (e.g. Ps 22), and
as entering into His kingdom glory (e.g. Ps 2 and 24. )
(2) Christ is seen in His Person as
(a) Son of God (Ps 2:7), and very God (Ps 45:6 - 7; 102:25; 110:1);
(b) Son of man (Ps 8:4 - 6); and
(c) Son of David (Ps 89:3 - 4,27,29).
(3) Christ is seen in His offices as
(a) Prophet (Ps 22:22,25; 40:9 - 10);
(b) Priest (Ps 110:4); and
(c) King (e.g. Ps 2 and 24).
(4) Christ is seen in His varied work.
As Priest He offers Himself in sacrifice (Ps 22; 40:6 - 8, with Heb 10:5 - 12), and, in
resurrection,
as the Priest-Shepherd, ever living to make intercession (Ps 23, with Heb 7:21 - 25;
13:20).
As Prophet He proclaims the name of the LORD as Father (Ps 22:22, with John 20:17).
As King He fulfills the Davidic Covenant (Ps 89) and restores alike the dominion of man
over creation (Ps 8:4 - 8; Rom 8:17 - 21) and of the Father over all (1 Cor 15:25 - 28).
(5) The Messianic Psalms give also the inner thoughts, the exercises of soul, of
Christ in His earthly experiences (e.g. Ps 16:8 - 11; 22:1 - 21; 40:1 - 17).
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PSALM ONE
Psalm 1 is a fitting introduction for the Book of Psalms in that it summarizes the two ways open to mankind, the way
of the righteous and the way of the wicked. It may be classified as a wisdom psalm because of its emphasis on these two
ways of life, the use of the similes, the announcement of blessing, and the centrality of the Law for fulfillment in life. The
motifs in this psalm recur again and again throughout the Psalms.
This psalm describes the blessed man who leads an untarnished and prosperous life in accord with the Word of the
Lord, and contrasts him with the ungodly who shall perish.
The Way of the Righteous and the End of the Ungodly
(Psalms 1:1) Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits
in the seat of the scornful;
A. The blessed man (1:1-3)
The word translated "blessed" (^ashrey, Heb.) is actually a plural, describing the fullness of the blessings that come to
those who love God.
This Hebrew word is in the plural and means, "Oh, how very happy!"
Note the progression of evil from mere association to identification to fixation. This bitter state of "sitting in the seat of
the scornful" indicates the degeneracy of a man who has reached the state of open rebellion or even ridicule of faith in
God.
Negatively, the righteous man does not believe like, behave like, or belong to the realm of wicked men (v. 1).
This anonymous wisdom psalm stands as a faithful doorkeeper to the entire Book of Psalms. It reminds those who
enter of the righteous behavior and fruitful life that are characteristic of the one who delights in God's law (vv. 1-3), in
contrast to the life and destiny of the ungodly, who will perish (vv. 4-6).
Notice the contrast in words.

Verse one (blessed)

Verse six (perish)

For similar contrasts, see the following New Testament verses.
Matthew 7:13-14
13
Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many
there be which go in thereat:
14
Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.
1 John 5:12
12
He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.
Matthew chapter 5, verses 3 thru 11 also identifies with this Psalm.
With three trilogies of expressions the psalmist described the life of the blessed man: he does not walk… stand or sit in
the counsel… way or seat of the wicked (ungodly), sinners, or mockers (scorners). With each parallel unit the expression
becomes more intense. This signifies a progression from a casual influence of ungodly people to collusion with them in
their scorn against the righteous. One who is not characterized by this evil influence is “blessed,” that is, he is right with
God and enjoys the spiritual peace and joy that results from that relationship.
(Psalms 1:2) But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and night.
1:2. A godly person is influenced not by unrighteous people but by his meditation on the Word of God. Such
meditation necessarily involves study and retention. This is possible only if he has a desire to do so, here referred to as a
delight. The psalmists found direction, not drudgery, from the Law of God.
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Our walk with Jesus should be accountable day and night.
Not just church on Sunday and then the world and its lifestyles from Monday till the next Sunday. That is a lifestyle of
hypocrisy and is not acceptable to Our Lord.
Positively, the Word of God is his hallmark of faith and practice (v. 2). Therefore, he is spiritually healthy and fruitful (v.
3).
(Psalms 1:3) He shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of water, That brings forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf also
shall not wither; And whatever he does shall prosper.
1:3. For all who take their delight in living by God’s Word, there is prosperity. Under the image of a fruitful tree, the
psalmist declared that whatever the righteous do will prosper (cf. 92:12-14). Two qualifications need to be noted.
First, the fruit, that is, the prosperity, is produced in its season and not necessarily immediately after planting.
Second, what the godly person does will be controlled by the Law of God (1:2). So if a person meditates on God’s
Word, his actions will be godly, and his God-controlled activities will prosper, that is, come to their divinely directed
fulfillment.
"Planted" has an added significance in the light of Matt. 15:13, which magnifies the doctrine of election.
Matthew 15:13
But he answered and said, Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up.
Jeremiah 17:8
For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall not see when heat
cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit.
Romans 8:29
For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn
among many brethren.
(Psalms 1:4) The ungodly are not so, But are like the chaff which the wind drives away.
B. The wicked (1:4)
1:4. In strong contrast with a blessed person (v. 1) is an ungodly person. The Hebrew word ra4s]a4( is often translated
wicked (cf. vv. 1, 5-6) but that may connote gross evil. People described by ra4s]a4( are not in covenant relationship with
God; they live according to their passions. They are not godly.
They may do kind and charitable deeds, but God’s evaluation of them is that they are without eternal merit.
The psalmist compared them to chaff, the worthless husks of the grain blown away by the wind in the process of
winnowing. Such is the contrast with the fruitful (cf. v. 3), valuable, righteous person.
In contrast, the wicked are spiritually dead and guilty before God. As the wind blows away the fragments of straw when the
grain is winnowed, so the wicked will not stand acquitted, either in this world or in the world to come.

(Psalms 1:5) Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, Nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.

C. The judgment (1:5-6)
1:5. On the basis of the contrast between the godly and the wicked, the psalmist wrote that God will separate the
righteous from the wicked in the judgment. The righteous are those who are related by covenant with the Lord, who live
by His Word, who produce things of eternal value. God will divide the righteous and sinners as a man separates wheat from
tares.
Matt 13:38
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The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one;
(Psalms 1:6) For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, But the way of the ungodly shall perish.
1:6. The basis for this judgment is the Lord’s knowledge. The first half of the verse, The LORD watches over (lit.,
“knows”) the way of the righteous, is best understood by the antithetical parallelism, the way of the wicked will perish.
Salvation in the day of judgment is equated with being known by the Lord (cf. Matt. 7:23). In Psalm 1:6 “the way of the
righteous” is contrasted with “the way of the wicked.”
“The way” means one’s whole manner of life including what directs it and what it produces. The worthless life of the
ungodly will not endure. Lifestyle, desires, and ultimate destiny of the ungodly (perish) .
Matthew 7:23
23
And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.
Matt 7:14
Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.
PSALM TWO
Messianic Psalm
King David is the author of Psalm 2
Psalm 2:1
Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing?
Acts 4:25
Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and the people imagine vain things?
This psalm is familiar to students of the New Testament by virtue of its relevance for Christ. However, the
passage was a royal psalm in the Old Testament and therefore was used by the Davidic kings.
Psalms 2; 8; 16; 22; 23; 24; 40; 41; 45; 68; 69; 72; 89; 102; 110; 118 are generally considered Messianic. These Psalms,
either in whole or in part, speak of the Messiah. Undoubtedly many other Psalms also refer to Christ. Though the primary
thrust of the Messianic Psalms is Christ centered, there is also much of instruction for the godly in their walk with God. The
verses find their fulfillment in the crucifixion of Christ.
This is royal psalm (so designated because the theme is the supreme King,
Its contents describe a celebration at the coronation despite opposition by rebellious people in surrounding territories. In a
word, the psalmist exhorted the pagan nations to abandon their rebellious plans against the Lord and His anointed king and
to submit to the authority of the Son whom God has ordained to rule the nations with a rod of iron.
Summary of Psalm 2 - The Messiah's Triumph and Kingdom
The 2nd Psalm gives the order of the establishment of the kingdom.
Psalm two predicts the tribulational destruction of the heathen and the millennial reign of
Christ.
This Psalm is in four parts.
A. The rebelliion of man (verses 1-3)
B. The reaction of God (verses 4-6)
C. The rule of the Son (verses 7-9)
D. The recommendation of the Psalmist (verses 10-12)
Psalm 2
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(Psalms 2:1) Why do the nations rage, And the people plot a vain thing?
The rage and the vain imagination of the Jews and Gentiles against the LORD and His Anointed One (vv. 1 - 3). The
inspired interpretation of this is in Acts 4:25 - 28, which asserts its fulfillment in the crucifixion of Christ.
Why? How could they? A rhetorical question. in an uproar. Band together.
2:1-3. The first three verses express the psalmist’s amazement at the plans of the nations to overthrow the Lord and His
Anointed One (ma4s]|<ah[, “Messiah,” which in Gr. is christos, the Christ). Every king anointed by a prophet was a “messiah,”
an anointed one. If he obeyed God his rule had the authenticity of God’s election and the support of God’s power. This often
made the plans of other nations futile.
Verse 1 expresses the psalmist’s amazement in the form of a rhetorical question. He cannot believe “the nations” would
plot something destined to fail.
Verse. 2 These earthly kings actually were taking a stand… against the LORD when they stood against His Anointed
One.
Verse 3 records the nations’ resolution: they wished to be free of the political control of this king. Their expression
describes their bondage to this king as if they were tied down. This they could not tolerate.
The rebellion of the nations
royal - melek
princes - razan
consult
(Psalms 2:2) The kings of the earth set themselves, And the rulers take counsel together, Against the LORD and against
His Anointed, saying,
LORD Yehovah (yeh-ho-vaw');
(the) self-Existent or Eternal; Jehovah, Jewish national name of God:
KJV-- Jehovah, the Lord.
His Anointed. The Davidic king and ultimately Jesus Christ.
"Anointed" (mashiah, Heb.) could just as easily be translated "Messiah."
Greek - Christos
Quoted in Acts 4:26
The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord, and against his Christ.
(Psalms 2:3) "Let us break Their bonds in pieces And cast away Their cords from us."
Verse 3 records the nations’ resolution: they wished to be free of the political control of this king. Their expression
describes their bondage to this king as if they were tied down. This they could not tolerate.
(Psalms 2:4) He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; The Lord shall hold them in derision.
The Lord. Heb., Adonai, meaning "sovereign." Little wonder that opposition is, to Him, laughably pathetic.
'Adonay (ad-o-noy') am emphatic form; the Lord (used as a proper name of God only):
The description is anthropomorphic; God’s reaction is stated in human terms.
2:4. The psalmist turned from his description of the nations (vv. 1-3) to portray the Lord’s response to their plan. In a
bold description he envisioned God laughing at it. The LORD sits enthroned high in heaven and discerns how foolish is
their plan to oppose Him.
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The derision of the LORD (v. 4), that men should suppose it possible to set aside His covenant (2 Sam 7:8 - 17) and oath
(Ps 89:34 - 37).
2 Samuel 7:8-17
8
Now therefore so shalt thou say unto my servant David, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, I took thee from the
sheepcote, from following the sheep, to be ruler over my people, over Israel:
9
And I was with thee whithersoever thou wentest, and have cut off all thine enemies out of thy sight, and have made
thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth.
10
Moreover I will appoint a place for my people Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell in a place of their
own, and move no more; neither shall the children of wickedness afflict them any more, as beforetime,
11
And as since the time that I commanded judges to be over my people Israel, and have caused thee to rest from all
thine enemies. Also the LORD telleth thee that he will make thee an house.
12
And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall
proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom.
13
He shall build an house for my name, and I will stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever.
14
I will be his father, and he shall be my son. If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, and with
the stripes of the children of men:
15
But my mercy shall not depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away before thee.
16
And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever.
17
According to all these words, and according to all this vision, so did Nathan speak unto David.
Psalm 89:34-37
34
My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips.
35
Once have I sworn by my holiness that I will not lie unto David.
36
His seed shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun before me.
37
It shall be established for ever as the moon, and as a faithful witness in heaven. Selah.
Alarm
(Psalms 2:5) Then He shall speak to them in His wrath, And distress them in His deep displeasure:
2:5-6. Based on His contempt for their evil plan God will speak in His burning wrath against them.
When God establishes His king, He also subjugates those who oppose His king. It was true with David; it will also be
true at the end of the age with David’s greater Descendant, Jesus Christ.
His rebuke (v. 5), fulfilled in the destruction of Jerusalem, A.D. 70, and the dispersion of the Jews at that time; yet to be
fulfilled more completely in the tribulation (Mat 24:29) which immediately precedes the return of the King (Mat 24:30).
Matthew 24:29-30
29
Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and
the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken:
30
And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they
shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.
(Psalms 2:6) "Yet I have set My King On My holy hill of Zion."
Holy hill is a synonym for the temple mount
Zeph. 3:11
In that day shalt thou not be ashamed for all thy doings, wherein thou hast transgressed against me: for then I will take away
out of the midst of thee them that rejoice in thy pride, and thou shalt no more be haughty because of my holy mountain.
"Zion" (referred to 40 times in the Psalter) denotes Jerusalem, the messianic seat of government during the millennial reign
of Christ (cf. 48:1, 2; Isa. 2:2, 3). It was originally a Canaanite city conquered by David ( 2 Sam. 5:7 ).
Later Zion referred to the temple area and then to the entire city of Jerusalem
(Psalms 2:7) "I will declare the decree: The LORD has said to Me, 'You are My Son, Today I have begotten You.
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LORD Yehovih (yeh-ho-vee'); a variation and pronounced by Jews, in order to prevent the repetition of the same
sound. MY SON, a son, a male child
2:7. The psalmist now spoke of God’s affirmation of the king to show by what right the king rules. The decree refers to
the Davidic Covenant in which God declared that He would be Father to the king, and the king would be His son. So when
David became king, God described their affiliation as a Father-son relationship. So the expression “son” took on the meaning
of a messianic title.
You are My son (cf. NIV marg.), quoted from the Davidic Covenant (2 Sam. 7:14), is appropriated here by the king to
show his legitimate right to rule.
2 Samuel 7:14
14
I will be his father, and he shall be my son. If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, and with
the stripes of the children of men:
My Son. The legitimate Davidic king (2 Sam. 7:14). Today I have begotten You. The day of coronation. The NT relates
this to Christ's resurrection
This strong affirmation of the divinity and eternal sonship of the Lord is quoted by Paul at Antioch of Pisidia with reference
to the bodily resurrection of Jesus (Acts 13:33)
Quoted in Acts 13:33
God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in the second
psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.
Romans 1:4
And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead:
Hebrews 1:5
5
For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? And again, I will
be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son?
Today then refers to the coronation day, and the expression “I have begotten you” (NIV marg.) refers not to physical
birth but is an extended metaphor describing his becoming God’s “son.”
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(Psalms 2:8) Ask of Me, and I will give You The nations for Your inheritance, And the ends of the earth for Your
possession.
The significance of this adoption of the king as God’s anointed son is seen in his inheritance. As a son inherits from his
father, so the king inherits the kingdom from his “Father.” The verse continues the quotation from the Lord’s decree,
extending an invitation to the king to ask for his inheritance, which someday will encompass the ends of the earth. People
living in these nations, including the rebellious nations (v. 1), will be subjugated by the Lord’s anointed.
Break - Make them good for nothing physically, socially and morally
(Psalms 2:9) You shall break them with a rod of iron; You shall dash them to pieces like a potter's vessel.'"
Vs. 2:9 Messiah will break and shatter (dash)( scatter and disperse them) when He comes again to this earth
Rev. 2:27
27
And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I
received of my Father.
Rev. 19:15
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15
And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod
of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.
This subjugation is expressed in harsh terms: he will smash (dash… to pieces) all rebellious people as he establishes
his reign. The imagery is probably drawn from Egyptian execration customs in which the Pharaoh used his scepter to smash
votive jars (pottery) that represented rebellious cities or nations. The Hebrew verbs in the verse—ra(a( (“break,” NIV marg.)
and na4p{as[ (“dash to pieces, shatter”)—describe a crushing blow for the rebels. The NIV’s and LXX’s rule is similar to
“break,” but “rule” does not do justice to “shatter” or to the context. The verse describes the beginning of the rule, putting
down rebellion.
Be prudent, give attention to
(discipline and correct yourself)
(Psalms 2:10) Now therefore, be wise, O kings; Be instructed, you judges of the earth.
In view of all that the Lord had determined for His “son,” the psalmist exhorted the foolish nations to submit to the king
before his wrath was kindled.
(Psalms 2:11) Serve the LORD with fear, And rejoice with trembling.
LORD - Yehovah- Jehovah (Yahweh) "the existing One"; the proper name of the one true God; unpronounced except
with the vowel pointings .
They would be wise to serve the LORD with fear and rejoice with trembling. “Serve,” “rejoice,” “fear,” and “trembling”
describe the religious responses of the righteous in worship. They are to lead lives of submission, not rebellion; lives
characterized by fear and trembling, not arrogance; lives filled with exultation, not the gloom of oppression.
(Psalms 2:12) Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, And you perish in the way, When His wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed
are all those who put their trust in Him.
The image here is that of submission to a sovereign:
"Kiss the Son" means "do homage to the Son" kiss, as a sign of homage and submission.
Phil. 2:9-11
9
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:
10
That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the
earth;
11
And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
In the N.T., "faith" and "believe" are words which express the same characteristic as the Hebrew expression here (and in
Ruth 2:12) rendered "take refuge." It occurs 152 times in the O.T., variously translated <to trust> or to wait for>
Psalm 22:8
He trusted on the LORD that he would deliver him: let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him.
Psalm 56:3
What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee.
Job 35:14
Although thou sayest thou shalt not see him, yet judgment is before him; therefore

trust thou in him.

Unusual in the verse is the apparent use of bar, an Aramaic word for son. Therefore the versions translate it differently.
Jerome rendered it, “Give pure (bar is a Heb. word for pure) worship,” or “Worship in purity,” rather than translating the
word as “son.” However, in an address to the nations an Aramaic term was not out of place. Moreover, “kiss” pictures
homage (cf. 1 Kings 19:18; Hosea 13:2). At any rate it is clear that the psalmist is telling the earth’s kings to submit to the
Lord and to His anointed son, Israel’s king.
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The urgency of their submission is expressed by the suddenness of his wrath. It is not immediately clear whether this
wrath is the Lord’s or the king’s. The nearest antecedent is the king (the son) who will smash opposition (Ps. 2:9). However,
in the psalm the two persons are inseparable; a person serves the Lord (v. 11) by submitting to his son (v. 12). If the nations’
kings do not submit, the king will destroy them, because the Lord in angry opposition to their plans has decreed that His son
will have the throne.
The final note of the psalm expresses blessing for those who take refuge in Him. (The thought of taking refuge in God
occurs many times in the Pss.) Again, to submit to the son is to take refuge in the Lord’s anointed, and therefore in the Lord
as well. Only in the son is there safety from the wrath of God.
The psalm is rich in New Testament application. Reflecting on how the leaders of Israel crucified Jesus, the Messiah,
Peter was quick to identify those Jewish leaders with the pagan kings of Psalm 2
Acts 4:25-26
25 Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and the people imagine vain things?
26 The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord, and against his Christ.
The typological significance of the “son” is seen fulfilled in Hebrews 1:5. This coronation psalm is quoted here in
referring to the exaltation of Christ at His resurrection (cf. Acts 13:33) and Ascension. By this He is “declared… to be the
Son of God” (Rom. 1:4), a messianic title. When the Father instructs His Son to ask for His inheritance, then He will bring
His Son again into the world (Heb. 1:6). The Second Coming will mean wrath to all who rebel against God and His anointed
King, but great joy and refuge for all who by faith submit to God’s plan to rule the world through David’s greater Son, Jesus
Christ. So the title of “son” from the Davidic Covenant (2 Sam. 7:14) ultimately becomes the designation of Jesus Christ as
King.
Hebrews 1:5
For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to him
a Father, and he shall be to me a Son?
2 Samuel 7:14
14
I will be his father, and he shall be my son. If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, and with
the stripes of the children of men:
PSALM THREE
The superscription of this psalm identifies it as written by David. In Book One (Pss. 1-41) Psalm 3 is said to have been
written when he fled from his son Absalom. It is a confident prayer of the king who had fled from the palace and was
surrounded by enemies. In spite of innumerable adversaries who were convinced that he had no hope, God’s elect, David,
found God’s safety and protection through the night and thereby had confidence in His ultimate deliverance. This marks the
beginning of the suffering Psalms by David. This is a lament Psalm.
The historical setting of this psalm is David's flight from his son Absalom, recorded in 2 Sam. 15:1-18:33.
2 Samuel 15:14
And David said unto all his servants that were with him at Jerusalem, Arise, and let us flee; for we shall not else escape
from Absalom: make speed to depart, lest he overtake us suddenly, and bring evil upon us, and smite the city with the edge
of the sword.
In this individual lament psalm, David is encouraged by God's protection in the face of Absalom's rebellion (vv. 1-3),
praises God for delivering him (vv. 4-6),
and seeks further victory from God (vv. 7-8).
The LORD Helps His Troubled People
become many
distress
are hostile
(Psalms 3:1) LORD, how they have increased who trouble me! Many are they who rise up against me.
The psalm begins with David’s lament: many… foes were surrounding him. In fact forces of the opposition had driven
him from the palace and were then surrounding him. Their taunt was that he had no hope of being delivered by God. This
arrogant remark was designed to say that God had abandoned David.
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My life
salvation
(Psalms 3:2) Many are they who say of me, "There is no help for him in God." Selah
Psalms 3:2: This is the first of 71 occurrences of "Selah" to be found in the texts of the psalms themselves rather than in
the superscriptions. This is a musical notation and may have one (or a combination) of several meanings: a pause, a
crescendo, or a musical interlude. "Selah" often follows an impressive statement, hence the pause for intensified
reflection, perhaps with orchestral accompaniment.
The frequent use in the Psalms of this Hebrew word, <Selah,> possibly marks those places where a musical rest in the
chanting or a change of instrumental accompaniment stressed a shift of mood. Notice the following example in scripture of
its use.
Hab. 3:3, 9, 13
3
God came from Teman, and the Holy One from mount Paran. Selah. His glory covered the heavens, and the earth
was full of his praise.
9
Thy bow was made quite naked, according to the oaths of the tribes, even thy word. Selah. Thou didst cleave the
earth with rivers.
13
Thou wentest forth for the salvation of thy people, even for salvation with thine anointed; thou woundedst the head
out of the house of the wicked, by discovering the foundation unto the neck. Selah.
Protection
honor
sets on high
(Psalms 3:3) But You, O LORD, are a shield for me, My glory and the One who lifts up my head.
Ro’ sh -used of man
lifts my head = to give victory and restore dignity , set on high.
In the face of such antagonism, David found comfort in God’s character. Using the metaphor of a shield, he said that God
was the true Source of his protection (in spite of their taunts).
Sustained by God
The psalmists often spoke of God as a shield to depict His protection. David was confident that God would restore him
to his throne. The words lifts up my head express restoration to dignity and position.
Genesis 40:20
And it came to pass the third day, which was Pharaoh's birthday, that he made a feast unto all his servants: and he lifted up
the head of the chief butler and of the chief baker among his servants.
Called out
sound
responded
sacred mount
(Psalms 3:4) I cried to the LORD with my voice, And He heard me from His holy hill. Selah
The reason for David’s burst of confidence (v. 3) is expressed in verses 4-5.
God had sustained him through the night in the midst of his enemies, and that protection was a token of the complete
deliverance he expected. The Hebrew tenses in these verses are difficult to translate. Though they may be rendered by the
English present tense, it is probably better to translate them as past tenses: I cried to the LORD and He answered me. He
would have said this the morning after he prayed. The answer to his prayer was then explained (again in the past tense): I lay
down, and I slept; I awoke, because the LORD sustained me.
(Psalms 3:5) I lay down and slept; I awoke, for the LORD sustained me.
So the psalm instructs those who are in the midst of danger to trust in the Lord for protection while they sleep (v. 5).
(Psalms 3:6) I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people Who have set themselves against me all around.
3:6. On the basis of this deliverance, the psalmist expressed his absence of fear over the thousands who took their stand
against him on every side.
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(Psalms 3:7) Arise, O LORD; Save me, O my God! For You have struck all my enemies on the cheekbone; You have
broken the teeth of the ungodly.
Saved by God
3:7-8. These verses record David’s confident petition for complete deliverance from his enemies. Perhaps David was
saying in verse 7b that God had always destroyed his enemies and therefore he prayed that God would do it again. However,
it may be better to understand the verbs as expressions of his confidence—he was so sure that God would destroy them
that he wrote as if it had already happened.
The imagery of the destruction is bold. David used terms referring to crushing blows to state that God would utterly
destroy his enemies.
His conclusion is (didactic. Instructive) Deliverance comes from the LORD. God’s people should pray to Him under
similar circumstances, so that they may share this blessing.
(Psalms 3:8) Salvation belongs to the LORD. Your blessing is upon Your people. Selah
Salvation in the sense of temporal deliverance from David's enemies.
PSALM FOUR
Call to God
The psalm begins with an introductory cry for God to hear his prayer. Give me relief (an imperative in the NIV) is actually in
the perfect tense. The perfect tense describes an action that took place in the past, the results of which have continued to
the present.God had set the psalmist at large, that is, He had given him relief in the midst of his distress. To this God he
directed his prayer. The background of Ps. 4 presumably is the same as that of Ps. 3.
"To the Chief Musician" is found in the superscriptions of 50 psalms. In all probability it is a reference to the choir director.
The Hebrew word neginoth means "with stringed instruments"; it appears in the superscription of seven psalms (cf. Ps. 4; 6;
54; 55; 61; 67; 76).
Ch. 4 In this song of trust, David seeks God's help (v. 1),
warns his enemies and exhorts them to trust God (vv. 2-5),
and, in spite of opposition, expresses his trust in the Lord, who gives him joy, peace, and security (vv. 6-8).
David was in trouble and helpless. The LORD gave him strength and courage (vv. 7 - 8). He became a greater man for the
tasks ahead of him.
The Safety of the Faithful
(Psalms 4:1) Hear me when I call, O God of my righteousness! You have relieved me in my distress; Have mercy on me,
and hear my prayer.
Paraphrase of this verse:
Make an answer when I cry O God of my righteousness. You have widened my pasture in my tight spot so show favor to me
concerning my prayer.
relieved me.- made room for me in tight places.
(Psalms 4:2) How long, O you sons of men, Will you turn my glory to shame? How long will you love worthlessness And
seek falsehood? Selah
The verbs love and seek, however, point to the desired end and not to the means.
David desires and prays that this
deceit to be over.

The background of this psalm is likely the same as that of Ps. 3 (i.e., Absalom's revolt). David appeals to the rebels to have
second thoughts about supporting Absalom.
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In contrast with the righteous God (v. 1), David’s rebels were mere mortals (men is lit., “sons of men”). He asked how
long they would turn his glory into shame with their rebellion and lies (“lies” [NIV marg.] is preferable to false gods). The
intrigue of Absalom, if this was in David’s mind here, was partly an attempt to tarnish David’s reputation
(Psalms 4:3) But know that the LORD has set apart for Himself him who is godly; The LORD will hear when I call to Him.
This verse is the basis for the psalmist’s amazement (v. 2) and his advice (v. 4). Because the LORD had set apart the
psalmist in love, He would answer his prayer. David described himself as one of the godly h[a4s|<d{ an object of God’s
covenantal loyal love. In the care of God, David was safe and God would hear and respond to his prayers.
Being agitated
miss the mark
think
mind
(Psalms 4:4) Be angry, and do not sin.
Meditate within your heart on your bed, and be still. Selah
couch
silent , quiet
The same idea is found in the N.T. in Eph. 4:26, "Be angry, and do not sin."
Better would be to say, when angry or if being angry do not continue in anger but confess it to God . The emphasis is
on do not sin when agitated. Instead repent. Make amends. Forgive. Do it now, do not let the sun set on your upset
condition of the heart.
4:4-5. The only recourse, then, for the wicked was to abandon their sinful plans and become worshipers of the Lord.
Diligent souls searching for the Lord would be led to act properly toward David. They would desist from their opposition,
that is, they would be silent.
Trust in the LORD would result in right (proper) sacrifices, offered with a right spirit. If Absalom was in David’s mind,
then David was referring here to the empty sacrifices by which Absalom and his cohorts sought to enhance their cause. A
man of faith would yield in obedience to the Lord.
(Psalms 4:5) Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, And put your trust in the LORD.
Vs. 4:5 sacrifices of righteousness. Proper sacrifices in contrast to Absalom's
2 Sam. 15:12
And Absalom sent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, David's counsellor, from his city, even from Giloh, while he offered
sacrifices. And the conspiracy was strong; for the people increased continually with Absalom.
Deut. 33:19
They shall call the people unto the mountain; there they shall offer sacrifices of
righteousness: for they
shall suck of the abundance of the seas, and of treasures
hid in the sand.
Ps. 51:19
Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt
then shall they offer bullocks upon thine altar.

offering and whole burnt offering:

(Psalms 4:6) There are many who say, "Who will show us any good?" LORD, lift up the light of Your countenance upon
us.
Lift up the light of Your countenance upon us. Meaning

Show favor toward us.

This verse probably refers to the many discontented people following David. They would follow anyone who could
show them good prospects. David’s answer to their question was a prayer for blessing (cf. Num. 6:24-26); that God
would cause His face to shine on them (i.e., bestow His favor; cf. Pss. 31:16; 44:3; 67:1; 80:3, 7, 19; 119:135). God would
satisfy their complaint, as He had done so often in Israel’s history.
Numbers 6:24-26
24
The LORD bless thee, and keep thee:
25
The LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee:
26
The LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.
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(Psalms 4:7) You have put gladness in my heart, More than in the season that their grain and wine increased.
The heart was considered the center of the immaterial aspects of life, such as emotions, thoughts, motivations, courage.
Wine Hebrew - tiyosh (fresh grape juice)
The joy and contentment David experienced in trusting in the LORD was greater
harvest festivities.

than the mirth of the

Psalms 4:8) I will both lie down in peace, and sleep; For You alone, O LORD, make me dwell in safety.
Even in distress and away from the visible evidence of God’s goodness, he enjoyed peace and safety in his God. True joy
and peace depend not on circumstances but on God’s protection and provisions
paraphrase
I will together relax in quiet contentment and rest. For you separate, O LORD, and cause me to abide in securely.
Gal. 5:22-23
22
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
23
Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.
Rom. 14:17
For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.
Psalm 3:5
I lay down and slept; I awoke, for the LORD sustained me.
So the psalm instructs those who are in the midst of danger to trust in the Lord for protection while they sleep
PSALM FIVE
This psalm is a prayer of David when he was exposed to danger by unscrupulous enemies. It has been argued that
because verse 7 mentions the temple (which Solomon built), David could not have written the psalm. But the Hebrew word
used here for temple (he=k{a4l) is also used of the tabernacle (cf. 1 Sam. 1:9; 3:3). Furthermore the word “house” in Psalm 5:7
can refer to the tabernacle (“house of the LORD” in Joshua. 6:24) as well as the temple.
Joshua 6:24
And they burnt the city with fire, and all that was therein: only the silver, and the gold, and the vessels of brass and of iron,
they put into the treasury of the house of the LORD.
In entreating God to hear his morning prayer, (see verse 3) David expressed his confidence in drawing near to God
(who hates iniquity) and prayed for divine leadership and blessing for the righteous, and destruction for the wicked.
A Prayer for Guidance
Hearken
give heed to
(Psalms 5:1) Give ear to my words, O LORD, Consider my meditation.
Meditation.
Groaning., musing, contemplation, whisper or hushed tones
All the above could happen during an intense time of prayer.
In this individual lament psalm,
David entreats God to answer his morning prayer. (1-3) ,
describes God's hatred of sin (vv. 4-6),
asks God to guide him in righteousness (vv. 7-10),
and rejoices in God's protection and blessing (vv. 11-12).
(Psalms 5:2) Give heed to the voice of my cry, My King and my God, For to You I will pray.
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The psalmist pleaded with God to hear (Give ear… Listen) his lament as he prayed morning by morning (lit., “in the
morning”) with full expectation. “In the morning” is repeated in verse 3 for emphasis. It stresses that his first thoughts
each day were prayer.
(Psalms 5:3) My voice You shall hear in the morning, O LORD; In the morning I will direct it to You, And I will look
up.
Set in order
keep watch
This psalm is sometimes called a "morning psalm" and underscores the importance of a daily devotional time. Much
depends upon how we start each day, and what better way to begin the day than with a personal time of meditation. An
intimate fellowship demands communication. The breakdown of communication presupposes disruption in fellowship .
Therefore, to enjoy fellowship with the Creator, one must make time to communicate with Him.
Genesis 3:8
8
And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife
hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden.
God speaks to man through His Word .
Psalm 119:9-16
9
Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word.
10
With my whole heart have I sought thee: O let me not wander from thy commandments.
11
Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.
12
Blessed art thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes.
13
With my lips have I declared all the judgments of thy mouth.
14
I have rejoiced in the way of thy testimonies, as much as in all riches.
15
I will meditate in thy precepts, and have respect unto thy ways.
16
I will delight myself in thy statutes: I will not forget thy word.
Man talks to God through prayer and then listens for the divine response.
Matthew 7:7-8
7
Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:
8
For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.
One cannot live a Spirit-filled life without daily direction and sustenance from God .
Prov. 3:6
In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.
John 6:33-35
For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world.
Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread.
And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me
shall never thirst.
Look up keep watch
matthew 26:41
Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.
Matthew 24:42
Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.
Mark 13:37
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And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch.
1 Thessalonians 5:6
Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.
Revelation 3:3
3
Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not
watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.
Delight in
(Psalms 5:4) For You are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness, Nor shall evil dwell with You.
The psalmist expressed his confidence in approaching a God who hates iniquity (evil). An evil person cannot dwell with
such a God.
Station themselves physical eye
makers of sorrow-trouble
(Psalms 5:5) The boastful shall not stand in Your sight; You hate all workers of iniquity.
People who are presumptuous and boastful, who do not shrink from murder or deceit, God hates and will destroy. They are
totally detestable to Him.
(Psalms 5:6) You shall destroy those who speak falsehood; The LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man.
God hates the sin but not the sinner
Romans 5:10
For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be
saved by his life.
(Psalms 5:7) But as for me, I will come into Your house in the multitude of Your mercy; In fear of You I will worship
toward Your holy temple.
Awe
bow down
tabernacle
your house - Hebrew is bayith- a house, a dwelling habitation
Mercy lovingkindness. Heb., hesed, meaning "steadfast love."
In contrast with such wickedness David did not extol his own virtues. Rather he stressed God’s mercy (h[esed{, “loyal
love”) toward him. By this he could approach the tabernacle to worship the Lord in reverence.
shachah-to worship ,to bow down , , to prostrate oneself
The Hebrew word ( shachah ) for bow signifies prostrating oneself, a posture that represents the proper inner attitude
toward God in worship. The wicked are arrogant; a worshiper is humble before God.
Exodus 34:8
And Moses made haste, and bowed his head toward the earth, and worshipped.
The mention of the "temple" in this verse has led some to reject Davidic authorship of this psalm since David did not build
the temple. However, the word for temple which is used here (hekal, Heb.) is also used of the tabernacle.
From the Hebrew verb to “lie in wait”
(Psalms 5:8) Lead me, O LORD, in Your righteousness because of my enemies; Make Your way straight before my face.
Conduct right
David wanted to follow God's right and straight way.
David’s prayer for guidance is the central idea of verses 8-12.
The word for enemies comes from the verb “to lie in wait.”
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This prayer is for guidance in… righteousness. Because God is righteous, and because the enemies are wicked (vv. 4-6),
David’s desire was to follow the path of right conduct (make straight Your way before me) and not be numbered among
those God hates.
No trust
planned destruction
(Psalms 5:9) For thereis no faithfulness in their mouth;Their inward part is destruction; Their throat is an open tomb;
They flatter with their tongue.
Their words
an open grave. I.e., corrupt and dangerous. deceit
5:9-10. In view of this present danger, David’s prayer turned to a more urgent plea for God to judge his foes. He then
cataloged their sins. They were untrustworthy in their words, deceitful in their flattery. They planned destruction. What they
said (their throat is substituted by metonymy for “their words”) brought death (is an open grave). Apparently their speech
was flattering on the surface but vile in its intent (they speak deceit; cf. v. 6). For this, David called on God to hold them
guilty.
(Psalms 5:10) Pronounce them guilty, O God! Let them fall by their own counsels; Cast them out in the multitude of their
transgressions, For they have rebelled against You.
David prays for justifiable retribution on his enemies.
(Psalms 5:11) But let all those rejoice who put their trust in You; Let them ever shout for joy, because You defend them;
Let those also who love Your name Be joyful in You.
5:11-12. The psalm closes with a note of encouragement (be glad… sing for joy… rejoice) that God blesses and protects
those who love Him. Singing is a natural way to praise the Lord; this is the first of more than 70 references to singing
in the Psalms.
(Psalms 5:12) For You, O LORD, will bless the righteous; With favor You will surround him as with a shield.
The righteous are those who love His name. The Lord’s “name” (mentioned more than 100 times in the Pss.) refers to His
character and attributes revealed to mankind. Here the manifestation of His name means protection and favor as with a shield
PSALM SIX
A Penitential Psalm
A Prayer of Faith in Time of Distress
The servant of the Lord, being reproved by the chastening rod, petitioned God for deliverance. Finding assurance that
his prayer had been heard, he warned his persecutors to depart for they were about to be put to shame.
This is one of the penitential psalms. David had been suffering from some illness that brought him near death.
However, it is difficult to associate this psalm with any known event in his life.
In this individual lament psalm, David expresses his distress that God uses his adversaries to chasten him (vv. 1-3),
petitions God for deliverance (vv. 4-5),
laments his sufferings (vv. 6-7),
and warns his enemies to depart, confident that the Lord will answer his prayer (vv. 8-10). This is the first of the
penitential psalms (also Pss. 32, 38, 51, 102, 130, 143). In these, the distress afflicting the psalmist is his sin, and so the
lament is a confession of sin.
Not in your anger rebuke me not
(Psalms 6:1) O LORD, do not
rebuke me in Your anger,
Nor chasten me in Your hot displeasure.
wrath
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In Hebrew the words not… in Your anger precede the words rebuke me, and “not” in Your wrath comes first in the
second line. The forward position of these words emphasizes the manner of the chastening. Not in anger or wrath (hot
displeasure)
Prayer for relief from sufferingIn his introductory cry David pleaded that God would stop chastening him in His anger. If
God’s wrath and anger against David were to continue, he could not survive.
(Psalms 6:2) Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am weak; O LORD, heal me, for my bones are troubled.
Body
notice this verse refers to the physical side of the one who is praying
David’s prayer was then expressed positively. He wanted the LORD to relieve him of his sufferings (be merciful… heal
me) because he was in extreme pain. Bones denotes one’s whole physical structure, the person himself. To say that one’s
bones are in agony is to say emphatically that his body is wracked with pain. This is often mentioned in the Psalms (31:10;
32:3; 38:3; 42:10; 102:3, 5).
Psalm 42:10
As with a sword in my bones, mine enemies reproach me; while they say daily unto me, Where is thy God?
mind
(Psalms 6:3) My soul also is greatly troubled; But You, O LORD; how long?
This verse refers to the emotional side of the one praying
The words in this verse are highly emotional. The question how long? is unfinished because of his intense frustration.
He longed for God’s healing.
Psalm 74:10
10
O God, how long shall the adversary reproach? shall the enemy blaspheme thy name for ever?
(Psalms 6:4) Return, O LORD, deliver me! Oh, save me for Your mercies' sake!
Vs. 6:4-5 David offers two reasons why God should deliver him
First reason is in verse 4
(1) God's lovingkindness-mercies One is that the LORD should rescue him because of His unfailing love. God had
shown Himself again and again to be abundant in loyal love (h[esed{), so David pleaded for deliverance on the basis of God’s
character.
lovingkindness. The Hebrew word is hesed, used about 250 times in the OT. It means loyal, steadfast, or faithful love and
stresses the idea of a belonging together of those involved in the love relationship.. In the OT, communion, deliverance,
enabling, enlightenment, guidance, forgiveness, hope, praise, preservation are all based on God's hesed.
Second reason is in verse 5
(2) David's inability to praise God in Sheol, (see verse 5) David is not here discussing the question of whether there is
consciousness after death; he is simply stating that only the living can publicly give thanks to God here on earth.
David said the second reason the Lord should turn to him is because of the absence of praises (to=d{a=h) in the grave. If he
died because of his illness, he then could not praise God for delivering him from it. So David reasoned that if God desired
someone to stand in the sanctuary and proclaim that God delivered him, then God would have to do so. Verse 5
Prayer for deliverance

(Psalms 6:5) For in death there is no remembrance of You; In the grave who will give You thanks?
Psalms 6:5: "Grave" translates she^ol (Heb.), the place of the departed dead, in some contexts including both the
righteous and the wicked. The verse does not teach the cessation of being after physical death but simply the termination of
all earthly human activity. Hades (Gk.)in the N.T. corresponds to she^ol, though Hades eventually came to specify the place
of the unsaved between death and the Great White Throne judgment. The N.T. describes Hades as a place of torment and
conscious suffering .
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Matthew 11:23
23
And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for if the mighty works, which
have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day.
Luke 16
23
And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.
24
And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger
in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.
25
But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil
things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.
28
For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment.
Philippians 1:23
For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better:
2 Corinthians 5:8
We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.
(Psalms 6:6) I am weary with my groaning; All night I make my bed swim; I drench my couch with my tears.
Lament over illness
6:6-7. David offered his lament proper. Using hyperbolic language he called attention to the severity of his suffering..
If God did not deliver him, he would die; then people would know that his foes were God’s chastening rod.

Mental and spiritual faculties
my eye
(Psalms 6:7) My eye wastes away because of grief; It grows old because of all my enemies.
Those pressing hard against me
Throughout the night he suffered in agony. His health was wasting away and he was in sorrow, apparently because of his
enemies
those who make sorrows
(Psalms 6:8) Depart from me, all you workers of iniquity; For the LORD has heard the voice of my weeping.
sound
David speaks as a king purging his kingdom of evildoers. Christ quoted the verse in a similar way (Matt. 7:23).
Matthew 7:23
23
And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.
(Psalms 6:9) The LORD has heard my supplication; The LORD will receive my prayer.
Assurance of restoration
6: 9-10. Turning to his adversaries David exhorted them to depart from him, for he was confident that God had heard his
prayer and would deliver him.
(Psalms 6:10) Let all my enemies be ashamed and greatly troubled; Let them turn back and be ashamed suddenly.
His final prayer was that all those who persisted as his enemies be put to shame. He wanted the dismay and disgrace he
felt at their hands to be turned back on them
Through the agony of suffering, the righteous can be confident that God will hear their weeping and answer their
prayers for deliverance.
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PSALM SIX
A Penitential Psalm
A Prayer of Faith in Time of Distress
The servant of the Lord, being reproved by the chastening rod, petitioned God for deliverance. Finding assurance that
his prayer had been heard, he warned his persecutors to depart for they were about to be put to shame.
This is one of the penitential psalms. David had been suffering from some illness that brought him near death.
However, it is difficult to associate this psalm with any known event in his life.
In this individual lament psalm, David expresses his distress that God uses his adversaries to chasten him (vv. 1-3),
petitions God for deliverance (vv. 4-5),
laments his sufferings (vv. 6-7),
and warns his enemies to depart, confident that the Lord will answer his prayer (vv. 8-10). This is the first of the
penitential psalms (also Pss. 32, 38, 51, 102, 130, 143). In these, the distress afflicting the psalmist is his sin, and so the
lament is a confession of sin.
Not in your anger rebuke me not
(Psalms 6:1) O LORD, do not
rebuke me in Your anger,
Nor chasten me in Your hot displeasure.
wrath
In Hebrew the words not… in Your anger precede the words rebuke me, and “not” in Your wrath comes first in the
second line. The forward position of these words emphasizes the manner of the chastening. Not in anger or wrath (hot
displeasure)
Prayer for relief from sufferingIn his introductory cry David pleaded that God would stop chastening him in His anger. If
God’s wrath and anger against David were to continue, he could not survive.
(Psalms 6:2) Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am weak; O LORD, heal me, for my bones are troubled.
Body
notice this verse refers to the physical side of the one who is praying
David’s prayer was then expressed positively. He wanted the LORD to relieve him of his sufferings (be merciful… heal
me) because he was in extreme pain. Bones denotes one’s whole physical structure, the person himself. To say that one’s
bones are in agony is to say emphatically that his body is wracked with pain. This is often mentioned in the Psalms (31:10;
32:3; 38:3; 42:10; 102:3, 5).
Psalm 42:10
As with a sword in my bones, mine enemies reproach me; while they say daily unto me, Where is thy God?
mind
(Psalms 6:3) My soul also is greatly troubled; But You, O LORD; how long?
This verse refers to the emotional side of the one praying
The words in this verse are highly emotional. The question how long? is unfinished because of his intense frustration.
He longed for God’s healing.
Psalm 74:10
10
O God, how long shall the adversary reproach? shall the enemy blaspheme thy name for ever?
(Psalms 6:4) Return, O LORD, deliver me! Oh, save me for Your mercies' sake!
Vs. 6:4-5 David offers two reasons why God should deliver him
First reason is in verse 4
(1) God's lovingkindness-mercies One is that the LORD should rescue him because of His unfailing love. God had
shown Himself again and again to be abundant in loyal love (h[esed{), so David pleaded for deliverance on the basis of God’s
character.
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lovingkindness. The Hebrew word is hesed, used about 250 times in the OT. It means loyal, steadfast, or faithful love and
stresses the idea of a belonging together of those involved in the love relationship.. In the OT, communion, deliverance,
enabling, enlightenment, guidance, forgiveness, hope, praise, preservation are all based on God's hesed.
Second reason is in verse 5
(2) David's inability to praise God in Sheol, (see verse 5) David is not here discussing the question of whether there is
consciousness after death; he is simply stating that only the living can publicly give thanks to God here on earth.
David said the second reason the Lord should turn to him is because of the absence of praises (to=d{a=h) in the grave. If he
died because of his illness, he then could not praise God for delivering him from it. So David reasoned that if God desired
someone to stand in the sanctuary and proclaim that God delivered him, then God would have to do so. Verse 5
Prayer for deliverance
(Psalms 6:5) For in death there is no remembrance of You; In the grave who will give You thanks?
Psalms 6:5: "Grave" translates she^ol (Heb.), the place of the departed dead, in some contexts including both the
righteous and the wicked. The verse does not teach the cessation of being after physical death but simply the termination of
all earthly human activity. Hades (Gk.)in the N.T. corresponds to she^ol, though Hades eventually came to specify the place
of the unsaved between death and the Great White Throne judgment. The N.T. describes Hades as a place of torment and
conscious suffering .
Matthew 11:23
23
And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for if the mighty works, which
have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day.
Luke 16
23
And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.
24
And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger
in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.
25
But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil
things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.
28
For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment.
Philippians 1:23
For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better:
2 Corinthians 5:8
We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.
(Psalms 6:6) I am weary with my groaning; All night I make my bed swim; I drench my couch with my tears.
Lament over illness
6:6-7. David offered his lament proper. Using hyperbolic language he called attention to the severity of his suffering..
If God did not deliver him, he would die; then people would know that his foes were God’s chastening rod.
Mental and spiritual faculties
my eye
(Psalms 6:7) My eye wastes away because of grief; It grows old because of all my enemies.
Those pressing hard against me
Throughout the night he suffered in agony. His health was wasting away and he was in sorrow, apparently because of his
enemies
those who make sorrows
(Psalms 6:8) Depart from me, all you workers of iniquity; For the LORD has heard the voice of my weeping.
sound
David speaks as a king purging his kingdom of evildoers. Christ quoted the verse in a similar way (Matt. 7:23).
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Matthew 7:23
23
And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.
(Psalms 6:9) The LORD has heard my supplication; The LORD will receive my prayer.
Assurance of restoration
6: 9-10. Turning to his adversaries David exhorted them to depart from him, for he was confident that God had heard his
prayer and would deliver him.
(Psalms 6:10) Let all my enemies be ashamed and greatly troubled; Let them turn back and be ashamed suddenly.
His final prayer was that all those who persisted as his enemies be put to shame. He wanted the dismay and disgrace he
felt at their hands to be turned back on them
Through the agony of suffering, the righteous can be confident that God will hear their weeping and answer their
prayers for deliverance.
PSALM SEVEN
This is the first of the imprecatory psalms, which contain an invocation of judgment, calamity, or curse against one's
enemies who are viewed as the enemies of God.
The meaning of "Meditation," translated from shig ga’ ion (Heb.), which only occurs here and in Habakkuk, is uncertain;
possibly it denotes a psalm to be sung in a rather rhythmic and enthusiastic manner, one delivered with intense feeling and
great emotion. "Cush" is not mentioned by name in the historical accounts of David's life; perhaps he was one of the men
who slandered and misrepresented David to Saul
Prayer and Praise for Deliverance from Enemies
Yasha ,Hebrew for liberate me
(Psalms 7:1) O LORD my God, in You I put my trust; Save me from all those who persecute me; And deliver me,
Hebrew is natsal for snatch me away, rescue me
David confidently prayed for deliverance from his enemies who were about to tear him to pieces like a lion. He knew
that if God did not rescue him, no one could.
Psalm 7 has the first of many occurrences in the Psalms of the word “rescue.”(deliver)
In praying for deliverance from his slanderous enemies, the psalmist solemnly affirmed his innocence and appealed to
the righteous Judge of the earth to vindicate him by judging the wicked.
Ch. 7 In this individual lament psalm, David confidently seeks God for deliverance (vv. 1-2), affirms his innocence (vv. 35), appeals to God to vindicate him from slander (vv. 6-10) and bring judgment on his wicked enemies (vv. 11-16), and
resolves to praise God for His righteousness (v. 17).
Nephesh , my soul tear apart
(Psalms 7:2) Lest they tear me like a lion, Rending me in pieces, while there is none to deliver.
Deliver: Hebrew: Natsal , which means to rescue
This particular enemy was violent like a lion.
Two if ‘s mean Like an oath
(Psalms 7:3) O LORD my God, if I have done this: If there is iniquity in my hands,

7:3-5. David solemnly affirmed that there was no iniquity in his hands. These verses are framed in the expressions of
an oath. If I have done this… if I have done evil… then let my enemy pursue and overtake me. In view of his prayer for
deliverance, this must be taken as a solemn assertion of his integrity.
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Notice another if
(Psalms 7:4) If I have repaid evil to him who was at peace with me, Or have plundered my enemy without cause,
Verse 4 seems to express his enemy’s slanderous charge that he had “done evil to” one who was at peace with him,
robbing him without cause.
Then
(Psalms 7:5) Let the enemy pursue me and overtake me; Yes, let him trample my life to the earth, And lay my honor in the
dust. Selah
to sleep in the dust
So David invoked death by his enemy’s hand if he were guilty as they charged. To sleep in the dust means to be dead
and buried. It does not mean unconscious existence in death. It simply suggests that a dead person appears to be asleep .
1 Thes. 4:13
But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep,
that ye sorrow not, even as
others which have no hope.
Dan. 12:2
And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and
everlasting contempt.
(Psalms 7:6) Arise, O LORD, in Your anger; Lift Yourself up because of the rage of my enemies; Rise up for me to the
judgment You have commanded!
7:6-7. David appealed to God, the righteous Judge of all the earth, to vindicate his cause. The words arise… rise up,
and awake are meant to prompt God to act in justice before the assembled congregation.
1) a bringing together, a gathering (as of fruits), a contracting
2) in the New Testament, an assembling together of men, an assembly of men
a) an assembly of Jews formally gathered together to offer prayers and listen to the reading and expositions of the scriptures;
assemblies of that sort were held every sabbath and feast day, afterward also on the second and fifth days of every week; the
name was also transferred to an assembly of Christians formally gathered together for religious purposes
o.t. edah , a gathring
(Psalms 7:7) So the congregation of the peoples shall surround You; For their sakes, therefore, return on high.
Sunagoge-Greek for congregation in the New Testament
Acts 13:43
Now when the congregation was broken up, many of the Jews and religious proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas: who,
speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in the grace of God.
vindicate
(Psalms 7:8) The LORD shall judge the peoples; Judge me, O LORD, according to my righteousness, And according to
my integrity within me.
7:8-9. In verse 8 the verb judge means “vindicate,” for David pleaded for judgment that would reveal his own
righteousness and integrity.
evil
criminal
(Psalms 7:9) Oh, let the wickedness of the wicked come to an end, But establish the just; For the righteous God tests the
hearts and minds.
Heb. Libbah - kilyah
He also pleaded that the omniscient righteous Judge would end the violence of the wicked and make the righteous secure.
Understandably the prayer of the righteous often is for God to set things right on earth.
tests , tries.

hearts and minds.
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The heart (libbah) is the seat of the affections.
"Minds" (kelayot, Heb.) literally means "kidneys," figurative language for the "inner man." The expression often is used to
represent the seat of the emotions. These two terms together refer to man's entire immaterial being.
(Psalms 7:10) My defense is of God, Who saves the upright in heart.
7:10-11. David described how God, his Shield , in saving the upright in heart, brings direct judgment on the wicked.
All the whole of every day
(Psalms 7:11) God is a just judge, And God is angry with the wicked every day.
Because God is a righteous Judge. He is angry every day. Obedient believers can be comforted in the fact that people’s
wickedness does not go unnoticed. But they can also be advised that vengeance belongs to the Lord; He will repay.
Romans 12:19
19
Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will
repay, saith the Lord.
Matt 18:21-22
21
Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven
times?
22
Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven.
Hebrews 10:30
30
For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The
Lord shall judge his people.
Deut. 32:35
35
To me belongeth vengeance, and recompence; their foot shall slide in due time: for the day of their calamity is at
hand, and the things that shall come upon them make haste.
(Psalms 7:12) If he does not turn back, He will sharpen His sword; He bends His bow and makes it ready.

(Psalms 7:13) He also prepares for Himself instruments of death; He makes His arrows into fiery shafts.
He
God is the subject of the actions of verse 13, but verse 14 again describes the actions of the wicked man, where
the fertility of evil is compared to the process of childbearing.
7:12-13. Like a warrior God prepares His deadly weapons for the wicked. Swords, bows (v. 12), and arrows (v. 13)
often provide the imagery for God’s decree of judgment that will destroy the wicked.
See
heb. Chabal - pledges or guarantees
heb. Aven - sorrow, trouble
(Psalms 7:14) Behold, the wicked
brings forth iniquity; Yes, he conceives trouble and brings forth
falsehood.
Heb. Harah, to devise
Shager , a lie or deception
. Next David stated how God traps the wicked with their own plans. If someone conceives trouble, it will not produce its
intended results.
Well
grave
(Psalms 7:15) He made a pit and dug it out, And has fallen into the ditch which he made.
Rather the evil scheme will be turned back on the plotter.
Proverbs 26:27
Whoso diggeth a pit shall fall therein: and he that rolleth a stone, it will return upon him.
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Total self
cruelty
(Psalms 7:16) His trouble shall return upon his own head, And his violent dealing shall come down on his own crown.
Top of the head
This is retribution from God, for the punishment fits the crime (an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, etc.,). Jesus said
that they “who draw the sword will die by the sword”
Ex. 21:24-25
Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot,
Burning for burning, wound for wound, stripe for stripe.
Matt. 26:52
Then said Jesus unto him, Put up again thy sword into his place: for all they that take the sword shall perish with the
sword.
(Psalms 7:17) I will praise the LORD according to His righteousness, And will sing praise to the name of the LORD Most
High.
The psalm ends with David’s vowing to thank and praise God for His righteousness, a righteousness yet to be
manifested in the psalmist’s experience. So even though he was slandered and attacked, David wholeheartedly trusted in his
righteous LORD the Most High; for vindication and equity.
. “LORD Most High” speaks of God’s exalted, sovereign position in heaven.
Yahweh - Jehovah
Elyown - Most high
This holy title appears 23 times in the Psalms
PSALM EIGHT
Messianic Psalm
In this psalm David marveled that the glorious Lord of heaven, whose name is excellent, should graciously use people in the
earth’s dominion. The passage considers the dignity of mankind as God’s representative on earth, without noting the Fall’s
consequence of chaos and rebellion.
Superscription information
The meaning of Gittith is uncertain. It is derived from "Gath" and may indicate a tune or instrument connected with that
place. Gath in Hebrew means wine press. This could indicate judgment.
Isaiah 63:3
I have trodden the winepress alone; and of the people there was none with me: for I will tread them in mine anger, and
trample them in my fury; and their blood shall be sprinkled upon my garments, and I will stain all my raiment.
Revelation 19:15
15
And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod
of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.
Ch. 8 In this hymn of praise, David marvels at the majesty of the Lord, who uses the weak (infants, v. 2) to overthrow the
mighty (vv. 1-2), ponders the thought that God has entrusted His creation to the dominion of man (vv. 3-8), and concludes
with a note of praise (v. 9).
The Glory of the Lord in Creation
Jehovah Adonay,master
you
(Psalms 8:1) O LORD, our Lord, How excellent is Your name in all the earth, Who have set Your glory above the
heavens!
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Notice in verse one and verse 9 we have a repeat of O LORD our Lord, how excellent is your name in all the earth.
Your name - holds his word above his name
Ps 138:2
I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy lovingkindness and for thy truth: for thou hast
magnified thy word above all thy name.
The Lord’s majesty
8:1. The beginning and ending of the psalm (vv. 1, 9) give the same exclamation of God’s majestic… name. The name,
that is, the revealed character of God, is exalted above all Creation. The word majestic suggests splendor and magnificence.
It is a fitting note of praise for the Lord of Creation.
The vocative O LORD, our Lord is important in this idea. Addressing God by His personal name Yahweh (“LORD”),
David then identified Him as “our Lord” ()a6d{o4nay), the Sovereign or Master. “Lord” stresses God’s dominion over His
Creation.
The Hebrew of the last part of verse 1 is difficult. Though the text has an imperative verb, most translations (including the
NIV) apparently take it as an infinitive and render it as a statement about God’s majesty: You have set. It describes His
exaltation (glory) as being high above the heavens.
Your glory above the heavens!
In Hebrew the above sentence would be as follows:
Howd kaa al hasha ama ayim
howd (hode); glory
grandeur (i.e. an imposing form and appearance):
KJV-- beauty, comeliness, excellency, glorious, glory, goodly, honour, majesty.
shamayim (shaw-mah'-yim);heavens
from an unused root meaning to be lofty; the sky (as aloft; where the celestial bodies revolve):
see verse 3
(Psalms 8:2) Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants You have ordained strength, Because of Your enemies,
That You may silence the enemy and the avenger.
David marveled that God uses strength from children to silence His enemies (and the foe and the avenger). (The NIV
translates )o4z, “strength” by the word praise because “strength” here may indicate “praise for [God’s) strength”;. The idea
is that the Lord has ordained that the weakest shall confound the strong . Mankind, even weak children and infants,
represents the strength of God in the earth.
`oz (oze);strength, strength in various applications (force, security, majesty, praise):
1 Corinthians 1:27
But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world
to confound the things which are mighty;
Christ, at His triumphal entry, avowed that the cries of the children-"Hosanna to the Son of David" (Matt. 21:15, 16)-were a
fulfillment of this verse, affirming this as a messianic psalm.
Matthew 21:15-16
15
And when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children crying in the temple,
and saying, Hosanna to the Son of David; they were sore displeased,
16
And said unto him, Hearest thou what these say? And Jesus saith unto them, Yea; have ye never read, Out of the
mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise?
From nursing babies to heavenly bodies, God is Lord of all!
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The Lord’s Creation
David now examined the marvelous theme that God should graciously entrust his dominion to man.
(Psalms 8:3) When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, The moon and the stars, which You have
ordained,
see verse 2
Enosh
Adam
(Psalms 8:4) What is man that You are mindful of him, And the son of man that You visit him?
Care for him
Two different Hebrew words are employed in reference to man in this text
(1) ^enosh (first occurrence), which portrays man in all his weakness and frailty; and
(2) ^adam (second occurrence), which magnifies man's relationship to the ground.
The psalm is paradoxical in the sense that man is pictured as being weak and mortal on the one hand, yet possessing a dignity
and glory second only to God on the other.
Job 7:1
1
Is there not an appointed time to man upon earth? are not his days also like the days of an hireling?
Though each person is insignificant compared to the stupendous work of creation, God cares for him.
Unfallen state of man
Elohim - God
(Psalms 8:5) For You have made him a little lower than the angels, And You have crowned him with glory and honor.
God. The Hebrew word Elohim is usually translated, as here, "God." The psalmist views man, created in God's image, as a
little lower than God. In Heb. 2:6-8, the passage is applied to Christ as Son of Man.
'elohiym (el-o-heem')
The term translated "angels" may better be rendered "God," the usual meaning of ^elohim (Heb.). This also corresponds to
N.T. interpretation, in that angels are not considered a higher order of beings than man (cf. 1 Cor. 6:3).
1 Corinthians 6:3
Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more things that pertain to this life?
However, the verse is quoted in Heb. 2:7, where it is translated "angels" (angelos, Gk.) following the LXX rendering. The
solution to the apparent discrepancy is as follows:
(1) Psalm 8:5 refers to man's unfallen state;
(2) Heb. 2:7 pictures man's fallen state;
(3) Heb. 2:9 denotes Christ's human and unglorified state .
HEBREWS 2:6-11
6
But one in a certain place testified, saying, What is man, that thou art mindful of him? or the son of man, that thou
visitest him?
7
Thou madest him a little lower than the angels; thou crownedst him with glory and honour, and didst set him
over the works of thy hands:
8
Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. For in that he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing
that is not put under him. But now we see not yet all things put under him.
9
But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory
and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man.
10
For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make
the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.
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11
For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call
them brethren,
Scofield’s View of Psalm 8:5
In Ps 2 Christ is seen as God's Son and King, rejected and crucified but yet to reign in Zion.
In Ps 8, while His Deity is fully recognized (v. 1; Ps 110 with Mat 22:41 - 46), He is seen as Son of man (vv. 4 - 6) who,
"made . . . [for] a little [while] lower than the heavenly beings," is to have dominion over the redeemed creation (Heb 2:6 11).
Thus this Psalm speaks primarily of what God bestowed upon the human race as represented in Adam (Gen 1:26,28). That
which the first man lost, the second Man and "last Adam" more than regained.
Hebrews 2:6 - 11, in connection with Ps 8 and Rom 8:17 - 21, shows that the "many sons" whom He is bringing to glory are
joint heirs with Him in both the royal right of Ps 2 and the human right of Heb 2.
Romans 8:17-21
17
And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may
be also glorified together.
18
For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be
revealed in us.
19
For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God.
20
For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in
hope,
21
Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the
children of God.
(Psalms 8:6) You have made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands; You have put all things under his feet,
Psalms 8:6: This verse speaks of the dominion initially delegated to man in Gen. 1:26. Paul, however, extends the meaning
and applies it to the universal dominion of Christ .
Genesis 1:26
26
And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the
sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon
the earth.
1 Cor. 15:27
For he hath put all things under his feet. But when he saith, all things are put under him, it is manifest that he is excepted,
which did put all things under him.
Eph. 1:22
And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church,
Vs. 8:6-8 Man was given the high position of ruling over the earth but forfeited it when he sinned. Yet he will regain that
position in Christ, who will subject all things to Himself when He comes again.
(Psalms 8:7) All sheep and oxen; Even the beasts of the field,
(Psalms 8:8) The birds of the air, And the fish of the sea That pass through the paths of the seas.

See verse one
(Psalms 8:9) O LORD, our Lord, How excellent is Your name in all the earth!
The Lord’s majesty
8:9. The psalm closes with the same expression of praise for God’s majestic… name with which it began (cf. v. 1).
God’s majesty has been displayed in His care and design for finite man.
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PSALM NINE
A partial Acrostic Psalm

Prayer and Thanksgiving for the LORD'S Righteous Judgments
(Psalms 9:1) I will praise You, O LORD, with my whole heart; I will tell of all Your marvelous works.
Ch. 9 Here David praises the Lord, the righteous Judge, for destroying the wicked (vv. 1-10), exhorts the people to
praise Him (vv. 11-12), and calls upon God to destroy the wicked so that the righteous may be delivered (vv. 13-20).
Together with Ps. 10, this forms a partially alphabetic acrostic in the Hebrew text, every alternate verse (for the most part)
beginning with the next successive letter of the Hebrew alphabet. Muth-labben means "death for (or of) the son," but what it
refers to is uncertain. Perhaps the clue in 2 Sam. 12:20 is the answer.
2 Samuel 12:20
20
Then David arose from the earth, and washed, and anointed himself, and changed his apparel, and came into the
house of the LORD, and worshipped: then he came to his own house; and when he required, they set bread before him, and
he did eat.
In the psalm David praised the Lord for manifesting His righteousness in judging wicked nations, and for being a true and
eternal Judge in whom the afflicted may trust. He then prayed that God would give him further cause for praise by seeing his
affliction and removing it from him.
“Wonders” (nip{la4)o=t{, “things extraordinary or surpassing”) is used frequently of God’s works in the Psalms
(Psalms 9:2) I will be glad and rejoice in You; I will sing praise to Your name, O Most High.
9:1-2. The first portion of the psalm (vv. 1-12) speaks of God as the true Judge and the Hope of the afflicted. In view of
this, David resolved to praise Him wholeheartedly, to tell of His wonders, to be joyful in God, and to sing to Him.
'elyown-most high
Highest, Most High
a name of God
(Psalms 9:3) When my enemies turn back, They shall fall and perish at Your presence.
9:3-6. The cause for David’s praise is recorded in these verses. The Lord manifested His righteousness (v. 4) by
vindicating David’s cause. His enemies were turned back (v. 3), rebuked, and destroyed (v. 5). Even the name of the nations
(also mentioned in vv. 15, 17, 19-20) was blotted out. Such a description vividly portrayed their defeat—not even their name
would be perpetuated. Memory of them was destroyed after their cities were demolished (v. 6).
All of this, David wrote, was evidence that God upheld his cause, and rules righteously from His throne (v. 4).
(Psalms 9:4) For You have maintained my right and my cause; You sat on the throne judging in righteousness.
(Psalms 9:5) You have rebuked the nations, You have destroyed the wicked; You have blotted out their name forever and
ever.

(Psalms 9:6) O enemy, destructions are finished forever! And you have destroyed cities; Even their memory has perished.
Vs. 9:5-6 These verses teach that the wicked are to be punished forever.
(Psalms 9:7) But the LORD shall endure forever; He has prepared His throne for judgment.
(Psalms 9:8) He shall judge the world in righteousness, And He shall administer judgment for the peoples in uprightness.
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9:7-10. On the basis of the deliverance spoken of in verses 3-6, David declared that the LORD is a true and eternal Judge
and a Fortress for the afflicted. The psalmist’s praise at first was directed to the LORD and His eternal reign over the earth
(vv. 7-8).
stronghold
(Psalms 9:9) The LORD also will be a refuge for the oppressed, A refuge in times of trouble.
Stronghold. A refuge A citadel high and safe into which the oppressed retreat.
Another Hebrew word translated “refuge” in the Psalms is mah[seh, “shelter from danger
Then David applied that truth to people’s needs. The afflicted and the oppressed, those who are most frequently ignored
or abused by human judgment, are championed by the righteous Judge. The Lord God is their Refuge and Stronghold in
times of trouble. The word mis8gob{ used twice in verse 9 and translated both “refuge” and “stronghold,” suggests security
and protection in a high, safe place of retreat.
(Psalms 9:10) And those who know Your name will put their trust in You; For You, LORD, have not forsaken those who
seek You.
Knowing of God’s security and protection, His own can trust Him.
(Psalms 9:11) Sing praises to the LORD, who dwells in Zion! Declare His deeds among the people.
9:11-12. This praise section (vv. 1-12) closes with the psalmist’s exhortation to the people, especially the afflicted
whom God does not ignore (v. 12), to sing praises to the LORD (cf. v. 2) and tell what He has done (v. 11).
(Psalms 9:12) When He avenges blood, He remembers them; He does not forget the cry of the humble.
requires blood. I.e., avenges blood by requiring capital punishment .
Genesis 9:5-6
5
And surely your blood of your lives will I require; at the hand of every beast will I require it, and at the hand of
man; at the hand of every man's brother will I require the life of man.
6
Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God made he man.
(Psalms 9:13) Have mercy on me, O LORD! Consider my trouble from those who hate me, You who lift me up from the
gates of death,
9:13-14. In view of God’s past deliverances, David now called on God to respond to his affliction and give him reason
to praise. The psalmist asked the LORD to notice how his enemies persecute him. In danger of dying, he called on God to
rescue him from the gates of death .
Isaiah 38:10
I said in the cutting off of my days, I shall go to the gates of the grave: I am deprived of the residue of my years.
(Psalms 9:14) That I may tell of all Your praise In the gates of the daughter of Zion. I will rejoice in Your salvation.
If delivered, he would then praise the Lord in the gates of the
Daughter of Zion (i.e., the tabernacle in Jerusalem).
(Psalms 9:15) The nations have sunk down in the pit which they made; In the net which they hid, their own foot is caught.
9:15-16. David’s prayer was supported by his confident trust in the LORD. In verses 15-18 David rehearsed the
reputation God has for destroying the wicked who afflict the needy.
Verse 15 may have been written in anticipation of the enemy’s destruction as is done in the “confidence” sections in
various psalms. If so, David foresaw how the wicked would fall into their own pit and net. Nevertheless the Lord’s justice is
well known, for the evil that the wicked devise returns on them.
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(Psalms 9:16) The LORD is known by the judgment He executes; The wicked is snared in the work of his own hands.
Meditation. Selah
Higgaion (Heb.), translated "Meditation," is possibly a musical term, the meaning is uncertain, may indicate the use of
quieter instruments.
(Psalms 9:17) The wicked shall be turned into hell, And all the nations that forget God.
Psalms 9:17: "Hell" translates the Hebrew she^ol . The wicked go to Sheol (meaning "the grave") In contrast, God
remembers the needy.
The expression forget God is sometimes contrasted in the Psalms with the word “remember,” a term that signifies faith
and prayer. Those who reject and ignore the Lord have no hope.
(Psalms 9:18) For the needy shall not always be forgotten; The expectation of the poor shall not perish forever.
The destiny of the wicked, who return to the grave (s]e)o=l, sheol), is contrasted with the needy and afflicted, who will see
their hope fulfilled.
(Psalms 9:19) Arise, O LORD, Do not let man prevail; Let the nations be judged in Your sight.
9:19-20. The psalm closes with the prayer that the LORD would arise and put mortal man ()e6no=s;) to fear in a terrifying
judgment. Such a destruction would make the wicked realize that they are but human ()e6no=s) and that they cannot oppress
those who trust in the LORD.
(Psalms 9:20) Put them in fear, O LORD, That the nations may know themselves to be but men. Selah

PSALM TEN
An Acrostic Psalm
In this individual lament psalm, the psalmist elaborates on the ungodliness and unrighteousness of the wicked who oppress
the afflicted (vv. 1-11), petitions the Lord to deliver the afflicted and to destroy the wicked (vv. 12-15), and expresses
confidence that the Lord has answered his prayer (vv. 16-18). Although this psalm lacks a superscription, David is likely the
author in view of the close relationship between this psalm and Ps. 9.
However this Psalm is listed under anonymous.
The idea of praise for righteous vindication, clearly evident in Psalm 9, is less pronounced in Psalm 10.
This is a prayer for God not to delay His help for the afflicted. The psalmist described the awesome power of the
wicked in their impiety toward God and their lurking against the helpless. Then he pleaded with God to arise and avenge the
oppressed by breaking the wicked.
A Song of Confidence in God's Triumph over Evil
(Psalms 10:1) Why do You stand afar off, O LORD? Why do You hide in times of trouble?
10:1. The first part of the psalm is a forceful description of the wicked’s vicious power. But at the beginning the writer
turned his complaint to the Lord, who seemed to be uninterested in the plight of the oppressed. The fact that the
wicked may triumph caused the psalmist to ask why the LORD was hiding Himself from the trouble (cf. “why” again in v.
13). The question is a bold expression of the true feelings of oppressed people who cry out for help.
(Psalms 10:2) The wicked in his pride persecutes the poor; Let them be caught in the plots which they have devised.
10:2-7. In these verses David delineated the character of the oppressor. Full of pride (arrogance, v. 2, and boasts, v.
3) the wicked man afflicts the weak and speaks abusively of the LORD (cf. v. 13). The wicked person is confident (pride,
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v. 4, haughty, v. 5), and has no room for God or God’s laws. Such a person is convinced that he cannot be moved from
his wicked ways. He thinks he can continue undisturbed in his prosperity (v. 5) and happiness (v. 6;)
see verse 13 - renounces
(Psalms 10:3) For the wicked boasts of his heart's desire; He blesses the greedy and renounces the LORD.
(Psalms 10:4) The wicked in his proud countenance does not seek God; God is in none of his thoughts.
(Psalms 10:5) His ways are always prospering; Your judgments are far above, out of his sight; As for all his enemies, he
sneers at them.
(Psalms 10:6) He has said in his heart, "I shall not be moved; I shall never be in adversity."
(Psalms 10:7) His mouth is full of cursing and deceit and oppression; Under his tongue is trouble and iniquity.
His words are deceitful and destructive (10:7). The clause trouble and evil are under his tongue means that the words
he speaks will cause calamity.
Psalms 10:7: Paul makes reference to this verse in his declaration of the universal corruption of man.
Romans 3:14
14
Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness:
(Psalms 10:8) He sits in the lurking places of the villages; In the secret places he murders the innocent; His eyes are
secretly fixed on the helpless.
10:8-11. Here the psalmist described the wicked as lurking (lies in wait occurs three times in vv. 8-9) in secret places
like a lion to attack his helpless (cf. 10:12) victims, and
(Psalms 10:9) He lies in wait secretly, as a lion in his den; He lies in wait to catch the poor; He catches the poor when he
draws him into his net.
to drag them off as a fisherman does with his net. This imagery of a lion and a fisherman suggests cunning men waiting to
attack. The afflicted (i.e., the righteous) are crushed by the wicked.
(Psalms 10:10) So he crouches, he lies low, That the helpless may fall by his strength.
(Psalms 10:11) He has said in his heart, "God has forgotten; He hides His face; He will never see."
Since God may not immediately rescue them, the wicked person is convinced that God does not care for or see the righteous.
(Psalms 10:12) Arise, O LORD! O God, lift up Your hand! Do not forget the humble.
Yahweh , El
10:12-15. Making an earnest cry for vengeance, the psalmist called on God to arise and help the helpless
See verse 3 - renounces
(Psalms 10:13) Why do the wicked renounce God? He has said in his heart, "You will not require an account."
One reason for this request is that the wicked should not be allowed to despise God (cf. v. 3) and to think he can get away
with his actions (cf. why in v. 1).
(Psalms 10:14) But You have seen, for You observe trouble and grief, To repay it by Your hand. The helpless commits
himself to You; You are the helper of the fatherless.
The Lord should be motivated to respond because the afflicted trust God who sees trouble and grief and is their Helper (v.
14).
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(Psalms 10:15) Break the arm of the wicked and the evil man; Seek out his wickedness until You find none.
arm. A symbol of power.
The psalmist’s specific re quest was that God would punish the wicked (v. 15). Here the imagery is again graphic: to break
one’s arm means to destroy his power. If God so judges the wicked by such a destruction, then they would be called to
account for their deeds. The psalmist would then no longer be able to say that God does not see his deeds (cf. v. 13) or care
for the afflicted.
(Psalms 10:16) The LORD is King forever and ever; The nations have perished out of His land.
10:16-18. The psalm closes with an expression of confidence that the writer’s prayer has been heard. Here as well as in
Psalm 9 the psalmist declared that the LORD is sovereign (cf. 9:7) and that those in the nations (cf. 9:5, 15, 17, 19-20) who
oppose Him will perish (cf. 9:3, 5, 15).
(Psalms 10:17) LORD, You have heard the desire of the humble; You will prepare their heart; You will cause Your ear to
hear,
The psalmist was sure that the LORD hears the cry of the afflicted and defends their cause, so that the wicked—who are
mere mortals ()e6no=s; cf. 9:20 and comments on 8:4) will not terrify them anymore.
(Psalms 10:18) To do justice to the fatherless and the oppressed, That the man of the earth may oppress no more.
Faith that God defends the afflicted and the needy against the tyranny of the wicked was a comfort to the psalmist and the
basis for his prayer.
PSALM ELEVEN
A Song of Trust
The historical setting of this psalm is unknown; apparently David was in desperate straits with his life in danger. The
temptation to run from danger challenged his confidence in God.
The psalm’s message is as follows:
faced with the temptation to flee at a time when lawful authority was being destroyed, the psalmist held fast to his faith
in the Lord, who will ultimately destroy the wicked whom He hates and deliver the righteous whom He loves.
Poor advice from well meaning friends
(Psalms 11:1) In the LORD I put my trust; How can you say to my soul, "Flee as a bird to your mountain"?
Har , place of safety, a high place
The psalm begins with the psalmist’s repudiation of the temptation to flee from danger.
How can you say . . . ? Evidently the advice of well-meaning friends to yield to expediency and flee. foundations of society.
David marveled at this suggestion from the fainthearted because it defied his faith in the Lord. His initial
declaration, In the LORD I take (or have taken) refuge, counteracts their suggestion.
The fainthearted advised David to flee like a bird to a mountain where he would be safe. But instead he fled to the Lord
for safety.
In this song of trust, David, faced with the temptation to flee (vv. 1-3),
expresses his faith in the Lord, who will destroy the wicked and deliver the righteous (vv. 4-7).
The setting may be Saul's attempt to kill David .
1 Samuel 18:11
And Saul cast the javelin; for he said, I will smite David even to the wall with it. And David avoided out of his presence
twice.
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1 Samuel 19:10
10 And Saul sought to smite David even to the wall with the javelin; but he slipped away out of Saul's presence, and he
smote the javelin into the wall: and David fled, and escaped that night.
(Psalms 11:2) For look! The wicked bend their bow, They make ready their arrow on the string, That they may shoot
secretly at the upright in heart.
11:2. This temptation came because the wicked were out to destroy the righteous, including David. The wicked bend their
bows to fasten the strings on them, and then. place their arrows on the strings to shoot in secrecy at the upright. It may be
that a literal attack is in view, but more likely the bows and arrows denote slanderous words that destroy, as is often true in
the Psalms.
(Psalms 11:3) If the foundations are destroyed, What can the righteous do?
If the foundations of society are overthrown, what can the righteous do? These foundations refer to the Law and the
order of society based on the Lord’s rule. The temptation from the fainthearted, then, was based on a fear that the nation
might crumble. Their view was experiential and earthward. David’s view was higher. David trusted God. See verse one
Hekal
seat of honor
(Psalms 11:4) The LORD is in His holy temple, The Lord's throne is in heaven; His eyes behold, His eyelids test the sons
of men.
bachan
“His eyelids.” He observes is literally, “His eyes see,” Eyelids normally contract when examining closely. This bold
anthropomorphism stresses the precise omniscience of God. To scrutinize very carefully all that man does. (The motive
of man)
Tests , Hebrew, bachan to examine sees -investigates the activities of the sons of men (children)
Sons of men , children of men
David contrasted the problem on earth with the exalted position of the LORD in heaven. “What can the righteous do?”
the fainthearted had asked (v. 3). David responded that the righteous can trust in the real Source of secure government—
the LORD, whose throne is exalted in the heavens, His holy temple, far from the dissimulation of the wicked. Because the
Lord is sovereignly ruling over the earth, He sees and thoroughly investigates the activities of the sons of men .
David prefers the way of faith. God's eyelids narrow as He scrutinizes men.
bachan. Proves,trials Rasha-guilty ones
(Psalms 11:5) The LORD tests the righteous, But the wicked and the one who loves violence His soul hates.
cruelty
God examines (tests, refines) the righteous, but He hates the wicked and people who love violence. God is opposed to all
who choose wickedness and violence in opposition to His will.
May he
snares
Esh- Gods anger
Judgment
(Psalms 11:6) Upon the wicked He will rain coals; Fire and
brimstone and a burning wind Shall be the
portion of their cup.
Heb. Ruwach , a scorching breath
lot
11:6. The psalmist then looked to a sudden and swift judgment on the wicked. He will rain could also be translated,
“May He rain.” Burning sulfur is reminiscent of God’s judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen. 19:24). Fiery coals may
possibly be translated “snares.” If so, the psalmist was anticipating a fitting judgment for the wicked—they would be
trapped. At any rate scorching judgment is their destiny.
snares. Coals
Possibly burning coals or, perhaps, traps.
just
justice
face
(Psalms 11:7) For the LORD is righteous, He loves righteousness; His countenance beholds the upright.
Those that please God
In contrast with God’s judgment on the wicked (v. 6), the LORD, who is righteous… loves justice (lit., “righteousness”) .
The upright—those who by faith trust Him and seek to follow His ways—will see His face. This means that the righteous
are admitted to His presence and enjoy His blessings.
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PSALM TWELVE
This psalm expresses David’s confidence in the untarnished words of God that assure him He will deliver those
who seek His salvation. This expression of confidence comes in the midst of a culture that oppressed the weak with
deception. The setting of the psalm is unknown, but many incidents in the life of David could have prompted such a psalm
(cf. 1 Sam. 23:11, 19; 26:19). But the language of the psalm is general enough to fit several situations.
1 Samuel 23:19
Then came up the Ziphites to Saul to Gibeah, saying, Doth not David hide himself with us in strong holds in the wood,
in the hill of Hachilah, which is on the south of Jeshimon?
1 Samuel 26:19
Now therefore, I pray thee, let my lord the king hear the words of his servant. If the LORD have stirred thee up against
me, let him accept an offering: but if they be the children of men, cursed be they before the LORD; for they have driven me
out this day from abiding in the inheritance of the LORD, saying, Go, serve other gods.
1 Samuel 23:11
Will the men of Keilah deliver me up into his hand? will Saul come down, as thy servant hath heard? O LORD God of
Israel, I beseech thee, tell thy servant. And the LORD said, He will come down.
Man's Treachery and God's Constancy
chaciyd, faithful
aman, the nourished ones
(Psalms 12:1) Help, LORD, for the godly man ceases! For the faithful
disappear from among the sons of men.
Pacac ,vanish, cease
adam
The psalmist cried out to God (vv. 1-4) for deliverance from the midst of a lying and arrogant people.
In this lament psalm,
David contrasts the trouble caused by the wicked words of evil men (vv. 1-5)
with his trust in the true words of the Lord (vv. 6-8).
The aggressiveness of wickedness makes it seem to David that the righteous have disappeared from the earth.
His introductory cry laments the fact that the godly were apparently extinct. People who showed faithful covenant loyalty
had disappeared from the land. (The word for “faithful” is h[as|<d{, related to h[esed{, “loyal love or covenant loyalty.”) In their
place were those who lied and deceived.
Nourished ones
John 6:51
I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I
will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.
John 6:48
I am that bread of life.
Smoothness of speech
(Psalms 12:2) They speak idly everyone with his neighbor; With flattering lips and a double heart they speak.
Leb, dishonest words, inner man,his mind
Their words were dishonest and therefore untrustworthy. The society had become altogether corrupt. There seemed to be
no trustworthy, honest people on whom the psalmist could depend.
(Psalms 12:3) May the LORD cut off all flattering lips, And the tongue that speaks proud things,
Gadol - haughty-naughty-arrogant things
12:3-4. So the psalmist prayed that the LORD would cut off… flattering, lying lips. These people were filled with pride
(they were boastful), assuming that through propaganda, flattery, and deception they could achieve their goals..
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(Psalms 12:4) Who have said, "With our tongue we will prevail; Our lips are our own; Who is lord over us?"
master
Saying, we will triumph with our tongues, they assumed they could do as they pleased: Who is our master? David wanted
God to destroy them and end their arrogant boasting
The words of evil men manipulate rather than communicate and are described as empty talk (#1falsehood), smooth talk
(#1flattering), double talk, and big talk (v. 4)
ruin
groanings
poor
(Psalms 12:5) "For the oppression of the poor, for the sighing of the needy, Now I will arise," says the LORD; "I will set
him in the safety for which he yearns."
Come on the scene
prosperity
The psalmist received assurance that the LORD would arise and free the weak and… the needy from oppression. God
promised to deliver those who trusted in Him from those who were maligning them. The Lord promises deliverance for the
afflicted and needy.
imrah
morally clean
metal tested
(Psalms 12:6) The words of the LORD are pure words, Like silver tried in a
furnace of earth, Purified seven times.
Crucible
complete
God's words are as pure and valuable as fully refined silver.
Because of assurance from God that the afflicted would be delivered (v. 5) the psalmist expressed confidence in the
untarnished words of God, even though he knew the wicked were all around him.
In contrast with the wicked’s words, the Lord’s words are pure (purified) and true. Their untarnished nature is compared
to the process of refining silver; it is as if the words of the LORD had been refined… seven times, the number of
completeness and perfection. What God says is true and reliable. His words are not tainted with deceit and false flattery (in
contrast with the wicked’s words, 12:2-3) but are fully dependable.
(Psalms 12:7) You shall keep them, O LORD, You shall preserve them from this generation
forever.
Period of time
olam, everlasting
12:7-8. Therefore the psalmist trusted in God’s word that He would keep them safe in the midst of proud people who
strut about in smug self-confidence, placing a premium on things that are vile (zu4llu=t, a word used only here in the OT,
means something squandered or worthless). Verse 8 pictures worthless and ruthless men who exercise authority and
power through deceptive words. Yet God’s words, which are true, affirm that such people will be destroyed.
guilty ,Criminal move in a circuit
worthless pursuits
(Psalms 12:8) The wicked prowl on every side, When vileness
is exalted among the sons of men.
Set on high
Adam
Prowl strut arrogantly. move
Personal observation: A description of this present world.
PSALM THIRTEEN
This psalm records the cry of the afflicted and therefore harmonizes with several of the preceding psalms. Here David
rested confidently on the loyal love of the Lord (v. 5), even though he found no immediate deliverance from the
oppression of the adversary, God’s enemy.
Trust in the Salvation of the LORD
(Psalms 13:1) How long, O LORD? Will You forget me forever? How long will You hide Your face from me?
Notice the repeating of the phrase four times

How long?

which indicates the extremity of David's misery.

Here David laments his oppression by the enemy (vv. 1-2),
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petitions God to deliver him (vv. 3-4),
and confidently resolves to praise God for that deliverance (vv. 5-6).
This psalm might well be entitled "When God Hides His Face." No less than four times David pleads, "How long?"
(vv. 1, 2). Why does it seem that God sometimes hides His face from the cries and petitions of His children? The Bible gives
several forthright replies:
(1) because sin is prevalent
Isa. 59:1-2
1
Behold, the LORD's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear:
2
But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he
will not hear.
1 Cor. 11:31-32
31
For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.
32
But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world.
(2) because there is a lack of wholehearted devotion
Jer. 29:13
And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.
(3) sometimes to encourage man's spiritual growth and development
2 Cor. 12:7-10
7
And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn
in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure.
8
For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me.
9
And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly
therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.
10
Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's
sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.
Heb. 12:10-11
10
For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers
of his holiness.
11
Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the
peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.
James 1:2-4
2
My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;
3
Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.
4
But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.
1 Pet. 1:6-7
6
Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations:
7
That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire,
might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:
Agonize thoughts over
(Psalms 13:2) How long shall I take counsel in my soul, Having sorrow in my heart daily? How long will my enemy be
exalted over me?
In a series of rhetorical questions designed to motivate God to answer his prayer, David asked God how long four times in
these two verses He would wait before answering. David felt ignored by God and forgotten. Would this continue
indefinitely? Wrestling inwardly (with my thoughts is lit., “in my soul”), David lamented that he spent every day in this
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distressing situation, that his heart was filled with struggles and sorrow. As a result of his apparently being forsaken by God,
his enemies triumphed over him.
Give divine wisdom
(Psalms 13:3) Consider and hear me, O LORD my God; Enlighten my eyes, Lest I sleep the sleep of death;
David called on the Lord to look… answer, and rescue him from his situation. Give light to my eyes was David’s way
of requesting divine wisdom or perspective on his need.
He earnestly prayed this lest he sleep in death (fall is lit., “die”), thus bringing triumphant joy to his enemy.
(Psalms 13:4) Lest my enemy say, "I have prevailed against him"; Lest those who trouble me rejoice when I am moved.
when I am shaken.., when I die.
(Psalms 13:5) But I have trusted in Your mercy; My heart shall rejoice in Your salvation.
. David expressed his trust in the Lord’s unfailing love (h[esed{), the loyal love the Lord has for those who trust in Him.
The enemies of David were challenging the faithfulness of God’s love to one of his covenant believers.
David trusts in God's loyal love (lovingkindness)His salvation, and His bountiful care.
With care
(Psalms 13:6) I will sing to the LORD, Because He has dealt bountifully with me.
The psalmist, assured that his prayer had been heard, resolved to rejoice and sing to the LORD for giving him salvation
and for dealing bountifully with him. (This is the first of several dozen references in the Pss. to God’s being good.) He fully
anticipated the end of his long wait.

PSALM FOURTEEN
Knowing that the human race is foolish and corrupt, and that the Lord will destroy such people for their actions,
the psalmist longed for the establishment of the Lord’s kingdom on earth.
Ch. 14 David laments the moral foolishness and corruption of the whole human race (vv. 1-6) and longs for the
establishment of the righteous kingdom of the Lord on earth (v. 7).
This psalm, with only slight changes in verses 5-6, is identical to Ps. 53.
Folly of the Godless, and God's Final Triumph
leb
(Psalms 14:1) The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God." They are corrupt, They have done abominable works,
There is none who does good.
See verse 3 for different meaning of corrupt.
Leb - corrupt man, the mind, the will, the heart, understanding the inner part,
This Hebrew word for corrupt (leb) is different from the word in verse 3.
Vs. 14:1 The fool (one who is morally perverse, not mentally deficient) is described as to his belief (no God) and behavior
(no one . . . good).
David affirmed God’s indictment on the human race: they are fools. Verse 1 gives a summary description of the fool (na4b{a4l,
one who is morally insensitive and impious). A fool believes that there is no God, and leads a corrupt life. These two
statements are related. As a practical atheist (i.e., living his life as if there were no God) he is the inner
separated from the wisdom revealed in God’s Word. As a result he is corrupt, spoiling whatever he does. His actions
are vile, that is, he does abominable things that the Lord hates. Without faith no one can please God, so there are none
who do good.
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"Fool" (naval, Heb.) denotes moral perversity, not mental deficiency (v. 1). In Rom. 3:10-12, Paul cites this passage as
sufficient evidence of the universal depravity of mankind. This psalm also vividly illustrates the irrevocable and unalterable
truth that when men deny the existence of God, wickedness and evil prevail.
Rom 3:10-12
10
As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:
11
There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.
12
They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.
Read page 563 in Believer’s Bible Commentary (the earth rotates etc.)
(Psalms 14:2) The LORD looks down from heaven upon the children of men, To see if there are any who understand,
who seek God.
14:2. The psalmist’s evaluation of the human race was based on the Lord’s looking down to examine people (the sons
of men). The psalmist pictured the LORD looking to see if anyone had understanding, that is, if any were seeking God. The
beginning of wisdom is fear of the Lord (Prov. 1:7). Since the fool refuses to accept this fact, he has no understanding.
Examples of the Lord’s seeing how wicked the race was include Babel (Gen. 11:1-9) and Sodom (Gen. 18:21).
Genesis 11:1-9
1
And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech.
2
And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt
there.
3
And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them throughly. And they had brick for stone, and
slime had they for morter.
4
And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a
name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.
5
And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men builded.
6
And the LORD said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now
nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do.
7
Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one another's speech.
8
So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city.
9
Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the LORD did there confound the language of all the earth: and
from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.
Genesis 18:21
21
I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry of it, which is come unto me;
and if not, I will know.
Proverbs 1:7
7
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.
alach
(Psalms 14:3) They have all turned aside, They have together become corrupt; There is none who does good, No, not one.
See verse 1 for the different meaning of corrupt.
'alach - become corrupt
become filthy. Influences to evil
to muddle, to turn (morally) corrupt: Like sour milk, infects all around it.
Like polluted springs of water
14:3. In searching for prudent people, God saw that the entire human race had turned aside and become corrupt (lit.,
“sour” like milk). This word )a4lah, which occurs only here and in Job 15:16 and Psalm 53:3, is used in a moral sense.
(This word for corrupt differs from the word for corrupt in 14:1.) Consequently God said that not one solitary person
does good. The only hope for the race, the Scriptures teach, is for individuals to turn to the Lord for salvation.
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Job 15:16
How much more abominable and filthy is man, which drinketh iniquity like water?
(Psalms 14:4) Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge, Who eat up my people as they eat bread, And do not call on
the LORD?
14:4-6. David revealed the outcome of the struggle between these workers of iniquity and the righteous. He was amazed
at the ignorance of evildoers who think they can freely devour God’s people. Their wickedness is most pronounced in their
vicious attack on His people.
(Psalms 14:5) There they are in great fear, For God is with the generation of the righteous.
They are oblivious to the fact that God will overwhelm them, because in attacking the people of God they are attacking
God. He is present in the midst of His people. So the psalmist foresaw that the wicked will be in great dread when the Lord
judges them for persecuting His own
(Psalms 14:6) You shame the counsel of the poor, But the LORD is his refuge.
They may frustrate the lives of God’s people (the poor) for a time, but those people will be vindicated because they trust in
the LORD… their Refuge (mah[seh, “shelter from danger,” a word used of the Lord nine times in the Pss: 14:6; 46:1;
61:3; 62:7-8; 71:7; 73:28; 91:2, 9).
(Psalms 14:7) Oh, that the salvation of Israel would come out of Zion! When the LORD brings back the captivity of His
people, Let Jacob rejoice and Israel be glad.
14:7. David yearned for the establishment of the Lord’s kingdom (cf. Matt. 6:10). The LORD, when He delivers His
nation Israel from the presence of the wicked (cf. Rom. 11:26-27), will bring great joy to His people (cf. Zeph. 3:14-16). The
psalmist was clearly longing for the establishment of God’s righteous rule from Zion and for the destruction of the wicked
who persist in ungodliness.
Matthew 6:10
10
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.
Romans 11:26-27
26
And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away
ungodliness from Jacob:
27
For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins.
Zeph. 3:14-16
14
Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel; be glad and rejoice with all the heart, O daughter of Jerusalem.
15
The LORD hath taken away thy judgments, he hath cast out thine enemy: the king of Israel, even the LORD, is in
the midst of thee: thou shalt not see evil any more.
16
In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem, Fear thou not: and to Zion, Let not thine hands be slack.
David longs for the establishing of the messianic kingdom on earth (cf. Isa. 59:20-21; Rom. 11:26-27).
Zion. Jerusalem, which will be the capital of the kingdom (Isa. 2:3).
Isaiah 59:20-21
20
And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob, saith the LORD.
21
As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the LORD; My spirit that is upon thee, and my words which I have
put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed,
saith the LORD, from henceforth and for ever.
Isaiah 2:3
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3
And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God
of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word
of the LORD from Jerusalem.
PSALM FIFTEEN
This psalm explains who is worthy to be a “guest” of the Lord. The psalmist delineated the flawless character of
one who is fit to worship in the Lord’s sanctuary.
Luke 21:36
Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and
to stand before the Son of man.
The Character of Those Who May Dwell with the LORD
(Psalms 15:1) LORD, who may abide in Your tabernacle? Who may dwell in Your holy hill?
The question: Who may abide?
It was a spiritual question: who can draw near to God and worship in His dwelling place?
Psalms 15:1: The tabernacle (and later the temple) was looked upon as God's dwelling place here upon earth.
Holy Hill refers to the temple mount.
Holy Hill-(Zion)- referred 40 times in Psalms was originally a Canaanite City conquered by David. Oftentimes Zion relates
to the Temple area and also the city of Jerusalem.
2 Sam. 5:7
Nevertheless David took the strong hold of Zion: the same is the city of David.
15:1. David pondered the matter of who may dwell in the Lord’s sanctuary (the tabernacle), located on the holy hill,
that is, Zion, the City of David (cf. 2 Sam. 6:10-12, 17.
The question is concerned with who was eligible to be a “guest” of the Lord and live in the place where His presence
rested.
Matt 25:10
And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door
was shut.
Exodus 25:8
8
And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them.
2 Samuel 6:
10
So David would not remove the ark of the LORD unto him into the city of David: but David carried it aside into the
house of Obededom the Gittite.
12
And it was told king David, saying, The LORD hath blessed the house of Obededom, and all that pertaineth unto
him, because of the ark of God. So David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obededom into the city of
David with gladness.
17
And they brought in the ark of the LORD, and set it in his place, in the midst of the tabernacle that David had
pitched for it: and David offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before the LORD.
Exodus 25:8
8
And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them.
Ch. 15 Here David describes the character of the person who qualifies to be a guest of God. The synonymous, parallel
questions of verse 1 are answered in the following verses by an elevenfold description of the righteous man who is upright in
deed, word, attitude, and finances. These qualities, not natural to men, are imparted by God.
Vs. 15:1 The question is, Who can come to God at His Temple in Jerusalem ("holy hill,")?
Vs. 15:2-5 The answer is, the one whose life and actions show obedience to God.
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1 Sam 15:22
22
And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the
LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.
1
2
3
(Psalms 15:2) He who walks uprightly, And works righteousness, And speaks the truth in his heart;
15:2a-b. The question in verse 1 is answered in summary fashion first (v. 2a-b) with two descriptions, and then
delineated (vv. 2c-5) with an additional eight. The acceptable person is one whose walk is (a) blameless. Also his actions
are (b) righteous. The metaphor of the “walk” is used throughout the Bible for one’s pattern of life and conduct. “Blameless”
(ta4m|<m) means complete, sincere, or perfect. A blameless person lives in obedience to God and maintains a life of integrity.
His activities are in harmony with God’s standards, that is, they are righteous. David thus declared that if someone were
to go into the presence of the Lord in Zion, he must be an obedient and righteous servant. The wicked and the hypocritical
did not belong in the sanctuary.
A person Re a’
(Psalms 15:3) He who does not backbite with his tongue, Nor does evil to his neighbor, Nor does he take up a reproach
against his friend;
qarowb a personal relationship (Jesus)
backbite - Hebrew word is ragal
to go on foot, to spy out, to foot it, to go about, to walk along, to move the feet
(Qal) to be a tale-bearer, to slander, to go about
Notice the two words for neighbor.
The first is re a’, another person. Maybe just a casual person you know.(acquaintance)
The second neighbor (friend) qarowb is a person in your circle of friends. Intimate.
In both cases, God wants us to treat each person equally and fairly.
15:2c-5a. After the general statement in the first two lines of verse 2, David spelled out what such a flawless person’s
character is like.
(1) The first characteristic of the righteous is that he speaks… truth sincerely. He is not like double-minded flatterers .
Psalm 12:2 gives us a contrast between honesty and deceit.
They speak vanity every one with his neighbour: with flattering lips and with a double heart do they speak.
(2) A righteous person does not slander maliciously.
(3) Nor does he harm or
(4) discredit his neighbor. A neighbor (or friend) is anyone with whom he comes in contact. A blameless individual’s
remarks do not harm or destroy any neighbor.
(5) Also a righteous person despises… vile people and honors believers who fear the LORD. A person who is “vile”
(from ma4)as, and therefore not the same word for vile in 14:1) is a reprobate, one who is worthless. But one who fears the
Lord is living a life of faith and obedience.
(6) A righteous person also keeps his oath even when it hurts. Even if he took an oath rashly (Lev. 5:4), he would
conscientiously keep his word.
Leviticus 5:4
4 Or if a soul swear, pronouncing with his lips to do evil, or to do good, whatsoever it be that a man shall pronounce
with an oath, and it be hid from him; when he knoweth of it, then he shall be guilty in one of these.
(7) He does not lend his money for usury (lit., “he does not put the bite on them”). He does not take advantage of one
who must borrow. Taking interest from fellow Israelites was forbidden as unbrotherly
Ex. 22:25
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If thou lend money to any of my people that is poor by thee, thou shalt not be to him as an usurer, neither shalt thou lay
upon him usury.
Lev. 25:36
Take thou no usury of him, or increase: but fear thy God; that thy brother may live with thee.
(8) A righteous person does not take bribes against the innocent. The Law of course forbade this (Deut. 27:25). Instead
a righteous person champions the cause of the innocent and the needy.
Deut. 27:25
Cursed be he that taketh reward to slay an innocent person. And all the people shall say, Amen.
(Psalms 15:4) In whose eyes a vile person is despised, But he honors those who fear the LORD; He who swears to his own
hurt and does not change;
the eyes of the upright despises the vile person.
LORD

-

Yehovah-

Jehovah (Yahweh) "the existing One"; the proper name of the one true God; unpronounced except with the vowel pointings.
The meaning of verse 4b is if a person rashly makes a vow disadvantageous to him , he will still keep the vow.
usury - at interest.
(Psalms 15:5) He who does not put out his money at usury, Nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. He who does
these things shall never be moved.
Moved: shaken , fall , slip, waver
Usury Levitical law prohibited the Israelite from charging his fellow Jew interest, particularly if his neighbor was in
financial straits .
Exodus 22:25
If thou lend money to any of my people that is poor by thee, thou shalt not be to him as an usurer, neither shalt thou lay upon
him usury.
Deut. 24:10-13
When thou dost lend thy brother any thing, thou shalt not go into his house to fetch his pledge.
11
Thou shalt stand abroad, and the man to whom thou dost lend shall bring out the pledge abroad unto thee.
12
And if the man be poor, thou shalt not sleep with his pledge:
13
In any case thou shalt deliver him the pledge again when the sun goeth down, that he may sleep in his own
raiment, and bless thee: and it shall be righteousness unto thee before the LORD thy God.
Vs.Deut. 24:10-13 Though a fellow Israelite could not be charged interest on a loan, a pledge could be taken, but no pledge
that would jeopardize his livelihood or his life (e.g., a millstone, v. 6; or his mantle used as a cover when asleep, v. 13, cf.
Amos 2:8; or his daily wage,.
Vs.Deut. 25:35-46 Poor Israelites were to be assisted in every way and without interest (cf. Ex. 22:25). If one sold himself
to a fellow Israelite, he was to be treated as a hired person rather than a slave. Slave labor came only from the heathen
nations
15:5b. David concluded that one who follows this pattern of life will never be shaken. Not only will he enjoy fellowship
in the Lord’s presence, but also he will experience divine blessing and security.
Psalm 30:6
And in my prosperity I said, I shall never be moved.
Psalm 62:2
He only is my rock and my salvation; he is my defence; I shall not be greatly moved.
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Psalm 112:6
Surely he shall not be moved for ever: the righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance.
The fact that there are 10 descriptions of one who qualifies to abide with the Lord suggests a comparison with
the Ten Commandments
(though the two lists do not correspond in every item).
verse
verse
verse
verse

2
3
4
5

(sincere, righteous, honest,
without slander, without doing wrong, without reproaching
distinguishes between good and evil, keeps his oath,
does not take interest, does not accept bribes)

Obedience to God’s revealed will is the requirement for full participation in the sanctuary.
1 Sam 15:22
22
And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the
LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.
Micah 6:8
8
He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?
We all desire to obey and to do justly and walk with Jesus.He tells us how in John 15.
John 15:1-27
1
I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.
2
Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it
may bring forth more fruit.
3
Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.
4
Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye,
except ye abide in me.
5
I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for
without me ye can do nothing.
6
If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the
fire, and they are burned.
7
If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.
8
Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.
9
As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love.
10
If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide
in his love.
11
These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.
12
This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.
13
Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.
14
Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.
15
Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends;
for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you.
16
Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that
your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.
17
These things I command you, that ye love one another.
18
If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you.
19
If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you
out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.
20
Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they
will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also.
21
But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent me.
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22
If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no cloke for their sin.
23
He that hateth me hateth my Father also.
24
If I had not done among them the works which none other man did, they had not had sin: but now have they both
seen and hated both me and my Father.
25
But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me without a cause.
26
But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which
proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:
27
And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with me from the beginning.
PSALM SIXTEEN
Messianic Psalm
This psalm is a celebration of the joy of fellowship that David realized comes from faith in the Lord. The psalm
may have been written when he faced great danger in the wilderness or opposition in his reign. Whatever its occasion, David
was convinced that because he had come to know and trust the Lord as his Portion in life, he could trust Him in the face of
death.
The Hope of the Faithful, and the Messiah's Victory
chacah (I seek refuge)hope in
(Psalms 16:1) Preserve me, O God, for in You I put my trust.
16:1. In verses 1-8 David reviewed how he had come to know and trust in the Lord. Verse 1 seems to summarize the
entire psalm: Keep me safe, O God, for in You I take refuge. Then David developed the idea of his having taken refuge in
the Lord.
Ch. 16 In this song of trust, David declares that as he has trusted the Lord to be his portion in life (vv. 1-8) so will he trust
Him to preserve him in death (vv. 9-11). The meaning of Mikhtam (also used in the headings of Pss. 56-60) is uncertain.
possibly it denotes a poem containing pithy sayings. It is always found in psalm superscriptions attributed to David in the
context of prayer motivated by danger.
It is apparently derived from a verb meaning "to cover," and may indicate psalms dealing with protection (covering) from
one's enemies or psalms recited silently (with lips covering the mouth).
(Psalms 16:2) O my soul, you have said to the LORD, "You are my Lord, My goodness is nothing apart from You."
16:2. David announced his exclusive trust in the LORD. His statement of faith was, You are my Lord; apart from
You I have no good thing.
(Psalms 16:3) As for the saints who are on the earth, "They are the excellent ones, in whom is all my delight."
Vs. 16:3 David delights not only in God but also in the people of God.
Ps 119:6 I am a companion of all them that fear thee, and of them that keep thy precepts.
16:3-4. Based on his commitment to the Lord, the psalmist described the society of friends with whom he was identified.
He delighted in godly people (saints) in the land, whom he considered to be the noble (glorious) ones. God had called His
people to be a holy nation (Ex. 19:6), and God’s servant recognized that such were his company. They were the faithful
who served the Lord.
Exodus 19:6
6
And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These are the words which thou shalt speak
unto the children of Israel.
Notice the small g in god.
(Psalms 16:4) Their sorrows shall be multiplied who hasten after another god; Their drink offerings of blood I will not
offer, Nor take up their names on my lips.
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Vs. 16:4 David would not make offerings to false gods or even name them.
The others, those… who run after other gods, will face sorrows and difficulties. David would not endorse their actions, or
help them with their vain worship, or even mention the names of their gods. His loyalty was with righteous believers.
Of course there is only one God (1 Cor 8:5 - 6). The pagans had, however, those whom they called "gods", e.g. in
David's day, Dagon and Baal. Then and now, whatever preempts the place in one's heart that belongs to the true God
may be said to be a god, e.g. self and the pleasures of this world
2 Tim 3:2-4
2
For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents,
unthankful, unholy,
3
Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,
4
Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;
Ps 106:37 - 38
37
Yea, they sacrificed their sons and their daughters unto devils,
38
And shed innocent blood, even the blood of their sons and of their daughters, whom they sacrificed unto the idols of
Canaan: and the land was polluted with blood.
Exo 23:13
13
And in all things that I have said unto you be circumspect: and make no mention of the name of other gods, neither
let it be heard out of thy mouth.
Josh 23:7
7
That ye come not among these nations, these that remain among you; neither make mention of the name of their
gods, nor cause to swear by them, neither serve them, nor bow yourselves unto them:
(Psalms 16:5) O LORD, You are the portion of my inheritance and my cup; You maintain my lot.
Vs. 16:5-6 David describes the beauty of his spiritual inheritance in terms similar to the divine allotment of the Promised
Land to Israel.
lines. Measuring cords by which the various allotments were measured.
16:5-6. In direct address to the Lord, the psalmist extolled His blessings. David compared the LORD to a portion
(cf. 73:26; 119:57; 142:5) allotted to him by inheritance. The Lord was all he needed to satisfy his heart in life. Besides
his portion and his cup, the Lord had assigned him a delightful inheritance.
(Psalms 16:6) The lines have fallen to me in pleasant places; Yes, I have a good inheritance.
Psalms 16:6: "Lines" refers to measuring lines or surveyor's lines, thus indicating a most favorable inheritance.
The boundary lines… in pleasant places speak of portions of land measured by line and distributed by lot. In other
words he compared God’s blessings to the best inheritance a person could receive. The Lord had given him a
wonderfully full life.
Speak well of
(Psalms 16:7) I will bless the LORD who has given me counsel; My heart also instructs me in the night seasons.
Vs. 16:7 Sleepless nights provide opportunity for instruction (facing hard facts).
16:7-8. As a result of all this bounty, David praised the LORD because He counseled him at night (as well as in the
daytime) and because He guided him safely. (Praise is lit., “bless,” which means “to speak well of.” This is the first of
about two dozen times in the Pss. where the Lord is said to be “blessed,” usually trans. “praised” in the NIV.)
(Psalms 16:8) I have set the LORD always before me; Because He is at my right hand I shall not be moved.
Because of this David knew that he would not be shaken from his walk of integrity and enjoyment of the blessings he
had in the Lord.
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Psalms 16:8: (vv. 8-11) The resurrection of Christ is typically foretold in this beautiful messianic psalm. These verses are
quoted by Peter (cf. Acts 2:25-28, 31), and v. 10 is quoted by Paul (cf. Acts 13:35-37), both passages in reference to the
bodily resurrection of Christ.
Verses 8-11 were cited by Peter on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:25-28)
Acts 2:25-31
25
For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before my face, for he is on my right hand, that I
should not be moved:
26
Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope:
27
Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.
28
Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; thou shalt make me full of joy with thy countenance.
29
Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his
sepulchre is with us unto this day.
30
Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins,
according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne;
31
He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see
corruption.
Vs. 16:8-10 These verses are cited by Peter in Acts 2:25-28, 31, and verse 10 is cited by Paul in Acts 13:35 as referring to
the resurrection of Christ. at my right hand (v. 8). The position of a protector or defender. The language here (illustrative and
predictive of Messiah) refers initially to the psalmist's own experience, but the ultimate fulfillment is only in Jesus Christ
Psalm 22:11-18
11
Be not far from me; for trouble is near; for there is none to help.
12
Many bulls have compassed me: strong bulls of Bashan have beset me round.
13
They gaped upon me with their mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion.
14
I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint: my heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my
bowels.
15
My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and thou hast brought me into the dust
of death.
16
For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have inclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet.
17
I may tell all my bones: they look and stare upon me.
18
They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture.
(Psalms 16:9) Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoices; My flesh also will rest in hope.
16:9-11. David was assured that the Lord would preserve his life in the face of death. He rejoiced because God enabled his
body to rest securely even when confronted with death.
(Psalms 16:10) For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption.
The reason he could rest is that God would not abandon him to the grave, nor… let His holy one see decay. This verse
refers to David, who describes himself as God’s “holy one,” that is, one of God’s saints (cf. v. 3). He took comfort in the fact
that God would not, at that time, allow his body to die and decay in the grave.
Thus David's hyperbolic language about his own deliverance from death, or more probably about his own future resurrection,
finds its complete fulfillment in Christ's deliverance out of death by resurrection, for only Christ has not seen corruption.
Sheol. Here it means the grave.
Psalm 16:10b was quoted by Paul at Antioch in reference to Christ’s resurrection
Acts 13:35-37
35
Wherefore he saith also in another psalm, Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.
36
For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers,
and saw corruption:
37
But he, whom God raised again, saw no corruption.
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(Psalms 16:11) You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures
forevermore.
In fact God had caused him to know the path of life so he anticipated experiencing further joy in God’s presence (v. 11).
The words of David are also typological; they transcended his own experience and became historically true in Christ.
Preservation from the decaying grave is the idea behind both David’s and Jesus’ experiences, but with David it came through
a deliverance from death, whereas with Jesus it came through a resurrection from death.
Death posed no threat to David because he enjoyed great blessing and fellowship with the Lord. God would not permit
death and the grave to interrupt that marvelous fellowship.
So in a fuller sense this is true of believers today, who having the full revelation about the doctrine of resurrection, can
say that even when they die, God will not let death destroy that full fellowship they enjoy with the Lord (2 Cor. 5:8; Phil.
1:23).
2 Corinthians 5:8
8
We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.
Philippians 1:23
23
For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better:
This expression of faith is possible because Christ conquered death (Luke 24:6) and rose to become the firstfruits of all
who sleep (1 Cor. 15:20).
Luke 24:6
6
He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee,
1 Corinthians 15:20
20
But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.
PSALM SEVENTEEN
In this psalm David was conscious of his own integrity while he was surrounded by enemies whose portion was in this
life only. He prayed to be kept from the evil world that oppressed him as he looked to a glorious future in the Lord’s
presence.
The psalm is similar in many ways to Psalm 16, but there is a major difference. In Psalm 16 David was aware of danger
in the background, but his faith encouraged him not to fear. In Psalm 17, however, the danger was pressing in on him, so
help from the Lord was urgently needed.
Prayer with Confidence in Final Salvation
(Psalms 17:1) Hear a just cause, O LORD, Attend to my cry; Give ear to my prayer which is not from deceitful lips.
David asked God to hear his righteous plea, to listen to him, to give ear to his prayer. This threefold request to God
strikes a note of urgency. HEAR, ATTEND, GIVE EAR.
This prayer did not come from someone who was unrighteous or hypocritical (one with deceitful lips). David
avowed his integrity before God, so that God could see that he was right and would vindicate him.
Psalm 17 (along with Ps. 86; 90; 102; 142) is specifically designated a "prayer" (tephillah, Heb.). Though the historical
background is not given, the psalm may reflect an occasion when David was almost captured by Saul and his men.
In this lament David presents his credentials of uprightness (vv. 1-5)
and petitions the Lord for protection from wicked men (vv. 6-14)
in view of his hope for the future (v. 15).
(Psalms 17:2) Let my vindication come from Your presence; Let Your eyes look on the things that are upright.
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(Psalms 17:3) You have tested my heart; You have visited me in the night; You have tried me and have found nothing; I
have purposed that my mouth shall not transgress.
David does not here claim sinlessness, but the justice of his case against the wicked.
In his integrity (vv. 3-5), David maintained that if he were examined (probe… … test) by God, he would be found
pure. That is because he resolved… not to sin. To live righteously before God, one must resolve in his heart to serve and
obey Him.
(Psalms 17:4) Concerning the works of men, By the word of Your lips, I have kept away from the paths of the destroyer.
Moreover, David had kept himself separate from the ways of those who destroy
David prayed to be kept from evil people in the world because they are full of vicious pride.
(Psalms 17:5) Uphold my steps in Your paths, That my footsteps may not slip.
His life had been patterned after God’s Word. He had held to God’s paths, that is, he had followed the way God
wished him to live. He had not slipped from this path.
(Psalms 17:6) I have called upon You, for You will hear me, O God; Incline Your ear to me, and hear my speech.
His prayer was based on God’s loyal love for him
(Psalms 17:7) Show Your marvelous lovingkindness by Your right hand, O You who save those who trust in You From
those who rise up against them.
. The Lord’s great love is revealed by the fact that He saves those who take refuge in Him. David, at this point, was
taking refuge, so he desired to be shown that great love.
(Psalms 17:8) Keep me as the apple of Your eye; Hide me under the shadow of Your wings,
David prayed that he would be kept in the center of God’s watchful care. His two figures of speech in this verse have
been most helpful to believers of all ages.
The apple of the eye seems to refer to an eye’s pupil, symbolizing one’s sight. In other words the psalmist prayed for
God’s direct and careful attention.
David asks God to tenderly protect him. as the apple of the eye. I.e., the pupil of the eye, an emblem of that which is
tenderest and dearest.
the shadow of Your wings

oft-used figure for protection.,

Ruth 2:12
The LORD recompense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the LORD God of Israel, under whose wings thou
art come to trust.
Matt. 23:37
O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I
have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!
(Psalms 17:9) From the wicked who oppress me, From my deadly enemies who surround me.
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17:9-12. The reason for the prayer’s urgency is the nature of the wicked, which David delineated in an effort to motivate
God to action. They tried to destroy David (v. 9);
(Psalms 17:10) They have closed up their fat hearts; With their mouths they speak proudly.
they spoke with callous indifference and pride (v. 10);
(Psalms 17:11) They have now surrounded us in our steps; They have set their eyes, crouching down to the earth,
and they relentlessly pursued him like a lion after its prey (vv. 11-12).
(Psalms 17:12) As a lion is eager to tear his prey, And like a young lion lurking in secret places.
The imagery of the predator describes the heartlessness of David's wicked enemies.
(Psalms 17:13) Arise, O LORD, Confront him, cast him down; Deliver my life from the wicked with Your sword,
In contrast with David’s present persecution by worldly men (vv. 6-12) he looked to the prospects of the future. His urgent
prayer for the LORD to rise up .
(Psalms 17:14) With Your hand from men, O LORD, From men of the world who have their portion in this life, And
whose belly You fill with Your hidden treasure. They are satisfied with children, And leave the rest of their possession for
their babes.
The treasure God allows the wicked to have is transitory; by contrast (v. 15), resurrection (awake) in the presence of God
is eternal.
deliver him from these wicked people whose reward (portion) is in this life (v. 14) was a reminder of his present
dilemma. Because they did not follow the LORD… this life was their only hope of enjoyment. They persecuted the
righteous in a number of ways, physically and verbally.
In contrast with these who live for this life and face God’s “sword,” David anticipated a far greater blessing for himself
and others, including satisfied appetites and wealth for their children.
(Psalms 17:15) As for me, I will see Your face in righteousness; I shall be satisfied when I awake in Your likeness.
In righteousness, he wrote, he would see God’s face; when he awakened, he would be satisfied with seeing God’s
likeness. The psalmist was not anticipating death, or an awakening in resurrection from death. Rather he was contrasting
the destruction of the wicked, who live their lives without God, with his life, which was lived in God’s grace.
Nevertheless the words are appropriate as a description of his enjoyment of God’s presence. Though David may have
thought of spiritual blessing and God’s presence, the words lend themselves nicely to believers today, who with full New
Testament revelation can anticipate a far more glorious prospect than they experience in this life.
Attempts to argue the silence of the O.T. regarding life after death and even the resurrection of the righteous pale before
verses such as this.
Daniel 12:2
2
And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and
everlasting contempt.
Job 19:25-27
25
For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth:
26
And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God:
27
Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another; though my reins be consumed within me.
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PSALM EIGHTEEN
The superscription of this psalm credits the words to David after the Lord delivered him from the hand of all his enemies
including “Saul.” After reviewing all that the Lord was to him David then recorded his deliverance by the Lord and rejoiced
in the mercies shown him. This psalm is a song of gratitude for victory by the warrior-king who at last was at peace. The
psalm is also recorded in 2 Samuel 22 with slight variations. Perhaps some of the wording in 2 Samuel 22 was changed in
this psalm for use in public worship, but this cannot be proved.
God the Sovereign Savior help
(Psalms 18:1) I will love You, O LORD, my strength.
Ch. 18 In this victory song, David relates what the Lord is to him (vv. 1-3), rehearses God's deliverance (vv. 4-19), relates
the basis for that deliverance (vv. 20-30), further rehearses the victory (vv. 31-48), and resolves anew to continue praising
God (vv. 49-50).
Psalm 18 is almost identical to 2 Sam. 22, which is also attributed to David. The psalm was probably written toward the end
of David's reign (as is indicated by its position in the Samuel materials) and constitutes a praise song for all of God's
deliverances through the years. It is the 4th longest chapter in Psalms.
In his vow to praise God, David multiplied metaphor after metaphor to describe all that the Lord was and had been to
him. He expressed his love for the LORD who had shown mercy to him throughout his many struggles.
(Psalms 18:2) The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer; My God, my strength, in whom I will trust; My
shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.
David described the LORD as a Rock because He provided stability and security for him. About 20 times in the Psalms
the Lord is said to be a Rock. David also compared God to a fortress (the same Heb. word [mes[u=d{a+h] is used of God in 31:3;
71:3; 91:2; 144:2). “Rock” and “fortress” picture a high place of refuge and defense to which one might flee for protection.
To take refuge in the LORD is far better than hiding in a man-made fortress or behind a huge rock.
David also compared God to a shield and a stronghold (mis8gob{; military terms suggesting protection and deliverance
from enemies. As the Horn of his salvation God gave him strength. Animal horns were symbols of strength.
Notice the many emblems of protection.
(Psalms 18:3) I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised; So shall I be saved from my enemies.
Because the Lord had defended and delivered David from all his enemies, He was worthy of David’s praise.
(Psalms 18:4) The pangs of death surrounded me, And the floods of ungodliness made me afraid.
In an extended section of praise, David reiterated his sufferings and perils, and also the Lord’s great
supernatural deliverance.
18:4-5. In verses 4-19 David reported how God supernaturally delivered him. Being in the cords of death means that he
was in such difficult distress that without divine intervention he would have died. Destruction overwhelmed him like a flood
(torrents). The trappings of death were before him, and he was without human resources to save him.
(Psalms 18:5) The sorrows of Sheol surrounded me; The snares of death confronted me.
Psalms 18:5: "Sheol,"

"Grave" translates she^ol (Heb.),

the place of the departed dead, in some contexts including both the righteous and the wicked. The verse does not teach the
cessation of being after physical death but simply the termination of all earthly human activity.
Hades (Gk.)in the N.T. corresponds to she^ol, though Hades eventually came to specify the place of the unsaved between
death and the Great White Throne judgment The N.T. describes Hades as a place of torment and conscious suffering. Luke
16:23-31).

50

(Psalms 18:6) In my distress I called upon the LORD, And cried out to my God; He heard my voice from His temple, And
my cry came before Him, even to His ears.
(Psalms 18:7) Then the earth shook and trembled; The foundations of the hills also quaked and were shaken, Because He
was angry.

(Psalms 18:8) Smoke went up from His nostrils, And devouring fire from His mouth; Coals were kindled by it.
(Psalms 18:9) He bowed the heavens also, and came down With darkness under His feet.
(Psalms 18:10) And He rode upon a cherub, and flew; He flew upon the wings of the wind.
(Psalms 18:11) He made darkness His secret place; His canopy around Him was dark waters And thick clouds of the skies.
(Psalms 18:12) From the brightness before Him, His thick clouds passed with hailstones and coals of fire.
(Psalms 18:13) The LORD thundered from heaven, And the Most High uttered His voice, Hailstones and coals of fire.
Most High. El Elyon, emphasizing God's strength and power.
(Psalms 18:14) He sent out His arrows and scattered the foe, Lightnings in abundance, and He vanquished them.
(Psalms 18:15) Then the channels of the sea were seen, The foundations of the world were uncovered At Your rebuke, O
LORD, At the blast of the breath of Your nostrils.
(Psalms 18:16) He sent from above, He took me; He drew me out of many waters.
18:16-19. In these verses David explained that by such an intervention the Lord rescued him. It was as if David were
drowning in the midst of his strong enemies, and the Lord drew him out.… because He delighted in him.
(Psalms 18:17) He delivered me from my strong enemy, From those who hated me, For they were too strong for me.
(Psalms 18:18) They confronted me in the day of my calamity, But the LORD was my support. (Support- mishen , means
staff also)
Psalm 23:4
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff
they comfort me.
(Psalms 18:19) He also brought me out into a broad place; He delivered me because He delighted in me.
(Psalms 18:20) The LORD rewarded me according to my righteousness; According to the cleanness of my hands He has
recompensed me.
Cleaness of hands means purity of his life. See verse 24 also.
(Psalms 18:21) For I have kept the ways of the LORD, And have not wickedly departed from my God.
By faith David had kept his integrity (righteousness, vv. 20, 24) before God. This deliverance was because God was
rewarding David for the cleanness (vv. 20, 24) of his hands (i.e., his life).
(Psalms 18:22) For all His judgments were before me, And I did not put away His statutes from me.
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David attested that he had not turned from… God, that he walked in God’s ways, obeyed His laws and decrees, and kept
himself from sin. God honored His obedient servant with tremendous victories
(Psalms 18:23) I was also blameless before Him, And I kept myself from my iniquity.
18:20-24. After describing his deliverance by the Lord, David explained it in terms of his faith in the LORD his God..
(Psalms 18:24) Therefore the LORD has recompensed me according to my righteousness, According to the cleanness of
my hands in His sight.
This deliverance was because God was rewarding David for the cleanness (vv. 20, 24) of his hands (i.e., his life).
(Psalms 18:25) With the merciful You will show Yourself merciful; With a blameless man You will show Yourself
blameless;
18:25-29. By faith, David also understood the nature of the LORD and how He revealed Himself to mankind. God
rewards people according to their inner character: faithfulness to the faithful (h[a4s|<d{, related to h[esed{), blamelessness to the
blameless, purity to the pure.
(Psalms 18:26) With the pure You will show Yourself pure; And with the devious You will show Yourself shrewd.
Vs. 18:26 With the crooked (perverse) God shows Himself astute (lit., twisted); i.e., He is at cross-purposes with those
who are at cross-purposes with Him.
(Psalms 18:27) For You will save the humble people, But will bring down haughty looks.
Moreover, God saves the humble (lit., “the poor or afflicted”) but defeats the arrogant (eyes that are haughty means a
proud look; cf. Ps. 101:5; Prov. 6:17; 30:13). God sets right the affairs of man.
Proverbs 6:17
A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,
Proverbs 30:13
There is a generation, O how lofty are their eyes! and their eyelids are lifted up.
Psalm 101:5
Whoso privily slandereth his neighbour, him will I cut off: him that hath an high look and a proud heart will not I suffer.
(Psalms 18:28) For You will light my lamp; The LORD my God will enlighten my darkness.
For David, this meant that the Lord preserved him alive (kept his lamp burning; cf. Job 18:5-6; 21:17; Prov. 13:9; 20:20;
24:20) from the enemy.
Job 18:5-6
Yea, the light of the wicked shall be put out, and the spark of his fire shall not shine.
The light shall be dark in his tabernacle, and his candle shall be put out with him.
(Psalms 18:29) For by You I can run against a troop, By my God I can leap over a wall.
With God’s help David could advance against and defeat any enemies.
Verse 32
(Psalms 18:30) As for God, His way is perfect; The word of the LORD is proven; He is a shield to all who trust in Him.
18:30-31. In the first part (vv. 30-45) of this section of praise David rejoiced over God’s character and His benefits to
him. God’s way, the psalmist said, is perfect and His Word… flawless. Again he said God was his Shield, Refuge, and
Rock . God can be trusted for safety and salvation.
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(Psalms 18:31) For who is God, except the LORD? And who is a rock, except our God?
Because God is perfect (Ps. 18:30) He could make David’s way perfect (v. 32).
Verse 30
(Psalms 18:32) It is God who arms me with strength, And makes my way perfect.
18:32-45. Here David described how God prepared him for battle, giving him strength, agility, and efficiency (vv. 3234);
(Psalms 18:33) He makes my feet like the feet of deer, And sets me on my high places.
(Psalms 18:34) He teaches my hands to make war, So that my arms can bend a bow of bronze.
(Psalms 18:35) You have also given me the shield of Your salvation; Your right hand has held me up, Your gentleness has
made me great.
How God gave him victory over his enemies, pursuing, crushing, and destroying them (vv. 35-42),
(Psalms 18:36) You enlarged my path under me, So my feet did not slip.
(Psalms 18:37) I have pursued my enemies and overtaken them; Neither did I turn back again till they were destroyed.
(Psalms 18:38) I have wounded them, So that they could not rise; They have fallen under my feet.
(Psalms 18:39) For You have armed me with strength for the battle; You have subdued under me those who rose up against
me.
(Psalms 18:40) You have also given me the necks of my enemies, So that I destroyed those who hated me.
(Psalms 18:41) They cried out, but there was none to save; Even to the LORD, but He did not answer them.
(Psalms 18:42) Then I beat them as fine as the dust before the wind; I cast them out like dirt in the streets.
(Psalms 18:43) You have delivered me from the strivings of the people; You have made me the head of the nations; A
people I have not known shall serve me.
Vs. 18:43 Not only had David quelled civil war (2 Sam. 3:1), but God had made him the head of many nations (2 Sam. 8).
The predominant thought throughout these verses is that David attributed every ability and victory of his to the LORD.
Everything he had done and everything he now enjoyed was due to the Lord’s enabling.
(Psalms 18:44) As soon as they hear of me they obey me; The foreigners submit to me.
(Psalms 18:45) The foreigners fade away, And come frightened from their hideouts.
(Psalms 18:46) The LORD lives! Blessed be my Rock! Let the God of my salvation be exalted.
18:46-50. Consequently David acknowledged the living God (v. 46) and promised to praise Him (v. 49). Proof that the
LORD is alive is that He had rescued David from his enemies. As his Rock (v. 46;) God was his source of safety and security.
The LORD had given His king great victories and had shown His loyal love (h[esed{, unfailing kindness) to His anointed
servant, David. And God would also give victories to David’s descendants.
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(Psalms 18:47) It is God who avenges me, And subdues the peoples under me;
(Psalms 18:48) He delivers me from my enemies. You also lift me up above those who rise against me; You have delivered
me from the violent man.
(Psalms 18:49) Therefore I will give thanks to You, O LORD, among the Gentiles, And sing praises to Your name.
Psalms 18:49: Paul quotes this verse (or the parallel in 2 Sam. 22:50) in Rom. 15:9 with reference to the salvation of the
Gentiles.
2 Samuel 22:50
50
Therefore I will give thanks unto thee, O LORD, among the heathen, and I will sing praises unto thy name.
Romans 15:9
9
And that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy; as it is written, For this cause I will confess to thee among
the Gentiles, and sing unto thy name.
(Psalms 18:50) Great deliverance He gives to His king, And shows mercy to His anointed, To David and his descendants
forevermore.
Vs. 18:49-50 Paul saw messianic implications in this statement (Rom. 15:9), supported by the term anointed (Heb.,
messiah) used of the royal line, which culminated in Christ.

PSALM NINETEEN
A Devotional Psalm and Hymn of Praise
David was moved by observing (but not worshipping the sun like the Egyptians did) that the heavens, under the
dominating influence of the sun, declare the splendor of God’s handiwork. By comparison, he then described the
dominating influence of the Law of the Lord which enlightened him. Then he prayed for complete cleansing so that his
life would be acceptable to God. The psalm, therefore, surveys both God’s natural revelation and His specific revelation,
which prompts a response of self-examination.
The Old Testament frequently joins the description of the Lord as Law-Giver and Creator
In the first part of this psalm, e4l (“God”) is used to denote His power as the Creator, and
In the second part, Yahweh (“the LORD”) is used (vv. 7-9, 14),
the personal name
by which He made Himself known as Israel’s covenant God.
The psalm may also be polemical (argumentative) against pagan belief. In polytheistic ( multi gods) centers, the sun
god was the god of justice. In this psalm, the Lord God is the Creator of the heavens, including the sun that pagans
worship, and He is the Law-Giver, establishing justice in the earth. Notice the distinction between the use of little god
and capital letter God.
The Perfect Revelation of the LORD
el
(Psalms 19:1) The heavens declare the glory of God; And the firmament shows His handiwork.
◊⊕ - ελ God,
in pl. gods:—El-berith
In this hymn of praise, David reflects on the glory of God in natural revelation (vv. 1-6)
and the glory of the law as God's special revelation (vv. 7-9),
which alone meets man's spiritual needs (vv. 10-14).
David announced that the heavens declare the glory (splendor) of God’s handiwork. Verse 1 is a summary statement:
the majestic Creation is evidence of the even more majestic Creator-God.
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Psalm 19 illustrates the two general categories of revelation:
(1) natural revelation, God's revealing of Himself through the created order (Ps. 19:1-6); and
(2) special revelation, God's revealing of Himself through the Scriptures (Ps. 19:7-11).
2 Tim 3:16-17
16
All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness:
17
That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.
(Psalms 19:2) Day unto day utters speech, And night unto night reveals knowledge.
Day and night the created universe broadcasts its silent but eloquent symphony to the glory of the Creator.
The heavens continually (day after day… night after night) display the fact that there is a Creator (v. 2).
Romans 1:18-20
For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in
unrighteousness;
Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them.
For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made,
even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:
(Psalms 19:3) There is no speech nor language where their voice is not heard.
Even though Creation does not speak audibly in words its message (voice) goes out to the ends of the earth. The message
from nature about the glory of God reaches all nations, and is equally intelligible to them all The communication is
nonverbal. Rather revealed in creation visible to all. It is worldwide. Some worship the creature not the Creator.
voice
(Psalms 19:4) Their line has gone out through all the earth, And their words to the end of the world.
In them He has
set a tabernacle for the sun,
heavens
Their line = Their voice.
In them. I.e., In the heavens.
Paul quotes this verse in Rom. 10:18 as evidence that the Gentiles are responsible for their unbelief, i.e., they failed to
respond to the revelation which they had received.
Romans 10:18
But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world.
The sun
(Psalms 19:5) Which is like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, And rejoices like a strong man to run its race.
Dominant in the heavens is the sun. Like a bridegroom who excitedly leaves his house on his wedding day, the sun
rises; and like a champion runner racing on his course, the sun makes its circuit.
(Psalms 19:6) Its rising is from one end of heaven, And its circuit to the other end; And there is nothing hidden from its
heat.
Its circuit - a revolution, or a coming around.
These verses do more than speak of nature as a witness to God’s glory; they also undermine pagan beliefs, for the same
imagery was used of the sun god in ancient Near Eastern literature. Even a blind man can feel the heat of the sun.
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Yahweh
(Psalms 19:7) The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul; The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise
the simple;
Yahweh
∑ Ψηϖη (i.e. Β , Ψεηοϖαη or ∑   , Ψαηϖεη) (the proper name of the God of Israel)
In verses 7-9 David described the efficacious (effective, efficient) nature of the Law of the Lord. Just as the sun is the
dominant feature of God’s natural revelation (vv. 4c-6), so the Law was the dominant element in God’s specific
revelation in the Old Testament to the children of Israel.
The perfect Law of God can change people. It revives (converts) the soul and the Law’s statutes can be trusted to
make one wise. (The formerly simple person)
Psalms 19:7: (vv. 7-9) The Word of God is characterized as being:
(1) perfect, i.e., complete and without fault; verse 7
(2) sure, i.e., not variable;
verse7
(3) right, i.e., straight;
verse 8
(4) pure, i.e., without alloy;
verse 8
(5) clean, i.e., without impurities;
verse 9
(6) true, i.e., utterly dependable.
verse 9
The law of the Lord produces two dramatic effects in men.
First, the law "converts" or "restores" the soul.
Second, the testimony of the Lord imparts wisdom.
the simple. Those who are impressionable and thus easily led either toward folly or wisdom. Imparting Godly wisdom on
those whose hearts are humble toward God.
Whereas the law of the Lord is summarized in the Ten Commandments, it comprises all God's revealed truth
In David's day, the Law was given in the Pentateuch;
Today we have access to the whole Bible.
Gal 3:24
Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.
Psalm 37:31
The law of his God is in his heart; none of his steps shall slide.
2 Tim 3:16-17
16
All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness:
17
That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.
Yahweh
(Psalms 19:8) The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; The commandment of the LORD is pure,
enlightening the eyes;
Yahweh
The Law’s precepts give joy to the heart and its commands enlighten one’s eyes, that is, brighten his life and guide
him. Joy and guidance fill the soul of one who meditates on and follows God’s commands.
Proverbs 30:5
Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him.
Law
Yahweh
(Psalms 19:9) The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the LORD are true and righteous
altogether.
Yahweh
"The fear of the LORD" is an O.T. expression meaning reverential trust, including the hatred of evil.
Fear is here a synonym for the Law, for its purpose was to put fear into human hearts .The Law is pure.… sure, and
righteous. It was designed to cause believers to obey God and lead righteous lives.
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Deut. 4:10
Specially the day that thou stoodest before the LORD thy God in Horeb, when the LORD said unto me, Gather me the
people together, and I will make them hear my words, that they may learn to fear me all the days that they shall live upon
the earth, and that they may teach their children.
(Psalms 19:10) More to be desired are they than gold, Yea, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than honey and the
honeycomb.
Notice the progression of words here: gold, much gold, honey, all the honey in the comb.
David next disclosed his personal reaction to God’s perfect Law. He found the statutes desirable and enjoyable. In
extolling their value to him, he compared them to gold and honey—they are more precious than gold, the most valuable
commodity in the ancient Near East, and sweeter than honey, the sweetest substance known in the ancient Near East.
The Law
the law
(Psalms 19:11) Moreover by them Your servant is warned, And in keeping them there is great reward.
The Law was not a burden to believers who were trying to please God with their lives. For David, keeping God’s statutes,
which warned him of the dangers of folly and sin, brought reward.
Errors -The things we do in our daily walk with our Lord that are not edifying or uplifting.
(Psalms 19:12) Who can understand his errors? Cleanse me from secret faults.
Errors and secret (hidden) faults refer to sins of ignorance. (Omission sins)
Who can understand? (Verse 12) Christians do not deliberately commit sins of omission.(errors)
We seek forgiveness by prayer to Our Lord after repenting and turning from error.
1 John 1:7-10
7
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ
his Son cleanseth us from all sin.
8
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
9
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
10
If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.
Lev 4:2-3
Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a soul shall sin through ignorance against any of the commandments of the
LORD concerning things which ought not to be done, and shall do against any of them:
If the priest that is anointed do sin according to the sin of the people; then let him bring for his sin, which he hath sinned, a
young bullock without blemish unto the LORD for a sin offering.
The sin offering was to be brought in cases of sins done unintentionally
in contrast to sins of presumption done in defiance of God's laws.
The sacrifice of Jesus Christ was the full and final sin offering
2 Cor. 5:21
21
For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in
him.
Contemplation of the holy Law led David to pray for complete cleansing so that he could live an upright (blameless)
and acceptable life before God, his Rock
Note the contrast between "errors" or "secret faults" (sins committed unwittingly) and "presumptuous sins" (sins
committed willfully in defiant rebellion against God;
This stands in sharp contrast to sins committed willfully or presumptuously, i.e. with a high hand in defiant rebellion
against God. In such cases the sin offering was of no avail.
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Hebrews 10:26-28
26
For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice
for sins,
27
But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.
Deliberately repeated sins
(Psalms 19:13) Keep back Your servant also from presumptuous sins; Let them not have dominion over me. Then I shall
be blameless, And I shall be innocent of great transgression.
He prayed that he would be forgiven for hidden faults (verse 12) and preserved from sinning willfully. (Presumptuous
sins, verse 13) . For sins committed in ignorance (verse 12), the Law provided atonement; but for willful sins, sins
committed with a high hand, there was no ceremonial prescription, though forgiveness was still available if the person
repented and confessed . Therefore he needed the perfect Law and God’s enabling to restrain him from such sins. (Verse
11)
PRESUMPTUOUS SINS (sins of Comission)
No propitiatory offering, only judgment, awaited the one who sinned defiantly (lit., with a high hand; i.e., with a raised,
clenched fist in defiance of God and His commands).
Numbers 15:30-31
30
But the soul that doeth ought presumptuously, whether he be born in the land, or a stranger, the same reproacheth
the LORD; and that soul shall be cut off from among his people.
31
Because he hath despised the word of the LORD, and hath broken his commandment, that soul shall utterly be
cut off; his iniquity shall be upon him.
external
internal
(Psalms 19:14) Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my
strength and my Redeemer.
Yahweh
Psalm 104:34
My meditation of him shall be sweet: I will be glad in the LORD.
Note also David's recognition that God judges not only one's actions and words but also the meditations of his heart
1 Pet 1:13-16
13
Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you
at the revelation of Jesus Christ;
14
As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance:
15
But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;
16
Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.
2 Pet 3:11
11
Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy
conversation and godliness,
Each Christian has areas in their lifestyle that need changing. This is called sanctification
by the washing of our lives with the Word of God. Today is the day of change for each of us. Purpose in your heart
that those things that the Holy Spirit shows you that need to be changed in your life will be changed starting today.
Ask in prayer that God will strengthen you as you allow the Holy Spirit to change you into the image of our Lord.
Rom 8:26-29
26
Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the
Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.
27
And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the
saints according to the will of God.
28
And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to
his purpose.
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29
For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the
firstborn among many brethren.
PSALM TWENTY
This brief chapter is a royal psalm; the king was about to go to war, but before he did he stopped to pray in the
sanctuary, where he was joined by the congregation who interceded for him. Having rehearsed the intercessory
prayer of the people for their monarch who was praying for victory, the king expressed the assurance he had received
from the Lord for an overwhelming victory.
The Assurance of God's Saving Work
notice in verse 1 and 9 this request asking the LORD to answer the prayer.
(Psalms 20:1) May the LORD answer you in the day of trouble; May the name of the God of Jacob defend you;
20:1-4. In this intercessory prayer the congregation prayed in unison that God would answer their king’s request for
victory and protection (v. 1),
and send him help from the sanctuary (the tabernacle), the dwelling place
of God (v. 2). They prayed that his sacrifices which accompanied his prayer would be acceptable (v. 3), and that his heart’s
desire would be fulfilled and his plans would be successful (v:4).
In this royal psalm, David relays the people's prayer for his victory in battle (vv. 1-5), rehearses his own trust in God for
victory (vv. 6-8),
and reiterates the people's prayer to the Lord, their King (v. 9).
Throughout these verses 1 to 6 ,you refers to the anointed king (v. 6).
tabernacle
(Psalms 20:2) May He send you help from the sanctuary, And strengthen you out of Zion;
(Psalms 20:3) May He remember all your offerings, And accept your burnt sacrifice. Selah
(Psalms 20:4) May He grant you according to your heart's desire, And fulfill all your purpose.
(Psalms 20:5) We will rejoice in your salvation, And in the name of our God we will set up our banners! May the LORD
fulfill all your petitions.
20:5. The assembled worshipers then voiced their confidence that God would answer their king’s prayers. They
anticipated shouting for joy over their triumph. Then they repeated their intercession in support of his prayers: May the LORD
grant all your requests.
Saved in Hebrew to be delivered
(Psalms 20:6) Now I know that the LORD saves His anointed; He will answer him from His holy heaven With the saving
strength of His right hand.
The deliverance David expected would be majestic. It would be a triumphant victory by the saving power of God’s
right hand—the symbol of power .
20:6. The psalmist, who was the king, expressed the assurance he had received: because he trusted in the LORD he
knew he would have an overwhelming victory.
On the basis of his faith he was convinced that the Lord would answer and save him, God’s anointed. The Hebrew verb
saves may be translated “saved.” In the Psalms strong confidence is often expressed by the past tense, as if something
had already happened. He was certain God would save him.
Exodus 15:6
Thy right hand, O LORD, is become glorious in power: thy right hand, O LORD, hath dashed in pieces the enemy.
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Psalm 63:8
My soul followeth hard after thee: thy right hand upholdeth me.
“keep in memory or ponder”
(Psalms 20:7) Some trust in chariots, and some in horses; But we will remember the name of the LORD our God.
Trust This word was added by the translators for better readability in the English. There is no actual word in the
Hebrew text. The word may be displayed in italics, or in parentheses or other brackets, to indicate that it is not in the original
text.
The object of his faith (trust) was the name of the LORD.
God’s “name” is His nature, His reputation and character. David’s faith came from meditating and pondering on
the known reputation of God.
Vs. 20:7 Others boast in military might; the godly boast in the Lord.
20:7. In contrast with those who trust in military equipment or in horses, David trusted in the Lord. The verb for trust
is actually “keep in memory or ponder” (za4k{ar). Contemplation of the Lord builds confidence in Him.
Psalm 33:17
17 An horse is a vain thing for safety: neither shall he deliver any by his great strength.
(Psalms 20:8) They have bowed down and fallen; But we have risen and stand upright.
20:8. Because of God’s character David envisioned a great defeat of the enemy. He foresaw the certainty of his army’s
victory.
(Psalms 20:9) Save, LORD! May the King answer us when we call.
20:9. The assembled worshipers responded in unison with a prayer for the LORD to demonstrate that assured deliverance
by saving the king in battle. The request that the Lord would answer is at the beginning and ending of the psalm (vv. 1, 9).

PSALM TWENTY ONE
A thanksgiving and Messianic Psalm
Psalm 21 is closely related to Psalm 20 in its structure and contents. It may be the thanksgiving psalm after the battle
for which the prayer in Psalm 20 was made. In Psalm 21 Psalmist David rejoiced in the strength of the Lord who had
responded to his faith with an overwhelming victory. David also was encouraged by the faithful who anticipated future
victory by the power of God.
Joy in the Salvation of the LORD
(Psalms 21:1) The king shall have joy in Your strength, O LORD; And in Your salvation how greatly shall he rejoice!
Ch. 21 In this royal psalm of thanksgiving, David acknowledges that God has established his kingdom (vv. 1-7), rehearses
the people's anticipation of his further success as their king (vv. 8-12), and records their praise to the Lord (v. 13).
The psalm is partly messianic (e.g., vv. 4-6, 10-12), the language of these verses being hyperbolic in relation to David, but
literally true of Christ.
21:1-6. The royal psalmist praised the LORD who displayed His strength in battle. Referring to himself in the third
person David expressed his joy in the victories. He praised God for giving him the desire of his heart for giving him good
things, including a crown of pure gold (possibly the crown of an Ammonite king, 2 Sam. 12:30); for answering his prayer
for life; for the victories God had granted him along with abundant blessings and joy.
2 Samuel 12:30
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And he took their king's crown from off his head, the weight whereof was a talent of gold with the precious stones: and it
was set on David's head. And he brought forth the spoil of the city in great abundance.
(Psalms 21:2) You have given him his heart's desire, And have not withheld the request of his lips. Selah
(Psalms 21:3) For You meet him with the blessings of goodness; You set a crown of pure gold upon his head.
Vs. 21:3 You meet him. God confronts David with blessing.
4 to 6 messianic
(Psalms 21:4) He asked life from You, and You gave it to him; Length of days forever and ever.
(Psalms 21:5) His glory is great in Your salvation; Honor and majesty You have placed upon him.
(Psalms 21:6) For You have made him most blessed forever; You have made him exceedingly glad with Your presence.
(Psalms 21:7) For the king trusts in the LORD, And through the mercy of the Most High he shall not be moved.
21:7. The reason for this great deliverance in answer to prayer is that the king trusted in the unfailing love (h[esed{) of the
Lord Most High. Therefore he knew he was secure (he would not be shaken)
lovingkindness (Heb., hesed).
the Most High (Heb., Elyon).
Overthrow
overthrow
(Psalms 21:8) Your hand will find all Your enemies; Your right hand will find those who hate You.
Vs. 21:8 will find out, in the sense of "overthrow."
21:8-10. The king was now addressed by the congregation. Because he trusted in the LORD, they knew he would defeat his
enemies convincingly.
Heb. Aph - rapid breathing
(Psalms 21:9) You shall make them as a fiery oven in the time of Your anger; The LORD shall swallow them up in His
wrath, And the fire shall devour them.
(On God’s wrath being like fire
Psalm 89:46
How long, LORD? wilt thou hide thyself for ever? shall thy wrath burn like fire?
Verses 10-12 messianic
(Psalms 21:10) Their offspring You shall destroy from the earth, And their descendants from among the sons of men.
(mankind)
David would inflict a tremendous defeat on his foes, the objects of God’s “wrath,” thus ending their hopes of having
any posterity.
You in these verses probably refer to the king, with ultimate reference to Christ.
(Psalms 21:11) For they intended evil against You; They devised a plot which they are not able to perform.
21:11-12. Even though they schemed to overthrow the king, they would turn in fear from before him. Thus the king,
who trusted in the Lord, was assured of future victories.

61

(Psalms 21:12) Therefore You will make them turn their back; You will make ready Your arrows on Your string toward
their faces.
(Psalms 21:13) Be exalted, O LORD, in Your own strength! We will sing and praise Your power.
21:13. The congregation vowed to sing and praise the might and power of the LORD, who alone is to be exalted.

PSALM TWENTY TWO
Messianic Psalm
Upon Aijeleth Hashshahar (in superscription). Lit., upon the deer of the dawn. Probably the name of a tune. The psalm is
typical of the sufferings of Messiah.
David proclaims the Holy Spirit authored this Psalm. God has His ways.
2 Sam 23:1 Now these are the last words of David. Thus says David the son of Jesse; Thus says the man raised up on high,
The anointed of the God of Jacob, And the sweet psalmist of Israel:
2 Sam 23:2 "The Spirit of the LORD spoke by me, And His word was on my tongue.
This psalm, one of the psalms most quoted in the N.T., is the most typologically graphic picture in the O.T. of what
happened at the cross. Thus it is appropriately called the "Crucifixion Psalm" or the "Psalm of the Cross."
As Isa. 53 describes the theological significance of Christ's death, this psalm explicates ( explains, illustrates,
expounds upon ) the historical event itself.
In this lament psalm, David expresses his trust in God (vv. 3-5, 9-10)
in spite of his apparent rejection by God (vv. 1-2)
and by men (vv. 6-8),
petitions God's help and deliverance (vv. 11, 19-21)
in the face of attacks by his enemies (vv. 11-18),
confidently resolves to praise God (vv. 22, 25),
invites others to join in that praise (vv. 23, 26)
because God has heard his prayer (v. 24),
and predicts the future worldwide worship of the Lord (vv. 27-31).
The psalmist apparently felt forsaken by God, as he was surrounded by his enemies’ scornful persecution. He lamented
his tremendous suffering and his desperate struggle with death, pleading with God to deliver him from such a horrible end.
Apparently his prayer was answered, for he was able to declare to the elect and to the world that the Lord answered his
prayer.
No known incident in the life of David fits the details of this psalm. The expressions describe an execution, not an
illness; yet that execution is more appropriate to Jesus’ crucifixion than David’s experience. The Gospel writers also saw
connections between some of the words in this psalm (vv. 8, 16, 18) and other events in Christ’s Passion. Also Hebrews 2:12
quotes Psalm 22:22. Thus the church has understood this psalm to be typological of the death of Jesus Christ. This
means that David used many poetic expressions to portray his immense sufferings, but these poetic words became
literally true of the suffering of Jesus Christ at His enemies’ hands. The interesting feature of this psalm is that it does
not include one word of confession of sin, and no imprecation against enemies. It is primarily the account of a righteous
man who was being put to death by wicked men.
Hebrews 2:12
Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee.
David was describing figuratively the depth of his suffering; but his thoughts were so shaped by the Holy Spirit as to
typify or prefigure, even in detail, many of the actual circumstances of the Lord's crucifixion.
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2 Samuel 23:2
The Spirit of the LORD spake by me, and his word was in my tongue.
The first part of this verse represents the "fourth saying" of Jesus on the cross (Matt. 27:46; Mark 15:34). No man
can fathom all that this outcry must have meant in the personal experience of Christ, for no mortal ever suffered as He
suffered. Suffice it to say that the abandonment of the Son by the Father was real, and the reason is succinctly stated in 2
Cor. 5:21, "For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us"
Psalm 22 is a graphic picture of death by crucifixion. The bones (of the hands, arms, shoulders, and pelvis) out of joint (v.
14);
the profuse perspiration caused by intense suffering (v. 14);
the action of the heart affected (v. 14);
strength exhausted, and extreme thirst (v. 15);
the hands and feet pierced partial nudity with the hurt to modesty (v. 17),
are all associated with that mode of death.
The accompanying circumstances are precisely those fulfilled in the crucifixion of Christ. The desolate cry of verse 1
Psalm 22:1
My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? why art thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my roaring?
Matthew 27:46
And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God,
why hast thou forsaken me?
The Suffering, Praise, and Posterity of the Messiah
(Psalms 22:1) My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me? Why are You so far from helping Me, And from the
words of My groaning?
Utterance of my distress cry
Jesus quoted this first phrase on the cross.
Matt. 27:46
46
And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God,
my God, why hast thou forsaken me?
David, apparently feeling forsaken by God and scoffed at by his enemies, was confident that God would not fully
abandon him.
Verses 1-10 form the psalmist’s general introductory cry out of distress; they include two cycles, one of lament (vv. 15) and one of confidence (vv. 6-10).
Psalms 22, 23, and 24 form a trilogy.
In Ps 22 the <good> Shepherd gives His life for the sheep (John 10:11);
in Ps 23 the <great> Shepherd, whom God "brought back from the dead . . . through the blood of the eternal covenant"
(Heb 13:20), tenderly cares for His sheep;
n Ps 24 the <chief> Shepherd appears as King of glory to reward His sheep (1 Pet 5:4).
John 10:11
11
I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.
Heb 13:20
Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through
the blood of the everlasting covenant,
1 Pet 5:4
4
And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.
(Psalms 22:2) O My God, I cry in the daytime, but You do not hear; And in the night season, and am not silent.
Significant because of the darkness over the land from noon to 3pm
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Matthew 27:45
Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour.
Though sensing that God had forsaken him (v. 1), the psalmist drew renewed confidence from the fact that God had
answered his ancestors’ prayers (v. 4). David’s initial cry, My God, my God, why have You forsaken me? is an expression
appropriated by Christ on the cross (Matt. 27:46; Mark 15:34). God, whom David was addressing as “my God,” had
seemingly forsaken him. David prayed constantly (by day and by night) but there was no answer.
(Psalms 22:3) But You are holy, Enthroned in the praises of Israel.
The confidence he mustered was from the knowledge that God answers prayer. God is holy, distinct from all the false
gods of the pagans in that He is alive and acts. In fact God is enthroned and therefore received praise from the Israelites for
answered prayer.
the praises of Israel. A figure of speech for the sanctuary, where Israel praised the Lord.
(Psalms 22:4) Our fathers trusted in You; They trusted, and You delivered them.
David’s ancestors, putting their trust in the Lord, prayed in their distress and were delivered by Him. So David was
encouraged to keep on praying.
(Psalms 22:5) They cried to You, and were delivered; They trusted in You, and were not ashamed.
(Psalms 22:6) But I am a worm, and no man; A reproach of men, and despised by the people.
22:6-8. The psalmist, though scorned by men, was convinced that the God of his youth would not abandon him forever.
David lamented the fact that men despised him. He felt like a worm, worthless, defenseless, and treated with utter contempt.
(Psalms 22:7) All those who see Me ridicule Me; They shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying,
separate with the lip. A mocking gesture, similar to "stick out the tongue."
"Shoot out the lip" is an expression of derision and contempt, comparable to sticking out the tongue.
"Shake [or `wag'] the head" appears in Mark 15:29
29
And they that passed by railed on him, wagging their heads, and saying, Ah, thou that destroyest the temple, and
buildest it in three days,
(Psalms 22:8) "He trusted in the LORD, let Him rescue Him; Let Him deliver Him, since He delights in Him!"
This verse represents the mockery of the chief priests and scribes in attendance at the crucifixion and is quoted in
Matthew 27:42-43
42
He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and we
will believe him.
43
He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will have him: for he said, I am the Son of God.
They hurled insults at him (cf. Matt. 27:39, 44), mocking his faith since the LORD was not rescuing him. The expressions
used in Psalm 22:8 were adapted by those who mocked at Jesus’ cross (Mat. 27:42-43), not realizing that they were fulfilling
this prophecy and that He was the suffering Messiah.
(Psalms 22:9) But You are He who took Me out of the womb; You made Me trust while on My mother's breasts.
All of David's life he had been trained to trust the Lord.
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(Psalms 22:10) I was cast upon You from birth. From My mother's womb You have been My God.
The psalmist’s confidence was drawn from his training as a child. From the very beginning he was trained to trust in the
Lord, who had brought him out of the womb. All his life the Lord had been his God.
(Psalms 22:11) Be not far from Me, For trouble is near; For there is none to help.
David lamented his desperate struggle with death at the hands of inhuman enemies. He summarized his lament with a
quick plea that the Lord not… be far off, since trouble was near and he was helpless. David describes his struggle with
death in language that is also appropriate to the suffering Messiah.
(Psalms 22:12) Many bulls have surrounded Me; Strong bulls of Bashan have encircled Me.
David compared his enemies to cruel and insensitive beasts (bulls and lions) who would destroy him and then described
his agony. Bulls of Bashan were well-fed cattle east of the Sea of Kinnereth (Galilee). Several other times David spoke of
his enemies as lions .
Ps 58:6
Break their teeth, O God, in their mouth: break out the great teeth of the young lions, O LORD.
(Psalms 22:13) They gape at Me with their mouths, Like a raging and roaring lion.
Verses now prophetically describe crucifixion, a means of execution not known until Roman times: the pain, the extreme
thirst, asphyxiation, and agony to the hands and feet.
(Psalms 22:14) I am poured out like water, And all My bones are out of joint; My heart is like wax; It has melted within
Me.
Because of his enemies’ attacks, David’s strength was sapped like poured-out water, and his joints were racked.
Moreover, like melted wax his courage (heart) was gone—he had lost his desire to resist.
These verses are a prophetic picture of crucifixion, the torturous and inhumane method of execution invented by the
Persians c. 600 B.C., but made more atrocious and notorious by the Romans hundreds of years after this psalm was
written.
(Psalms 22:15) My strength is dried up like a potsherd, And My tongue clings to My jaws; You have brought Me to the
dust of death.
potsherd. A broken piece of an earthenware vessel
His strength was gone and his mouth was dry. In his weakness he was at the brink of death
John 19:28
After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst.
"My tongue clings to My jaws"is a description of thirst (cf. John 19:28).
(Psalms 22:16) For dogs have surrounded Me; The congregation of the wicked has enclosed Me. They pierced My hands
and My feet;
dogs, who haunted streets as scavengers, well describe the savage enemies.
David again described his enemies and his agony. His enemies tortured him and watched him insensitively. He
compared them to dogs , who in the ancient world were scavengers. Like dogs, his foes (evil men) surrounded him, waiting
till he was dead so they could tear at his limbs. To compare his enemies to dogs was to say that he was almost dead.
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The words they have pierced my hands and my feet figuratively describe such a tearing as if by animals. Of course in
the New Testament, these words in reference to Jesus Christ have greater significance .
"They pierced My hands and My feet" denotes the cruel details of crucifixion
John 20:25
The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands
the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.
Luke 24:39-40
39
Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye
see me have.
40
And when he had thus spoken, he shewed them his hands and his feet.
(Psalms 22:17) I can count all My bones. They look and stare at Me.
After speaking of his enemies the psalmist again described his agony. He was weak and emaciated. His enemies stared
at him, considering him as good as dead, so they divided up his garments, his last possession.
(Psalms 22:18) They divide My garments among them, And for My clothing they cast lots.
This prophecy of the soldiers casting lots for the seamless robe of Christ is quoted by all four gospel writers (Matt. 27:35;
Mark 15:24; Luke 23:34; John 19:23, 24).
This, indeed, is an amazing fulfillment of prophecy. Even if one were to discount other aspects of the psalm as having
been deliberately fulfilled by Jesus, the Roman soldiers, who were oblivious to the Scriptures, never intended to verify the
veracity of the Bible by fulfilling prophecy.
Yet the psalmist accurately predicts the actions of these soldiers some 1,000 years before the Lord's death on the
cross.
John 19:23-24
Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took his garments, and made four parts, to every soldier a part; and also his
coat: now the coat was without seam, woven from the top throughout.
They said therefore among themselves, Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be: that the scripture might be
fulfilled, which saith, They parted my raiment among them, and for my vesture they did cast lots. These things therefore the
soldiers did.
Mark 15:24
And when they had crucified him, they parted his garments, casting lots upon them, what every man should take.
Luke 23:34
34
Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots.
Matthew 27:35
35
And they crucified him, and parted his garments, casting lots: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the
prophet, They parted my garments among them, and upon my vesture did they cast lots.
All these details of Jesus' crucifixion were carried out by people who had no knowledge of these predictions in the Old
Scroll writtings.
(Psalms 22:19) But You, O LORD, do not be far from Me; O My Strength, hasten to help Me!
David prayed that the LORD (his Strength; would help him by saving his life from the power of his wicked enemies,
who were like dogs, lions and wild oxen. In his prayer, he became confident that he had been heard.
(Psalms 22:20) Deliver Me from the sword, My precious life from the power of the dog.
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(Psalms 22:21) Save Me from the lion's mouth And from the horns of the wild oxen! You have answered Me.
In the Hebrew the last part of verse 21 breaks off in the middle of the prayer and states, “You have heard”. The
psalmist may have received an oracle (revelation) of salvation, for in the rest of the psalm he said he would praise God
for His deliverance.
The deliverance of the Messiah was accomplished by His resurrection from the dead.
(Psalms 22:22) I will declare Your name to My brethren; In the midst of the assembly I will praise You.
The Psalm shifts from crucifixion to resurrection; fulfilled in the "go to my brothers," etc., of John 20:17. The risen Christ
declares to His brethen the name, "Father."
David addressed the congregation of the people with his vow to praise the Lord. Verse 22 is quoted almost verbatim in
Hebrews 2:12 as Jesus’ praise for deliverance. Of course Jesus’ prayer to be delivered from death (Heb. 5:7) was
answered in a different way—He was raised from the dead. The psalmist was apparently rescued so that he did not
die.
Verses (vv. 22-31) take the psalm in a new direction as the spokesman voices words of praise in view of the Lord's certain
deliverance.
This verse is put directly into the mouth of Christ in Heb. 2:12, describing His relationship to His people.
Hebrews 2:12
12
Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee.
Hebrews 5:7
7
Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto
him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared;
The psalm naturally divides itself between vv. 21 and 22, and it is important to note the connection between suffering
and redemption.
Redemption comes through suffering. This was David's experience; this was the Lord's experience; and it is also the
Christian's experience.
(Psalms 22:23) You who fear the LORD, praise Him! All you descendants of Jacob, glorify Him, And fear Him, all you
offspring of Israel!
Then the psalmist called on the congregation to praise the LORD with him because He did not despise the afflicted one (the
suffering psalmist) but listened to his cry for help and answered his prayer.
(Psalms 22:24) For He has not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted; Nor has He hidden His face from Him;
But when He cried to Him, He heard.

(Psalms 22:25) My praise shall be of You in the great assembly; I will pay My vows before those who fear Him.
On the basis of this praise David said he would fulfill his vows and he encouraged the congregation to praise the Lord with
him.
(Psalms 22:26) The poor shall eat and be satisfied; Those who seek Him will praise the LORD. Let your heart live
forever!
Moreover, he encouraged them to keep on praying (may your hearts live forever means “do not give up”
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Verses 26-31 picture the expanding groups of people who will join in the praise of God for His deliverance.
Key Thoughts
Verses 26 - 31 relate the results of the suffering and deliverance described in the Psalm and prove its Messianic reference
beyond all question. It could not possibly be said of the suffering and subsequent deliverance of any mere human being that
it would result in both the meek and the prosperous being fed (vv. 26,29), in all the ends of the earth turning to the LORD
(v. 27), in all the dead eventually bowing before Him (v. 29), and in a new people being born (v. 31).
(Psalms 22:27) All the ends of the world Shall remember and turn to the LORD, And all the families of the nations Shall
worship before You.
.
The psalmist then turned his attention to the world at large. He anticipated that the world would turn to and worship (bow
down before) the LORD.
A description of millennial blessings.
(Psalms 22:28) For the kingdom is the Lord's, And He rules over the nations.
Because He is the sovereign King, the One who rules over the nations (v. 28), including the rich and the dying. From
generation to generation the people of the earth will be told that the LORD answered his prayer and rescued him, so therefore
the Lord can be trusted. Of course applied to Jesus Christ, these words became more significant. When people would hear
how God answered His prayer by raising Him from the dead many would turn to Him in trust and worship. (Heb. 5:7),
Hebrews 5:7
Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that
was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared;
(Psalms 22:29) All the prosperous of the earth Shall eat and worship; All those who go down to the dust Shall bow before
Him, Even he who cannot keep himself alive.
The feast (eat) speaks of God's blessing on mankind after the judgment. This shows that the purpose of God's judgment is
conversion and restoration. The theme of the messianic feast frequently occurs in later rabbinic literature.
(Psalms 22:30) A posterity shall serve Him. It will be recounted of the Lord to the next generation,
(Psalms 22:31) They will come and declare His righteousness to a people who will be born, That He has done this.

PSALM TWENTY TWO
Messianic Psalm
Upon Aijeleth Hashshahar (in superscription). Lit., upon the deer of the dawn. Probably the name of a tune. The psalm is
typical of the sufferings of Messiah.
David proclaims the Holy Spirit authored this Psalm. God has His ways.
2 Sam 23:1 Now these are the last words of David. Thus says David the son of Jesse; Thus says the man raised up on high,
The anointed of the God of Jacob, And the sweet psalmist of Israel:
2 Sam 23:2 "The Spirit of the LORD spoke by me, And His word was on my tongue.
This psalm, one of the psalms most quoted in the N.T., is the most typologically graphic picture in the O.T. of what
happened at the cross. Thus it is appropriately called the "Crucifixion Psalm" or the "Psalm of the Cross."
As Isa. 53 describes the theological significance of Christ's death, this psalm explicates ( explains, illustrates,
expounds upon ) the historical event itself.
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In this lament psalm, David expresses his trust in God (vv. 3-5, 9-10)
in spite of his apparent rejection by God (vv. 1-2)
and by men (vv. 6-8),
petitions God's help and deliverance (vv. 11, 19-21)
in the face of attacks by his enemies (vv. 11-18),
confidently resolves to praise God (vv. 22, 25),
invites others to join in that praise (vv. 23, 26)
because God has heard his prayer (v. 24),
and predicts the future worldwide worship of the Lord (vv. 27-31).
The psalmist apparently felt forsaken by God, as he was surrounded by his enemies’ scornful persecution. He lamented
his tremendous suffering and his desperate struggle with death, pleading with God to deliver him from such a horrible end.
Apparently his prayer was answered, for he was able to declare to the elect and to the world that the Lord answered his
prayer.
No known incident in the life of David fits the details of this psalm. The expressions describe an execution, not an
illness; yet that execution is more appropriate to Jesus’ crucifixion than David’s experience. The Gospel writers also saw
connections between some of the words in this psalm (vv. 8, 16, 18) and other events in Christ’s Passion. Also Hebrews 2:12
quotes Psalm 22:22. Thus the church has understood this psalm to be typological of the death of Jesus Christ. This
means that David used many poetic expressions to portray his immense sufferings, but these poetic words became
literally true of the suffering of Jesus Christ at His enemies’ hands. The interesting feature of this psalm is that it does
not include one word of confession of sin, and no imprecation against enemies. It is primarily the account of a righteous
man who was being put to death by wicked men.
Hebrews 2:12
Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee.
David was describing figuratively the depth of his suffering; but his thoughts were so shaped by the Holy Spirit as to
typify or prefigure, even in detail, many of the actual circumstances of the Lord's crucifixion.
2 Samuel 23:2
The Spirit of the LORD spake by me, and his word was in my tongue.
The first part of this verse represents the "fourth saying" of Jesus on the cross (Matt. 27:46; Mark 15:34). No man
can fathom all that this outcry must have meant in the personal experience of Christ, for no mortal ever suffered as He
suffered. Suffice it to say that the abandonment of the Son by the Father was real, and the reason is succinctly stated in 2
Cor. 5:21, "For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us"
Psalm 22 is a graphic picture of death by crucifixion. The bones (of the hands, arms, shoulders, and pelvis) out of joint (v.
14);
the profuse perspiration caused by intense suffering (v. 14);
the action of the heart affected (v. 14);
strength exhausted, and extreme thirst (v. 15);
the hands and feet pierced partial nudity with the hurt to modesty (v. 17),
are all associated with that mode of death.
The accompanying circumstances are precisely those fulfilled in the crucifixion of Christ. The desolate cry of verse 1
Psalm 22:1
My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? why art thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my roaring?
Matthew 27:46
And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God,
why hast thou forsaken me?
The Suffering, Praise, and Posterity of the Messiah
(Psalms 22:1) My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me? Why are You so far from helping Me, And from the
words of My groaning?
Utterance of my distress cry
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Jesus quoted this first phrase on the cross.
Matt. 27:46
46
And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God,
my God, why hast thou forsaken me?
David, apparently feeling forsaken by God and scoffed at by his enemies, was confident that God would not fully
abandon him.
Verses 1-10 form the psalmist’s general introductory cry out of distress; they include two cycles, one of lament (vv. 15) and one of confidence (vv. 6-10).
Psalms 22, 23, and 24 form a trilogy.
In Ps 22 the <good> Shepherd gives His life for the sheep (John 10:11);
in Ps 23 the <great> Shepherd, whom God "brought back from the dead . . . through the blood of the eternal covenant"
(Heb 13:20), tenderly cares for His sheep;
n Ps 24 the <chief> Shepherd appears as King of glory to reward His sheep (1 Pet 5:4).
John 10:11
11
I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.
Heb 13:20
Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through
the blood of the everlasting covenant,
1 Pet 5:4
4
And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.
(Psalms 22:2) O My God, I cry in the daytime, but You do not hear; And in the night season, and am not silent.
Significant because of the darkness over the land from noon to 3pm
Matthew 27:45
Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour.
Though sensing that God had forsaken him (v. 1), the psalmist drew renewed confidence from the fact that God had
answered his ancestors’ prayers (v. 4). David’s initial cry, My God, my God, why have You forsaken me? is an expression
appropriated by Christ on the cross (Matt. 27:46; Mark 15:34). God, whom David was addressing as “my God,” had
seemingly forsaken him. David prayed constantly (by day and by night) but there was no answer.
(Psalms 22:3) But You are holy, Enthroned in the praises of Israel.
The confidence he mustered was from the knowledge that God answers prayer. God is holy, distinct from all the false
gods of the pagans in that He is alive and acts. In fact God is enthroned and therefore received praise from the Israelites for
answered prayer.
the praises of Israel. A figure of speech for the sanctuary, where Israel praised the Lord.
(Psalms 22:4) Our fathers trusted in You; They trusted, and You delivered them.
David’s ancestors, putting their trust in the Lord, prayed in their distress and were delivered by Him. So David was
encouraged to keep on praying.
(Psalms 22:5) They cried to You, and were delivered; They trusted in You, and were not ashamed.
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(Psalms 22:6) But I am a worm, and no man; A reproach of men, and despised by the people.
22:6-8. The psalmist, though scorned by men, was convinced that the God of his youth would not abandon him forever.
David lamented the fact that men despised him. He felt like a worm, worthless, defenseless, and treated with utter contempt.
(Psalms 22:7) All those who see Me ridicule Me; They shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying,
separate with the lip. A mocking gesture, similar to "stick out the tongue."
"Shoot out the lip" is an expression of derision and contempt, comparable to sticking out the tongue.
"Shake [or `wag'] the head" appears in Mark 15:29
29
And they that passed by railed on him, wagging their heads, and saying, Ah, thou that destroyest the temple, and
buildest it in three days,

(Psalms 22:8) "He trusted in the LORD, let Him rescue Him; Let Him deliver Him, since He delights in Him!"
This verse represents the mockery of the chief priests and scribes in attendance at the crucifixion and is quoted in
Matthew 27:42-43
42
He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and we
will believe him.
43
He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will have him: for he said, I am the Son of God.
They hurled insults at him (cf. Matt. 27:39, 44), mocking his faith since the LORD was not rescuing him. The expressions
used in Psalm 22:8 were adapted by those who mocked at Jesus’ cross (Mat. 27:42-43), not realizing that they were fulfilling
this prophecy and that He was the suffering Messiah.
(Psalms 22:9) But You are He who took Me out of the womb; You made Me trust while on My mother's breasts.
All of David's life he had been trained to trust the Lord.
(Psalms 22:10) I was cast upon You from birth. From My mother's womb You have been My God.
The psalmist’s confidence was drawn from his training as a child. From the very beginning he was trained to trust in the
Lord, who had brought him out of the womb. All his life the Lord had been his God.
(Psalms 22:11) Be not far from Me, For trouble is near; For there is none to help.
David lamented his desperate struggle with death at the hands of inhuman enemies. He summarized his lament with a
quick plea that the Lord not… be far off, since trouble was near and he was helpless. David describes his struggle with
death in language that is also appropriate to the suffering Messiah.
(Psalms 22:12) Many bulls have surrounded Me; Strong bulls of Bashan have encircled Me.
David compared his enemies to cruel and insensitive beasts (bulls and lions) who would destroy him and then described
his agony. Bulls of Bashan were well-fed cattle east of the Sea of Kinnereth (Galilee). Several other times David spoke of
his enemies as lions .
Ps 58:6
Break their teeth, O God, in their mouth: break out the great teeth of the young lions, O LORD.
(Psalms 22:13) They gape at Me with their mouths, Like a raging and roaring lion.
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Verses now prophetically describe crucifixion, a means of execution not known until Roman times: the pain, the extreme
thirst, asphyxiation, and agony to the hands and feet.
(Psalms 22:14) I am poured out like water, And all My bones are out of joint; My heart is like wax; It has melted within
Me.
Because of his enemies’ attacks, David’s strength was sapped like poured-out water, and his joints were racked.
Moreover, like melted wax his courage (heart) was gone—he had lost his desire to resist.
These verses are a prophetic picture of crucifixion, the torturous and inhumane method of execution invented by the
Persians c. 600 B.C., but made more atrocious and notorious by the Romans hundreds of years after this psalm was
written.
(Psalms 22:15) My strength is dried up like a potsherd, And My tongue clings to My jaws; You have brought Me to the
dust of death.
potsherd. A broken piece of an earthenware vessel
His strength was gone and his mouth was dry. In his weakness he was at the brink of death
John 19:28
After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst.
"My tongue clings to My jaws"is a description of thirst (cf. John 19:28).
(Psalms 22:16) For dogs have surrounded Me; The congregation of the wicked has enclosed Me. They pierced My hands
and My feet;
dogs, who haunted streets as scavengers, well describe the savage enemies.
David again described his enemies and his agony. His enemies tortured him and watched him insensitively. He
compared them to dogs , who in the ancient world were scavengers. Like dogs, his foes (evil men) surrounded him, waiting
till he was dead so they could tear at his limbs. To compare his enemies to dogs was to say that he was almost dead.
The words they have pierced my hands and my feet figuratively describe such a tearing as if by animals. Of course in
the New Testament, these words in reference to Jesus Christ have greater significance .
"They pierced My hands and My feet" denotes the cruel details of crucifixion
John 20:25
The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands
the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.
Luke 24:39-40
39
Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye
see me have.
40
And when he had thus spoken, he shewed them his hands and his feet.
(Psalms 22:17) I can count all My bones. They look and stare at Me.
After speaking of his enemies the psalmist again described his agony. He was weak and emaciated. His enemies stared
at him, considering him as good as dead, so they divided up his garments, his last possession.
(Psalms 22:18) They divide My garments among them, And for My clothing they cast lots.
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This prophecy of the soldiers casting lots for the seamless robe of Christ is quoted by all four gospel writers (Matt. 27:35;
Mark 15:24; Luke 23:34; John 19:23, 24).
This, indeed, is an amazing fulfillment of prophecy. Even if one were to discount other aspects of the psalm as having
been deliberately fulfilled by Jesus, the Roman soldiers, who were oblivious to the Scriptures, never intended to verify the
veracity of the Bible by fulfilling prophecy.
Yet the psalmist accurately predicts the actions of these soldiers some 1,000 years before the Lord's death on the
cross.
John 19:23-24
Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took his garments, and made four parts, to every soldier a part; and also his
coat: now the coat was without seam, woven from the top throughout.
They said therefore among themselves, Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be: that the scripture might be
fulfilled, which saith, They parted my raiment among them, and for my vesture they did cast lots. These things therefore the
soldiers did.
Mark 15:24
And when they had crucified him, they parted his garments, casting lots upon them, what every man should take.
Luke 23:34
34
Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots.
Matthew 27:35
35
And they crucified him, and parted his garments, casting lots: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the
prophet, They parted my garments among them, and upon my vesture did they cast lots.
All these details of Jesus' crucifixion were carried out by people who had no knowledge of these predictions in the Old
Scroll writtings.
(Psalms 22:19) But You, O LORD, do not be far from Me; O My Strength, hasten to help Me!
David prayed that the LORD (his Strength; would help him by saving his life from the power of his wicked enemies,
who were like dogs, lions and wild oxen. In his prayer, he became confident that he had been heard.
(Psalms 22:20) Deliver Me from the sword, My precious life from the power of the dog.
(Psalms 22:21) Save Me from the lion's mouth And from the horns of the wild oxen! You have answered Me.
In the Hebrew the last part of verse 21 breaks off in the middle of the prayer and states, “You have heard”. The
psalmist may have received an oracle (revelation) of salvation, for in the rest of the psalm he said he would praise God
for His deliverance.
The deliverance of the Messiah was accomplished by His resurrection from the dead.
(Psalms 22:22) I will declare Your name to My brethren; In the midst of the assembly I will praise You.
The Psalm shifts from crucifixion to resurrection; fulfilled in the "go to my brothers," etc., of John 20:17. The risen Christ
declares to His brethen the name, "Father."
David addressed the congregation of the people with his vow to praise the Lord. Verse 22 is quoted almost verbatim in
Hebrews 2:12 as Jesus’ praise for deliverance. Of course Jesus’ prayer to be delivered from death (Heb. 5:7) was
answered in a different way—He was raised from the dead. The psalmist was apparently rescued so that he did not
die.
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Verses (vv. 22-31) take the psalm in a new direction as the spokesman voices words of praise in view of the Lord's certain
deliverance.
This verse is put directly into the mouth of Christ in Heb. 2:12, describing His relationship to His people.
Hebrews 2:12
12
Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee.
Hebrews 5:7
7
Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto
him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared;
The psalm naturally divides itself between vv. 21 and 22, and it is important to note the connection between suffering
and redemption.
Redemption comes through suffering. This was David's experience; this was the Lord's experience; and it is also the
Christian's experience.
(Psalms 22:23) You who fear the LORD, praise Him! All you descendants of Jacob, glorify Him, And fear Him, all you
offspring of Israel!
Then the psalmist called on the congregation to praise the LORD with him because He did not despise the afflicted one (the
suffering psalmist) but listened to his cry for help and answered his prayer.
(Psalms 22:24) For He has not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted; Nor has He hidden His face from Him;
But when He cried to Him, He heard.

(Psalms 22:25) My praise shall be of You in the great assembly; I will pay My vows before those who fear Him.
On the basis of this praise David said he would fulfill his vows and he encouraged the congregation to praise the Lord with
him.
(Psalms 22:26) The poor shall eat and be satisfied; Those who seek Him will praise the LORD. Let your heart live
forever!
Moreover, he encouraged them to keep on praying (may your hearts live forever means “do not give up”
Verses 26-31 picture the expanding groups of people who will join in the praise of God for His deliverance.
Key Thoughts
Verses 26 - 31 relate the results of the suffering and deliverance described in the Psalm and prove its Messianic reference
beyond all question. It could not possibly be said of the suffering and subsequent deliverance of any mere human being that
it would result in both the meek and the prosperous being fed (vv. 26,29), in all the ends of the earth turning to the LORD
(v. 27), in all the dead eventually bowing before Him (v. 29), and in a new people being born (v. 31).
(Psalms 22:27) All the ends of the world Shall remember and turn to the LORD, And all the families of the nations Shall
worship before You.
.
The psalmist then turned his attention to the world at large. He anticipated that the world would turn to and worship (bow
down before) the LORD.
A description of millennial blessings.
(Psalms 22:28) For the kingdom is the Lord's, And He rules over the nations.
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Because He is the sovereign King, the One who rules over the nations (v. 28), including the rich and the dying. From
generation to generation the people of the earth will be told that the LORD answered his prayer and rescued him, so therefore
the Lord can be trusted. Of course applied to Jesus Christ, these words became more significant. When people would hear
how God answered His prayer by raising Him from the dead many would turn to Him in trust and worship. (Heb. 5:7),
Hebrews 5:7
Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that
was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared;
(Psalms 22:29) All the prosperous of the earth Shall eat and worship; All those who go down to the dust Shall bow before
Him, Even he who cannot keep himself alive.
The feast (eat) speaks of God's blessing on mankind after the judgment. This shows that the purpose of God's judgment is
conversion and restoration. The theme of the messianic feast frequently occurs in later rabbinic literature.
(Psalms 22:30) A posterity shall serve Him. It will be recounted of the Lord to the next generation,
(Psalms 22:31) They will come and declare His righteousness to a people who will be born, That He has done this.

PSALM TWENTY FOUR
Messianic Psalm
In preparation for the entry of the great King of glory, the psalmist stated that those with clean hands and pure hearts
may ascend to His holy place.
Many think this psalm was written for the occasion of David’s taking the ark of the covenant to Jerusalem (2 Sam. 6),
though this cannot be proved. If such were true, then the “ancient doors” (Ps. 24:7) refer to the old fortress that then received
the ark, the symbol of the Lord’s presence. Or perhaps the psalm speaks of some other return to Jerusalem after a victory in
battle.
Psalms 22, 23, and 24 form a trilogy. In Ps 22 the <good> Shepherd gives His life for the sheep (John 10:11); in Ps 23 the
<great> Shepherd, whom God "brought back from the dead . . . through the blood of the eternal covenant" (Heb 13:20),
tenderly cares for His sheep; in Ps 24 the <chief> Shepherd appears as King of glory to reward His sheep (1 Pet 5:4).
Ch. 24 Beginning with a hymn of praise to God, the owner and Creator of the whole earth (vv. 1-2), David then instructs
prospective worshipers (vv. 3-6) and concludes with an anthem to the King of glory (vv. 7-10). David may have composed
this psalm when he brought the ark to Jerusalem (2 Sam. 6) or on one of the anniversaries of that occasion.
The King of Glory and His Kingdom
(Psalms 24:1) The earth is the Lord's, and all its fullness, The world and those who dwell therein.
24:1-2. David praised the Lord because everything in… the world belongs to Him who created it. This is a general
acknowledgment of God’s sovereignty over all things. God owns everything because He made everything.
Psalms 24:1: Though no historical notation appears in the superscription, the occasion of this psalm may very well have
been the return of the ark (the symbol of God's presence) by David from the house of Obed-Edom to Jerusalem (cf. 2 Sam.
6:12-19).
This verse, denoting God's universal sovereignty, is quoted by Paul in 1 Cor. 10:26.
1 Corinthians 10:26
For the earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof.
God sustains the life of His creation .
His eternal, unfailing purpose is to direct and guide His creation (Prov. 3:6)
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Proverbs 3:6
In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.
and to meet its needs (Matt. 6:11).
Matthew 6:11
Give us this day our daily bread.
God expects from His children gratitude (1 Thess. 5:18),
1 Thessalonians 5:18
In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.
which issues in complete obedience and genuine faith in Him to do what He has promised (Heb. 11:6).
Hebrews 11:6
But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of
them that diligently seek him.
Obedience should not depend upon perfect people, happy circumstances, or convenient timing, but rather upon the divine
mandate to go God's way and thereby receive eternal reward (Matt. 6:19, 20, )
Matthew 6:19-20
19
Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through
and steal:
20
But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not
break through nor steal:
God has shown His providential care again and again (2 Tim. 1:12):
2 Timothy 1:12
For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am
persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.
Pharaoh and the Egyptians were moved to release the children of Israel, even heaping upon them wealth and possessions;
Esther the Jewess became simultaneously the queen of Persia and the deliverer of the Jews. The God who controls Pharaoh
of Egypt and Ahasuerus of Persia has ultimate power over every situation, and He never allows a testing without providing
an escape. He never gives a task without undergirding and equipping the believer to do it (1 Cor. 10:13).
1 Corinthians 10:13
There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted
above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.
He is the "blessed and only Potentate" (1 Tim. 6:15).
1 Timothy 6:15
Which in his times he shall shew, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords;
(Psalms 24:2) For He has founded it upon the seas, And established it upon the waters.
The order is: (1) the declaration of title, "The earth is the LORD's" (vv. 1 - 2);
(2) who shall rule the earth? (vv. 3 - 6) - it is a question of worthiness, and no one is worthy but the Lamb (cp. Dan 7:13 -14;
Mat 25:31; Rev 5:1 - 10); and
(3) the King of glory takes the throne of earth (vv. 7 - 10).
See verse 10
(Psalms 24:3) Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD? Or who may stand in His holy place?
David then pondered who could go into the presence of such a sovereign Lord
(i.e., to the tabernacle on the hill of the LORD and its holy place).
(Psalms 24:4) He who has clean hands and a pure heart, Who has not lifted up his soul to an idol, Nor sworn deceitfully.
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The answer, perhaps given by priests at the sanctuary, is that one whose conduct is pure and whose worship is faithful
may do so (cf. Ps. 15). Clean hands refers to right actions, and a pure heart refers to a right attitude and will. Only those
who do not worship an idol can be true worshipers, and can walk by faith in integrity.
Vs. 24:4 Necessary qualities for holiness in worship. clean hands. Right deeds. pure heart. Right motives.
(Psalms 24:5) He shall receive blessing from the LORD, And righteousness from the God of his salvation.
24:5-6. The lesson is followed by the affirmation that those who seek after God will be blessed with righteousness. This
may refer to worshipers seeking entry into the sanctuary.
(Psalms 24:6) This is Jacob, the generation of those who seek Him, Who seek Your face. Selah
Jacob. Or you can say , like Jacob,
Jerusalem
(Psalms 24:7) Lift up your heads, O you gates! And be lifted up, you everlasting doors! And the King of glory shall come
in.
24:7. The psalmist offered an exhortation (v. 7) and then an explanation (v. 8). If lift up your heads, O you gates refers
to the city of Jerusalem then he was calling for the ancient gates to open wide for the triumphant entry. This was a poetic
way of displaying the superiority of the one entering. They should lift up their heads because the King of glory is about to
come in.
Vs. 24:7-10 In David's time the King of glory was represented by the ark being brought in a triumphal procession to the
sanctuary. These verses also speak prophetically of the ascension of Christ after His victory over sin and death and of
His coming reign as King over all the earth.
Melek - honor
(Psalms 24:8) Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty, The LORD mighty in battle.
24:8-10. David then gave an explanation. By question and answer he stated that this King of glory is the LORD, who
is mighty in battle. The LORD had shown Himself strong by giving them great victories; so He is the glorious King who will
enter the city. One can visualize a procession of triumphant Israelites carrying the ark, the symbol of the Lord’s presence,
going up to the sanctuary to praise Him. The ideas in the exhortation (v. 7) and the explanation (v. 8) were repeated in
verses 9-10. The repetition stressed the point: The LORD is a glorious King who is coming in. Only pure worshipers
can enjoy His presence.
Verse 7
(Psalms 24:9) Lift up your heads, O you gates! Lift up, you everlasting doors! And the King of glory shall come in.
Verse 8
verse 3
(Psalms 24:10) Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, He is the King of glory. Selah
CHAPTER TWENTY FIVE
An Acrostic Psalm
Notice there are 22 verses. One verse for each Hebrew alphabet letter
David confidently turned to the Lord for divine instruction and forgiveness from his iniquity because of His mercies for
Israel. This psalm is a meditation on the character of God that prompts the humble to respond with confession and prayer.
The psalm is an acrostic, as each verse begins with a successive letter of the Hebrew alphabet.
A Plea for Deliverance and Forgiveness
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(Psalms 25:1) To You, O LORD, I lift up my soul.
Psalm 25 is, for the most part, an acrostic poem, each verse beginning with a consecutive letter of the Hebrew alphabet. The
historical background of this autobiographical psalm is not stated, but v. 7 suggests that it was written in the latter part of
David's life.
(Psalms 25:2) O my God, I trust in You; Let me not be ashamed; Let not my enemies triumph over me.
David stressed his confidence in turning to the LORD. He lifted up his soul to the Lord without shame
(Psalms 25:3) Indeed, let no one who waits on You be ashamed; Let those be ashamed who deal treacherously without
cause.
for none who trust and hope (cf. vv. 5, 21) in the Lord will… be put to shame (cf. v. 20), that is, they will have their prayers
answered and their needs met. This contrasts with their enemies and the treacherous.
(Psalms 25:4) Show me Your ways, O LORD; Teach me Your paths.
David prayed first for instruction (vv. 4-5; cf. vv. 9, 12) and guidance (v. 5; cf. v. 9). He desired that God would show
him His ways, including truth, and teach him His paths.
(Psalms 25:5) Lead me in Your truth and teach me, For You are the God of my salvation; On You I wait all the day.
(Psalms 25:6) Remember, O LORD, Your tender mercies and Your lovingkindnesses, For they are from of old.
Vs. 25:6-7 Remember your long-standing mercy and love, but Do not remember the long ago sins of my youth.
Sometimes habitual offences
(Psalms 25:7) Do not remember the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions; According to Your mercy remember me,
For Your goodness' sake, O LORD.
Then he prayed for pardon (vv. 6-7). Based on God’s mercy and love, which had been known for ages, he prayed that the
sins of his youth not be held against him. (Three times he prayed remember.)
(Psalms 25:8) Good and upright is the LORD; Therefore He teaches sinners in the way.
David extolled the nature of God: He is good and upright and loving and faithful.
(Psalms 25:9) The humble He guides in justice, And the humble He teaches His way.
On the basis of these attributes He teaches sinners and guides the humble. Sinful humans need the gracious guidance of
the LORD.
(Psalms 25:10) All the paths of the LORD are mercy and truth, To such as keep His covenant and His testimonies.
"Covenant" (berit, Heb.) occurs here for the first time in the Psalter
moral evil
(Psalms 25:11) For Your name's sake, O LORD, Pardon my iniquity, for it is great.
The psalmist prayed for pardon for his great iniquity—for the sake of the Lord’s name (His revealed character).
(Psalms 25:12) Who is the man that fears the LORD? Him shall He teach in the way He chooses.
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25:12-14. Here David described a person who fears the LORD: he is one in whom the LORD confides by revealing His
covenant to him (v. 14) and instructing him (v. 12b; cf. vv. 4-5, 8-9). These statements remind the reader of the Wisdom
literature, especially Proverbs. A person who fears the Lord (Prov. 1:7; 9:10; 15:33; 31:30) is instructed by the Lord’s Word.
(Psalms 25:13) He himself shall dwell in prosperity, And his descendants shall inherit the earth.
(Psalms 25:14) The secret of the LORD is with those who fear Him, And He will show them His covenant.
(Psalms 25:15) My eyes are ever toward the LORD, For He shall pluck my feet out of the net.
25:15-22. The psalm concludes with a prayer for the Lord’s gracious deliverance. Beginning with his own affirmation that he
trusts the LORD for deliverance (v. 15),
(Psalms 25:16) Turn Yourself to me, and have mercy on me, For I am desolate and afflicted.
(Psalms 25:17) The troubles of my heart have enlarged; Bring me out of my distresses!
Perversity
trouble
(Psalms 25:18) Look on my affliction and my pain, And forgive all my sins.
the psalmist called on God to forgive (v. 18; cf. vv. 6-7, 11) his afflicted soul and deliver him from the distress caused
by his cruel enemies (v. 18).
The psalm strongly links the prayer for deliverance and guidance to confession of sin. The way of the Lord requires this.
(Psalms 25:19) Consider my enemies, for they are many; And they hate me with cruel hatred.
Vs. 25:18-20 Confession and forgiveness are necessary for deliverance.
(Psalms 25:20) Keep my soul, and deliver me; Let me not be ashamed, for I put my trust in You.
Again he asked that in being rescued he not be put to shame (cf. v. 20),
(Psalms 25:21) Let integrity and uprightness preserve me, For I wait for You.
and he affirmed his hope in God (v. 21; cf. vv. 3, 5; hope in the Lord is mentioned more than two dozen times in the Pss.).
(Psalms 25:22) Redeem Israel, O God, Out of all their troubles!
The last request was for deliverance of Israel… from her troubles (v. 22).
Vs. 25:22 What David has prayed for himself, he also prays for the nation.
PSALM TWENTY SIX
Psalm 26 is a strong affirmation of integrity and a prayer that God would recognize it. No time in the life of David
clearly presents itself as an occasion for this passage. The psalm is similar in many ways to Psalm 25, but Psalm 26 does
not include a prayer for pardon. The psalmist here declared that he kept separate from sinners, and identified himself with
the worship of the Lord. On the basis of this, he prayed with confidence that the Lord would spare him from a fate like that
of sinners.
A Prayer for Divine Scrutiny and Redemption
(Psalms 26:1) Vindicate me, O LORD, For I have walked in my integrity. I have also trusted in the LORD; I shall not slip.
David first seeks divine vindication of his integrity (vv. 1-8),
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then petitions God to deliver him from the fate of the wicked (vv. 9-11),
and finally resolves to praise the Lord for answering (v. 12).
integrity. I.e., sincerity of purpose and single-hearted devotion, not sinlessness.
Psalm 139:23
Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:
(Psalms 26:2) Examine me, O LORD, and prove me; Try my mind and my heart.
David invites God to Examine his claim to be innocent of the charges of wickedness brought against him by others.
(Psalms 26:3) For Your lovingkindness is before my eyes, And I have walked in Your truth.
(Psalms 26:4) I have not sat with idolatrous mortals, Nor will I go in with hypocrites.
David proved his integrity by his separation from sinners (vv. 4-5) and his identification with worshipers (vv. 6-8).
(Psalms 26:5) I have hated the assembly of evildoers, And will not sit with the wicked.
He in no way identified with the wicked and the deceitful. He did not sit (vv. 4a, 5b) with them or consult them In fact he
hated their assemblies.
(Psalms 26:6) I will wash my hands in innocence; So I will go about Your altar, O LORD,
wash my hands. First, a symbolic action, then a figure of speech attesting to innocence
Matt 27:24
24
When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was made, he took water, and washed his
hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just person: see ye to it.
Psalm 24:4
He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully.
Deut. 21:6
And all the elders of that city, that are next unto the slain man, shall wash their hands over the heifer that is beheaded in the
valley:
Job 9:30
If I wash myself with snow water, and make my hands never so clean;
(Psalms 26:7) That I may proclaim with the voice of thanksgiving, And tell of all Your wondrous works.
The setting of these verses is the sanctuary (cf. altar, v. 6, and house, v. 8). David’s worship was with integrity and
sincerity (he praised the Lord and told of His deeds). In contrast with his reaction to the assemblies of the wicked (26:5)
David loved the sanctuary, where the glory of the LORD… dwells.
(Psalms 26:8) LORD, I have loved the habitation of Your house, And the place where Your glory dwells.
(Psalms 26:9) Do not gather my soul with sinners, Nor my life with bloodthirsty men,
Do not take. David prays for a holy separation from sinners so that in the day of judgment he will not be taken with them.
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26:9-12. David petitioned the Lord to spare him from a common fate with sinners with whom he did not associate (cf.
vv. 4-5). David was probably referring to premature death (soul in Heb. refers to one’s life).
If swift judgment took the wicked away, it should not touch one who remained separate from them.
In expectation of the Lord’s delivering him from such a fate, David said he would praise the LORD in the congregation
(cf. vv. 7-8).
(Psalms 26:10) In whose hands is a sinister scheme, And whose right hand is full of bribes.

(Psalms 26:11) But as for me, I will walk in my integrity; Redeem me and be merciful to me.
Many times in the Psalms the writers prayed to be redeemed (v. 11) from trouble (pa4d{a=h, “to ransom, redeem,” is used in
31:5; 44:26; 49:7; 55:18; 69:18; 78:42; 119:134). That Hebrew word was often used when referring to Israel’s deliverance
from Egypt (cf. Deut. 7:8; 9:26; 13:5; 15:15; 24:18; 2 Sam. 7:23; Micah 6:4).
Micah 6:4
For I brought thee up out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed thee out of the house of servants; and I sent before thee
Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.
(Psalms 26:12) My foot stands in an even place; In the congregations I will bless the LORD.

PSALM TWENTY SEVEN
This is a psalm of great faith and confidence in the Lord in spite of threatening circumstances from human
opposition. A tremendous psalm of trust is proclaimed for all to contemplate.
An Exuberant Declaration of Faith
(Psalms 27:1) The LORD is my light and my salvation; Whom shall I fear? The LORD is the strength of my life; Of whom
shall I be afraid?
27:1. David expressed great confidence in the LORD: because the LORD was his Light… Salvation, and Stronghold
(ma4(o=z, “a strong fortified place”;), nobody could harm him. Light signifies understanding, joy, and life and the stronghold
signifies defense. With these provisions from the Lord, whom shall a believer fear? Obviously the answer is no one.
In this great anthem of praise, David expresses his confidence in the Lord (vv. 1-6), prays for continued victory (vv. 7-12),
and rejoices in his waiting on the Lord (vv. 13-14).
(Psalms 27:2) When the wicked came against me To eat up my flesh, My enemies and foes, They stumbled and fell.
27:2-3. In response to this question David spoke of the enemies who came against him. Even if they broke in on him, he
would remain confident in the Lord, without fear.
(Psalms 27:3) Though an army may encamp against me, My heart shall not fear; Though war should rise against me, In this
I will be confident.
A CLASSIC VERSE
(Psalms 27:4) One thing I have desired of the LORD, That will I seek: That I may dwell in the house of the LORD All the
days of my life, To behold the beauty of the LORD, And to inquire in His temple.
Beauty.
Graciousness, kindness of the Lord.
Temple
The Tabernacle, since Solomon's Temple was not yet built.
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27:4. David further expressed his confidence in the LORD by his longing to dwell in His house. He would love to abide
there all his life, to enjoy His beauty and to seek Him there in the temple. (He=k{a4l does not refer here to Solomon’s temple
since it was not yet built. The Heb. word means a magnificent structure, such as the tabernacle
1 Sam. 1:9
9
So Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, and after they had drunk. Now Eli the priest sat upon a seat by a
post of the temple of the LORD.
(Psalms 27:5) For in the time of trouble He shall hide me in His pavilion; In the secret place of His tabernacle He shall
hide me; He shall set me high upon a rock.
27:5-6. To dwell in the presence of the Lord would add to David’s security. The Lord would keep him safe in the day of
trouble and establish him securely in danger. Consequently he would triumph (his head would be exalted) over his enemies
and joyfully sing praises to the LORD. Perhaps the idea of safety in the sanctuary,tabernacle- where his enemies could not
reach him, caused David here to meditate on the Lord’s protection. The word for shelter (se4t{er) is also used in 32:7 (“hiding
place”); 91:1; 119:114 (“refuge”) to speak of God’s protection. David certainly knew the true Source of security.
(Psalms 27:6) And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me; Therefore I will offer sacrifices of joy
in His tabernacle; I will sing, yes, I will sing praises to the LORD.
lifted up

in victory.

(Psalms 27:7) Hear, O LORD, when I cry with my voice! Have mercy also upon me, and answer me.
27:7-10. Apparently the Lord was not granting David protection promptly, for he prayed earnestly and with some
anxiety for help. He asked the Lord not to forsake him since he was in great need
(Psalms 27:8) When You said, "Seek My face," My heart said to You, "Your face, LORD, I will seek."
God had instructed the righteous to pray (to seek His face), and that is what David was doing.
(Psalms 27:9) Do not hide Your face from me; Do not turn Your servant away in anger; You have been my help; Do not
leave me nor forsake me, O God of my salvation.
Therefore God ought not refuse to help him (to hide His face; cf. 102:2; 143:7). Moreover, David affirmed that he was the
servant of the LORD, and that the Lord had been his Helper.
Even if
(Psalms 27:10) ( When ) my father and my mother forsake me, Then the LORD will take care of me.
The first clause, which has often been misinterpreted, may be translated "If my father and my mother forsake me."
Conditional (which of course was unlikely).
(Psalms 27:11) Teach me Your way, O LORD, And lead me in a smooth path, because of my enemies.
27:11-12. David asked God to teach him the way to go (cf. 25:4-5) because his enemies were lying in wait for him. He
asked not to be turned over to his foes, who were false witnesses sworn to destroy him.
(Psalms 27:12) Do not deliver me to the will of my adversaries; For false witnesses have risen against me, And such as
breathe out violence.
false witnesses. The enemies' principal tactic was slander.
(Psalms 27:13) I would have lost heart, unless I had believed That I would see the goodness of the LORD In the land of the
living.
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In the end, however, the psalmist’s confidence surfaced again; he rejoiced in the prospect of waiting for the LORD.
David was confident that he would survive and remain alive (in the land of the living) to see God’s blessing. Therefore he
strengthened himself to wait for the Lord’s deliverance.
(Psalms 27:14) Wait on the LORD; Be of good courage, And He shall strengthen your heart; Wait, I say, on the LORD!

PSALM TWENTY EIGHT
The psalmist was convinced that the Lord would distinguish him from the wicked when He overthrows them and would
preserve him from his distress. Therefore he prayed that the Lord would save and shepherd His people. This psalm is a
companion to Psalm 26, but here the danger was imminent.
Rejoicing in Answered Prayer
speechless
beware
(Psalms 28:1) To You I will cry, O LORD my Rock: Do not be silent to me, Lest, if You are silent to me, I become like
those who go down to the pit.
descend cistern
Addressing the LORD, the psalmist prayed to be kept separate from the wicked when they are overthrown. This was an
urgent plea. If God would not respond, he would die
silent. Deaf, in the sense of not answering, speechless
pit, b{o=r, is a synonym for grave , well, cistern
Ch. 28 In this lament psalm, David petitions the Lord to deliver him from the just judgment due his enemies (vv. 1-4),
confidently predicts their punishment (v. 5), publicly praises God for the assurance of an answer to his prayer (vv. 6-8), and
petitions the Lord to save Israel (v. 9).
Beseeching favor
(cry out)
(Psalms 28:2) Hear the voice of my supplications When I cry to You, When I lift up my hands toward Your holy
sanctuary.
Inner most room- Holy of Holies.
David then asked
(a) that the Lord would favor him as he cried for mercy and help (v. 2),
(b) that the Lord would not drag him off with hypocritical sinners (v. 3), and
(c) that the Lord would justly punish the wicked (v. 4).

Guilty ones
makers of sorrow,trouble
(Psalms 28:3) Do not take me away with the wicked And with the workers of iniquity, Who speak
neighbors, But evil is in their hearts.
Declare
shalom
companions
mischief
inner man

peace to their

put upon
things done
evil quality
(Psalms 28:4) Give them according to their deeds, And according to the wickedness of their endeavors; Give them
according to the work of their hands; Render to them what
they deserve.
Labor
strength
practice
their just deserts
descerm

Pe ulot - rewards of

deeds
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(Psalms 28:5) Because they do not regard the works of the LORD, Nor the operation of His hands, He shall destroy
them And not build them up.
Yad - power break down
banah-establish
28:5-8. In addressing the congregation, the psalmist confidently expressed his anticipation that the LORD would answer
his prayer: the wicked will be over-thrown permanently. Because the wicked disregard the works of the LORD, they will be
destroyed.
barak
(Psalms 28:6) Blessed be the LORD, Because He has heard the voice of my supplications!
The sound of my plea for favor
This prompted words of praise… to the LORD:
(a) because He… heard David’s prayer
(Psalms 28:7) The LORD is my strength and my shield; My heart trusted in Him, and I am helped; Therefore my heart
greatly rejoices, And with my song I will praise Him.
laud
(b) because He was David’s Strength and Shield in that the LORD enabled him to escape the schemes of the wicked so that
he could rejoice in the Lord (v. 7); and
oz - might
ma oz -- means of safety
(Psalms 28:8) The LORD is their strength, And He is the saving refuge of His anointed.
Mashiyach - anointed one
(c) because the Lord saves His people and like a fortress defends His king (His anointed one,). The fact that the Lord
showed Himself to be His people’s Savior prompted praise from them.
deliver
nation
benefit
property
feed them
(Psalms 28:9) Save Your people, And bless Your inheritance; Shepherd them also, And bear them up forever.
Sustain
unending future
The Lord provides the strength of a fortress and the care of a shepherd.
The psalmist returned to his prayer (v. 9) after expressing his confident anticipation of the outcome (vv. 5-8). He asked
for salvation for the nation Israel (God’s inheritance and guidance from their Shepherd ) forever. This prayer that the Lord
would bear them up was a request that He sustain them through all their trials and tribulations.

PSALM TWENTY NINE
David witnessed an awesome thunderstorm moving across the land of the Canaanites, and attributed it to the power of
the Lord. He called on the angels to glorify Him who sits as King forever over nature. Psalm 29 is a polemic (argument)
against pagan beliefs in false gods who were credited with being responsible for storms.
This hymn of David ascribes glory to the omnipotent Lord (vv. 1-2)
who controls and reveals Himself in nature (vv. 3-9)
and in blessing His people with strength and peace (vv. 10-11).
Praise to God in His Holiness and Majesty
angels or the people of God?
(Psalms 29:1) Give unto the LORD, O you mighty ones, Give unto the LORD glory and strength.
sons of the mighty.
Probably refers to angels (though some understand the reference to be to the people of God).
The angels were invoked to give God the credit for His glory and power (strength).
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Such praise should be accompanied by holiness, using the imagery from Israel’s solemn assemblies, for the LORD is
holy.
The name LORD (Yahweh) occurs 18 times in this brief psalm.
The psalmist called on the angels to glorify the LORD. O mighty ones is literally, “sons of the mighty,” that is, God’s
angelic beings. The poetry here is climactic, repeating the expression ascribe to the LORD three times (with slight changes
each time in the words that follow) and expanding the idea until the final line calls for worship in holiness.
(Psalms 29:2) Give unto the LORD the glory due to His name; Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
in holy array, or in the beauty of holiness. Though the phrase may be translated either way, it likely refers to God's
holiness not man's. It means "Worship the Lord for the splendor of His holiness."
2 Chronicles 20:21
And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed singers unto the LORD, and that should praise the beauty of
holiness, as they went out before the army, and to say, Praise the LORD; for his mercy endureth for ever.
(Psalms 29:3) The voice of the LORD is over the waters; The God of glory thunders; The LORD is over many waters.
All this was by the decree of the Lord. In fact seven times the voice of the LORD is mentioned in verses 3-9: the storm
evidenced His complete majesty.
The psalmist described the Lord’s omnipotent control of nature in a terrifying storm.
Vs. 29:3-9 David describes a mighty thunderstorm that rises from the W over the Mediterranean (vv. 3-4),
breaks in full fury over the mountains of Lebanon and Sirion (Mount Hermon) and down the length of Canaan (vv. 5-7),
and finally passes out of sight and sound into the wilderness of Kadesh (vv. 8-9).
(Psalms 29:4) The voice of the LORD is powerful; The voice of the LORD is full of majesty.
29:3-4. David attributed the rise of the storm over the mighty waters (the Mediterranean Sea) to the voice of the LORD.
Though voice may be a poetic designation of thunder it probably also was meant to convey that He who created by His
word also controls nature by His word so that a thunderstorm evidences His power.
Genesis 1:3
And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.
(Psalms 29:5) The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars, Yes, the LORD splinters the cedars of Lebanon.
29:5-7. As David witnessed the voice of the LORD at the height of the storm, he said it moved inland and destroyed the
great cedars of Lebanon, rumbled the great mountains with earthquakes (v. 6), and scattered forked lightning in the skies (v.
7).
(Psalms 29:6) He makes them also skip like a calf, Lebanon and Sirion like a young wild ox.
Lebanon (v. 6) and Sirion are mountains in the Anti-Lebanon range.
(Psalms 29:7) The voice of the LORD divides the flames of fire.
flames of fire (v. 7) = lightning.
(Psalms 29:8) The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; The LORD shakes the Wilderness of Kadesh.
29:8-9. The storm (the voice of the LORD) shook not only the mountains (v. 6) but also the Desert of Kadesh. This
Kadesh was a town about 75 miles north of Damascus, not Kadesh in the south. As the storm moved on, it shook the fauna
and flora in the eastern wilderness.
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(Psalms 29:9) The voice of the LORD makes the deer give birth, And strips the forests bare; And in His temple everyone
says, "Glory!"
The storm made the hinds calve (as most versions translate the Heb prematurely due to fear, and stripped the leaves from the
trees in the forests. As a result all creatures in His temple, perhaps angels again (cf. v. 1), shouted praises of glory to His
power.
(Psalms 29:10) The LORD sat enthroned at the Flood, And the LORD sits as King forever.
29:10. The psalmist concluded that the LORD rules as King forever and is able to bless His people. Since the flood
probably refers to the universal inundation in Noah’s day, sits enthroned should be translated “sat enthroned” . Perhaps
David recalled this incident to support his contention that the present storm was the Lord’s work. If there was any doubt that
the Lord controlled nature, that would settle it. He is the LORD of Creation.
Psalms 29:10: This is evidently a reference to the Noahic Flood, as the word translated "Flood" (mabbul, Heb.) only occurs
here and in
Gen. 6:11.
The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence.
(Psalms 29:11) The LORD will give strength to His people; The LORD will bless His people with peace.
29:11. This demonstration of power was an encouragement to His people, for He shares His power (strength) with
them. The strength available to His people (v. 11) is His own strength (v. 1).
The same Hebrew word ((o4z) is used in both verses. The power that can raise a storm is available to benefit those who
trust in Him. Just as God can cause a storm to be still, so too can He bring peace to His people. Jesus’ miracles over nature,
especially calming the storm on the Sea of Galilee (Mark 4:37-39), demonstrate that all power was given to Him.
Mark 4:37-39
37
And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full.
38
And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake him, and say unto him, Master, carest
thou not that we perish?
39
And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a
great calm.
PSALM THIRTY
The Blessedness of Answered Prayer
Ch. 30 In this individual thanksgiving psalm, David acknowledges God's deliverance, calling on the congregation to join in
praise (vv. 1-5); he remembers his past sin (vv. 6-10) and renews his praise to God (vv. 11-12).
(Psalms 30:1) I will extol You, O LORD, for You have lifted me up, And have not let my foes rejoice over me.
He vowed to praise the LORD because he was lifted up from his distress. The depths (or the depths of the earth) speaks
of nearness of death . The rescue removed any opportunity for his enemies to gloat.
The historical notation in the superscription simply is not precise as to the occasion of the psalm. Several possibilities are
suggested by expositors:
(1) the building of David's own house (2 Sam. 5:11; 1 Chr. 14:1);
(2) David's bringing up of the ark to Jerusalem and placing it in the tabernacle especially erected for it (2 Sam. 6:12-19; 1
Chr. 15:25-16:3); or
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(3) the dedication of the threshing floor of Araunah, the future site of the temple (2 Sam. 24:18-25; 1 Chr. 21:18-27).
Perhaps the third suggestion best fits the context of the psalm.
In modern Judaism the psalm is used at the Feast of Dedication (hanukkah, Heb.) which was instituted in 165 or 164 B.C.
by Judas Maccabaeus to commemorate the purification of the temple after its desecration by Antiochus Epiphanes, who,
some three years earlier, had sacrificed a pig on the altar and had sprinkled its juices over the holy vessels.
In the N.T. the Feast of Dedication is mentioned only once
John 10:22
And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was winter.
(Psalms 30:2) O LORD my God, I cried out to You, And You healed me.
30:2-3. Here David described his answer to prayer for help: God healed him and spared his life. This is stated
figuratively as well: God brought him up from the grave (“sheol”; cf. NIV marg.). He was about to die, perhaps because of a
physical illness, but the LORD healed him. God’s deliverance prevented death.
Hebrew word for kept is chayah means to be restored to health
(Psalms 30:3) O LORD, You brought my soul up from the grave; You have kept me alive, that I should not go down to the
pit.
Vs. 30:3 You have brought up my soul from Sheol. I.e., God delivered him from the brink of death.
(Psalms 30:4) Sing praise to the LORD, You saints of His, And give thanks at the remembrance of His holy name.
Hebrew for holy name is Go desh which means His Sacredness
30:4-5. Because of God’s deliverance the psalmist called on the people to sing to and praise the LORD. The reason for
the praise is the temporary nature of God’s anger to him; it was but for a moment, only for the night. In the morning
came deliverance and joy.
Rapid breathing
delight-pleasure
active-reviving dripping
(Psalms 30:5) For His anger is but for a moment, His favor is for life; Weeping may endure for a night, But joy comes
in the morning.
Abide
erev
a ringing cry
break of day
Vs. 30:5 Whereas God's anger is but for a moment, His favor is for a lifetime.
The discipline of the Lord is never pleasant, but His anger does not last forever. Joy does come in the morning.
1 Peter 1:6-9
6
Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations:
7
That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might
be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:
8
Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy
unspeakable and full of glory:
9
Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.
pride
(Psalms 30:6) Now in my prosperity I said, "I shall never be moved."
Vs. 30:6-7 David reflects on his past distress caused by his self-sufficiency and by God's chastening. Some hold that this
refers to the plague God sent on Israel because of David's census (2 Sam. 24; 1 Chron. 21). If so, 70,000 died because of his
sin.
The word “secure” (s]elew) implies a careless ease. Apparently he had forgotten his need to trust in the Lord and boasted in
self-confidence.
(Psalms 30:7) LORD, by Your favor You have made my mountain stand strong; You hid Your face, and I was troubled.
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30:6-7. David recorded his prayer for deliverance from his sin of independence of the LORD. In pride he felt secure,
thinking he would never be shaken .
As a result, God disciplined him. Previously when God had favored him, He made him secure (mountain is a figure
for the strength of his position); but when God disciplined him, He hid His face, an expression that signifies the removal of
blessing and protection.
(Psalms 30:8) I cried out to You, O LORD; And to the LORD I made supplication:
3068 YehovahJehovah (Yahweh) "the existing One"; the proper name of the one true God; unpronounced except with adding the
vowel pointings .
'Adonay-

Lord (a title) spoken instead of Yahweh as a Jewish display of reverence

30:8-10. When God brought the plague, because of David’s pride (2 Sam. 24:15) David cried out to Him, pleading that
there would be no benefit in his destruction and death. If God wanted praise from the psalmist, then He would have to
preserve him from the grave (cf. Isa. 38:18). This was the reasoning behind David’s prayer for mercy and help .
(Psalms 30:9) "What profit is there in my blood, When I go down to the pit? Will the dust praise You? Will it declare Your
truth?
The idea of this verse is that, if David dies, he cannot offer praise to God.
Jehovah
supporter
(Psalms 30:10) Hear, O LORD, and have mercy on me; LORD, be my helper!"
wailing
(Psalms 30:11) You have turned for me my mourning into dancing; You have put off my sackcloth and clothed me with
gladness,
common material
the joy of God
Using terminology from festive occasions (dancing and joy) David rehearsed how
God delivered him from
his lamentable state
(Psalms 30:12) To the end that my glory may sing praise to You and not be silent. O LORD my God, I will give thanks to
You forever.
As a result of this answer to prayer David sang praises to the Lord. Thus he vowed to acknowledge and thank the LORD his
God forever. Every deliverance a believer experiences should likewise prompt a full expression of praise.
PSALM THIRTY ONE
Messianic Psalm
Psalm 31 is another “psalm of David” in a time of great need, a prayer from one who was despised, defamed, and
persecuted. So much of David’s life was spent in this condition that the Book of Psalms includes many of his prayers that
grew out of such situations. In this passage he exhorted the afflicted to love the Lord and to be strong because the Lord
would protect them from men’s evil plans. David explained that he learned this truth as he committed his life into the hands
of the Lord when his foes plotted to kill him.
The LORD a Fortress in Adversity
(Psalms 31:1) In You, O LORD, I put my trust; Let me never be ashamed; Deliver me in Your righteousness.
Ch. 31 In this lament psalm, David first addresses his prayer to God (vv. 1-8), laments his physical distress and danger (vv.
9-13), petitions the Lord to deliver him and silence his enemies (vv. 14-18), praises the Lord for delivering His own (vv. 1922), and exhorts the godly to love the Lord and be strong (vv. 23-24).

88

His only protection and safety were in the Lord.
(Psalms 31:2) Bow down Your ear to me, Deliver me speedily; Be my rock of refuge, A fortress of defense to save me.
(Psalms 31:3) For You are my rock and my fortress; Therefore, for Your name's sake, Lead me and guide me.
David confidently committed his life into the hands of the Lord, his Rock, knowing that he would rejoice in God’s love .
(Psalms 31:4) Pull me out of the net which they have secretly laid for me, For You are my strength.
31:3-4. The psalmist’s confidence is stated strongly in these verses. The Lord his Rock… Fortress (cf. v. 2), and Refuge
would lead him out of danger.
(Psalms 31:5) Into Your hand I commit my spirit; You have redeemed me, O LORD God of truth.
Psalms 31:5: The first half of this verse constitutes the last saying of our Lord from the cross (Luke 23:46) and is also
mirrored by Stephen in Acts 7:59.
Church history reveals that many martyrs have also quoted this verse at the moment of execution. Such confidence at the
point of death reveals tremendous trust in the Lord. Committing one's life to God is the epitome of faith. Jesus made the
supreme commitment on the cross .
Luke 23:46
And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus, he
gave up the ghost.
Acts 7:59
And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.
31:5. With confidence in the Lord (vv. 3-4) he committed his spirit into the hands of the LORD, praying that the God of
truth (cf. Isa. 65:16) would redeem him . The same confident resting in God during the onslaught of the wicked was
expressed by the Savior (Luke 23:46). A sufferer who has faith in God may pray to Him and leave the problem in His hands
(
1 Peter 4:19
Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of
their souls to him in well
doing, as unto a faithful Creator.
Isaiah 65:16
That he who blesseth himself in the earth shall bless himself in the God of truth; and he that sweareth in the earth shall
swear by the God of truth; because the former troubles are forgotten, and because they are hid from mine eyes.
(Psalms 31:6) I have hated those who regard useless idols; But I trust in the LORD.
In addition to his trust, David asserted that he despised those who cling to worthless idols. The LORD is faithful, worthy of all
trust.
(Psalms 31:7) I will be glad and rejoice in Your mercy, For You have considered my trouble; You have known my soul in
adversities,
Therefore David confidently anticipated praising His loyal love.
(Psalms 31:8) And have not shut me up into the hand of the enemy; You have set my feet in a wide place.
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He wrote (v. 8) as if the deliverance had already been granted. With such genuine faith, believers can sing of triumph in
anticipation of God’s delivering them.
(Psalms 31:9) Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; My eye wastes away with grief, Yes, my soul and my
body!
31:9-13. The psalmist pleaded for grace from the LORD because his life was in danger (distress). In sorrow… grief, and
anguish he was at the point of perishing.
(Psalms 31:10) For my life is spent with grief, And my years with sighing; My strength fails because of my iniquity, And
my bones waste away.
Vs. 31:9-12 David describes his extreme physical and emotional distress because of the attacks against him.
(Psalms 31:11) I am a reproach among all my enemies, But especially among my neighbors, And am repulsive to my
acquaintances; Those who see me outside flee from me.
Because of his enemies he was rejected and forgotten by friends. Because many plotted against his life he faced terror
on every side.
Jeremiah 20:10
10
For I heard the defaming of many, fear on every side. Report, say they, and we will report it. All my familiars
watched for my halting, saying, Peradventure he will be enticed, and we shall prevail against him, and we shall take our
revenge on him.
(Psalms 31:12) I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; I am like a broken vessel.
(Psalms 31:13) For I hear the slander of many; Fear is on every side; While they take counsel together against me, They
scheme to take away my life.
(Psalms 31:14) But as for me, I trust in You, O LORD; I say, "You are my God."
31:14-18. Emphasizing that he trusted God and had placed himself in the Lord’s hands the psalmist prayed that God
would save him and silence his arrogant enemies . They with their lying lips should be silenced rather than he, with his
praises.
(Psalms 31:15) My times are in Your hand; Deliver me from the hand of my enemies, And from those who persecute me.
(Psalms 31:16) Make Your face shine upon Your servant; Save me for Your mercies' sake.
Face shine - bestow His favor upon us
Numbers 6:24-26
The LORD bless thee, and keep thee:
The LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee:
The LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.
(Psalms 31:17) Do not let me be ashamed, O LORD, for I have called upon You; Let the wicked be ashamed; Let them be
silent in the grave.
(Psalms 31:18) Let the lying lips be put to silence, Which speak insolent things proudly and contemptuously against the
righteous.
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(Psalms 31:19) Oh, how great is Your goodness, Which You have laid up for those who fear You, Which You have
prepared for those who trust in You In the presence of the sons of men!
31:19-24. David praised the LORD (How great is Your goodness) for His protection of the faithful in general (vv. 19-20), and
for delivering him by His love (v. 21) in spite of David’s unbelief (v. 22).
(Psalms 31:20) You shall hide them in the secret place of Your presence From the plots of man; You shall keep them
secretly in a pavilion From the strife of tongues.
(Psalms 31:21) Blessed be the LORD, For He has shown me His marvelous kindness in a strong city!
(Psalms 31:22) For I said in my haste, "I am cut off from before Your eyes"; Nevertheless You heard the voice of my
supplications When I cried out to You.
in my alarm or consternation. A moment of panic that he might have been cut off from God.
(Psalms 31:23) Oh, love the LORD, all you His saints! For the LORD preserves the faithful, And fully repays the proud
person.
Preserves, to guard to watch over, to keep
(Psalms 31:24) Be of good courage, And He shall strengthen your heart, All you who hope in the LORD.

PSALM THIRTY TWO
A PENITENTIAL PSALM
Psalms 32:1: This is a meditative, contemplative psalm (maschil, Heb.), one conveying unusual insight and wisdom. It
is one of 13 psalms bearing this title (cf. Ps. 42; 44; 45; 52-55; 74; 78; 88; 89; 142). Psalm 32 is also one of seven psalms
known as penitential psalms.
Godly sorrow over failures and confession to the LORD.
Maskil. Probably means a contemplative or didactic (teaching) Ps.
David, having experienced divine chastening and forgiveness (possibly for the sin of adultery and murder recorded in 2
Sam. 11), encouraged others to seek the Lord who deals graciously with sinners. If they refuse submission they will endure
chastening.
This psalm may be a companion to Psalm 51, referring to David’s sin with Bathsheba. At that time David refused for a year
to acknowledge his sin. Psalm 51 was his prayer for pardon; Psalm 32 would then follow it, stressing God’s forgiveness and
the lesson David learned.
In all probability, Ps. 51 was written first, with Ps. 32 being written in retrospect.
Here he describes the blessing of forgiveness that followed chastening and confession (vv. 1-5), then encourages others to
seek the Lord's deliverance rather than stubbornly refusing to follow Him (vv. 6-10), and finally exhorts them to rejoice in
the Lord (v. 11).
The Joy of Forgiveness
How happy - Eh’ sher
trespass
concealed, clothed
(Psalms 32:1) Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, Whose sin is covered.
The psalmist, having received God’s forgiveness for his sins, expressed his joy over that fact. Blessed is used in 1:1 of a
person who leads an untarnished life. Here it is used of one who has forgiveness. God forgives fully, for He does not count a
truly penitent person’s sin… against him.
Psalms 32 and 51 are usually considered companion psalms, both reflecting the terrible anguish of soul which David
experienced following his sins against both Bathsheba and Uriah, and the subsequent blessedness of forgiveness.
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(vv. 1,2) In these verses David gives a threefold description of sin:
(1) "transgression" (pesha`, Heb.), which depicts a spirit of defiant disobedience against God;
(2) "sin" (hata^ah, Heb.), which denotes a missing of the mark, a deficiency with respect to intent or purpose; and
(3) "iniquity" (`avon, Heb.), which represents a perversion, a distortion of that which is straight. Verse two
Vs. 32:1-2, 5 Wickedness is described as transgression (rebellion), sin (missing the mark by hitting the wrong mark),
and iniquity (guilt). God's dealing with sin is described by such terms as forgiven, covered, and not imputed.
The consequences of sin
guilt
(Psalms 32:2) Blessed is the man to whom the LORD does not impute iniquity, And in whose spirit there is no deceit.
The counterpart is a threefold description of forgiveness:
(1) "forgiven" comes from the verb nasa^ (Heb.), which means "to lift up" (as a burden), "to take away," "to bear"; verse
one
(2) "covered" represents the Hebrew verb kasah, which means "to conceal," as from the eye; and verse one
(3) "not impute" (hashav, Heb.), pictures the canceling of a debt (alt. charge his account with). "Deceit" (remiyyah, Heb.)
describes a posture of pretense and deception. David affirms the fact that the blessed state of forgiveness is obtained only
when there is absolute sincerity and honesty on man's part in acknowledging his sins before God. These verses are quoted in
Rom. 4:7, 8, as Paul speaks of the blessedness of the man who is justified by faith.
Romans 4:7-8
7
Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered.
8
Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin.
Grieved inwardly body
(Psalms 32:3) When I kept silent, my bones grew old Through my groaning all the day long.
32:3-5. The psalmist experienced forgiveness when he acknowledged his sin with Bathsheba afterdivine chastening.
When he was silent and did not confess his sin, he was weakened physically and grieved inwardly.
Therefore he confessed his sin to God. This is the way of restoration, for God forgave him.
Psalms 32:3: (vv. 3,4) These verses illustrate the unalterable biblical principle that one's physical health is vitally related to
his spiritual well-being.
Vs. 32:3-4 While David kept silent (did not immediately confess his sin), God chastened him physically and emotionally.
(Psalms 32:4) For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; My vitality was turned into the drought of summer.
Selah
The hand (or power) of the Lord was heavy on him (32:4), that is, God dealt severely with him. The result was that his
vitality (strength) was sapped (or dried up) as in the summer heat. This expression may refer to physical illness with
burning fever, or it may describe in poetic language his remorse of conscience.
perversity-guilt
(Psalms 32:5) I acknowledged my sin to You, And my iniquity I have not hidden. I said, "I will confess my transgressions
to the LORD," And You forgave the iniquity of my sin. Selah
guilt of my offence
When he confessed, God forgave
1 John 1:9
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Confession of sin ought to be made to the Lord, for He alone can forgive sin .Irreparable damage to the body of Christ can
result from indiscreet confession of sin.
(Psalms 32:6) For this cause everyone who is godly shall pray to You In a time when You may be found; Surely in a flood
of great waters They shall not come near him.
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32:6-7. David encouraged others to seek the Lord because He deals graciously with sinners. The time to pray is when
the Lord may be found. If this is done, calamities (spoken of as mighty waters) will not overwhelm.
(Psalms 32:7) You are my hiding place; You shall preserve me from trouble; You shall surround me with songs of
deliverance. Selah
On the basis of this note of comfort, David turned to praise the Lord as his Hiding Place (se4t{er, also used in 27:5, “shelter”;
91:1, “shelter”; 119:114, “refuge”). God protects from trouble those who trust Him, and He gives them occasion to praise.
Psalm 27:5
5
For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall
set me up upon a rock.
Psalm 91:1
1
He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.
Psalm 119:114
114
Thou art my hiding place and my shield: I hope in thy word.
(Psalms 32:8) I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will guide you with My eye.
32:8. David also counseled others not to refuse to submit to the Lord until He forces it, but to make their confessions
willingly. Some take the speaker in verse 8 to be God rather than David because of the words watch over you . But David
seems to have assumed here the role of a teacher
Psalm 25:8
Good and upright is the LORD: therefore will he teach sinners in the way.
Psalm 34:11
Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear of the LORD.
Psalm 51:13
Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee.
(Psalms 32:9) Do not be like the horse or like the mule, Which have no understanding, Which must be harnessed with bit
and bridle, Else they will not come near you.
. The psalmist advised his readers to submit to the LORD rather than resist stubbornly like a horse or… mule that has to be
controlled.
Hosea 4:16
For Israel slideth back as a backsliding heifer: now the LORD will feed them as a lamb in a large place.
Has confidence
(Psalms 32:10) Many sorrows shall be to the wicked; But he who trusts in the LORD, mercy shall surround him.
Those who trust Him will experience His faithful loyal love (h[esed{) and will be able to sing praises to Him.
(Psalms 32:11) Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, you righteous; And shout for joy, all you upright in heart!
If King David wrote this Psalm after his experience as expressed by the Spirit in Psalm 51 then we can certainly see
how he would shout for joy.
Forgiven and restored . How sweet it is.
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PSALM THIRTY THREE
The psalmist called on the righteous to praise the Lord because His Word is dependable and His work righteous. Those
who trust in Him are assured that He will fulfill His promises to them and consummate His work of salvation.
This psalm is a hymn of praise. It may have resulted from a national victory, but there is no evidence to specify which
victory. The Hebrew has no superscription; the Septuagint, however, ascribes the psalm to David.
The Sovereignty of the LORD in Creation and History
(Psalms 33:1) Rejoice in the LORD, O you righteous! For praise from the upright is beautiful.
Ch. 33 In this anonymous hymn of praise, the psalmist calls on the righteous to praise the Lord (vv. 1-3) because of His
dependability as Ruler (vv. 4-12) and Judge (vv. 13-19). Verses 20-22 are a final chorus of praise.
(Psalms 33:2) Praise the LORD with the harp; Make melody to Him with an instrument of ten strings.
(Psalms 33:3) Sing to Him a new song; Play skillfully with a shout of joy.
33:1-3. These verses include the psalmist’s call to praise, in which he summoned the righteous to rejoice in the LORD
because it is fitting. Praise is the natural response of God’s people for receiving His benefits. But their praise should be
spontaneous and fresh—new mercies demand new songs. 149:1). It should also be done well or skillfully. The best talent
that a person has should be offered in praising Him.
Psalm 40:3
3
And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God: many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in
the LORD.
Psalm 98:1
1
O sing unto the LORD a new song; for he hath done marvellous things: his right hand, and his holy arm, hath gotten
him the victory.
(Psalms 33:4) For the word of the LORD is right, And all His work is done in truth.
33:4-5. The reason for praise, detailed throughout this psalm, is summarized in these verses. The Lord’s Word
and work (all He does) are dependable, and the LORD is righteous and loyal (h[esed{, unfailing love;
verse 18 and 22
hesed
(Psalms 33:5) He loves righteousness and justice; The earth is full of the goodness of the LORD.
Vs. 33:4-5 These verses summarize the heart of the psalm: God is dependable in all His words and works, which are
characterized by righteousness, justice, and grace.
(Psalms 33:6) By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, And all the host of them by the breath of His mouth.
33:6-11. These verses develop the thought in verse 4 that His Word and work are reliable. First the psalmist
spoke of the power of the word of the LORD in Creation (vv. 6-9). Because God spoke, Creation came into existence.
What God decrees, happens. Therefore all peoples of the world should worship Him.
Psalms 33:6: (vv. 6-9) This passage is a classic statement of creation by divine decree (cf. Gen. 1:3-31). Gradual creation
and theistic evolution are scarcely imaginable. God spoke His creation into being.
Genesis 1:3
And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.
(Psalms 33:7) He gathers the waters of the sea together as a heap; He lays up the deep in storehouses.
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the deeps. The vast masses of turbulent water, which God controls.
(Psalms 33:8) Let all the earth fear the LORD; Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him.
(Psalms 33:9) For He spoke, and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast.
(Psalms 33:10) The LORD brings the counsel of the nations to nothing; He makes the plans of the peoples of no effect.
Then the psalmist spoke of the power of the LORD in history (vv. 10-11). God’s plans foil the plans of the wicked
nations. His purposes are sustained, no matter what people endeavor to do. Surely a God with such powerful words
and works should be praised.
(Psalms 33:11) The counsel of the LORD stands forever, The plans of His heart to all generations.
(Psalms 33:12) Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, The people He has chosen as His own inheritance.
Israel was the nation chosen as God's inheritance.
33:12-19. These verses develop the idea that the LORD is righteous, just (cf. v. 4a), and loyal (cf. v. 5b). Verse 12
expresses the psalmist’s joy over being part of God’s elect people, recipients of His loyal love.
The psalmist returned to his prayer after expressing his confident anticipation of the outcome. He asked for salvation for
the nation Israel and guidance from their Shepherd forever. This prayer that the Lord would bear them up was a request that
He sustain them through all their trials and tribulations.
Deut. 4:20
But the LORD hath taken you, and brought you forth out of the iron furnace, even out of Egypt, to be unto him a people
of inheritance, as ye are this day.
Psalm 80:1
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a flock; thou that dwellest between the cherubims, shine
forth.
(Psalms 33:13) The LORD looks from heaven; He sees all the sons of men.
(Psalms 33:14) From the place of His dwelling He looks On all the inhabitants of the earth;
The psalmist then stated that God sees all people from His exalted position in heaven (His dwelling place; cf. 2
Chron. 6:21, 30, 33, 39; 30:27).
2 Chronicles 6:21
21
Hearken therefore unto the supplications of thy servant, and of thy people Israel, which they shall make toward this
place: hear thou from thy dwelling place, even from heaven; and when thou hearest, forgive.
(Psalms 33:15) He fashions their hearts individually; He considers all their works.
He sees even their inner thoughts (Ps. 33:13-15).
(Psalms 33:16) No king is saved by the multitude of an army; A mighty man is not delivered by great strength.
God does not save the self-confident (vv. 6-17). Those who look to a king, or human strength, or a horse cannot find
deliverance (cf. 20:7).
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(Psalms 33:17) A horse is a vain hope for safety; Neither shall it deliver any by its great strength.
Mercy, verse 5 and 22
(Psalms 33:18) Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear Him, On those who hope in His mercy,
Rather the LORD saves and preserves those who trust and hope in Him (33:18-19; cf. “hope” in vv. 20, 22 and unfailing
love in vv. 5, 22). This is the lot of Israel, the blessed… nation (v. 12).
(Psalms 33:19) To deliver their soul from death, And to keep them alive in famine.
(Psalms 33:20) Our soul waits for the LORD; He is our help and our shield.
33:20-22. The conclusion of the psalm is a reassertion of faith in the LORD. God’s people demonstrate their faith in three
ways.
First, they wait in hope (cf. 25:5, 21; 39:7; 62:5; 71:5) for deliverance from the Lord as their Help and Shield .
Psalm 146:5
Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the LORD his God:
Second, they rejoice in Him whom they trust (33:21).
Third, they pray for His unfailing love (h[esed{; cf. vv. 5, 18) to rest on them. So they are confident (hope) He will
consummate His program of salvation.
(Psalms 33:21) For our heart shall rejoice in Him, Because we have trusted in His holy name.
mercy
Verse 5 and 18
(Psalms 33:22) Let Your mercy, O LORD, be upon us, Just as we hope in You.
lovingkindness. Loyal love, as also in verses 5 and 18.
PSALM THIRTY FOUR
An Acrostic and Messianic Psalm
This song of praise and thanksgiving is attributed to David when he escaped from Abimelech by feigning insanity (1
Sam. 21:10-11). In the psalm David called on the congregation to praise the Lord for their salvation. And after affirming that
God is good to those who trust Him, he instructed the people on how to live a long life.
1 Sam 21:10-15
10
And David arose, and fled that day for fear of Saul, and went to Achish the king of Gath.
11
And the servants of Achish said unto him, Is not this David the king of the land? did they not sing one to another of
him in dances, saying, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands?
12
And David laid up these words in his heart, and was sore afraid of Achish the king of Gath.
13
And he changed his behaviour before them, and feigned himself mad in their hands, and scrabbled on the doors of
the gate, and let his spittle fall down upon his beard.
14
Then said Achish unto his servants, Lo, ye see the man is mad: wherefore then have ye brought him to me?
15
Have I need of mad men, that ye have brought this fellow to play the mad man in my presence? shall this fellow
come into my house?
Psalms 34:1: "Abimelech" (lit. "father of the king") is identified as Achish in 1
Actually Abimelech is a Philistine dynastic name, much like the Egyptian title Pharaoh; whereas Achish is simply the
personal name.
This psalm is an acrostic: each verse begins with a different letter of the Hebrew alphabet in order, but one letter in the
Hebrew alphabet is omitted (between vv. 5-6), thereby finishing the acrostic with verse 21.
The Happiness of Those Who Trust in God
Aleph
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(Psalms 34:1) I will bless the LORD at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth.
34:1-3. Verses 1-10 are filled with David’s praise. In verses 1-3 David called the people to praise the LORD with him.
Beth
(Psalms 34:2) My soul shall make its boast in the LORD; The humble shall hear of it and be glad.
Gimel
(Psalms 34:3) Oh, magnify the LORD with me, And let us exalt His name together.
He resolved to praise God continually so that the afflicted would rejoice. But here he called for all the people to exalt the
LORD with him.
Daleth
(Psalms 34:4) I sought the LORD, and He heard me, And delivered me from all my fears.
34:4-6. David here recorded the report of his deliverance. Because he cried and was delivered (“delivers” in vv. 7, 17,
19), he was convinced that God’s people are never put to shame. Instead they are radiant because God hears them (cf. vv.
15, 17) and rescues them from their troubles (cf. vv. 17, 19).
He
(Psalms 34:5) They looked to Him and were radiant, And their faces were not ashamed.
Zain
(Psalms 34:6) This poor man cried out, and the LORD heard him, And saved him out of all his troubles.
Vs. 34:6 poor. Not necessarily without material resources but without means to deliver himself.
Cheth
(Psalms 34:7) The angel of the LORD encamps all around those who fear Him, And delivers them.
Vs. 34:7 The angel of the LORD. The Lord Himself will protect His own.
34:7-10. David declared that the Angel of the LORD (possibly the Lord Himself camps around those who fear (cf. Ps.
34:9, 11) the Lord. In military imagery David envisioned divine protection
2 Kings 6:16
And he answered, Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that be with them.
Those who trust in the LORD experience genuine happiness—if they taste and see. All who fear the LORD, that is, all
who are genuine worshipers, will lack nothing (cf. Ps. 23:1), or no good thing (cf. 16:2; 84:11).
Psalm 23:1
1
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
Psalm 16:2
O my soul, thou hast said unto the LORD, Thou art my Lord: my goodness extendeth not to thee;
Psalm 84:11
For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that
walk uprightly.
Psalms 34:7: "Angel of the Lord" (LXX, Tg., Vg. a vessel) occurs only three times in the Psalter (cf. 35:5, 6). Quite often
in the O.T. the "Angel of the Lord" denotes a Christophany, i.e., a preincarnate appearance of Christ (cf. Gen. 16:7, 13).
Psalm 35:5-6
5
Let them be as chaff before the wind: and let the angel of the LORD chase them.
6
Let their way be dark and slippery: and let the angel of the LORD persecute them.
Genesis 16:7
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7

And the angel of the LORD found her by a fountain of water in the wilderness, by the fountain in the way to Shur.

Teth
perceive consider
valuable in estimation
confides-hopes
(Psalms 34:8) Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good; Blessed is the man who trusts in Him!
Jod
set apart ones
lack or need
(Psalms 34:9) Oh, fear the LORD, you His saints! There is no want to those who fear Him.
Caph
by prayer or worship inquire of
(Psalms 34:10) The young lions lack and suffer hunger; But those who seek the LORD shall not lack any good thing.
Not have a need of any excellent thing
Vs. 34:10 Though the king of the beasts may starve, the Lord provides for His own
Psalm 23:1
1
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
Lamed
walk-yalak people of a nation heed and obey
train-lamad
(Psalms 34:11) Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the LORD.
In a Godly manner of life
This is wisdom teaching about the way of the righteous, which produces a life of quality with God’s blessing. Verses
11-14
34:11-14. Verses 11-22 include David’s instructions to the people on how to achieve a full life in the Lord. He exhorted
them to listen to his instruction concerning the fear of the LORD. The instruction was essentially that of a righteous, peaceful
life (v. 12), shunning evil and treachery (v. 13), and doing good (v. 14).
Mem
(Psalms 34:12) Who is the man who desires life, And loves many days, that he may see good?
David practiced what he preached and so should the Christian.
1 Peter 3:10-12
10
For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no
guile:
11
Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and ensue it.
12
For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is
against them that do evil.
Nun
watchman guard language hurtful language
(Psalms 34:13) Keep your tongue from evil, And your lips from speaking deceit.
Samech
turn aside
desire shalom ardently
(Psalms 34:14) Depart from evil and do good; Seek peace and pursue it.
Ain
(Psalms 34:15) The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous, And His ears are open to their cry.
For help
34:15-21. For those who live righteously in the LORD (cf. righteous in vv. 15, 17, 19, 21), several assurances are given.
First, the LORD looks favorably on the righteous, a sign of protection (v. 15), but He is against the wicked and will cut
off their memory… from the living (v. 16; cf. Prov. 10:7b).
Proverbs 10:7
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The memory of the just is blessed: but the name of the wicked shall rot.
Second, the LORD hears (cf. Ps. 34:6, 15) the prayers of the righteous who are broken in spirit and are not arrogant and
stubborn (vv. 17-18).
Third, the LORD… delivers (cf. vv. 4, 7, 17) the righteous from his troubles (cf. v. 6) so that not one of his bones is
broken. This is an expression of complete protection from cruel oppression. Verse 20, as well as Exodus 12:46b, was used by
God in referring to the Savior in John 19:36.
Pe
person
(Psalms 34:16) The face of the LORD is against those who do evil, To cut off the remembrance of them from the earth.
memory
Tzaddi
rescues
(Psalms 34:17) The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears, And delivers them out of all their troubles.
Koph
inner man
delivers
(Psalms 34:18) The LORD is near to those who have a broken heart, And saves such as have a contrite spirit.
Crushed mind
Resh
(Psalms 34:19) Many are the afflictions of the righteous, But the LORD delivers him out of them all.
Schin
sustance
crushed
(Psalms 34:20) He guards all his bones; Not one of them is broken.
This is an expression of complete protection from cruel oppression.
Vs. 34:20 He keeps all his bones. I.e., God preserves the righteous man, though he may be severely afflicted. This scripture
had a unique fulfillment in the Righteous One, Jesus Christ (John 19:36).
John 19:36
For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of him
Exodus 12:46
In one house shall it be eaten; thou shalt not carry forth ought of the flesh abroad out
ye break a bone thereof.

shall not be broken.

of the house; neither shall

Tau
calamity kill
guilty
hold in disrespect the just
(Psalms 34:21) Evil shall slay the wicked, And those who hate the righteous shall be condemned.
Guilty of trespass
(Psalms 34:22) The LORD redeems the soul of His servants, And none of those who trust in Him shall be condemned.
Fkee to Him
guilty
34:22. In summary, the psalmist asserted that the LORD redeems His servants and no one who trusts in Him will be lost.
That this verse represents a summation of the reason for praise can be seen by the arrangement in the Hebrew text.
Remember that this psalm is an acrostic: each verse begins with a different letter of the Hebrew alphabet in order, but
one letter in the Hebrew alphabet is omitted (between vv. 5-6), thereby finishing the acrostic with verse 21. The last verse,
then, breaks the sequence and calls attention to itself.
In expectation of the Lord’s delivering him from such a fate, David said he would praise the LORD in the congregation.
Many times in the Psalms the writers prayed to be redeemed from trouble (pa4d{a=h, “to ransom, redeem,” is used in That
Hebrew word was often used when referring to Israel’s deliverance from Egypt.

99

Micah 6:4
For I brought thee up out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed thee out of the house of servants; and I sent before thee
Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.
PSALM THIRTY FIVE
An Imprecatory Psalm
This psalm is a combination of three laments over the opposition of David’s enemies. Each lament develops the unified
cry for deliverance from enemies who hated him without a cause.
It was likely written during the time David was being hunted by Saul and is in a sense an elaboration of 1 Sam. 24:15. The
imprecation is not against Saul himself (for David has spared his life), but against those who fomented Saul's insane jealousy
against David.
1 Samuel 24:15
The LORD therefore be judge, and judge between me and thee, and see, and plead my cause, and deliver me out of thine
hand.
The LORD the Avenger of His People
(Psalms 35:1) Plead my cause, O LORD, with those who strive with me; Fight against those who fight against me.
The psalmist petitioned the Lord to deliver him from his enemies who wished to kill him, who hated him for no
good reason.
This psalm is the first of the imprecatory psalms, which are cries unto God invoking calamity upon one's enemies. Several
factors must be considered in properly evaluating these imprecations:
(1) such psalms must be interpreted from the standpoint of the law and not the gospel;
(2) the psalmist does take the matter of vengeance out of his own hands and assigns it to God (cf. Rom. 12:19);
(3) it is the desire of the psalmist to see the name of God vindicated and His righteous cause executed in the earth; and
(4) ultimately, all unrepentant and rebellious sinners will face the terrifying judgment of God.
(Psalms 35:2) Take hold of shield and buckler, And stand up for my help.
(Psalms 35:3) Also draw out the spear, And stop those who pursue me. Say to my soul, "I am your salvation."
(Psalms 35:4) Let those be put to shame and brought to dishonor Who seek after my life; Let those be turned back and
brought to confusion Who plot my hurt.
(Psalms 35:5) Let them be like chaff before the wind, And let the angel of the LORD chase them.
the angel of the LORD. A theophany, a self-manifestation of God. He here speaks as God, identifies Himself with God, and
claims to exercise the prerogatives of God. Because the angel of the Lord ceases to appear after the incarnation, it is
often inferred that the angel in the OT is a preincarnate appearance of the second person of the Trinity.
(Psalms 35:6) Let their way be dark and slippery, And let the angel of the LORD pursue them.
(Psalms 35:7) For without cause they have hidden their net for me in a pit, Which they have dug without cause for my life.
They had sought to take his life unaware as a hunter hides his net and digs a pit to catch an unwary animal.
(Psalms 35:8) Let destruction come upon him unexpectedly, And let his net that he has hidden catch himself; Into that very
destruction let him fall.

100

David prayed that their traps for others would ensnare them by surprise and bring about their ruin
of poetic justice.

A classic example

(Psalms 35:9) And my soul shall be joyful in the LORD; It shall rejoice in His salvation.
Then, David said, he would praise the LORD with joy, wholeheartedly (my whole being) for rescuing those (the poor and
needy) who are at the mercy of the mighty.
(Psalms 35:10) All my bones shall say, "LORD, who is like You, Delivering the poor from him who is too strong for him,
Yes, the poor and the needy from him who plunders him?"
(Psalms 35:11) Fierce witnesses rise up; They ask me things that I do not know.
With an emphasis on the lament, the psalmist petitioned the Lord for help from those who unjustly hated him.
Here David described his lamentable state. Essentially he had been repaid evil for good.
(Psalms 35:12) They reward me evil for good, To the sorrow of my soul.
(Psalms 35:13) But as for me, when they were sick, My clothing was sackcloth; I humbled myself with fasting; And my
prayer would return to my own heart.
He had fasted and prayed for his enemies when they were ill, putting on sackcloth and when his prayers were not
answered, he mourned and wept for them.
(Psalms 35:14) I paced about as though he were my friend or brother; I bowed down heavily, as one who mourns for his
mother.
(Psalms 35:15) But in my adversity they rejoiced And gathered together; Attackers gathered against me, And I did not
know it; They tore at me and did not cease;
However, when he was in difficulty, they gleefully mocked
(Psalms 35:16) With ungodly mockers at feasts They gnashed at me with their teeth.
These were paid jesters who were hired to amuse the guests at a banquet.
(Psalms 35:17) Lord, how long will You look on? Rescue me from their destructions, My precious life from the lions.
Because of this injustice he pleaded for help from the LORD, who up till then had not responded . But when the Lord
would answer, David said he would praise Him in the… assembly
(Psalms 35:18) I will give You thanks in the great assembly; I will praise You among many people.
Here the psalmist petitioned the Lord for deliverance from the wicked by asking that He render justice against
those who stir up trouble by their accusations against peaceful people. Here again the theme of the wicked’s unjust
treatment of the righteous forms the lamentable reason for his petition.
(Psalms 35:19) Let them not rejoice over me who are wrongfully my enemies; Nor let them wink with the eye who hate me
without a cause.
Both wink maliciously and opened their mouth wide against me signify gestures of malice and contempt.
"Hate me without a cause" occurs again in 69:4 and is also quoted by Jesus in John 15:25 .
John 15:25
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25
cause.

But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me without a

Psalm 69:4 They that hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of mine head: they that would destroy me, being
mine enemies wrongfully, are mighty: then I restored that which I took not away.
David prayed that the Lord would not let the wicked triumph because their vicious words stirred up strife. Again he
stressed that they were his enemies without cause . They winked at each other , revealing their malicious intentions. They
devised false accusations against those who wished to live quietly, slanderously claiming to have seen them in some
wrongdoing.
(Psalms 35:20) For they do not speak peace, But they devise deceitful matters Against the quiet ones in the land.
(Psalms 35:21) They also opened their mouth wide against me, And said, "Aha, aha! Our eyes have seen it."
(Psalms 35:22) This You have seen, O LORD; Do not keep silence. O Lord, do not be far from me.
Though David’s enemies falsely claimed to have seen him in sin and were vocal about it, David knew that the LORD had
seen them in their wrongdoing. So he asked God to end His silence (i.e., not be inactive) and rise to the psalmist’s defense.
By vindicating David, the LORD would rightly put to shame and confusion all the foes’ gloating.
(Psalms 35:23) Stir up Yourself, and awake to my vindication, To my cause, my God and my Lord.
my God (Elohim) and my Lord (Adonai). An appeal to the power and sovereignty of God.
(Psalms 35:24) Vindicate me, O LORD my God, according to Your righteousness; And let them not rejoice over me.
(Psalms 35:25) Let them not say in their hearts, "Ah, so we would have it!" Let them not say, "We have swallowed him up."
(Psalms 35:26) Let them be ashamed and brought to mutual confusion Who rejoice at my hurt; Let them be clothed with
shame and dishonor Who exalt themselves against me.
(Psalms 35:27) Let them shout for joy and be glad, Who favor my righteous cause; And let them say continually, "Let the
LORD be magnified, Who has pleasure in the prosperity of His servant."
David’s final prayer was that the people who looked for his vindication would have occasion to be joyful and praise the
LORD for it. Because his enemies hated him without a cause he was convinced that the Lord would vindicate him, so that he
could exalt and praise Him continually (all day long).
(Psalms 35:28) And my tongue shall speak of Your righteousness And of Your praise all the day long.
PSALM THIRTY SIX
In this psalm David received an oracle (revelation or a divine utterance) concerning the philosophy and lifestyle
of unbelievers as they plotted their wicked schemes. David found relief in his experiential knowledge of the glorious
nature of the Lord, who brings abundant blessings to believers. As a result, he prayed that the Lord would continue His loyal
love and righteousness so that the wicked would not destroy his integrity.
Servant of the LORD (in superscription). A title God gave David as His anointed king
2 Sam. 3:18
Now then do it: for the LORD hath spoken of David, saying, By the hand of my servant David I will save my people Israel
out of the hand of the Philistines, and out of the hand of all their enemies.
Man's Wickedness and God's Perfections
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(Psalms 36:1) An oracle within my heart concerning the transgression of the wicked: There is no fear of God before his
eyes.
36:1. David received an oracle from the Lord concerning the sinfulness (pes]a(, “transgression”) of the wicked. So he
recorded what he learned. The philosophy of the wicked is based on their absence of the fear (pah[ad{, “dread”—not the
usual word yir)a=h, “fear”) of God. They have no dread of the Lord; they sense no terror because of their actions, so
they proceed in their wickedness.
Ch. 36 Against the backdrop of the evil schemes of wicked men (vv. 1-4), David voices praise in a description of the
attributes of God working in behalf of man's salvation (vv. 5-9) and petitions God to continue His protective love (vv. 10-11)
with a confident expression concerning the defeat of the wicked (v. 12).
Vs. 36:1 Transgression, rather than God, is viewed as speaking within the heart of a wicked man who regards it as an oracle
(a divine utterance), assuring him that he need have no fear of God.
(Psalms 36:2) For he flatters himself in his own eyes, When he finds out his iniquity and when he hates.
36:2-4. Having no dread of the Lord, a wicked person commits evil continually. He soothes his own conscience
(flatters himself) to hide his iniquity, because if he saw it from God’s viewpoint he would hate it. His speech is
licentious and deceptive. His life has long ceased to be worthwhile, for as he commits himself to a sinful course of action,
he has no inclination to reject evil. He even plots evil (cf. Hosea 7:15; Nahum 1:11) at night while going to sleep.
(Psalms 36:3) The words of his mouth are wickedness and deceit; He has ceased to be wise and to do good.
(Psalms 36:4) He devises wickedness on his bed; He sets himself in a way that is not good; He does not abhor evil.
Vs. 36:4 At night upon his bed the ungodly person plots the next day's evil. The godly meditates on God's law (1:2).
(Psalms 36:5) Your mercy, O LORD, is in the heavens; Your faithfulness reaches to the clouds.
B. The appreciation of God’s portion (36:5-9)
36:5-6. In contrast with the wickedness that surrounded him (vv. 1-4), David found relief by meditating on the
glorious attributes of the LORD, and the abundant blessings that come to believers. His philosophy of life was based on
an experiential knowledge of the Lord’s loyal love (h[esed{; cf. vv. 7, 10), faithfulness… righteousness, and justice. These
attributes are inexhaustible resources for believers. Through them the LORD preserves man and beast throughout life.
Vs. 36:5 lovingkindness. Heb., hesed. Loyal love or covenant faithfulness (also vv. 7, 10). See note on Hos. 2:19.
(Psalms 36:6) Your righteousness is like the great mountains; Your judgments are a great deep; O LORD, You preserve
man and beast.
(Psalms 36:7) How precious is Your lovingkindness, O God! Therefore the children of men put their trust under the shadow
of Your wings.
36:7-9. The result of this philosophy is blessing for believers (cf. the results of a wicked person’s philosophy, vv. 24). God’s loyal love (cf. vv. 5, 10) is precious, because humans can take refuge in the Lord like chicks taking refuge
under their mother hen’s wings (v. 7; cf. 17:8; 57:1; 61:4; 63:7; 91:4). The psalmist then used the imagery of the
temple to say that believers enjoy the provisions of God’s house (36:8). Moreover, Eden and Creation are suggested in
the next blessings—drink from the river of delights (“delights” is “Eden” in Heb.), and life and light (i.e.,
understanding, joy, and life) come from God, their Source. So in contrast with the corruptions of the wicked, an
obedient believer’s life is characterized by security in the Lord, abundant provisions, life, and understanding in God’s
presence.
Vs. 36:7 in the shadow of Your wings. See note on Ruth 2:12.
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(Psalms 36:8) They are abundantly satisfied with the fullness of Your house, And You give them drink from the river of
Your pleasures.
(Psalms 36:9) For with You is the fountain of life; In Your light we see light.
(Psalms 36:10) Oh, continue Your lovingkindness to those who know You, And Your righteousness to the upright in heart.
C. Preservation of integrity (36:10-12)
36:10-12. David prayed that the Lord would continue His protective love (cf. vv. 5, 7) so that his integrity would
be preserved from the influence of the proud and wicked who would be destroyed.
(Psalms 36:11) Let not the foot of pride come against me, And let not the hand of the wicked drive me away.
(Psalms 36:12) There the workers of iniquity have fallen; They have been cast down and are not able to rise.
PSALM THIRTY SEVEN
An Acrostic Psalm
This psalm of David seems to build on the previous one. Here he instructed the righteous not to be disturbed over the
prosperity of the wicked who reject God, for divine justice will yet be granted. Using a series of proverbial expressions, the
psalmist exhorted the righteous to trust in the Lord continually and not fret about evil people who are about to be cast down.
The message is similar to that in Psalms 49 and 73, as well as the Book of Job.
This psalm is an alphabetic acrostic, every second verse beginning with successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet.
The Heritage of the Righteous and the Calamity of the Wicked
(Psalms 37:1) Do not fret because of evildoers, Nor be envious of the workers of iniquity.
Vs. 37:1 Do not fret. Do not be incensed, angry, or indignant.
This psalm is an acrostic poem, every second verse beginning with a successive letter of the Hebrew alphabet . The apparent
prosperity of the wicked, the subject of this psalm, is also dealt with in Ps. 73., 49.
In this wisdom psalm, David uses a series of proverbial expressions to exhort the righteous to trust in the Lord, who will
cause them to inherit the land (vv. 9, 22, 29),
and not to fret about the wicked, who will be rooted out from the earth (vv. 22, 28, 34, 38).
37:1-8. In this first section of the psalm David called for trust despite the presence of evil men. One should not be
envious of sinful people and their prosperity (cf. vv. 7-8; cf. Prov. 23:17; 24:1) because they will wither like the grass
(cf. Pss. 90:5; 102:4, 11; 103:15-16;; 1 Peter 1:24) and will soon die (Ps. 37:1-2).
1 Peter 1:24
For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth
away:
Isa. 40:6-8
6
The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the
flower of the field:
7
The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because the spirit of the LORD bloweth upon it: surely the people is
grass.
8
The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever.
(Psalms 37:2) For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, And wither as the green herb.
Vs. 37:2 In Palestine, vegetation withers even more quickly, illustrating the brevity of life (v. 20).
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(Psalms 37:3) Trust in the LORD, and do good; Dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness.
Rather one should trust in the LORD who can answer prayers of the heart (vv. 3-4). The promise,
(Psalms 37:4) Delight yourself also in the LORD, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.
He will give you the desires of your heart, is based on the condition, delight yourself in the LORD. One who delights in
Him will have righteous desires.
(Psalms 37:5) Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.
Vs. 37:5 Commit your way. Roll your way.
If a person trusts in the LORD (cf. v. 3) God will gloriously vindicate him (vv. 5-6).
(Psalms 37:6) He shall bring forth your righteousness as the light, And your justice as the noonday.
(Psalms 37:7) Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for Him; Do not fret because of him who prospers in his way, Because
of the man who brings wicked schemes to pass.
Therefore the righteous should not envy or fret (cf. v. 1; Prov. 24:19) when the wicked succeed. Fretting leads only to
evil, including anger (Ps. 37:7-8).
Prov 24:19
19
Fret not thyself because of evil men, neither be thou envious at the wicked;
(Psalms 37:8) Cease from anger, and forsake wrath; Do not fret; it only causes harm.
(Psalms 37:9) For evildoers shall be cut off; But those who wait on the LORD, They shall inherit the earth.
37:9-11. David described (a) the impending judgment on the wicked—they will shortly be cut off (vv. 9a, 10)—and (b)
the contrasting truth that the meek will inherit the land (vv. 9b, 11).
Vs. 37:9 inherit the land. The land of Canaan (also vv. 11, 29, 34).
(Psalms 37:10) For yet a little while and the wicked shall be no more; Indeed, you will look carefully for his place, But it
shall be no more.
(Psalms 37:11) But the meek shall inherit the earth, And shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace.
This promise of inheriting the land (cf. vv. 22, 29, 34) was reiterated and broadened by Jesus in the Sermon on the
Mount (cf. Matt. 5:5). .
Psalms 37:11: "The meek shall inherit the earth" is quoted by the Lord
(Psalms 37:12) The wicked plots against the just, And gnashes at him with his teeth.
37:12-22. Five contrasts form the basis of the affirmations in verses 9-11:
(1) The wicked devise evil against the righteous… but the Lord laughs at them (vv. 12-13).
(Psalms 37:13) The Lord laughs at him, For He sees that his day is coming.
(Psalms 37:14) The wicked have drawn the sword And have bent their bow, To cast down the poor and needy, To slay
those who are of upright conduct.
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(2) The wicked attack the meek, but their own violence will destroy them (vv. 14-15).
(Poor and needy occur together here for the first of six times in the Pss. v. 14; 40:17; 70:5; 74:21; 86:1; 109:22.)
6041 `aniy-poor
poor, afflicted, humble, wretched
a) poor, needy
b) poor and weak
c) poor, weak, afflicted, wretched
d) humble, lowly
34 'ebyown-needy
1) in want, needy, chiefly poor, a needy person
2) subject to oppression and abuse
3) needing help, deliverance from trouble, especially as delivered by God
4) a general reference to the lowest class (of people)
(Psalms 37:15) Their sword shall enter their own heart, And their bows shall be broken.
(Psalms 37:16) A little that a righteous man has Is better than the riches of many wicked.
(3) It is better to have little than to be wicked with much, for their wealth will be lost (vv. 16-17).
(Psalms 37:17) For the arms of the wicked shall be broken, But the LORD upholds the righteous.
(Psalms 37:18) The LORD knows the days of the upright, And their inheritance shall be forever.
(4) The LORD knows and protects the way of the upright, but the wicked will perish (cf. 1:6) like grass (cf. 37:2) and
smoke (vv. 18-20).
(Psalms 37:19) They shall not be ashamed in the evil time, And in the days of famine they shall be satisfied.
(Psalms 37:20) But the wicked shall perish; And the enemies of the LORD, Like the splendor of the meadows, shall vanish.
Into smoke they shall vanish away.
(Psalms 37:21) The wicked borrows and does not repay, But the righteous shows mercy and gives.
(5) Because the wicked selfishly keep what they borrow but the righteous are generous (cf. v. 26), the LORD will
repay with justice (vv. 21-22), including the righteous inheriting the land (cf. vv. 9, 11, 29, 34).
(Psalms 37:22) For those blessed by Him shall inherit the earth, But those cursed by Him shall be cut off.
Vs. 37:22 A summary of the entire psalm.
(Psalms 37:23) The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD, And He delights in his way.
37:23-31. In contrast with the retribution for the wicked, the psalmist delineated the blessings of the Lord for the
righteous:
(1) The LORD establishes and protects the ways of the righteous (vv. 23-24).
(Psalms 37:24) Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down; For the LORD upholds him with His hand.
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(Psalms 37:25) I have been young, and now am old; Yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken, Nor his descendants
begging bread.
Psalms 37:25: These words come from the pen of one who is advanced in years and full of experience and observation. He
confirms with authority that God cares for those who honor Him and for their posterity. Among the Israelites there was a
divinely given obligation upon those with abundance to share with those who were in need through loans without interest. In
the Year of Jubilee, their debts were canceled, and mortgaged lands were returned to their original owners.
A person would be reduced to beggary only by extreme and reckless conduct
Prov. 20:4
The sluggard will not plow by reason of the cold; therefore shall he beg in harvest, and have nothing.
(Psalms 37:26) He is ever merciful, and lends; And his descendants are blessed.
(2) The Lord provides food for them (vv. 25-26).
(Psalms 37:27) Depart from evil, and do good; And dwell forevermore.
(3) He loves and protects the just who do good (cf. v. 3), giving them security in the land (vv. 27-29; cf. vv. 9, 11, 22,
34).
(Psalms 37:28) For the LORD loves justice, And does not forsake His saints; They are preserved forever, But the
descendants of the wicked shall be cut off.
(Psalms 37:29) The righteous shall inherit the land, And dwell in it forever.
(Psalms 37:30) The mouth of the righteous speaks wisdom, And his tongue talks of justice.
Vs. 37:30 The mouth gives evidence of one's character (cf. 36:3).
(Psalms 37:31) The law of his God is in his heart; None of his steps shall slide.
(4) The righteous person speaks wisdom because the Law of… God is in his heart (vv. 30-31).
(Psalms 37:32) The wicked watches the righteous, And seeks to slay him.
37:32-38. The psalmist concluded his meditation by describing the struggle between the wicked and the righteous.
His solution to the problem of wicked people was to contrast their evil plot to destroy the righteous with God’s power
to preserve. The wicked lie in wait to destroy, but the LORD will not forsake His own (vv. 32-33).
(Psalms 37:33) The LORD will not leave him in his hand, Nor condemn him when he is judged.
(Psalms 37:34) Wait on the LORD, And keep His way, And He shall exalt you to inherit the land; When the wicked are cut
off, you shall see it.
One who waits on the LORD will enjoy security (v. 34; cf. vv. 9, 11, 22) and the upright… man of peace will have a future
(or, perhaps better, will see his “posterity”; cf. NIV marg.).
(Psalms 37:35) I have seen the wicked in great power, And spreading himself like a native green tree.
Vs. 37:35 The wicked appear to be indestructible, like a luxuriant tree in its native soil.
(Psalms 37:36) Yet he passed away, and behold, he was no more; Indeed I sought him, but he could not be found.
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By contrast the wicked will flourish (v. 35; cf. v. 7b) but they will be cut off (vv. 36, 38; cf. v. 34).
(Psalms 37:37) Mark the blameless man, and observe the upright; For the future of that man is peace.
(Psalms 37:38) But the transgressors shall be destroyed together; The future of the wicked shall be cut off.
(Psalms 37:39) But the salvation of the righteous is from the LORD; He is their strength in the time of trouble.
37:39-40. David concluded that in a world with wicked people on every hand, the LORD is the Salvation and
Stronghold (ma4(o4z, “a strong fortified place”; cf. 27:1; 43:2; 52:7) for those who take refuge in Him from the wicked.
(Psalms 37:40) And the LORD shall help them and deliver them; He shall deliver them from the wicked, And save them,
Because they trust in Him.
PSALM THIRTY EIGHT
A Penitential Psalm
Psalm 38 is a song of sorrow. It is titled “a petition” “to bring to remembrance”; . The psalmist was severely chastened
by the Lord for personal sin, and grievously plagued by his enemies. In his extreme plight he pleaded that the Lord in
compassion would deliver him. His hope was in the Lord to whom he confessed his iniquity.
Prayer in Time of Chastening
correct
anger
discipline
indignation
(Psalms 38:1) O LORD, do not rebuke me in Your wrath, Nor chasten me in Your hot displeasure!
David pleaded that the LORD stop chastening him in His wrath . This discipline was apparently painful and harsh, as the
figures of the arrows and the hand reflect.
This psalm falls into three divisions, each beginning with an address to God.
The first (vv. 1-8) describes the sufferings from sin;
the second (vv. 9-14), the loneliness of sin; and
the third (vv. 15-22), the confession of sin.
Like other penitential psalms, this lament focuses on David's sin and God's chastening as the cause of the distress. for a
memorial
Strength, power
(Psalms 38:2) For Your arrows pierce me deeply, And Your hand presses me down.
The figure of arrows vividly shows how painful was David's suffering as described in verses 5-8.
This psalm is another penitential psalm. David interpreted his distress and suffering as the judgment of God because of his
sins . Sometimes believers are ill or in a state of mental anguish because of the chastening hand of the Lord . Other cases of
suffering are intended to give glory to God.
1 Corinthians 11:30-32
30
For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep.
31
For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.
32
But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world.
John 9:3
Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in him.
Shalom - rest
(Psalms 38:3) There is no soundness in my flesh Because of Your anger, Nor any health in my bones Because of my sin.
Physical fitness
condition of sin
38:3-8. David lamented his sufferings for the chastening of his sin. Because of his sin he had lost his health (cf. v. 7) and
his fitness (soundness; on bones, see comments on 6:2). He had been made to bear his guilt, which had overwhelmed him
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(38:4). His illness was a festering, painful, debilitating one brought on by sinful foolishness (vv. 5-6). He was crushed in
body (cf. v. 3) and spirit (he was feeble… crushed, and in anguish).
David's sin is not identified, though it is likely different from that mentioned in Ps. 51.
Feelings of guilt
(Psalms 38:4) For my iniquities have gone over my head; Like a heavy burden they are too heavy for me.
Difficult
decaying
folly
(Psalms 38:5) My wounds are foul and festering Because of my foolishness.
avah
weakened
(Psalms 38:6) I am troubled, I am bowed down greatly; I go mourning all the day long.
flanks
burning
no health
(Psalms 38:7) For my loins are full of inflammation, And there is no soundness in my flesh.
Body
numb
very crushed - sore roar
groaning of my inner man
(Psalms 38:8) I am feeble and severely broken; I groan because of the turmoil of my heart.
Longing of heart
physical distress
concealed
(Psalms 38:9) Lord, all my desire is before You; And my sighing is not hidden from You.
David then described the effect of his suffering on others.
First, his pitiable state lay open before the LORD (vv. 9-10). God knew that he sighed at the point of death.
Second, his friends avoided him (v. 11).
Third, his enemies spoke evil of him and planned ways to deceive him and ruin him
inner man
leaves me
mental and spiritual qualities
(Psalms 38:10) My heart pants, my strength fails me; As for the light of my eyes, it also has gone from me.
family
intimate companions distant
disease
(Psalms 38:11) My loved ones and my friends stand aloof from my plague, And my relatives stand afar off.
Personal relatives
plague. The word is used of leprosy, indicating that David's friends avoided him as if he were a leper.
(Psalms 38:12) Those also who seek my life lay snares for me; Those who seek my hurt speak of destruction, And plan
deception all the day long.
Letting Do be our defender
(Psalms 38:13) But I, like a deaf man, do not hear; And I am like a mute who does not open his mouth.
Deaf

hearing

Mute talking

His hope was in the LORD alone. Negatively, like a deaf… mute he made no reply to the wicked who plotted his destruction.
Rather he waited for the LORD to answer his prayer and end their triumphant gloating. David does not defend himself
against his enemies' accusations
The second portion of the psalm expresses David’s confidence that the Lord would have compassion on him and rescue
him.
(Psalms 38:14) Thus I am like a man who does not hear, And in whose mouth is no response.
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respond
(Psalms 38:15) For in You, O LORD, I hope; You will hear, O Lord my God.
Beware lest
(Psalms 38:16) For I said, "Hear me, lest they rejoice over me, Lest, when my foot slips, they exalt themselves against me."
magnify
stumble pain-physical and mental
(Psalms 38:17) For I am ready to fall, And my sorrow is continually before me.
David’s need was great and his situation desperate. His pain (cf. v. 7) was constant. Moreover, he confessed his sin,
recognizing that sin was the cause of his suffering . But his enemies were vigorous and numerous, and thrived on evil and
slander. The sufferer sensed that God must rescue him soon.
guilt
anxiety
condition of
(Psalms 38:18) For I will declare my iniquity; I will be in anguish over my sin.
Vs. 38:18 David confesses that his sin is the cause of his anxiety.
active-lively
vast
(Psalms 38:19) But my enemies are vigorous, and they are strong; And those who hate me wrongfully have multiplied.
Become many
refering to enemies
make a pact for evil
(Psalms 38:20) Those also who render evil for good, They are my adversaries, because I follow what is good.
Pursue good (tov)
loosen
YHVH
Adonay distant
(Psalms 38:21) Do not forsake me, O LORD; O my God, be not far from me!
38:21-22. David’s petition was urgent. He entreated the LORD… not to forsake him but to help him because He was his
God and Savior.
Act quickly and assist me my Lord
(Psalms 38:22) Make haste to help me, O Lord, my salvation!
David sensed that if he were to be rescued God must do it soon.
Lord, Adonay a title spoken as a Jewish display of reverence
PSALM THIRTY NINE
David acknowledged that God had made man’s life brief. So he cast himself on the Lord as his only hope, praying
that God would stop chastening him so he could enjoy his remaining days.
The psalm continues the theme of Psalm 38, but his enemies’ onslaught had subsided. He seems to have suffered a
prolonged illness that brought him near death.
Prayer for Wisdom and Forgiveness
(Psalms 39:1) I said, "I will guard my ways, Lest I sin with my tongue; I will restrain my mouth with a muzzle, While the
wicked are before me."
David's feeling that God was to blame for the brevity of life was strong enough to be taken for disloyalty if it had been
vented before the wicked.
David asks God to help him accept the brevity of life (vv. 1-6) and to cease chastening him in view of its shortness (vv. 713). Jeduthun. One of the choir directors appointed by David to lead public worship .
"Jeduthun" (lit. "choir of praise") occurs in the superscriptions of three psalms (Ps. 39; 62; 77) and is to be identified as one
of David's three chief musicians, the other two being Asaph and according to 1 Chr. 15:17-19, Jeduthun is simply an
alternate name for Ethan. Ethan (Jeduthun) the musician (of the tribe of Levi; is not to be confused with Ethan the Ezrahite
of Solomon's court)

110

(Psalms 39:2) I was mute with silence, I held my peace even from good; And my sorrow was stirred up.
David submitted to the knowledge that his life was brief (vv. 1-6). First, he resolved not to sin by his words. He kept
silent in the presence of his enemies, but suppressing his feelings only aggravated his suffering.
(Psalms 39:3) My heart was hot within me; While I was musing, the fire burned. Then I spoke with my tongue:
(Psalms 39:4) "LORD, make me to know my end, And what is the measure of my days, That I may know how frail I am.
He asks that he may realize how certain it is that life will end.
Second, he sought relief from his frustration by submitting to the Lord’s determination of his life. He prayed that the
LORD would help him know the brevity of life. This prayer was prompted by the awareness that life is brief in duration—like
a handbreadth and a breath (cf. Job 7:7; Pss. 39:11; 62:9; 144:4). All one’s labors in which he heaps up his possessions are
vain, for life is short.
Psalm 144:4
Man is like to vanity: his days are as a shadow that passeth away.
Job 7:7
O remember that my life is wind: mine eye shall no more see good.
(Psalms 39:5) Indeed, You have made my days as handbreadths, And my age is as nothing before You; Certainly every
man at his best state is but vapor. Selah
Life is only a few handbreadths (four fingers).
(Psalms 39:6) Surely every man walks about like a shadow; Surely they busy themselves in vain; He heaps up riches, And
does not know who will gather them.
as a phantom. as a shadow, unsubstantial.
(Psalms 39:7) "And now, Lord, what do I wait for? My hope is in You.
Realizing that his afflictions were due to his sins, David cast himself wholly on the LORD to make his brief sojourn
in life enjoyable. He expressed his commitment to the Lord in the words My hope is in You.
(Psalms 39:8) Deliver me from all my transgressions; Do not make me the reproach of the foolish.
David petitioned the Lord to stop chastening him (vv. 8-9). God rebukes people for sin and consumes their wealth
like a moth eating a garment Because the psalmist was overcome, he prayed for God to remove His scourge .
(Psalms 39:9) I was mute, I did not open my mouth, Because it was You who did it.
(Psalms 39:10) Remove Your plague from me; I am consumed by the blow of Your hand.
(Psalms 39:11) When with rebukes You correct man for iniquity, You make his beauty melt away like a moth; Surely every
man is vapor. Selah
(Psalms 39:12) "Hear my prayer, O LORD, And give ear to my cry; Do not be silent at my tears; For I am a stranger with
You, A sojourner, as all my fathers were.
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The psalmist’s final prayer in this psalm was that God would hear his plea and treat him not as a stranger but
with favor, by making his remaining days enjoyable.
He prays that God will be kind to him in the same way He taught Israel to be kind to the stranger and sojourner
Deuteronomy 10:18-19
18
He doth execute the judgment of the fatherless and widow, and loveth the stranger, in giving him food and
raiment.
19
Love ye therefore the stranger: for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt.
(Psalms 39:13) Remove Your gaze from me, that I may regain strength, Before I go away and am no more."
Turn Your gaze away from me. In the sense of diverting chastening for sin so that his days may be enjoyable.
PSALM FORTY
Messianic Psalm
This psalm includes thanksgiving (vv. 1-10) and petition (vv. 11-17). In the first part David gladly offered himself as a
sacrifice to God because of the great salvation granted him. In the second part he lamented the distress that had come on
him and prayed for deliverance.
This psalm is messianic . These verses (6-8) are quoted in Heb. 10:5-7, where they are placed on the lips of Christ. The
writer of Hebrews employs this passage to magnify the obedience of the Son, which led to His death on the cross
Faith Persevering in Trial
eagerly, hope , expect
bow down to me
gave heed
(Psalms 40:1) I waited patiently for the LORD; And He inclined to me, And heard my cry.
40:1-4. The psalm begins with David’s joyful report to the congregation about his deliverance and an encouragement
to them to trust the Lord. God did something wonderful for him after a long period of prayerful, patient waiting. Using
figurative language to describe his distress and release, he affirmed that the LORD saved him from his dilemma (like being
in a slimy pit with mud and mire) and established him firmly on a rock. This deliverance gave him a new song for rejoicing .
On the basis of this deliverance he declared the blessedness of one who trusts in the LORD alone, without looking to the
wicked (the proud and idol-worshipers).
The 40th Psalm speaks of Messiah, the LORD's Servant obedient unto death. The Psalm begins with the joy of Christ in
resurrection (vv. 1 - 2). He has been in the horrible pit of the grave but has been brought up. Verses 3 - 5 are His
resurrection testimony, His "new song." Verses 6 - 8 are retrospective. When sacrifice and offering had become
abominable because of the wickedness of the people then the obedient Servant came to make the pure offering.
(Psalms 40:2) He also brought me up out of a horrible pit, Out of the miry clay, And set my feet upon a rock, And
established my steps.
David compares his plight to that of a prisoner confined in a pit and a traveler floundering in a treacherous quagmire of clay.
Fresh lyric
(Psalms 40:3) He has put a new song in my mouth; Praise to our God; Many will see it and fear, And will trust in the
LORD.
Psalm 33:3
Sing unto him a new song; play skilfully with a loud noise.
Psalm 96:1
O sing unto the LORD a new song: sing unto the LORD, all the earth.
Psalm 98:1
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1
O sing unto the LORD a new song; for he hath done marvellous things: his right hand, and his holy arm, hath
gotten him the victory.
Psalm 144:9
I will sing a new song unto thee, O God: upon a psaltery and an instrument of ten strings will I sing praises unto thee.
(Psalms 40:4) Blessed is that man who makes the LORD his trust, And does not respect the proud, nor such as turn aside to
lies.
(Psalms 40:5) Many, O LORD my God, are Your wonderful works Which You have done; And Your thoughts toward us
Cannot be recounted to You in order; If I would declare and speak of them, They are more than can be numbered.
David expressed appreciation for the Lord’s innumerable and wonderful acts of deliverance (wonders). If he tried to speak
of all the things God had planned for His own, they would be too numerous to tell.
(Psalms 40:6) Sacrifice and offering You did not desire; My ears You have opened. Burnt offering and sin offering You
did not require.
Recognizing his rich benefits from God prompted the psalmist to dedicate himself. He recalled that God preferred his
body in obedience and service to his sacrifices.
My ears You have opened. An expression signifying obedience, based either on the custom of piercing the earlobe as a
sign of voluntary perpetual service (Ex. 21:6) or on the idea of hearing what God says (Isa. 50:4-5). Instead of external
ceremony only,
Exodus 21:6
Then his master shall bring him unto the judges; he shall also bring him to the door, or unto the door post; and his master
shall bore his ear through with an aul; and he shall serve him for ever.
David realizes that God wants his heart. In effect, he is saying, "Here I am to do what is prescribed to me as my duty
in the law, but to do it from the heart."
Isa 50:4-5
The Lord GOD hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I should know how to speak a word in season to him that is
weary: he wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned.
The Lord GOD hath opened mine ear, and I was not rebellious, neither turned away back.
Some have suggested that the words my ears You have pierced refer to the custom of boring a slave’s ear (Ex.
21:6), meaning, “You have bound me as a slave to Yourself.” However, it is more likely that this statement is a
recognition that God had given him the ability to hear and obey the Word of the Lord.
The Septuagint translated it much more generally, “a body You have prepared for me” which captured the idea of the
context.
The purpose of the incarnation was to present a body and blood sacrifice, an absolute necessity for the remission of sin .
Phil. 2:5-8
5
Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:
6
Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:
7
But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:
8
And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross.
Heb 10:4-10
4
For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.
5
Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast
thou prepared me:
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6
In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure.
7
Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God.
8
Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst
pleasure therein; which are offered by the law;
9
Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he may establish the second.
10
By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
(Psalms 40:7) Then I said, "Behold, I come; In the scroll of the book it is written of me.
The "scroll [lit. "roll"] of the book" denotes the Law of Moses (Torah).
The book. The Mosaic Law, a copy of which each king was to have at his accession
Deut. 17:18-20
18
And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write him a copy of this law in a
book out of that which is before the priests the Levites:
19
And it shall be with him, and he shall read therein all the days of his life: that he may learn to fear the LORD his
God, to keep all the words of this law and these statutes, to do them:
20
That his heart be not lifted up above his brethren, and that he turn not aside from the commandment, to the right
hand, or to the left: to the end that he may prolong his days in his kingdom, he, and his children, in the midst of Israel.
Verses 6-8 take on a greater significance when cited in Hebrews 10:5-7 where the writer contrasted Christ’s
perfect obedience with the insufficiency of the Mosaic sacrifices. The words are applied to Christ’s Incarnation to
fulfill God’s purpose for Him as prescribed in the book.
Hebrews 10:5-7
5
Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou
prepared me:
6
In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure.
7
Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God.

(Psalms 40:8) I delight to do Your will, O my God, And Your law is within my heart."
David responded to the truth in verse 6 by yielding his life to do God’s will. He presented himself willingly to the
Lord, received direction from the book (the scroll), and expressed his desire to do the will of God. These verses present
a marvelous example of what is involved in dedicating oneself to God’s will in accordance with His Word.
(Psalms 40:9) I have proclaimed the good news of righteousness In the great assembly; Indeed, I do not restrain my lips,
O LORD, You Yourself know.
Part of the will of the LORD, according to David’s compliance with it, is praise. So in these verses he announced that he
willingly spoke to the congregation of many of the Lord’s attributes, including His righteousness… faithfulness…
salvation.… love, and truth.
(Psalms 40:10) I have not hidden Your righteousness within my heart; I have declared Your faithfulness and Your
salvation; I have not concealed Your lovingkindness and Your truth From the great assembly.
(Psalms 40:11) Do not withhold Your tender mercies from me, O LORD; Let Your lovingkindness and Your truth
continually preserve me.
The tone of the psalm changes dramatically here to one of urgent prayer. David began his supplication by petitioning the
Lord to continue His mercy (lit., “compassion”), loyal love, and truth because of the many troubles and sins that surrounded
him. The troubles he was experiencing were directly related to his many sins.
(Psalms 40:12) For innumerable evils have surrounded me; My iniquities have overtaken me, so that I am not able to look
up; They are more than the hairs of my head; Therefore my heart fails me.
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The reference to innumerable evils and iniquities indicates that part of the psalm is not to be considered messianic.
(Psalms 40:13) Be pleased, O LORD, to deliver me; O LORD, make haste to help me!
His prayer became more specific as he asked for a quick deliverance (come quickly) from his troubles.
Vs. 40:13-17 These verses are essentially identical to Ps. 70.
(Psalms 40:14) Let them be ashamed and brought to mutual confusion Who seek to destroy my life; Let them be driven
backward and brought to dishonor Who wish me evil.
He believed that the LORD, in rescuing him, should confound all those who sought to take his life and bring him ruin. By
His turning back David’s enemies in disgrace the righteous would be encouraged to rejoice and praise the LORD. These
would be the effects of God’s answer to his prayer.
(Psalms 40:15) Let them be confounded because of their shame, Who say to me, "Aha, aha!"
(Psalms 40:16) Let all those who seek You rejoice and be glad in You; Let such as love Your salvation say continually,
"The LORD be magnified!"
(Psalms 40:17) But I am poor and needy; Yet the LORD thinks upon me. You are my help and my deliverer; Do not delay,
O my God.
Then the psalmist, being poor and needy repeated his prayer that the LORD.… not delay in helping him
PSALM FORTY ONE
Messianic Psalm
In this psalm David instructed the congregation that those who aided the needy would themselves obtain deliverance.
In relation to this he recalled his prayer for revenge on those who did not have mercy on him but took advantage of his
illness. Psalm 41 is a lesson based on a prayer for help against treachery. Verse 9 is Messianic.
The historical occasion of the psalm probably reflects the betrayal of David by his faithless friend Ahithophel, who sided
with Absalom when the latter sought to usurp his father's throne as written in our bibles in 2 Sam. Chapters 15-17.
The Blessing and Suffering of the Godly
esher - how happy
one who is low-weak-thin
(Psalms 41:1) Blessed is he who considers the poor; The LORD will deliver him in time of trouble.
Ch. 41 David's amplification of the fifth beatitude later recorded in Matt. 5:7 includes instructing the congregation that
the merciful will receive mercy (vv. 1-3), recalling his experience with those who did not show him mercy (vv. 4-9) and
praising God, who did (vv. 10-12).
Matthew 5:7
Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.
Blessed (makarios) supremely blessed or fortunate
41:1. The psalm begins with the general principle that the LORD will show mercy to one who has regard for the
weak. This spirit (the person) wins divine approval and a corresponding reward.
Now in verses two and three we see
Specific blessings given the merciful include protection and security in the land . Also the LORD will not give him
over to… his enemies, and will sustain him in illness.
Shamar - Keep watch over

chayah- revive,quicken
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(Psalms 41:2) The LORD will preserve him and keep him alive, And he will be blessed on the earth; You will not deliver
him to the will of his enemies.
Blessed, asher- to be led to walk straight and make progress
earth , erets - as opposed to heaven
deliver, nathan - not permit to be given over to
will, nephesh - the desires, emotions ,passions of
enemy, oyeb - our foe (satan)
eres - couch with a canopy
devay, sorrowful loathing
(Psalms 41:3) The LORD will strengthen him on his bed of illness; You will sustain him on his sickbed. in his disease)

(Choliy -

"You will sustain him on his sickbed" (lit. "all his lying down You have turned in his sickness") denotes the changing of a
man's situation from sickness to health.
(Psalms 41:4) I said, "LORD, be merciful to me; Heal my soul, for I have sinned against You."
His prayer had been one for healing after confessing his sin (v. 4).
(Psalms 41:5) My enemies speak evil of me: "When will he die, and his name perish?"
However, he lamented the fact that his enemies took advantage of his condition. Wanting him to die (v. 5),
David’s prayer had been motivated partly by his desire to repay his foes for their treachery (Ps. 41:10).
(Psalms 41:6) And if he comes to see me, he speaks lies; His heart gathers iniquity to itself; When he goes out, he tells it.
they feigned friendship while slandering him (v. 6),
(Psalms 41:7) All who hate me whisper together against me; Against me they devise my hurt.
saying that he would never survive (vv. 7-8).
(Psalms 41:8) "An evil disease," they say, "clings to him. And now that he lies down, he will rise up no more."
(Psalms 41:9) Even my own familiar friend in whom I trusted, Who ate my bread, Has lifted up his heel against me.
Even his trusted friend betrayed (lifted up his heel against) him (v. 9).
These words, of course, were quoted by Jesus concerning Judas (John 13:18).
John 13:18 - 19
18
I speak not of you all: I know whom I have chosen: but that the scripture may be fulfilled, (notice right here no
quote is made of trust) He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me.
19
Now I tell you before it come, that, when it is come to pass, ye may believe that I am he.
But here David had in mind the treachery of his friend Ahithophel, who betrayed him, and then hanged himself thus
making him a type of Judas.
2 Samuel 17:23
23
And when Ahithophel saw that his counsel was not followed, he saddled his ass, and arose, and gat him home to his
house, to his city, and put his household in order, and hanged himself, and died, and was buried in the sepulchre of his
father.
Matthew 27:3-5
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3
Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that he was condemned, repented himself, and brought again the
thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders,
4
Saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood. And they said, What is that to us? see thou to that.
5
And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, and went and hanged himself.
David's betrayal by a false friend pictures Judas's betrayal of Christ (John 13:18-19, where this verse is quoted, omitting the
phrase "in whom I trusted").
Here is a reference to the betrayal of the Son of man, as Jesus Himself taught
Acts 1:16
16
Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake
before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus.
Psalms 41:9: It is Jesus' appropriation of this verse in John 13:18 that makes the psalm messianic. Jesus quoted the verse as
He prophesied His own betrayal at the hands of Judas Iscariot, and this is evidently the passage that Peter has reference to in
his statement recorded in Acts 1:16.
(Psalms 41:10) But You, O LORD, be merciful to me, and raise me up, That I may repay them.
Still addressing the congregation, the psalmist pointed out that the Lord will justly punish those who take advantage of
the afflicted.
repay his enemies for their treachery.
(Psalms 41:11) By this I know that You are well pleased with me, Because my enemy does not triumph over me.
Addressing God directly, David noted that God delivered him (cf. v. 1) from his enemies because he had integrity.
(Psalms 41:12) As for me, You uphold me in my integrity, And set me before Your face forever.
(Psalms 41:13) Blessed be the LORD God of Israel From everlasting to everlasting! Amen and Amen.
This doxology in verse 13 concludes the first major section (Book I) of the Book of Psalms.
41:13: Each of the first four divisions of Psalms concludes with a doxology (see 72:18, 19; 89:52; 106:48), with Ps. 150
constituting a fitting conclusion to the entire Psalter. The "amen" (lit. "so be it") at the close of each doxology (twofold in
three cases) stands as a strong affirmation of all that has been said .
PSALM FORTY TWO
Apparently Psalms 42 and 43(listed under anonymous) belonged together at one time, many Hebrew manuscripts
having them as one psalm. This is evident from the fact that the refrain is repeated twice in Psalm 42 (vv. 5, 11) and at
the end of Psalm 43 (v. 5). Psalm 42 was the expression of the psalmist’s yearning for God, and Psalm 43 was his
praise at the prospect of full communion with God.
These Psalms have the headings, “of the Sons of Korah.” This is probably not a designation of the authors, but a
reference to the fact that these psalms were delivered to them to be performed.
The "sons of Korah" were of the tribe of Levi, descendants of Korah, the conspirator against Moses and Aaron who was
swallowed up by the earth because of his rebellion (cf. Num. 16; 1 Chr. 6:16-48). His sons, however, were spared this
ignominious judgment (Num. 26:11). The "sons of Korah" later constituted a group of prominent Levitical singers,
especially during the days of David and Solomon. Commentators differ as to whether "sons of Korah" denotes authorship
or refers to the musical rendering of the psalms. The latter is more probable for two reasons: normally authorship has
reference to an individual and not a group.
Numbers 26:11
Notwithstanding the children of Korah died not.
Beginning of Book Two Psalms 42-72
Keyword is - Deliverance
Yearning for God in the Midst of Distresses
Simile
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(Psalms 42:1) As the deer pants for the water brooks, So pants my soul for You, O God.
In the first stanza, the psalmist wrote that he longed for the living God as he was taunted by his enemies, but was
confident that he would yet praise Him.
The psalmist compared his yearning for the living God to the longing of a deer for water. The animal’s need for
water to sustain its life forms a fitting simile (comparison) for a soul’s need of the living God (cf. 143:6), the Source of
spiritual life. An example of synonymous parallelism.
(Psalms 42:2) My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When shall I come and appear before God?
(Psalms 42:3) My tears have been my food day and night, While they continually say to me, "Where is your God?"
see verse 10
The writer explained that he had been yearning in tears while his enemies had been taunting him. They
continually (all day long; cf. v. 10; 38:12) taunted his faith with the question, Where is your God? (cf. 42:10) while he
was separated from the formal place of worship. He could only recall his joyful participation in the festal processions
in Jerusalem.
(Psalms 42:4) When I remember these things, I pour out my soul within me. For I used to go with the multitude; I went
with them to the house of God, With the voice of joy and praise, With a multitude that kept a pilgrim feast.
A repeat of Verse 11
(Psalms 42:5) Why are you cast down, O my soul? And why are you disquieted within me? Hope in God, for I shall yet
praise Him For the help of His countenance.
In this refrain (cf. v. 11; 43:5) the psalmist in a rhetorical question encouraged himself, though downhearted
(42:6), to hope in God, for he was confident that he would yet be able to praise Him as before.
(Psalms 42:6) O my God, my soul is cast down within me; Therefore I will remember You from the land of the Jordan,
And from the heights of Hermon, From the Hill Mizar.
Overwhelmed by his enemies (42:6-11)
In this second stanza, the psalmist lamented that his enemies had stormed over him like great billows, but again
he had hope that he would yet praise the Lord.
The psalmist lamented his deep depression. Because his soul was downcast (cf. v. 5) he prayed to the Lord. The
mountainous region in the tribe of Dan refers to the place from which he prayed. He was apparently miles north of
the Sea of Kinnereth (Galilee). Yet he longed to be not on Mount Mizar (a peak in the Mount Hermon range) but on
Mount Zion (cf. 43:3).
"Heights of Hermon" refers to the mountain range northeast of the Sea of Galilee of which Mount Hermon is the most
imposing peak. "The Hill Mizar" refers to one of the lesser peaks but is no longer identifiable.
(Psalms 42:7) Deep calls unto deep at the noise of Your waterfalls; All Your waves and billows have gone over me.
Synthetic parallelism
Deep calls to deep. The floods and cataracts of the headwaters of the Jordan illustrate the waves of sorrow that overwhelm
the writer.
His distress is figuratively portrayed by billows and waves. Trouble had come over him like one wave after
another, personified as if they were calling to each other to come down in the waterfalls. He had been overwhelmed as
if by a flood.
(Psalms 42:8) The LORD will command His lovingkindness in the daytime, And in the night His song shall be with me;
A prayer to the God of my life.
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Then the psalmist confidently called on the LORD to deliver him. He mustered confidence in the Lord—confidence that
His love and His song would be with him continually (by day and by night). His prayer refers to his praise.
(Psalms 42:9) I will say to God my Rock, "Why have You forgotten me? Why do I go mourning because of the
oppression of the enemy?"
emotionally
In his prayer (v. 8) he asked God why he had to continue suffering physically
He reminded the Lord that his enemies taunted his faith continually (cf. 42:3). In this way he hoped to motivate
the Lord to answer.
In verse 11 he repeated his refrain
physically
(Psalms 42:10) As with a breaking of my bones, My enemies reproach me, While they say to me all day long, "Where is
your God?"
compare with verse 3
A repeat of verse 5
(Psalms 42:11) Why are you cast down, O my soul? And why are you disquieted within me? Hope in God; For I shall yet
praise Him, The help of my countenance and my God.

PSALM FORTY THREE
This psalm completes the song begun in Psalm 42. Though Psalms 42 and 43 are one psalm in many Hebrew
manuscripts, Psalm 43 is also an independent song of praise. In it the psalmist asked the Lord to lead him back to
Jerusalem where he longed to serve and praise.
Prayer to God in Time of Trouble
(Psalms 43:1) Vindicate me, O God, And plead my cause against an ungodly nation; Oh, deliver me from the deceitful and
unjust man!

43:1. In his petition to be brought back to Jerusalem the psalmist prayed for vindication from his enemies, who
were ungodly… deceitful, and wicked. He asked God to plead his cause in their presence.

Vs. 43:1 The psalmist's mood changes to one of confidence and trust.
(Psalms 43:2) For You are the God of my strength; Why do You cast me off? Why do I go mourning because of the
oppression of the enemy?
43:2. His prayer is based on the confidence that God was his Safety. However, since God was indeed His
Stronghold (ma4(o=z, “a strong fortified place) he was troubled by his distress at the hands of his enemy (cf. 42:9). God
had seemingly rejected him.
(Psalms 43:3) Oh, send out Your light and Your truth! Let them lead me; Let them bring me to Your holy hill And to Your
tabernacle.

Vs. 43:3-4 The holy hill (Jerusalem) and the altar serve as means to the highest end--fellowship with God Himself.
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(Psalms 43:4) Then I will go to the altar of God, To God my exceeding joy; And on the harp I will praise You, O God, my
God.

43:4. The psalmist expressed his vow to praise… God for his deliverance when he returned to the altar in
Jerusalem. Arriving there, the longing of his soul would be satisfied with God, his joy and his delight.
(Psalms 43:5) Why are you cast down, O my soul? And why are you disquieted within me? Hope in God; For I shall yet
praise Him, The help of my countenance and my God.

43:5. The refrain from Psalm 42:5, 11 is repeated here. The psalmist found encouragement for his downcast and
disturbed soul in the hope (confidence) that he would yet praise the Lord.
PSALM FORTY FOUR
Psalm 44 is a lament of the nation in a time of unequaled disaster. Because of God’s deliverance of the nation’s
ancestors, and because of the people’s present faith, they prayed earnestly that God would give them victory. Their prayer
was prompted by the fact that they were experiencing defeats which they did not understand. The psalm is unique as an
assertion of national fidelity .
Redemption Remembered in Present Dishonor
In this psalm of national lament, God's past care for Israel stimulates the praise (vv. 1-3) and confidence (vv. 4-8)
the people have as they bring before the Lord their present defeat (vv. 9-16)
and their petition for deliverance (vv. 17-26).
(Psalms 44:1) We have heard with our ears, O God, Our fathers have told us, The deeds You did in their days, In days of
old:
The people asserted their confidence in the Lord, based on His past dealings with the nation and her present faith.
After stating that Israel knew of God’s marvelous works in the past (v. 1),
(Psalms 44:2) You drove out the nations with Your hand, But them You planted; You afflicted the peoples, and cast them
out.
Them.

Israel.

Cast them out A reference to the conquest of Canaan under Joshua.
(Psalms 44:3) For they did not gain possession of the land by their own sword, Nor did their own arm save them; But it
was Your right hand, Your arm, and the light of Your countenance, Because You favored them.
This was recognized as a miraculous work of God, by His hand… arm, favor
and love, not by their own strength.they recalled specifically that the Lord gave them the land under Joshua .
Our
Israel
(Psalms 44:4) You are my King, O God; Command victories for Jacob.
44:4-8. As a result of hearing what God had done, the nation trusted in Him as her King. Sometimes the psalmist
wrote as if one person were involved (e.g., “my King”), but usually he wrote as if the entire nation were speaking (e.g.,
our enemies), indicating that the singular pronouns may be collective.
my. Though singular, these pronouns (also v. 6) refer collectively to the whole nation.
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"Jacob" here stands for national Israel.
(Psalms 44:5) Through You we will push down our enemies; Through Your name we will trample those who rise up against
us.
The people experienced similar great victories.… through God in their lifetime, and were confident (in God each made his
boast) regarding the future.
Our
our
(Psalms 44:6) For I will not trust in my bow, Nor shall my sword save me.
(Psalms 44:7) But You have saved us from our enemies, And have put to shame those who hated us.
(Psalms 44:8) In God we boast all day long, And praise Your name forever. Selah
(Psalms 44:9) But You have cast us off and put us to shame, And You do not go out with our armies.
In spite of past victories the nation had been subjected to a humiliating defeat. First the defeat is described literally,
attributing it to the fact that the Lord no longer fought for them (vv. 9-10).
(Psalms 44:10) You make us turn back from the enemy, And those who hate us have taken spoil for themselves.
See verse 22
(Psalms 44:11) You have given us up like sheep intended for food, And have scattered us among the nations.
Then the defeat was vividly described in figurative language (vv. 11-12): they were scattered like sheep (cf. v. 22) and were
sold as slaves for trifling amounts which suggested their small worth.
Not likely referring to the Exile, but to some time of national peril.
(Psalms 44:12) You sell Your people for next to nothing, And are not enriched by selling them.
(Psalms 44:13) You make us a reproach to our neighbors, A scorn and a derision to those all around us.
44:13-16. As a result, the nation had been made… a reproach. Israel’s enemies mockingly derided them, causing them
inward feelings of ignominy (disgrace) and shame.
(Psalms 44:14) You make us a byword among the nations, A shaking of the head among the peoples.
(Psalms 44:15) My dishonor is continually before me, And the shame of my face has covered me,
(Psalms 44:16) Because of the voice of him who reproaches and reviles, Because of the enemy and the avenger.
(Psalms 44:17) All this has come upon us; But we have not forgotten You, Nor have we dealt falsely with Your covenant.
44:17-22. Because this defeat was undeserved, the nation was perplexed. After affirming her integrity (v. 17), the nation
affirmed her covenant loyalty to God. She had not gone astray after other gods and therefore did not deserve this crushing
defeat (vv. 18-19).
(Psalms 44:18) Our heart has not turned back, Nor have our steps departed from Your way;
A defense of the faithfulness of the nation, similar to the plea of innocence in some individual lament psalms.
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(Psalms 44:19) But You have severely broken us in the place of jackals, And covered us with the shadow of death.
(Psalms 44:20) If we had forgotten the name of our God, Or stretched out our hands to a foreign god,
In fact God had not accused the nation of idolatry (vv. 20-21). Had they been involved in it, He in His omniscience certainly
would have known it.
(Psalms 44:21) Would not God search this out? For He knows the secrets of the heart.
Verse 11
(Psalms 44:22) Yet for Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.
Yet for His sake they faced death continually (all day long). That is, because they fought a holy war for Him, they were
experiencing this disaster and were treated like sheep to be slaughtered .
Psalms 44:22: This verse is quoted by Paul in Rom. 8:36, underscoring the biblical truth that sometimes suffering is a part
of God's purpose for His children.
Romans 8:36
As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.
(Psalms 44:23) Awake! Why do You sleep, O Lord? Arise! Do not cast us off forever.

44:23-26. The nation asked God for help (rouse Yourself!) for she saw no reason why He should ignore her misery.
Conceal your presence
ignore
misery
(Psalms 44:24) Why do You hide Your face, And forget our affliction and our oppression? (distress-pressure)
inner being
belly sticks
(Psalms 44:25) For our soul is bowed down to the dust; Our body clings to the ground.

earth

Moreover, the nation felt that God must rescue her (rise up and help us) because she was at her lowest (brought down to the
dust; i.e., about to die). Though the nation was seemingly rejected by God and had apparently lost a battle (even though she
had been faithful), she wholeheartedly trusted in the LORD to redeem her. This is the proper age-old response of the genuine
believer to suffering .
Job 13:15, “Though He slay me, yet will I hope in Him”.
(Psalms 44:26) Arise for our help, And redeem us for Your mercies' sake.
PSALM FORTY FIVE
Messianic Psalm
This is a royal psalm celebrating the wedding of the mighty king. The psalm begins with lavish praise to the royal
groom for all his splendor, majesty, and righteousness. This is followed by a report of the counsel given to the bride before
she was brought to the king’s palace in all her glory. Then the psalmist predicted universal and eternal remembrance of the
king’s name through his progeny.
The psalm has a lengthy superscription and an extended introduction concerning its nature. The song is set “to the
tune of ‘Lilies’” (Shoshannim- Hebrew) a reminder of the lilies of the field at Passover season and is called “a wedding
song” (lit., “a song of loves”).
The Glories of the Messiah and His Bride
Ch. 45 In this royal wedding psalm,
the psalmist praises the king (vv. 1-9),
exhorts (vv. 10-12)
and describes the bride (vv. 13-15),
and pronounces a benediction (vv. 16-17).
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This is a royal psalm celebrating the wedding of the great king. This psalm is classified a messianic psalm because of
the N.T. usage of vv. 6 and 7.
(Psalms 45:1) My heart is overflowing with a good theme; I recite my composition concerning the King; My tongue is
the pen of a ready writer.
overflows. I.e., in composing this love song for the king.
Verse 45:1 paraphrase (My inner man is stirred up with a good utterance, I speak of things which I have made
concerning the King. My tongue is as a reed pen used on a scroll by one skilled in relating fine things.
The psalmist explained that this hymn is inspirational. His heart was stirred (lit., “boiling over”) with this noble
theme. What he would pour forth in hymnic praise was so inspired, he said, that it was like a finely written and edited
work. It was not possible for him to contain himself as he wrote for his majesty the king.
(Psalms 45:2) You are fairer than the sons of men; Grace is poured upon Your lips; Therefore God has blessed You
forever.
45:2. The writer said the king was transcendent and excellent in his person. Of all humans he was the fairest. For example,
his words were gracious—evidence that God had blessed him.
(Psalms 45:3) Gird Your sword upon Your thigh, O Mighty One, With Your glory and Your majesty.
45:3-5. Since the king was a mighty man of valor, the hymnist called on him to demonstrate his valor by riding forth to
champion truth, humility, and justice. Because the king was just, he prospered. As nations fell before him, his victories
would be magnificent.
(Psalms 45:4) And in Your majesty ride prosperously because of truth, humility, and righteousness; And Your right hand
shall teach You awesome things.
Matthew 3:16-17
16
And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him,
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him:
17
And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
Isaiah 11:1-2
1
And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots:
2
And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and
might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD;
(Psalms 45:5) Your arrows are sharp in the heart of the King's enemies; The peoples fall under You.
Elohiym
Heb. 1:8-9 shepherds staff
(Psalms 45:6) Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; A scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your kingdom.
authority
Vs. 45:6-7 The king is addressed as God in verse 6 and is distinguished from God in verse 7. Verse 6 was likely a royal
hyperbole (extravagant exaggeration) of the king referred to (perhaps Solomon), but ultimately refers to Jesus Christ
(Heb. 1:8-9).
An eternal throne was promised to the house of David (2 Sam. 7:16), Jesus being the final and eternal occupant of it (Luke
1:32-33).
Whether the psalmist used the word )e6lo4h|<m to mean God or His human representative, the writer of Hebrews demonstrated
that it points up the essential difference between the Son and the angels.
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Psalm 45:6-7 undoubtedly refers to the promise of an eternal throne for the house of David (cf. 2 Sam. 7:16) which will
be fulfilled in Jesus Christ when He returns to reign forever. Hebrews 1:8-9 quotes this passage in reference to the
exaltation and dominion of Christ.
Hebrews 1:8-9
8
But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy
kingdom.
9
Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil
of gladness above thy fellows.
2 Samuel 7:16
16
And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever.
Luke 1:32-33
32
He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his
father David:
33
And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.
As God’s representative, this king would have an everlasting throne and a righteous reign (a scepter of justice).
Because he loved righteousness and hated wickedness, God had blessed him with abundant joy.
Hebrews 1:5-7
5
For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? And again, I will
be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son?
7
And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire.
Jesus - Elohiym , Father
(Psalms 45:7) You love righteousness and hate wickedness; Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You With the oil of
gladness more than Your companions.
According to Heb. 1:8, 9, this passage finds its ultimate fulfillment in Christ, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords (also cf.
Isa. 61:1, 3; Luke 4:18, 19). Note that the King is called "God" (v. 6), and yet is distinguished from "God, Your God" (v.
7). The extravagance of the language is unique for the historical situation, yet it transcends that time, anticipating further
revelation from God in the N.T. Here the distinction between two of the Persons of the Triunity is provided for and
anticipated, both Persons being fully God.
Isaiah 61:1-3
1
The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the
meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them
that are bound;
2
To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn;
3
To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the
garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that
he might be glorified.
Luke 4:18-19
18
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me
to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that
are bruised,
19
To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.
(Psalms 45:8) All Your garments are scented with myrrh and aloes and cassia, Out of the ivory palaces, by which they
have made You glad.
A description of the magnificence of the king's wedding. myrrh, aloes, cassia. All fragrances. gold from Ophir.
45:8-9. The king was joyfully blessed on his wedding day. His robes (royal garb) were perfumed with several
fragrances.
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Myrrh is a fragrant gum from trees in Arabia (cf. its use as a perfume in Prov. 7:17; Song 1:13
Aloes may come from a scented wood (cf. Num. 24:6; Prov. 7:17; Song 4:14).
Cassia may be from the fragrant roots of a plant.
Ivory beautified the palaces,
(Psalms 45:9) Kings' daughters are among Your honorable women; At Your right hand stands the queen in gold from
Ophir.
joyful stringed music was played (probably on lyres and harps), and daughters of kings were honored. With him was his
bride adorned in gold jewelry from Ophir, a prominent source of gold, probably in western Arabia
"Ophir" cannot be located with certainty; possibly it was in Arabia or India. Nevertheless, it was world-renowned for its
fine gold.
(Psalms 45:10) Listen, O daughter, Consider and incline your ear; Forget your own people also, and your father's house;
O daughter. The queen, the bride, who is addressed through v. 15.
The psalmist gave his charge to the bride before she was conducted into the king’s presence. He instructed her to
do homage to her lord the king, forsaking her people.
(Psalms 45:11) So the King will greatly desire your beauty; Because He is your Lord, worship Him.
He explained that because the king desired (the Heb. means more than was enthralled by) her beauty, she should honor
him.
(Psalms 45:12) And the daughter of Tyre will come with a gift; The rich among the people will seek your favor.
Following his advice, he said that she would have blessing if she obeyed his instruction. She would receive a gift
from Tyre and wealthy people would seek her favor perhaps by giving her expensive gifts.
The daughter of Tyre. A personification of the nation of Tyre.
(Psalms 45:13) The royal daughter is all glorious within the palace; Her clothing is woven with gold.
The scene then shifted to the court where the bride was ushered into the king’s presence. She was beautiful
(glorious) in her gold (cf. v. 9) and embroidered gown, as the joyful procession of bridesmaids led her to the king.
(Psalms 45:14) She shall be brought to the King in robes of many colors; The virgins, her companions who follow her,
shall be brought to You.
A description of the procession of the bride to her king.
(Psalms 45:15) With gladness and rejoicing they shall be brought; They shall enter the King's palace.
(Psalms 45:16) Instead of Your fathers shall be Your sons, Whom You shall make princes in all the earth.
The poet wishes for the king a numerous and distinguished posterity.
The writer predicted the prosperity of the marriage—their sons would become the princes of the land. So the king
would be remembered and honored throughout the nations.
(Psalms 45:17) I will make Your name to be remembered in all generations; Therefore the people shall praise You forever
and ever.
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There can be little doubt that this psalm was in the mind of John as he wrote Revelation 19:6-21.
As he looked forward to the marriage of Christ, the Lamb, in heaven, he recalled how the bride clothed herself with
acts of righteousness in preparation for Him (Rev. 19:6-8).
Revelation 19:6-21
6
And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty
thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.
7
Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made
herself ready.
8
And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the
righteousness of saints.
9
And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith
unto me, These are the true sayings of God.
10
And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: I am thy fellowservant, and of thy
brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.
Then John described the royal groom going forth to battle in righteousness (Rev. 19:11-21).
Psalm 45, then, is typological of the greater Davidic King, Jesus Christ.
11
And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in
righteousness he doth judge and make war.
12
His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew,
but he himself.
13
And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God.
14
And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.
15
And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod
of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.
16
And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.
17
And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of
heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God;
18
That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses,
and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and great.
19
And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat
on the horse, and against his army.
20
And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived
them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of
fire burning with brimstone.
21
And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth:
and all the fowls were filled with their flesh.
PSALM FORTY SIX
In this Praise Psalm the psalmist magnified God as the saints’ sure Defense at all times. He explained that God’s
presence makes Zion secure from all her enemies. Thus the psalm is incorporated in the Songs of Zion, because of the
centrality of Jerusalem in its message.
Superscription information
Regarding "sons of Korah," "Alamoth" (Heb.) from Almah which means a virgin, which only occurs here and in 1 Chr.
15:20, apparently means that the psalm was to be sung by the voices of young maidens, i.e., soprano voices.
Psalm 46, which inspired Martin Luther to write "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God," is the first of a trilogy (Ps. 46; 47; 48) of
praise psalms. The historical occasion of all three might very well have been God's miraculous deliverance of Jerusalem
from the armies of King Sennacherib of Assyria during the reign of Hezekiah, c. 701 B.C. (cf. 2 Kin. 18:13-19:37; 2 Chr.
32:1-21; Isa. 36:1-37:38).
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God the Refuge of His People and Conqueror of the Nations
(Psalms 46:1) God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble.
46:1-3. The psalmist declared that God is the Refuge (mah[seh, “shelter from danger”) and Strength of believers. In other
words they find safety and courage by trusting in Him, who is always present to help them in their troubles. So the saints
need not fear, even if many perils come against them. The language is hyperbolic, to describe how great the perils may be
that could come. No matter what happens, those trusting in Him are safe.
(Psalms 46:2) Therefore we will not fear, Even though the earth be removed, And though the mountains be carried into the
midst of the sea;
(Psalms 46:3) Though its waters roar and be troubled, Though the mountains shake with its swelling. Selah

(Psalms 46:4) There is a river whose streams shall make glad the city of God, The holy place of the tabernacle of the Most
High.
The "river" denotes God, as "the fountain of living waters" is symbolic of:
(1) God the Father
Jeremiah 2:13
For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns,
broken cisterns, that can hold no water.
(2) God the Son
John 4:14
But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him
a well of water springing up into everlasting life.
(3) God the Holy Spirit
John 7:38
He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.
The "city of God" is prophetic of the New Jerusalem
This verse was obviously in the mind of John as he penned the Apocalypse .
Rev. 21:2
And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband.
The psalmist observed that the peace of Jerusalem—the city of God with the holy place where God dwelt (i.e., made His
presence known)—was secured by God. The Lord’s presence was like a peaceful flowing river (in contrast with perilous
torrents, v. 3). where the Lord is compared to a river encircling His city.) Because God was within her, the city would not
fall. (Years later, however, the city did fall. Because of extensive idolatry in the temple, , God’s presence left. Without
His protective presence, Jerusalem fell to the Babylonians.)
(Psalms 46:5) God is in the midst of her, she shall not be moved; God shall help her, just at the break of dawn.
(Psalms 46:6) The nations raged, the kingdoms were moved; He uttered His voice, the earth melted.
46:6-7. The psalmist then described God’s mighty power: by His powerful word God melts the nations that roar against
Him Though kingdoms would fall, Jerusalem was safe.
Same words as verse 11
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(Psalms 46:7) The LORD of hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah
Thus the LORD Almighty is like a fortress - refuge (mis8gob{, “a high safe place,”)
(Psalms 46:8) Come, behold the works of the LORD, Who has made desolations in the earth.
46:8-11. The psalmist exhorted the saints to observe the saving mighty deeds of God. These deeds portray how God
brings peace to His people, destroying weapons throughout the earth. God Himself calls for the people to trust in Him and
know that He is God, for He will be exalted throughout the earth. Verses 8-10 no doubt greatly encouraged the people of
Jerusalem, as the final verse (v. 11) reiterates (cf. v. 7). Also to saints of all ages, the call for a silent trust in God’s saving
power, in anticipation of universal peace, has been a source of comfort and strength.
(Psalms 46:9) He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; He breaks the bow and cuts the spear in two; He burns the
chariot in the fire.
Trust in God
(Psalms 46:10) Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!
Same words as verse 7
(Psalms 46:11) The LORD of hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah

PSALM FORTY SEVEN
This psalm is a song about the Lord, the great King (notice verses 2, 6-7). It has been classified as an enthronement
psalm, celebrating His universal reign. Other enthronement psalms are 93, 95-99. It should be understood as prophetically
portraying the coming kingdom of God, manifestations of which were enjoyed by Israel. In this Psalm 47 the psalmist called
on all peoples of the earth to pay homage to Israel’s holy Monarch—the Lord—as He assumes His kingship over them all.
Praise to God, the Ruler of the Earth
(Psalms 47:1) Oh, clap your hands, all you peoples! Shout to God with the voice of triumph!
Clap your hands. An indication of rejoicing.
This psalm of God's kingship celebrates the reign of the Lord over all the earth. As do Pss. 96-98, it looks forward to God's
rule through Christ during the Millennium.
(Psalms 47:2) For the LORD Most High is awesome; He is a great King over all the earth.
(Psalms 47:3) He will subdue the peoples under us, And the nations under our feet.
47:3-4. The reason for giving homage to Him is expressed in verses 3-4. As stated generally in verse 2, He is the great
King over the earth. Specifically, this was demonstrated by His subduing the nations when He chose Israel as His
inheritance. This subjugation of foreign nations was experienced in a small measure in Israel’s history, but will be
especially true in the coming Millennial Age.
(Psalms 47:4) He will choose our inheritance for us, The excellence of Jacob whom He loves. Selah
our inheritance. The Promised Land of Canaan.
(Psalms 47:5) God has gone up with a shout, The LORD with the sound of a trumpet.
has ascended. - to His earthly throne.
47:5-6. The psalmist, picturing God’s ascending His throne amid shouts of acclamation and the playing of trumpets,
called for the peoples to praise their King
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(Psalms 47:6) Sing praises to God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises!
(Psalms 47:7) For God is the King of all the earth; Sing praises with understanding.
The psalmist called for praise because the Lord reigns over the nations.
This expression, common to this type of psalm, most likely is a prophetic statement of future certainty. So the psalmist
anticipated the sure rule of God in which all nobles and kings will gather before Him as their Sovereign. In His exalted
position the Lord will someday reign over all the earth and every knee shall bow before Him (Phil. 2:9-11). To those who
believe in Him, the confidence that the truths of this psalm will be fulfilled brings comfort and encouragement during
distressing times.
Philippians 2:9-11
9
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:
10
That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the
earth;
11
And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Ultimately, Jesus Christ will be the one who rules over all the earth
Rev. 19:15
15
And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a
rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.
(Psalms 47:8) God reigns over the nations; God sits on His holy throne.
(Psalms 47:9) The princes of the people have gathered together, The people of the God of Abraham. For the shields of the
earth belong to God; He is greatly exalted.
the shields of the earth belong to God.- the symbols of authority are his too.
PSALM FORTY EIGHT
Psalm 48 is a song about Zion, the city of God, the great King. In praising God who loves Jerusalem, the psalmist sang
of the city’s glory and security because the Lord delivered it from the enemy. On the basis of this, he offered praise to God.
The Glory of God in Zion
(Psalms 48:1) Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised In the city of our God, In His holy mountain.
In this song of Zion, the psalmist praises God and Zion (Jerusalem) His dwelling place (vv. 1-3),
describes the defeat of the city's enemies (vv. 4-8), offers thanksgiving (vv. 9-10),
and invites the people to praise and trust God (vv. 11-14).
(Psalms 48:2) Beautiful in elevation, The joy of the whole earth, Is Mount Zion on the sides of the north, The city of the
great King.
The "city of the great King"

is identified as Jerusalem in Matt. 5:35, where the phrase is quoted by Jesus.

Matthew 5:35
35
Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King.
(Psalms 48:3) God is in her palaces; He is known as her refuge.
The psalmist then described this holy city. Its lofty beauty is the joy of the whole earth. The greatest feature of Zion is
that God is in her citadels.
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Jerusalem’s strength and safety (“fortress” translates mis8gob{;) are because of His presence .
(Psalms 48:4) For behold, the kings assembled, They passed by together.
(Psalms 48:5) They saw it, and so they marveled; They were troubled, they hastened away.
The psalmist now described the defeat of Zion’s enemies. Kings were assembled against her, but they were terrified when…
they saw Zion.
(Psalms 48:6) Fear took hold of them there, And pain, as of a woman in birth pangs,
They were seized with terror and trembling like a woman in child labor.
(Psalms 48:7) As when You break the ships of Tarshish With an east wind.
ships of Tarshish. Though the greatest of ancient ships, they could not withstand God's mighty power.
God destroyed them swiftly, like ships of Tarshish (possibly large seagoing merchant ships on the Mediterranean)
shattered by an east wind. Many have taken this passage as a tribute to God’s deliverance of Jerusalem from the invading
Assyrian armies/
(Psalms 48:8) As we have heard, So we have seen In the city of the LORD of hosts, In the city of our God: God will
establish it forever. Selah
LORD of hosts
The psalmist confirmed the report that the LORD Almighty ( “the Lord of armies”) had made Zion
secure. This title of the Lord is frequently used in passages referring to military battles. His armies are both terrestrial
(Israel’s soldiers) and celestial (angels).
(Psalms 48:9) We have thought, O God, on Your lovingkindness, In the midst of Your temple.
The psalmist offered praise to God for His unfailing love (h[esed{, “loyal love”) and righteousness.
(Psalms 48:10) According to Your name, O God, So is Your praise to the ends of the earth; Your right hand is full of
righteousness.
Praise of God fills the earth,

for God’s power demonstrates His faithfulness.

(Psalms 48:11) Let Mount Zion rejoice, Let the daughters of Judah be glad, Because of Your judgments.
the daughters of Judah. Its cities and villages.
(Psalms 48:12) Walk about Zion, And go all around her. Count her towers;
The psalmist then invited the congregation in Zion and all Judah to rejoice in God by observing the strength of the city (her
unharmed towers… ramparts, and citadels; which He had preserved.
TOWER
A tall building erected for defense. Some landowners used towers to protect their crops <Is. 5:2; Matt. 21:33; Mark
12:1>. In the wilderness, towers were used to watch for approaching marauders <2 Kin. 17:9; 2 Chr. 26:10>. In cities towers
were part of the walls built for defensive purposes <2 Chr. 14:7; Neh. 3:1>. They were erected at the corners of the wall,
beside the city gates, and at intervals along the walls <2 Chr. 26:9>. Watchmen secured the towers <2 Kin. 9:17>, and
military machines which threw arrows and stones could be mounted on the massive structures <2 Chr. 26:15>.
The defensive nature of a tower led naturally to figurative references in the Bible. God is pictured as a high, strong
tower sheltering His people from the enemy <Ps. 61:3; 144:2; Prov. 18:10>.
(Psalms 48:13) Mark well her bulwarks; Consider her palaces; That you may tell it to the generation following.
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(Psalms 48:14) For this is God, Our God forever and ever; He will be our guide Even to death.
This God who had made them secure will be the Guide for believers forever.
PSALM FORTY NINE
This psalm is a wisdom poem, dealing with the age-old problem of the prosperity of the wicked (cf. Ps. 73). The poet
called his work a dark saying (riddle, 49:4) that is worth analyzing. He had observed that the wicked are prosperous and
rich, and filled with pride and a sense of security. But the wise psalmist stated that they are no better than the beasts of the
field. In the final analysis, the hope of the righteous is better than the false security of the wicked.
The Confidence of the Foolish
This wisdom psalm, written to instruct men rather than to praise God, calls on the world to hear the truth (vv. 1-4)
concerning the temporary glory and false security of the wicked rich (vv. 5-14), whose doom is certain, in contrast to the
everlasting hope of the righteous (vv. 15-20).
(Psalms 49:1) Hear this, all peoples; Give ear, all inhabitants of the world,
49:1-4. The psalmist called the world to listen to his saying. All people, rich and poor alike (the subject of the psalm),
should hear his wisdom.
(Psalms 49:2) Both low and high, Rich and poor together.
(Psalms 49:3) My mouth shall speak wisdom, And the meditation of my heart shall give understanding.
(Psalms 49:4) I will incline my ear to a proverb; I will disclose my dark saying on the harp.
proverb . . . riddle. dark
He explained that his words, though wise, would be dark, that is, they would be like a riddle in that discernment and
understanding are necessary for perception. Indeed, many of life’s difficulties require spiritual perception to forestall despair.
(Psalms 49:5) Why should I fear in the days of evil, When the iniquity at my heels surrounds me?
49:5. In verses 5-12 the wise poet reported his observation that the prosperous have a false security. He introduced his
theme in verse 5 by stating that he marveled that he ever feared evil times brought on by the wicked. Their glory is only
temporary.
(Psalms 49:6) Those who trust in their wealth And boast in the multitude of their riches,
This passage forcefully illustrates the irrevocable biblical truth that riches are limited and cannot ward off death.
He developed this idea by noting that the proud and arrogant cannot redeem another person’s life.
(Psalms 49:7) None of them can by any means redeem his brother, Nor give to God a ransom for him;
compare verses 7 and 8 with verse 15
The thought is this: Man cannot purchase from God additional days in order to extend his life.
1
Timothy 6:17
Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who
giveth us richly all things to enjoy;
(Psalms 49:8) For the redemption of their souls is costly, And it shall cease forever;
Life is too costly for a man to ransom, even by great riches. Wealth cannot prevent death.
(Psalms 49:9) That he should continue to live eternally, And not see the Pit.
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(Psalms 49:10) For he sees wise men die; Likewise the fool and the senseless person perish, And leave their wealth to
others.
49:10-12. The truth stated in verses 6-9 is known even among the wealthy. They—as well as the foolish—die and leave
their wealth to their heirs . Their new places of residence will be the grave, even though their earthly dwellings or lands may
bear their names.
Ecc. 2:15-16
Then said I in my heart, As it happeneth to the fool, so it happeneth even to me; and why was I then more wise? Then I said
in my heart, that this also is vanity.
For there is no remembrance of the wise more than of the fool for ever; seeing that which now is in the days to come shall all
be forgotten. And how dieth the wise man? as the fool.
(Psalms 49:11) Their inner thought is that their houses will last forever, Their dwelling places to all generations; They call
their lands after their own names.
(Psalms 49:12) Nevertheless man, though in honor, does not remain; He is like the beasts that perish.
Compare this verse with verse 20 which is identical
Man’s body, like the bodies of animals, dies
Ecc. 3:19-20
For that which befalleth the sons of men befalleth beasts; even one thing befalleth them: as the one dieth, so dieth the other;
yea, they have all one breath; so that a man hath no preeminence above a beast: for all is vanity.
All go unto one place; all are of the dust, and all turn to dust again.
This does not deal with the question of life after death but with the fact that the hopes of wicked men are restricted to this
life.
This verse, like v. 20, is not a refutation of life after death; rather the thought is that wealth is powerless to buy additional
time here on earth
Heb. 9:27
And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:
(Psalms 49:13) This is the way of those who are foolish, And of their posterity who approve their sayings. Selah
49:13-14. The wise psalmist concluded that the doom of the proud is sure, but the hope of the righteous is eternal. He
introduced this contrast by marveling at the folly of proud people’s lives. Death is the fate of the self-righteous and of those
who follow them. They are turned into the grave (sheol) where death will feed on them. Their glory will be consumed in the
grave. The psalmist was not concerned at this point with God’s judgment on the wicked, other than the departure of
their earthly glory.
(Psalms 49:14) Like sheep they are laid in the grave; Death shall feed on them; The upright shall have dominion over
them in the morning; And their beauty shall be consumed in the grave, far from their dwelling.
Death shall be their shepherd, guiding them directly to Sheol. The righteous will ultimately triumph over the wicked, either
in this life or in the life to come (morning).
"Grave" (in all three occurrences - verses 9(pit) ,14, 15) translates the Hebrew she^ol; and stands in sharp contrast to the
preceding verses and affirms the psalmist's unshakable conviction of redemption beyond the grave.
Compare this verse with verses 7 and 8
(Psalms 49:15) But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave, For He shall receive me. Selah
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As for the righteous, God will redeem them from the grave. Again the terminology contrasts with the ruin of the wicked, and
includes in germ form the hope of the resurrection. God pays the ransom, which man could not pay
This life
(Psalms 49:16) Do not be afraid when one becomes rich, When the glory of his house is increased;
49:16-20. The writer said that it is foolish to be jealous of unbelieving wealthy people for their doom is sure. Though
they enjoy great splendor and prosper in this life, they pass away into darkness, taking nothing with them The advice is clear:
do not be overawed when a man grows rich. A proper perspective is necessary for spiritual discernment of life. The destiny
of the righteous is far better than the fleeting glory of the wicked.
Ecc. 5:15
As he came forth of his mother's womb, naked shall he return to go as he came, and shall take nothing of his labour, which
he may carry away in his hand.
This life
(Psalms 49:17) For when he dies he shall carry nothing away; His glory shall not descend after him.
(Psalms 49:18) Though while he lives he blesses himself (For men will praise you when you do well for yourself),
(Psalms 49:19) He shall go to the generation of his fathers; They shall never see light.
Same as verse 12
(Psalms 49:20) A man who is in honor, yet does not understand, Is like the beasts that perish.
PSALM FIFTY
This didactic (instructional) psalm, written by Asaph, a leading Levite musician
1 Chronicles 16:4-5
4
And he appointed certain of the Levites to minister before the ark of the LORD, and to record, and to thank and
praise the LORD God of Israel:
5
Asaph the chief, and next to him Zechariah, Jeiel, and Shemiramoth, and Jehiel, and Mattithiah, and Eliab, and
Benaiah, and Obededom: and Jeiel with psalteries and with harps; but Asaph made a sound with cymbals;
Asaph’s family became one of the three families given responsibility for music and song in the temple.
1 Chronicles 15:19
So the singers, Heman, Asaph, and Ethan, were appointed to sound with cymbals of brass;
Following the captivity, 128 singers from the Asaph family returned from Babylon and conducted the singing
when the foundations of Zerubbabel’s temple were laid.
Ezra 2:41
The singers: the children of Asaph, an hundred twenty and eight.
The house (guild) of Asaph organized and set 12 psalmsto music, 50 and 73 to 83.
Some memorable scriptures by Asaph Guild are:
Psalm 73:16-17
When I thought to know this, it was too painful for me;
Until I went into the sanctuary of God; then understood I their end.
Psalm 78 was all about the history of Israel from Egypt to present day.
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Psalm 79:13
So we thy people and sheep of thy pasture will give thee thanks for ever: we will
shew forth thy praise to all
generations.
Psalm 81:1 and 13
Sing aloud unto God our strength: make a joyful noise unto the God of Jacob.
Oh that my people had hearkened unto me, and Israel had walked in my ways!
Two sins charged against Israel by God
This Psalm 50 deals with man’s worship of God and duty to his neighbor, which are in the two portions of the
Decalogue (Ten Commandments). Asaph described a scene in the heavenly courtroom in which the Lord will examine His
people. Asaph then declared that the Lord had indictments against two sins of His people: formalism in worship and
hypocrisy in living. To please God His people must bring sacrifices of thanksgiving from obedient, trusting hearts.
So the psalm indicts God’s people for formalism and hypocrisy in worship
Sad to say we see the same type of sin among the church today
God the Righteous Judge
3 names for the Lord
(Psalms 50:1) The Mighty One, God the LORD, Has spoken and called the earth From the rising of the sun to its going
down.
50:1-3. Asaph described a courtroom scene in which the Mighty One, God, the LORD—three designations for the
Lord—came to judge.
The place of the temple
(Psalms 50:2) Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God will shine forth.
Everyone on the earth, from east to west, was summoned before Him. From beautiful Zion , the place of the temple, God
shines forth. As He comes to judge,
Fire and raging tempest signify God’s judgment
(Psalms 50:3) Our God shall come, and shall not keep silent; A fire shall devour before Him, And it shall be very
tempestuous all around Him.
His presence is accompanied by devouring fire and a raging tempest. These phenomena, frequently accompanying
theophanies, signify His consuming judgment.
Witnesses from heaven and earth (the inhabitants of the universe)
(Psalms 50:4) He shall call to the heavens from above, And to the earth, that He may judge His people:
50:4-6. Asaph then visualized the participants in the case. The inhabitants of the universe will be the witnesses (the
heavens and the earth standing for the inhabitants of each). When He judges His people, all the universe will witness it.
(Psalms 50:5) "Gather My saints together to Me, Those who have made a covenant with Me by sacrifice."
My godly ones. I.e., Israel, with whom God made the Mosaic covenant (Ex. 24:7) and whom He accuses (see verse 7)
Exodus 24:7
And he took the book of the covenant, and read in the audience of the people: and they said, All that the LORD hath said
will we do, and be obedient.
(Psalms 50:6) Let the heavens declare His righteousness, For God Himself is Judge. Selah
The defendants in the case will be the saints, who have made a covenant with Him. And God is the righteous Judge. With
this scene envisioned, Asaph then reported the Lord’s two charges against His people (vv. 7-15 and 16-23).
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The charges
Formalism in worship and hypocrisy in living.
(Psalms 50:7) "Hear, O My people, and I will speak, O Israel, and I will testify against you; I am God, your God!
The Lord’s indictment against formalism (50:7-15)
50:7-13. Asaph, announcing the Lord’s first of two charges against His people, described their formalism in worship.
The charge was given as a word from God, their God, so they would take heed. God did not reprove them, however, for their
meticulous keeping of the letter of the Law in offering the prescribed sacrifices.
The Lord does not depend on man’s worship for survival.
Observing the Law
(Psalms 50:8) I will not rebuke you for your sacrifices Or your burnt offerings, Which are continually before Me.
God does not reprove them for failing to bring their offerings (v. 8), but for bringing them with the motive of trying to
make the God who owns everything dependent on their generosity.
(Psalms 50:9) I will not take a bull from your house, Nor goats out of your folds.
(Psalms 50:10) For every beast of the forest is Mine, And the cattle on a thousand hills.
But Israel failed to realize that God did not need their bulls or goats (v. 9; cf. v. 13), for He is the Lord of all Creation. He
already owns every animal and knows every bird. He instituted the sacrifices not because He needed the animals but
because the people desperately needed Him. He is not like the gods of the pagans who supposedly thrived on food
sacrifices.
(Psalms 50:11) I know all the birds of the mountains, And the wild beasts of the field are Mine.
(Psalms 50:12) "If I were hungry, I would not tell you; For the world is Mine, and all its fullness.
(Psalms 50:13) Will I eat the flesh of bulls, Or drink the blood of goats?
todah
(Psalms 50:14) Offer to God thanksgiving, And pay your vows to the Most High.
50:14-15. Israel should offer their sacrifices of thanksgiving from a genuine trust in the Lord. The solution to
formalism is to worship in genuine faith, which is why Asaph called on the people to sacrifice thank offerings. The
Hebrew word for thank offerings is to=da=h, from the verb ya4d{a=h, “to acknowledge, thank.” Such an offering could not be
given unless the offerer had experienced God’s work on his behalf.
(Psalms 50:15) Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me."
If he was in distress and called on God, the Lord would answer. Then the offerer would praise the Lord as a spontaneous
expression of his enjoyment of God’s benefits. If the people had been praising they would have enjoyed His benefits, not
worshiping in an empty ritualistic form.
(Psalms 50:16) But to the wicked God says: "What right have you to declare My statutes, Or take My covenant in your
mouth,
Vs. 50:16-17 God now accuses them of hypocrisy--giving lip service to His laws (v. 16) while violating them (v. 17).
Details are listed in verses 18-20.
Those who act like Sunday Saints in church and then behave like the wicked on the weekdays
Matthew 15:1-11
1
Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which were of Jerusalem, saying,
2
Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? for they wash not their hands when they eat bread.
3
But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition?
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4
For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and mother: and, He that curseth father or mother, let him die the
death.
5
But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his father or his mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by
me;
6
And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none
effect by your tradition.
7
Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying,
8
This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from
me.
9
But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.
10
And he called the multitude, and said unto them, Hear, and understand:
11
Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man.
The Lord’s indictment against hypocrisy (50:16-23)
(key thought )
50:16-17. Asaph, announcing God’s second charge, decried the nation’s hypocritical living. He first rebuked the wicked for
reciting His laws and speaking of His covenant as their profession of faith, for they actually hated God’s instruction.
Though these wicked people assembled with those who loved the Lord, God knew their hearts.
(Psalms 50:17) Seeing you hate instruction And cast My words behind you?
Compromise and tolerating evil
(Psalms 50:18) When you saw a thief, you consented with him, And have been a partaker with adulterers.
50:18-21. The psalmist then selected several examples of their wickedness. While appearing righteous, they tolerated
and took part in theft (cf. Ex. 20:15), adultery (cf. Ex. 20:14), and slander (cf. Ex. 20:16). He warned them not to confuse
God’s patience with His approval. God’s silence did not mean that He agreed with their actions. Instead the Lord would
rebuke them directly (to your face).
Exodus 20:14
14
Thou shalt not commit adultery.
Exodus 20:15
15
Thou shalt not steal.
Exodus 20:16
16
Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.
(Psalms 50:19) You give your mouth to evil, And your tongue frames deceit.
Matthew 23:1-30
1
Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to his disciples,
2
Saying, The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat:
3
All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after their works: for they say,
and do not.
4
For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men's shoulders; but they themselves will
not move them with one of their fingers.
5
But all their works they do for to be seen of men: they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of
their garments,
6
And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues,
7
And greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi.
8
But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren.
9
And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven.
10
Neither be ye called masters: for one is your Master, even Christ.
11
But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant.
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12
And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted.
13
But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye
neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in.
14
Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows' houses, and for a pretence make long
prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation.
15
Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he
is made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves.
16
Woe unto you, ye blind guides, which say, Whosoever shall swear by the temple, it is nothing; but whosoever shall
swear by the gold of the temple, he is a debtor!
17
Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gold, or the temple that sanctifieth the gold?
18
And, Whosoever shall swear by the altar, it is nothing; but whosoever sweareth by the gift that is upon it, he is
guilty.
19
Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gift, or the altar that sanctifieth the gift?
20
Whoso therefore shall swear by the altar, sweareth by it, and by all things thereon.
21
And whoso shall swear by the temple, sweareth by it, and by him that dwelleth therein.
22
And he that shall swear by heaven, sweareth by the throne of God, and by him that sitteth thereon.
23
Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted
the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.
24
Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel.
25
Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but
within they are full of extortion and excess.
26
Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean
also.
27
Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear
beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness.
28
Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.
29
Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye build the tombs of the prophets, and garnish the
sepulchres of the righteous,
30
And say, If we had been in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the
prophets.
(Psalms 50:20) You sit and speak against your brother; You slander your own mother's son.
(Psalms 50:21) These things you have done, and I kept silent; You thought that I was altogether like you; But I will
rebuke you, And set them in order before your eyes.
Vs. 50:21 They assumed that God's silence indicated that He was as lawless as they were!
These things, What things ? Things opposed to God’s righteous ways to do things.
1 Corinthians 6:9-12
9
Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind,
10
Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.
11
And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.
12
All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought
under the power of any.
Galatians 5:16-25
16
This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.
17
For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so
that ye cannot do the things that ye would.
18
But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.
19
Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,
20
Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,
21
Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in
time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.
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22
23
24
25

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.
And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.
If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

(Psalms 50:22) "Now consider this, you who forget God, Lest I tear you in pieces, And there be none to deliver:
2 Peter 3:17-18
17
Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the
wicked, fall from your own stedfastness.
18
But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for
ever. Amen.
50:22-23. Asaph instructed the hypocrites to consider their ways before it was too late. Again he called on them to
sacrifice thank offerings from hearts that are right with God.
So the psalm indicts God’s people for formalism and hypocrisy in worship. Jesus’ advice to “worship in spirit and in
truth” (John 4:24) provides the proper correctives for these faults.
John 4:24
God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.
(Psalms 50:23) Whoever offers praise glorifies Me; And to him who orders his conduct aright I will show the salvation of
God."
Ephesians 5:1-20
1
Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children;
2
And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a
sweetsmelling savour.
3
But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as becometh saints;
4
Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: but rather giving of thanks.
5
For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.
6
Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of
disobedience.
7
Be not ye therefore partakers with them.
8
For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light:
9
(For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;)
10
Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.
11
And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.
12
For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret.
13
But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is light.
14
Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.
15
See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise,
16
Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.
17
Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.
18
And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;
19
Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the
Lord;
20
Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;
God sees the motive of our hearts in our worship towards Him and the obedience to Him in our daily walk as
Christians.
Colossians 4:2-6
2
Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving;
5
Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time.
6
Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.
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3 John 4
I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.
PSALM FIFTY ONE
A Penitential Psalm – (Confessional Psalm)
Few psalms have found as much use as this one among the saints of all ages, a fact which bears witness to the spiritual
needs of God’s people. Psalm 51 stands as a paradigm - (hallmark) of prayers for forgiveness of sins. Its superscription
ascribes the occasion to David’s sin of adultery with Bathsheba (2 Sam. 11), an incident in which David broke several of the
Ten Commandments. Believers have been comforted by the fact that since David’s sins were forgiven theirs can be too.
Poetry often develops the intensity of a moment. Such a moment with David came when he, having been confronted with his
sin, confessed it (2 Sam. 12:13) The psalm elaborates David's confession of his sin with Bathsheba .
2 Samuel 12:13
And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the LORD. And Nathan said unto David, The LORD also hath put
away thy sin; thou shalt not die.
Because this psalm deals only with confession and has no word of the forgiveness (which did follow immediately in the
historical narrative, 2 Sam. 12:13b), this psalm must be understood as a full meditation on the importance of confession.
After a believer sins, he must obtain forgiveness if he is to enjoy full participation in the service of the Lord.
The message of this psalm is that the vilest offender among God’s people can appeal to God for forgiveness, for moral
restoration, and for the resumption of a joyful life of fellowship and service, if he comes with a broken spirit and bases his
appeal on God’s compassion and grace.
A Prayer of Repentance
(Psalms 51:1) Have mercy upon me, O God, According to Your lovingkindness; According to the multitude of Your
tender mercies, Blot out my transgressions.
David appealed to God’s love and compassion as he petitioned the Lord to forgive him by grace and cleanse him
from sin.
God’s attributes of unfailing love (h[esed{) for His servant and His compassion for the helpless, were the basis for David’s
appeal for mercy. Even the verb have mercy was a prayer for God to act in accord with His nature. It is also a recognition
that David did not deserve forgiveness. God’s forgiveness is by His grace alone.
The three verbs David employed here in verses 1 & 2 are figurative.
(1) Blot out implies a comparison with human records that can be erased;
(2) wash away (ka4b{as) compares forgiveness with washing clothing (often viewed as an extension of a person), and
(3) cleanse is drawn from the liturgical ceremonial law in which one might be purified for temple participation. These
requests stressed David’s desire for God’s total forgiveness of his transgressions… iniquity, and sin.
This is the greatest of the penitential and is the classic O.T. passage on confession and forgiveness of sin. The historical
occasion of this psalm, as delineated in the superscription, is David's repentance following Nathan's rebuke of his double sin
of adultery and murder (cf. 2 Sam. 12:1-15).
David, in illustrating the heinousness of his sin, employs the three most important O.T. words to describe sin:
(1) transgression (pesha`, Heb.),
(2) iniquity (`avon, Heb.), and
(3) sin (hatta^t, Heb.). Regarding the distinctive emphasis of each.
As is also true in Ps. 32, there is a threefold description of forgiveness:
(1) "blot out" (mahah, Heb.) pictures the rubbing out of a debt in the account book;
(2) "wash" (kavas, Heb.) conveys the idea of washing out a dirty stain in a garment (cf. Isa. 1:18); and
(3) "cleanse" (taher, Heb.) depicts sin as a moral leprosy, the purification of which required the direct pronouncement of
God.
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The 51st Psalm must ever be, in its successive steps, the mold of the experience of a sinning believer who comes back to
full communion and service.
The steps are:
(1) sin thoroughly judged before God (vv. 1 - 6)
(2) forgiveness and cleansing through the blood (v. 7)
(3) cleansing (vv. 7 – 10) cp. John 13:4 - 10; Eph 5:26; 1 John 1:9)
(4) Spirit-filled for joy and power (vv. 11 - 12)
(5) service (v. 13)
(6) worship (vv. 14 - 17) and
(7) the restored believer in fellowship with God.(18-19)
Personally, it was David's pathway to restored communion after his sin with Bathsheba. Prophetically, it will be the
pathway of returning Israel .
(Psalms 51:2) Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, And cleanse me from my sin.
(Psalms 51:3) For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.
When he said that his sin was constantly before him, it must be remembered that his confession came about a year after he
had sinned (the young child died a week after the confession; cf. 2 Sam. 12:13-18). Perhaps David had so rationalized his
actions that he did not sense his guilt until Nathan approached him. At any rate, he confessed that he had sinned against the
Lord. And he submitted to the Lord’s will, acknowledging that anything God decided about him would be just.
The recognition and acknowledgment of sin is the first step in receiving God's forgiveness (cf. 1 John 1:8, 9). There is not
one word of self-justification to be found in this psalm.
Luke 18:13
And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying,
God be merciful to me a sinner.
1 John 1:8-9
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(Psalms 51:4) Against You, You only, have I sinned, And done this evil in Your sight; That You may be found just when
You speak, And blameless when You judge.
David is not saying that he had not sinned against Bathsheba and Uriah; he is simply underscoring the fact that any sin is
first and foremost a sin against God. The latter half of this verse is quoted by Paul in
Romans 3:4
God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and
mightest overcome when thou art judged.
(Psalms 51:5) Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived me.
brought forth (in birth). It is not that the acts of giving birth or conceiving are in themselves sinful, but that from the
moment of conception a person possesses a sinful nature.
David then acknowledged that he was morally impotent. He was born a sinner, that is, at no time in his life was he without
sin. This ran contrary to God’s moral demands on his life. From his early days he faced inner tension, knowing that God
desires truth and wisdom, that is, reliable and productive living.
David is not saying that the marital act is inherently sinful; rather, he is emphasizing his own depravity and sinful nature.
Man chooses to sin because he is a sinner by nature.
Romans 5:12
Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have
sinned:As a result of Adam's trespass, each man is born with a proclivity or bent toward evil which eventually issues in the
act of sin.
James 1:14-15
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But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.
Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.
Sin is most concisely defined by the middle letter of the word itself. Whenever "I" becomes more important than God,
sin has moved in. The results of sin are
physical death (separation of the soul from the body),
spiritual death (separation of the soul from God) and ultimately
eternal death (the permanent state of spiritual death).
Because man is inherently sinful, he can experience regeneration of soul and reconciliation with the Creator only as a
recipient of God's grace.
2 Corinthians 5:17
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
(Psalms 51:6) Behold, You desire truth in the inward parts, And in the hidden part You will make me to know wisdom.
In connection with his confession, David petitioned God first for forgiveness (vv. 7-9), then for inner renewal (vv. 1012).
(Psalms 51:7) Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
In his prayer for forgiveness the psalmist made the same requests as before in verse 2 but in reverse order: cleanse… wash,
and blot out.
When David spoke of God’s cleansing him with hyssop, he was alluding to the use of hyssop at the religious ceremonies to
sprinkle sacrificial blood on the altar. This represented the removal of sin through the shedding of blood.
Hebrews 9:22
And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission.
Cleansing in Scripture is twofold: (1) of a sinner from the guilt of sin - the blood (hyssop) aspect; and (2) of a saint from the
defilement of sin - the water (wash) aspect. Under grace the sinner is purged by blood when he believes (Mat 26:28; Heb 1:3;
9:12; 10:14). Both aspects of cleansing, by blood and by water, are brought out in John 13:10; Eph 5:25 - 26: "A person who
has had a bath needs only to wash his feet"; "Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her [redemption by blood] to
make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word": answering to the "wash me" of v. 7.
(Psalms 51:8) Make me hear joy and gladness, That the bones You have broken may rejoice.
bones . . . broken. David was utterly crushed by Nathan's indictment.
2 Samuel 12
1 And the LORD sent Nathan unto David. And he came unto him, and said unto him,
7 And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man. Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, I anointed thee king over Israel, and I
delivered thee out of the hand of Saul;
13 And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the LORD. And Nathan said unto David, The LORD also hath put
away thy sin; thou shalt not die.
14 Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, the child also
that is born unto thee shall surely die.
(Psalms 51:9) Hide Your face from my sins, And blot out all my iniquities.
(Psalms 51:10) Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me.
"Create" translates the Hebrew verb bara^, which is used in the O.T. to refer to an activity of God and God alone. Only the
Creator God can re-create man.
2 Corinthians 5:17
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
As a corrective for his sinful nature, David petitioned God for inward renewal of his heart attitude (v. 10),
preservation in service (v. 11), and restoration of joy (v. 12).
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He was aware that he had become indifferent in his attitudes so he needed renovation. He was also aware that Saul was
removed from the kingship for his sin (signified in the OT by the departure of the Holy Spirit), so David asked that God not
take away His Spirit and depose him too. In the New Testament the Spirit does not leave believers; at the moment of
salvation He indwells them.
John 14:16
And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;
Romans 8:9
But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit
of Christ, he is none of his.
But a Christian may be cast aside from service because of sin. David was also aware that in order to experience the joy he
once had in his salvation, he needed God’s inner spiritual renewal.
1 Corinthians 9:27
But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself
should be a castaway.
(Psalms 51:11) Do not cast me away from Your presence, And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.
No believer of the present Church Age need ever pray, "Do not . . . take your Holy Spirit from me"; for Christ promised His
own that the Spirit would "be with you forever".
But it is always proper for the Christian to pray that he may be conformed to the conditions essential to the full ministry of
the Spirit
Ephesians 4:30
And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.
David was painfully aware of what had happened previously to Saul. In the O.T., the Holy Spirit's departure from a man, as
in the case of Samson (Judges. 16:20) or Saul (1 Sam. 16:14), does not mean that his salvation is lost; rather, it denotes the
loss of the empowering or filling or ministry of the Spirit. Note how the Hebrew parallelism equates the Holy Spirit with the
presence of God.
Psalms 139:7
Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence?
Here David is asking God not to take away his service as the anointed king of Israel
(Psalms 51:12) Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, And uphold me by Your generous Spirit.
There is a critical point of doctrine in this verse. Observe with care that it is not a restoration of salvation for which David
pleads but a restoration of the "joy" of salvation.
(Psalms 51:13) Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, And sinners shall be converted to You.
David promised God that if He forgave him he would participate fully in His service.
First, David said that if God forgave him, he would teach… sinners God’s ways of how God deals with penitent sinners.
Naturally, to be able to teach this he himself must first experience forgiveness.
2 Corinthians 1:4
Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort
wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.
(Psalms 51:14) Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God, The God of my salvation, And my tongue shall sing aloud
of Your righteousness.
"Guilt of bloodshed" refers to David's responsibility for the death of Uriah, the husband of Bathsheba.
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David said if God forgave him, he would sing and praise God. Only when delivered from his bloodguiltiness could he join
in praising God.
(Psalms 51:15) O Lord, open my lips, And my mouth shall show forth Your praise.
(Psalms 51:16) For You do not desire sacrifice, or else I would give it; You do not delight in burnt offering.
David promised that if God forgave his sins he would sacrifice to God. He knew that God did not desire simply an animal
sacrifice from him. He needed to find forgiveness before he could sacrifice a peace offering to God. The sacrifice he had to
bring was a broken and contrite (crushed) heart—a humbled spirit fully penitent for sin. That is what God desires and will
receive.
In the Old Testament, anyone who sinned as David did had to receive a word from a priest or prophet indicating he
was forgiven. Only then could the penitent person again take part in worship and make a peace offering. In the New
Testament the word of forgiveness is forever written in God’s Word—the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses from sin. Yet even
in the New Testament a believer must have a spirit broken of all self-assertion; he must acknowledge his need before God
to find spiritual renewal and cleansing.
1 1John 1:9
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(Psalms 51:17) The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, A broken and a contrite heart; These, O God, You will not
despise.
David illustrates his understanding of the biblical premise that true forgiveness is dependent upon genuine confession and
repentance.
(Psalms 51:18) Do good in Your good pleasure to Zion; Build the walls of Jerusalem.
These verses have often been considered a later addition to the psalm because they do not readily relate to the psalm’s theme.
However, the anticipation of right sacrifices (v. 19) is closely related to verses 16-17. The prayer for the building up of the
walls of Jerusalem could be a prayer for general prosperity of the city’s defenses; but it could also be figurative, requesting
the strengthening of the moral defenses of the nation (i.e., edifying the king). Strengthen the moral fiber of the nation so that
David's bad example would not infect others.
(Psalms 51:19) Then You shall be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, With burnt offering and whole burnt
offering; Then they shall offer bulls on Your altar.
PSALM FIFTY TWO
This psalm ascribed to David pertains to the occasion of Doeg’s (fearful, timid) treachery (1 Sam. 21-22). The
character described in this psalm portrays just such a man. David, who trusted in the Lord, contrasted his faith with the
treacherous man who followed a course of iniquity. This psalm is one of the imprecatory psalms
The End of the Wicked and the Peace of the Godly
(Psalms 52:1) Why do you boast in evil, O mighty man? The goodness of God endures continually.
Ch. 52 Contrasting the wicked and the righteous, this didactic (instructional) psalm may be outlined this way: the
description of the wicked (vv. 1-4), the doom of the wicked (v. 5), the delight of the righteous (vv. 6-9). 1 Sam. 21:1-22:19
furnishes the historical background.
(Psalms 52:2) Your tongue devises destruction, Like a sharp razor, working deceitfully.
The treacherous man, Doeg , had a deceitful tongue as sharp as a razor, for what he said destroyed othersHe thrived on
a wicked and false way of life, loving words that devour.
James 3:6- 8
6
And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body,
and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell.
7
For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of
mankind:
8
But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.
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(Psalms 52:3) You love evil more than good, Lying rather than speaking righteousness. Selah
(Psalms 52:4) You love all devouring words, You deceitful tongue.
Addressing the evil man directly, David chided his treachery . David was amazed that the man could actually boast in
his evil in view of the fact he was a disgrace to God.
(Psalms 52:5) God shall likewise destroy you forever; He shall take you away, and pluck you out of your dwelling place,
And uproot you from the land of the living. Selah
Four figures describe the doom of the wicked. (destroy,takeaway,pluck,uproot)
Because of such wickedness, David predicted that God would pluck the wicked man out of the land of the living, that is,
death would swiftly remove him forever.
The wicked
(Psalms 52:6) The righteous also shall see and fear, And shall laugh at him, saying,
Vs. 52:6 The righteous fear (stand in awe of) God and laugh (in derision) at the wicked.
(Psalms 52:7) "Here is the man who did not make God his strength, But trusted in the abundance of his riches, And
strengthened himself in his wickedness."
David then anticipated the joy that this would bring to the righteous. They would see what happens to a person who
trusts not in the Lord but in his own ill-gotten riches for strength.- (Stronghold ) translates ma4(o=z, “a strong fortified place)
(Psalms 52:8) But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God; I trust in the mercy of God forever and ever.
In striking contrast with Doeg, the treacherous man (as described in verses
1-7), David portrayed his own blessed state in the Lord. He compared himself to a green olive tree, a figure of
prosperity in God’s presence
Hosea 14:6
His branches shall spread, and his beauty shall be as the olive tree, and his smell as Lebanon.
This contrasts with the wicked who will be rooted up. The metaphor of a flourishing tree was used in
Psalm 1:3
And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in
his season; his leaf also
shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.
(Psalms 52:9) I will praise You forever, Because You have done it; And in the presence of Your saints I will wait on Your
name, for it is good.
David’s flourishing was because of God’s unfailing love, in which he said he trusted forever. So he vowed to go on
praising God for what He had done. David would wait (hope) in God’s name (which signified His attributes and actions; cf.
Ex. 34:5-7) and then he would praise Him among the saints.
Exodus 34:5-7
5 And the LORD descended in the cloud, and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the LORD.
6 And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious,
longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth,
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7 Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the
guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children's children, unto the third and to the fourth
generation.
So the righteous, unlike people of treachery, place their confidence in God’s love, for there abide justice and blessing.
PSALM FIFTY THREE
The psalm is David’s. The psalm reports that the entire human race is evil and that God will overthrow sinners.
Therefore the Psalmist longs for the establishment of God’s kingdom.
This psalm, with only slight changes in verses 5-6, is identical to Ps. 14.
"Ma’ha lath" (Heb. For sickness or appeasing.) is obviously a hymn tune and perhaps is an abbreviated form of "Ma’ha’lath
Le an’noth" which translates; appeasing to affliction ). It probably denotes a sad tune, something comparable to a funeral
hymn.
Ch. 53 In this psalm David laments the moral foolishness and corruption of the human race (vv. 1-5) and longs for the
establishing of the righteous kingdom of the Lord on earth (v. 6).
Folly of the Godless, and the Restoration of Israel
nabal- foolish-senseless
(Psalms 53:1) The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God." They are corrupt, and have done abominable iniquity;
There is none who does good.
David received a revelation of God’s view of the human race: they are all fools. His summary description is in this
verse: the fool believes there is no God; thus his life is corrupt and vile (i.e., abominable to God). In fact no one… does
good.
Mark 10:18
18
And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God.
()e6lo4h|<m, “God,” is substituted for Yahweh, LORD).
Vs. 53:1 Notice how doctrine (no God) affects conduct (corrupt).
(Psalms 53:2) God looks down from heaven upon the children of men, To see if there are any who understand, who seek
God.
53:2-3. He then reported the details of this revelation. God investigates the human race to see if there is one prudent
person, but the search is fruitless.
alach
(Psalms 53:3) Every one of them has turned aside; They have together become corrupt; There is none who does good, No,
not one.
Corrupt, alach, to be morally tainted
The entire human race has become corrupt ()a4lah[, “soured” like milk, used only here and in 14:3; Job 15:16). This
word for corrupt differs from the word for corrupt in
Psalm 53:1. Not… one single person is without sin .
Romans 3:10-12
10
As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:
11
There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.
12
They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.
(Psalms 53:4) Have the workers of iniquity no knowledge, Who eat up my people as they eat bread, And do not call upon
God?
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53:4-5. David expressed his amazement at the ignorance of those who persecute the righteous. He foresaw that the
wicked will be in great terror and shame when God destroys them. This judgment is so certain that the psalmist
envisioned it as already accomplished.
(Psalms 53:5) There they are in great fear Where no fear was, For God has scattered the bones of him who encamps against
you; You have put them to shame, Because God has despised them.
Vs. 53:5 This verse suggests a miraculous deliverance as the background for adapting Ps. 14 for the occasion.
2 Kings 7:6-7
6
For the Lord had made the host of the Syrians to hear a noise of chariots, and a noise of horses, even the noise of a
great host: and they said one to another, Lo, the king of Israel hath hired against us the kings of the Hittites, and the kings of
the Egyptians, to come upon us.
7
Wherefore they arose and fled in the twilight, and left their tents, and their horses, and their asses, even the camp as
it was, and fled for their life.
(Psalms 53:6) Oh, that the salvation of Israel would come out of Zion! When God brings back the captivity of His people,
Let Jacob rejoice and Israel be glad.
53:6. David expressed a yearning for the establishment of God’s kingdom when He restores the captives. Thus a
time is coming when the wicked presence of unbelievers will end and God’s people, Israel, will rejoice.
PSALM FIFTY FOUR
This is a confident prayer of David when he, being pursued by Saul, was betrayed by “the Ziphites” (cf. 1 Sam.
23:19). The Ziphites informed Saul of David's whereabouts on at least two different occasions . Though David was being
hotly pursued by ungodly men who sought his life, he confidently trusted in the Lord’s abilities for complete deliverance.
1 Samuel 23:19
Then came up the Ziphites to Saul to Gibeah, saying, Doth not David hide himself
the wood, in the hill of Hachilah, which is on the south
of Jeshimon?

with us in strong holds in

Answered Prayer for Deliverance from Adversaries
(Psalms 54:1) Save me, O God, by Your name, And vindicate me by Your strength.
54:1-2. The first part of the psalm (vv. 1-3) records David’s urgent prayer for deliverance. He based his petition on the
name of God. His “name” (cf. v. 6) represents who He is and what He has done (cf. Ex. 34:5-7). David had come to know
the mighty power of God who is able to save.
Exodus 34:5-7
5
And the LORD descended in the cloud, and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the LORD.
6
And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious,
longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth,
7
Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the
guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children's children, unto the third and to the fourth
generation.
(Psalms 54:2) Hear my prayer, O God; Give ear to the words of my mouth.
(Psalms 54:3) For strangers have risen up against me, And oppressors have sought after my life; They have not set God
before them. Selah
54:3. The reason for the appeal was that violent men were trying to destroy him. These men had no regard for God.
sustainer
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(Psalms 54:4) Behold, God is my helper; The Lord is with those who uphold my life.
54:4-5. The second portion of the psalm (vv. 4-7) records David’s confident assertion of his trust in God. He declared
that God is his Helper and Sustainer.
(Psalms 54:5) He will repay my enemies for their evil. Cut them off in Your truth.
This led him to pray that God would requite evil… on those who slandered him. He asked that God demonstrate His
faithfulness to him.
(Psalms 54:6) I will freely sacrifice to You; I will praise Your name, O LORD, for it is good.
54:6-7. In full confidence that God had heard his prayer and would deliver him from all the troubles brought on by his
foes, David promised to praise God with a freewill offering. This refers to the fellowship offerings (Lev. 3; 7) that
accompanied and expressed praises for deliverance. They were offered voluntarily by devout believers.
Freely - Willingly. With a freewill (peace) offering.
When we accept Jesus we make peace with God
Peace offerings could be of the herd (cattle, vv. 1-5), or of the flock (sheep, vv. 6-11, or goats, vv. 12-17).
These peace offerings were categorized according to three types:
(1) thank offering (7:12-15; 22:29, 30),
(2) votive offering (7:16-18; 22:18-25), and
(3) freewill offering (7:16-18; 22:18-25).
The distinctive feature of the peace offering is that it culminated in a sacrificial meal (7:15, 16; 22:29, 30); consequently, it
was restricted to bulls, sheep, or goats, as turtledoves or pigeons would have been insufficient.
The peace offering dramatized peace and reconciliation between the offerer and God .
Lev 7:11-16
11
And this is the law of the sacrifice of peace offerings, which he shall offer unto the LORD.
12
If he offer it for a thanksgiving, then he shall offer with the sacrifice of thanksgiving unleavened cakes mingled with
oil, and unleavened wafers anointed with oil, and cakes mingled with oil, of fine flour, fried.
13
Besides the cakes, he shall offer for his offering leavened bread with the sacrifice of thanksgiving of his peace
offerings.
14
And of it he shall offer one out of the whole oblation for an heave offering unto the LORD, and it shall be the
priest's that sprinkleth the blood of the peace offerings.
15
And the flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offerings for thanksgiving shall be eaten the same day that it is
offered; he shall not leave any of it until the morning.
16
But if the sacrifice of his offering be a vow, or a voluntary offering, it shall be eaten the same day that he offereth
his sacrifice: and on the morrow also the remainder of it shall be eaten:
Romans 5:1
Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:
Colossians 1:20
And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether
they be things in earth, or things in heaven.
(Psalms 54:7) For He has delivered me out of all trouble; And my eye has seen its desire upon my enemies.
For He has rescued (natsal) me totally out of my distress, and I have looked after (ra’ ah) with my own eyes what He has
done to my (Oyeb), enemies, personal and national (Desire not in original text) David the man, and David the King of
Israel
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PSALM FIFTY FIVE
An Imprecatory and Messianic Psalm
This psalm records David’s experience of persecution through the betrayal of an intimate friend. Commentators
speculate that the occasion was Ahithophel’s treachery (2 Sam. 15:31), but this is far from certain.
In the psalm David called on God to enable him to escape from his terrible plight. He lamented the oppression that had
come through being betrayed by his close friend. Yet David expressed his personal confidence in God who redeems.
2 Samuel 15:31
And one told David, saying, Ahithophel is among the conspirators with Absalom. And David said, O LORD, I pray thee,
turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness.
Trust in God Concerning the Treachery of Friends
azan - hearken
(Psalms 55:1) Give ear to my prayer, O God, And do not hide Yourself from my supplication.
Supplication, Hebrew - techinnah , personal appeal, request for favor
55:1-8. This first section records his prayer to be delivered from his terrible oppression. He cried out to God,
pleading that God hear his restless complaint (vv. 1-2a). His enemy was staring at him and angrily reviling him,
reducing him to fear… trembling, and horror (vv. 2b-5). So he longed to escape from the hostility (vv. 6-8), like a dove
flying away to a place of refuge in the desert, to a shelter (mip{la4t, “a place of escape,” used only here in the OT) from
the storm.
Heed
and respond to me
anxiety
murmur
(Psalms 55:2) Attend to me, and hear me; I am restless in my complaint, and moan noisily,
(Psalms 55:3) Because of the voice of the enemy, Because of the oppression of the wicked; For they bring down trouble
upon me, And in wrath they hate me.
Wrath - anger
Hate me - cherish animosity against me
(Psalms 55:4) My heart is severely pained within me, And the terrors of death have fallen upon me.
(Psalms 55:5) Fearfulness and trembling have come upon me, And horror has overwhelmed me.
(Psalms 55:6) So I said, "Oh, that I had wings like a dove! I would fly away and be at rest.
(Psalms 55:7) Indeed, I would wander far off, And remain in the wilderness. Selah
(Psalms 55:8) I would hasten my escape From the windy storm and tempest."
1 Kings 19:1-10
1
And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and withal how he had slain all the prophets with the sword.
2
Then Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, So let the gods do to me, and more also, if I make not thy
life as the life of one of them by to morrow about this time.
3
And when he saw that, he arose, and went for his life, and came to Beersheba, which belongeth to Judah, and left
his servant there.
4
But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a juniper tree: and he
requested for himself that he might die; and said, It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my life; for I am not better than my
fathers.
9
And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there; and, behold, the word of the LORD came to him, and he said
unto him, What doest thou here, Elijah?
10
And he said, I have been very jealous for the LORD God of hosts: for the children of Israel have forsaken thy
covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life,
to take it away.
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(Psalms 55:9) Destroy, O Lord, and divide their tongues, For I have seen violence and strife in the city.
55:9-11. The psalmist asked God to confuse the wicked who oppressed him. The basis of this imprecatory prayer is
that the city (perhaps Jerusalem) was filled with violence and strife and malice and abuse, which in turn were caused by
threats and lies by the wicked.
(Psalms 55:10) Day and night they go around it on its walls; Iniquity and trouble are also in the midst of it.
(Psalms 55:11) Destruction is in its midst; Oppression and deceit do not depart from its streets.
(Psalms 55:12) For it is not an enemy who reproaches me; Then I could bear it. Nor is it one who hates me who has exalted
himself against me; Then I could hide from him.
Psalms 55:12: One expects reproach and even attack from his enemy, but how heartbreaking it is to suffer evil at the hand of
a close associate, an intimate acquaintance (v. 13), a Christian brother (v. 14).
55:12-14. The painful part of his exposure to this destructive violence was that it came through the betrayal of a
faithful companion. David said he could have borne the oppression of an enemy or could have hidden from a foe but
far worse was the fact that he was betrayed by a close friend.
Matthew 26:46-50
46
Rise, let us be going: behold, he is at hand that doth betray me.
47
And while he yet spake, lo, Judas, one of the twelve, came, and with him a great multitude with swords and staves,
from the chief priests and elders of the people.
48
Now he that betrayed him gave them a sign, saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he: hold him fast.
49
And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, master; and kissed him.
50
And Jesus said unto him, Friend, wherefore art thou come? Then came they, and laid hands on Jesus, and took
him.
Here is one of the most touching things in the Bible. The Lord still reaches out to Judas in friendship while he is about to
betray Him.
The grace of The LORD.
Enowsh
alluph - recognized person I know
(Psalms 55:13) But it was you, a man my equal, My companion and my acquaintance.
Companion - intimate friend
David addressed the traitor (it is you), recalling how they worshiped the Lord together with the congregation (throng).
Vs. 55:13 We cannot be sure who this traitor was, though verses 20-21 tell us how he acted. David could be thinking of
Ahithophel. We are thinking of Judas Iscariot.
(Psalms 55:14) We took sweet counsel together, And walked to the house of God in the throng.
Notice now that never once in the Gospel record does Judas Iscariot call Jesus, Lord.
No one can in reality say that Jesus is Lord but by the Holy Ghost.
1 Corinthians 12:3
Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can
say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.
However, it is possible to use the term as an empty formality without believing the Lordship of Jesus the Christ.
Matthew 7:21
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21
Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of
my Father which is in heaven.
Matthew 25:11-12
11
Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us.
12
But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not.
(Psalms 55:15) Let death seize them; Let them go down alive into hell, For wickedness is in their dwellings and among
them.
55:15. Thus the psalmist wished God’s swift destruction (by death) on all his enemies (cf. v. 23).
Psalms 55:15: "Hell" translates the Hebrew she^ol. This imprecation probably alludes to the startling judgment of God
against Korah.
Num. 16:31-33
31
And it came to pass, as he had made an end of speaking all these words, that the ground clave asunder that was
under them:
32
And the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, and their houses, and all the men that appertained unto
Korah, and all their goods.
33
They, and all that appertained to them, went down alive into the pit, and the earth closed upon them: and they
perished from among the congregation.
(Psalms 55:16) As for me, I will call upon God, And the LORD shall save me.
Though the writer expresses indignation against all of his enemies, he turns to God for safety and solace
55:16-21. Expressing his confidence in the Lord, David said the LORD saves me.
(Psalms 55:17) Evening and morning and at noon I will pray, and cry aloud, And He shall hear my voice.
Knowing this, he would continue to call out to Him in his distress, for the Lord, who redeems (pa4d{a=h;) him in battle,
would hear him. God, the sovereign Ruler, hears the prayers of His own; He also hears and knows about the violence
of the wicked. Having no fear of God, they are defeated by the Lord.
(Psalms 55:18) He has redeemed my soul in peace from the battle that was against me, For there were many against me.
(Psalms 55:19) God will hear, and afflict them, Even He who abides from of old. Selah Because they do not change,
Therefore they do not fear God.
(Psalms 55:20) He has put forth his hands against those who were at peace with him; He has broken his covenant.
Included among those who do not fear God was David’s companion, who broke his covenant and became deceitfully
destructive.
(Psalms 55:21) The words of his mouth were smoother than butter, But war was in his heart; His words were softer than oil,
Yet they were drawn swords.
This “friend’s” talk was smooth and soothing but animosity was in his heart. Four times David spoke of his enemies’
words being sharp and destructive like swords.
(Psalms 55:22) Cast your burden on the LORD, And He shall sustain you; He shall never permit the righteous to be moved.
55:22-23. David’s confidence found expression in his words to the saints to entrust (cast) their burdens (cares) onto the
LORD (cf. 1 Peter 5:7). God will never forsake the righteous (cf. Deut. 31:6; Heb. 13:5).
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1 Peter 5:7
7
Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.
Deut. 31:6
6
Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the LORD thy God, he it is that doth go with
thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.
Hebrews 13:5
5
Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will
never leave thee, nor forsake thee.
(Psalms 55:23) But You, O God, shall bring them down to the pit of destruction; Bloodthirsty and deceitful men shall not
live out half their days; But I will trust in You.
But He will destroy bloodthirsty and deceitful men who afflict the righteous.
PSALM FIFTY SIX
Psalm 56 is a song of trust and prayer ( Michtam) ascribed to the time of David’s visit to Gath. The psalm is set “to
the tune of ‘A Dove on Distant Oaks.’” ( Jonath elem rechokim ) David asserted that even though his enemies waited to
destroy him, he trusted confidently in the Lord who knew his sufferings. His confidence led him to anticipate praising God
for deliverance from this danger.
The historical background is David's feigning insanity in Gath.
1 Samuel 21:10
And David arose, and fled that day for fear of Saul, and went to Achish the king of Gath.
Prayer for Relief from Tormentors
Ch. 56 This lament contains a plea for help (vv. 1-6), a petition for vengeance (vv. 7-11), and a promise to pay vows (vv. 1213).
(Psalms 56:1) Be merciful to me, O God, for man would swallow me up; Fighting all day he oppresses me.
David prayed that the Lord would destroy those who conspired to kill him.
. These verses include his introductory cry (Be merciful to me, O God) in his great peril. Proud slanderers hotly
pursued him all day long.
(Psalms 56:2) My enemies would hound me all day, For there are many who fight against me, O Most High.
(Psalms 56:3) Whenever I am afraid, I will trust in You.
56:3-7. But because his confidence was in God, whose word he praised, he realized that he need not fear mere humans
(mortal man translates ba4s8a4r, “flesh”; cf. “man” in v. 11). So again the psalmist laid his problem before the Lord and prayed
that God would destroy his enemies (vv. 5-7). The problem is that his enemies were continually twisting his words… plotting
to destroy him, and dogging his steps. He had no rest from their pursuit.
(Psalms 56:4) In God (I will praise His word), In God I have put my trust; I will not fear. What can flesh do to me?
Flesh, basar-Hebrew (the human body)
Vs. 56:4 What can mere man do to me? The implied answer to the question is, "Nothing that God does not permit."
(Psalms 56:5) All day they twist my words; All their thoughts are against me for evil.
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(Psalms 56:6) They gather together, They hide, they mark my steps, When they lie in wait for my life.
(Psalms 56:7) Shall they escape by iniquity? In anger cast down the peoples, O God!
Dimah - tears No d - skin type vessel
(Psalms 56:8) You number my wanderings; Put my tears into Your bottle; Are they not in Your book?
Sometimes, in the ancient East, mourners would catch their tears in wineskins and place them at the tombs of their
loved ones.
David reiterated his confidence that the Lord knew about his suffering and would protect him.
56:8-9. He was confident because God knew him intimately, even recording his tears. The image of his tears being
collected in a wineskin (NIV marg.) means that God did not forget his suffering. Because of that fact, he could say in
full confidence, God is for me.
Psalms 56:8: This is a figure imploring God to take notice of the reason for and the sorrow associated with each teardrop
David sheds. "Your book" is an allusion to God's "book of remembrance" (cf. Mal. 3:16). God is attentive to every detail
of his life.
Malachi 3:16-17
16
Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a book of
remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his name.
17
And they shall be mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a
man spareth his own son that serveth him.
Matthew 13:45-46
45
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls:
46
Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it.
(Psalms 56:9) When I cry out to You, Then my enemies will turn back; This I know, because God is for me.
The image of his tears being collected in a wineskin (NIV marg.) means that God did not forget his suffering.
Because of that fact, he could say in full confidence, God is for me.
(Psalms 56:10) In God (I will praise His word), In the LORD (I will praise His word),
56:10-11. Here the psalmist reworded the refrain of verse 4 (see comments there). Trusting in God’s word, he knew
that mortal man ()a4d{a4m; a different word for man is used in v. 4) is powerless to thwart God.
Adam - mankind
(Psalms 56:11) In God I have put my trust; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?
(Psalms 56:12) Vows made to You are binding upon me, O God; I will render praises to You,
56:12-13. David’s confidence led him to anticipate that God would deliver him from danger so that he might live
(walk… in the light of life) obediently before Him. As in other psalms, David was so confident God would deliver him
that he wrote in the past tense (You have delivered me). So he vowed to praise God for this with thank offerings.
(Psalms 56:13) For You have delivered my soul from death. Have You not kept my feet from falling, That I may walk
before God In the light of the living?
The peace offering could be brought
(1) as an act of thanksgiving for deliverance, answers to prayer, healing, and so on,
(2) in connection with a vow (votive offering) relative to a past or future favor
(3) purely as a freewill, voluntary act .
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The thanksgiving peace offering had to be eaten the same day it was offered; the vow or voluntary offerings might be eaten
that day and the day following, but not left till the third day.
PSALM FIFTY SEVEN
Psalm 57 resembles the preceding psalm in its message and structure, except that its mood is more triumphant. It is
attributed to the writing of David’s experience of hiding from Saul in a cave , but which cave is not known.
The historical notation can denote one of two cave experiences:
(1) when David escaped to the cave of Adullam
1 Samuel 22:1
David therefore departed thence, and escaped to the cave Adullam: and when his brethren and all his father's house heard it,
they went down thither to him.
(2) when David spared Saul's life in a cave in the Wilderness of En Gedi.
1 Samuel 23:29
And David went up from thence, and dwelt in strong holds at Engedi.
1 Samuel 24:3
And he came to the sheepcotes by the way, where was a cave; and Saul went in to cover his feet: and David and his men
remained in the sides of the cave.
The psalm consists of two sections, each ending with a refrain ,see verses 5 and 11 for similarity, in which David
expressed his desire that God be exalted. David prayed for deliverance from his destructive enemies, and then sang a song of
triumph for God’s faithful love in expectation that the wicked would be caught in their own devices.
Prayer for Safety from Enemies and Praise
Fleeing Saul, David voices prayer (vv. 1-6) and praise (vv. 7-11) for deliverance. Al-tashheth. Lit., Do not destroy.
Possibly a tune indication
(Psalms 57:1) Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me! For my soul trusts in You; And in the shadow of Your wings
I will make my refuge, Until these calamities have passed by.
57:1-3. The first stanza (vv. 1-5) is the psalmist’s cry that God would rescue him. He cried for mercy from God as
he took refuge in the shadow of God’s wings until the disaster had passed. He had no one else to turn to for safety. His
trust was well founded, however, for it was God who sent from heaven… His love (h[esed{, “loyal love”) and …
faithfulness. Because of God’s attributes David knew He would deliver him from the hot pursuit of the wicked.
in the shadow of Your wings. The Lord is the protective shade for His people.
(Psalms 57:2) I will cry out to God Most High, To God who performs all things for me.
(Psalms 57:3) He shall send from heaven and save me; He reproaches the one who would swallow me up. Selah God shall
send forth His mercy and His truth.
lovingkindness. God's steadfast love.
(Psalms 57:4) My soul is among lions; I lie among the sons of men Who are set on fire, Whose teeth are spears and arrows,
And their tongue a sharp sword.
57:4. David’s confident cry to God was followed by a lament about his predicament. He compared his enemies to
lions and other ravenous beasts that wanted to devour him. Their teeth and tongues were like military weapons as they
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slandered and blasphemed him. (On the tongue being like swords; He deplored being surrounded by taunting,
bloodthirsty men.
David had to hide from men whose hearts were aflame with enmity.
(Psalms 57:5) Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; Let Your glory be above all the earth.
In this refrain David expressed his desire that God be exalted… above the heavens and the earth. This will happen,
of course, when God defeats His enemies and vindicates His righteousness.
(Psalms 57:6) They have prepared a net for my steps; My soul is bowed down; They have dug a pit before me; Into the
midst of it they themselves have fallen. Selah
This second stanza is the psalmist’s song to God for His loyal love and faithfulness in anticipation of victory.
David spoke again of his predicament but added that he expected his foes’ destruction. They spread a net.… they
dug a pit… but they had fallen into it. This is the fourth time David had written along that line Of course the language
of nets and pits depicted the attempts of the wicked to catch him.
(Psalms 57:7) My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast; I will sing and give praise.
57:7-11. These verses are almost identical to 108:1-5. In light of the certain destruction of the wicked, David
vowed to sing a song of victory. With his faith established in the LORD, he could praise Him early in the morning in
anticipation of what God would do. David said he would praise the Lord’s love (h[esed{, “loyal love”) and faithfulness
where others would hear him.
Psalm 108:1-5
1
O God, my heart is fixed; I will sing and give praise, even with my glory.
2
Awake, psaltery and harp: I myself will awake early.
3
I will praise thee, O LORD, among the people: and I will sing praises unto thee among the nations.
4
For thy mercy is great above the heavens: and thy truth reacheth unto the clouds.
5
Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens: and thy glory above all the earth;
(Psalms 57:8) Awake, my glory! Awake, lute and harp! I will awaken the dawn.
(Psalms 57:9) I will praise You, O Lord, among the peoples; I will sing to You among the nations.
(Psalms 57:10) For Your mercy reaches unto the heavens, And Your truth unto the clouds.
(Psalms 57:11) Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; Let Your glory be above all the earth.
In the refrain in verse 11 (cf. v. 5), David again expressed his desire that God be exalted… above the heavens and
the earth.
PSALM FIFTY EIGHT
An Imprecatory Psalm
David denounced unrighteous judges who were wickedly destructive in their work. He called on God to destroy them
swiftly and irrevocably. Then the righteous would be strengthened in their cause.
The Just Judgment of the Wicked
declare
what is just Elem - oh congregation
(Psalms 58:1) Do you indeed speak righteousness, you silent ones? Do you judge uprightly, you sons of men?
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Meyshar - fairly

sons of men? Ben adam (mankind)

Ch. 58 An imprecatory psalm. David indicts unrighteous judges (vv. 1-5) and calls for their swift destruction (vv. 6-9) so
that the righteous can rejoice in God's justice (vv. 10-11).
By means of questions and answers, David decried the effect of the land’s unjust judges. The two questions in
verse one are answered in verse two.
(Psalms 58:2) No, in heart you work wickedness; You weigh out the violence of your hands in the earth.
. No is the answer to the question in verse 1. They did not do justice; they planned injustice and violence. Later Micah
wrote along the same lines about the leaders in his day (cf. Micah 3:1-3, 9-11; 6:12). These wicked judges went astray from
birth, speaking lies. They were like serpents that poison without concern for the charmer. In other words they were
deliberately destructive and deaf to remonstrance. They would not listen to correction.
Micah 3:1-3
1
And I said, Hear, I pray you, O heads of Jacob, and ye princes of the house of Israel; Is it not for you to know
judgment?
2
Who hate the good, and love the evil; who pluck off their skin from off them, and their flesh from off their bones;
3
Who also eat the flesh of my people, and flay their skin from off them; and they break their bones, and chop them in
pieces, as for the pot, and as flesh within the caldron.
Micah 6:12
12
For the rich men thereof are full of violence, and the inhabitants thereof have spoken lies, and their tongue is
deceitful in their mouth.
(Psalms 58:3) The wicked are estranged from the womb; They go astray as soon as they are born, speaking lies.
from the womb. Because of inborn sinfulness, men lie, poison others, and are deaf to all appeals (like a snake who will not
obey a snake charmer).
(Psalms 58:4) Their poison is like the poison of a serpent; They are like the deaf cobra that stops its ear,
(Psalms 58:5) Which will not heed the voice of charmers, Charming ever so skillfully.
(Psalms 58:6) Break their teeth in their mouth, O God! Break out the fangs of the young lions, O LORD!
58:6-8. David called on God to wipe out the wicked judges. He boldly asked God to break their teeth, that is, to keep
them from communicating their injustice. They were ferocious as lions , whose teeth, like fangs, needed to be torn out.
(Psalms 58:7) Let them flow away as waters which run continually; When he bends his bow, Let his arrows be as if cut in
pieces.
David also prayed that the judges would meet a sudden end, by vanishing as water evaporates, so that their arrows (i.e.,
their words) would be ineffectual;
(Psalms 58:8) Let them be like a snail which melts away as it goes, Like a stillborn child of a woman, that they may not see
the sun.
melting away as a snail perishes in a drought; and dying suddenly like a stillborn who does not see the sun.
"Like a snail which melts" may refer to the ancient belief that the slimy trail left by a snail actually represented the
dissolution of its substance.
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(Psalms 58:9) Before your pots can feel the burning thorns, He shall take them away as with a whirlwind, As in His
living and burning wrath.
"Before your pots can feel the burning thorns" means "before the cook pots of a desert traveler can be heated by a fire
fueled by thorns." The destruction of the wicked therefore will be swift.
The destruction of the wicked will be swift. A fire that burns thorns or brambles dies quickly Before… pots can be
placed on the fire, it goes out. God will sweep the wicked away before their malicious evil, like a fire, can finish its work.
A reference to two kinds of branches for firewood, it pictures God's judgment on the wicked. thorns burn quickly,
indicating the speed of God's judgment on the wicked.
(Psalms 58:10) The righteous shall rejoice when he sees the vengeance; He shall wash his feet in the blood of the wicked,
58:10-11. David anticipated the joy of those who will see God’s justice carried out on the unjust judges. Again the
language is metaphorical and hyperbolic; the righteous bathing their feet in the blood of the wicked suggests a military
victory.
(Psalms 58:11) So that men will say, "Surely there is a reward for the righteous; Surely He is God who judges in the earth."
David also anticipated that this victory would be recognized as proof that God will reward righteousness and judge the
earth. People will not be left to the decisions of unjust judges forever.
PSALM FIFTY NINE
An Imprecatory Psalm
This is a prayer by David for defense from bloodthirsty men. It has the familiar motif of unshaken trust in God. David
prayed that the Lord would make him safe and secure from his enemies, and humiliate them so that all would recognize
God’s sovereignty.
In this imprecatory psalm , David appeals for God's help (vv. 1-5), describes his dangerous situation (vv. 6-10), asks for
judgment on his enemies (vv. 11-15), and ascribes praise to God (vv. 16-17).
The setting of the psalm is identified as Saul’s siege of “David’s house” (1 Sam. 19:8-11a). Michal, however, helped
David escape through a window (1 Sam. 19:11b-14).
1 Samuel 19:8-11
8 And there was war again: and David went out, and fought with the Philistines, and
slew them with a great
slaughter; and they fled from him.
9 And the evil spirit from the LORD was upon Saul, as he sat in his house with his
javelin in his hand: and
David played with his hand.
10 And Saul sought to smite David even to the wall with the javelin; but he slipped away out of Saul's presence, and he
smote the javelin into the wall: and David fled,
and escaped that night.
11 Saul also sent messengers unto David's house, to watch him, and to slay him in the
morning: and Michal
David's wife told him, saying, If thou save not thy life to
night, to morrow thou shalt be slain.
1 Samuel 19:12-14
12 So Michal let David down through a window: and he went, and fled, and escaped.
13 And Michal took an image, and laid it in the bed, and put a pillow of goats' hair for his bolster, and covered it with a
cloth.
14 And when Saul sent messengers to take David, she said, He is sick.
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The Assured Judgment of the Wicked
(Psalms 59:1) Deliver me from my enemies, O my God; Defend me from those who rise up against me.
59:1-5. Again David prayed for deliverance from a desperate situation. He asked to be saved from evildoers…
bloodthirsty men who lay in wait to kill him, who conspired against him, even though he had done nothing wrong. God,
David said, should punish all who act so treacherously.
(Psalms 59:2) Deliver me from the workers of iniquity, And save me from bloodthirsty men.
(Psalms 59:3) For look, they lie in wait for my life; The mighty gather against me, Not for my transgression nor for my sin,
O LORD.
(Psalms 59:4) They run and prepare themselves through no fault of mine. Awake to help me, and behold!
(Psalms 59:5) You therefore, O LORD God of hosts, the God of Israel, Awake to punish all the nations; Do not be merciful
to any wicked transgressors. Selah
(Psalms 59:6) At evening they return, They growl like a dog, And go all around the city.
59:6-7. David compared his enemies to snarling… dogs that prowl about at night (cf. v. 14). By their words and deeds
they showed themselves to be arrogant, thinking that not even God heard them. Their words were sharp and offensive like
swords
(Psalms 59:7) Indeed, they belch with their mouth; Swords are in their lips; For they say, "Who hears?"
(Psalms 59:8) But You, O LORD, shall laugh at them; You shall have all the nations in derision.
59:8-10. But the psalmist was confident that his enemies would not succeed. He knew that God mocks the pagans.
Therefore he would watch for God, His Strength and Fortress (mis8gob{;) to rescue him and enable him to see the downfall of
the wicked who slandered him.
(Psalms 59:9) I will wait for You, O You his Strength; For God is my defense;
(Psalms 59:10) My God of mercy shall come to meet me; God shall let me see my desire on my enemies.
(Psalms 59:11) Do not slay them, lest my people forget; Scatter them by Your power, And bring them down, O Lord our
shield.

59:11. David prayed that the LORD, his Shield , would punish the wicked in a way that people would learn that He is
sovereign. The wicked should not simply perish, because they would be forgotten. Rather, they should be made to wander in
humiliation as outcasts and fugitives.
Vs. 59:11 David asks that the punishment of the wicked would be such as to teach the people the seriousness of sin,
especially sins of speech (v. 12). He asks that they be scattered, not slain.
(Psalms 59:12) For the sin of their mouth and the words of their lips, Let them even be taken in their pride, And for the
cursing and lying which they speak.
59:12-13. David also prayed that their proud curses and lies be exposed, that they be caught in the act and consumed so
others would know that God rules in justice.

157

(Psalms 59:13) Consume them in wrath, consume them, That they may not be; And let them know that God rules in Jacob
To the ends of the earth. Selah
(Psalms 59:14) And at evening they return, They growl like a dog, And go all around the city.
59:14-17. David was confident that despite the presence of his enemies (whom he again compared to snarling… dogs;
cf. v. 6) he would praise God for strength (cf. v. 9), love, and security (as his Fortress; cf. v. 9 and comments on 46:7, and his
Refuge, ma4no=s,
(Psalms 59:15) They wander up and down for food, And howl if they are not satisfied.
(Psalms 59:16) But I will sing of Your power; Yes, I will sing aloud of Your mercy in the morning; For You have been my
defense And refuge in the day of my trouble.
(Psalms 59:17) To You, O my Strength, I will sing praises; For God is my defense, My God of mercy.

PSALM SIXTY
Psalm 60 is a didactic psalm (“for teaching”) based on David’s experiences in military victories. It is a prayer for
victory, for when David was waging war in the north against the Arameans, Edom invaded Judah. The psalm may have
been written when or soon after David, Joab, and Abishai crushed Edom .
1 Chronicles 18:12
Moreover Abishai the son of Zeruiah slew of the Edomites in the valley of salt
eighteen thousand.
2 Sam. 8:13
And David gat him a name when he returned from smiting of the Syrians in the valley
of salt, being eighteen
thousand men.
1 Kings 11:15-16
For it came to pass, when David was in Edom, and Joab the captain of the host was gone up to bury the slain, after he
had smitten every male in Edom;
(For six months did Joab remain there with all Israel, until he had cut off every male in
Edom:)
Expositors debate whether the Edomite victory referred to should be credited to David, Joab, or Abishai. The most plausible
solution is as follows:
(1) David, as king, was commander-in-chief of all the armies of Israel;
(2) Joab was probably in charge of this particular Edomite campaign;
(3) Abishai likely was serving as the field commander under Joab.
Because David knew that both victory and defeat come from the Lord, he prayed for divine aid for victory over Israel’s
enemies. He was assured that God would help him triumph.
Urgent Prayer for the Restored Favor of God
(Psalms 60:1) O God, You have cast us off; You have broken us down; You have been displeased; Oh, restore us again!
60:1-3. The psalmist turned to the Lord to ask for restoration from Israel’s disastrous predicament—a disaster brought on by
God’s anger. The Lord had torn… open the land and staggered David’s troops. Because the disaster of defeat was brought by
the Lord, He was the only One who could bring them victory.
(Psalms 60:2) You have made the earth tremble; You have broken it; Heal its breaches, for it is shaking.
(Psalms 60:3) You have shown Your people hard things; You have made us drink the wine of confusion.
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(Psalms 60:4) You have given a banner to those who fear You, That it may be displayed because of the truth. Selah
60:4-5. The meaning of verse 4 is difficult to determine, but it seems to be reproachfully sarcastic: God had mustered
His people to war (raised a banner) but then He led them to defeat (fleeing before the enemy’s bow). Israel was championing
God’s cause, but God was letting them get defeated.
Since God had given a banner to summon them to fight victoriously, their defeat seemed inexplicable.
Psalm 60:5-12 is identical to 108:6-13.
(Psalms 60:5) That Your beloved may be delivered, Save with Your right hand, and hear me.
Therefore David asked God to deliver by His power (His right hand) those He loves.
(Psalms 60:6) God has spoken in His holiness: "I will rejoice; I will divide Shechem And measure out the Valley of
Succoth.
60:6-8. The psalmist quoted the words of the Lord that assured them victory. God had declared that because all tribes
and lands are His, He would deliver His people and subjugate their enemies. He would parcel out Shechem and… the Valley
of Succoth, that is, He would give the land to His people. Twenty miles east of Shechem, in the tribe of Ephraim, is Succoth,
a city in the tribe of Gad, near the Jordan River. Ephraim, a centrally located and large tribe in Israel, was strong. Like a
helmet she was a defense for the nation. Judah and Ephraim represent the two strongest and most influential tribes among the
twelve. Judah was the scepter of the Lord, that is, David (from Judah) was God’s ruler even though he was threatened.
Israel’s enemies would be reduced to menial labor.
Psalms 60:6: (vv. 6-12) "Shechem" (v. 6) refers to the land west of the Jordan; whereas "Succoth" (v. 6) denotes the area
known as Transjordan (east of the Jordan
Vs. 60:6-7 God assures them that He who apportioned the land is still in control of it.
Ps 89:35
Shechem is one of the oldest cities in Palestine (Gen 12:6; 37:14; 1 Ki 12:1; etc.). The modern city of Nablus, 30 miles
north of Jerusalem, is the ancient Shechem.
(Psalms 60:7) Gilead is Mine, and Manasseh is Mine; Ephraim also is the helmet for My head; Judah is My lawgiver.
"Gilead" (v. 7) was east of the Jordan, part of which was allotted to the tribe of Manasseh.
"Lawgiver" (mehoqeq, Heb., Ps. 60:7) could just as easily be translated "scepter," as it denotes ruling authority and is an
allusion to Jacob's blessing of Judah in Gen. 49:10.
Gilead, east of the Jordan River, and Manasseh, a tribe on both sides of the river, belonged to Him.
(Psalms 60:8) Moab is My washpot; Over Edom I will cast My shoe; Philistia, shout in triumph because of Me."
"Moab is My washpot" (v. 8) means that Moab, often an ally of Edom, would be degraded to a servant status.
"Over Edom I will cast My shoe" (v. 8) refers to the ancient custom of casting a shadow over a piece of land to symbolize
taking possession of it (cf. Ruth 4:7, note).
These verses are essentially identical to Psalm 108:7-13.
Vs. 60:8 Other nations are put in their places: Moab, to bathe the feet; Edom, the servant to whom the sandals are thrown;
Philistia, to provide the topic for a victory song.
Moab would be like a washbasin brought to the conqueror. Edom would be like a slave to whom God, like a warrior, would
throw his shoe. Philistia would hear God’s triumphant shout after David’s victory.
(Psalms 60:9) Who will bring me to the strong city? Who will lead me to Edom?
60:9-12. Through three rhetorical questions the psalmist acknowledged that the Lord, the One who had rejected them in
the battle (cf. vv. 1-4), would lead them to victory. But because human effort is futile, David prayed that God would give
them aid against the enemy, confident that with God… victory was theirs.
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(Psalms 60:10) Is it not You, O God, who cast us off? And You, O God, who did not go out with our armies?
(Psalms 60:11) Give us help from trouble, For the help of man is useless.
(Psalms 60:12) Through God we will do valiantly, For it is He who shall tread down our enemies.
Thus it is clear that victory or defeat belongs to God. When disaster comes, one’s only hope is God.
PSALM SIXTY ONE
David, feeling faint and inadequate, found assurance in the strength of his Rock and encouragement in God’s enduring
promises. Many have suggested that this psalm describes one of David’s narrow escapes in the rocky wilderness, but no
historical setting is given.
Assurance of God's Eternal Protection
(Psalms 61:1) HEAR my cry, O God; Attend to my prayer.
Ch. 61 Disheartened, David prays for strength and security (vv. 1-2), based on the comfort that comes from God's character
(vv. 3-4) and on the confidence that comes from His faithfulness to His promises (vv. 5-7), all of which motivates the
psalmist to give praise and thanks to God (v. 8).
61:1-2. The psalmist petitioned the Lord for strength and security because his heart was overwhelmed. He asked
that God lead him to the rock that is higher than he was.
“Rock” denotes a place of safety;
but David wanted to be led to a rock he could not reach by himself. If God did this, he would be safe.
(Psalms 61:2) From the end of the earth I will cry to You, When my heart is overwhelmed; Lead me to the rock that is
higher than I.
Vs. 61:2-4 the rock that is higher than I. An asylum that David could not reach in his own strength and that gives protection
and security
God is that asylum, pictured by four figures of speech:
refuge, tower of strength,
tent, and
shelter of Your wings.
(Psalms 61:3) For You have been a shelter for me, A strong tower from the enemy.
David expressed his confidence in the Lord who had promised strength and security.
(Psalms 61:4) I will abide in Your tabernacle forever; I will trust in the shelter of Your wings. Selah
61:3-4. David found comfort in the character of the Lord.
As his Refuge (mah[seh, “shelter from danger”; and high Tower God had defended him against his foes.
Now, however, the psalmist longed to dwell in God’s presence (in His tent and under His wings; , like a bird protected
by its mother). This is the most secure place of refuge.
(Psalms 61:5) For You, O God, have heard my vows; You have given me the heritage of those who fear Your name.
61:5-7. Then on the basis of God’s promise to him, David prayed for protection in God’s presence. God had heard him
and had given him the heritage of those who fear His name; true Israelites who feared the Lord remained loyal to David’s
kingship and did not rebel. Compare this verse (vows) with verse 8
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(Psalms 61:6) You will prolong the king's life, His years as many generations.
Thus he prayed that God would extend the king’s (his own) life and that God would continue to protect him by His love
(h[esed{, “loyal love”) and faithfulness, or His faithful love.
(Psalms 61:7) He shall abide before God forever. Oh, prepare mercy and truth, which may preserve him!
David appeals to God's covenant with him 2 Sam. 7:16
And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever.
(Psalms 61:8) So I will sing praise to Your name forever, That I may daily perform my vows.
The king vowed to sing to and praise the Lord for His protection over him. Once delivered, he would fulfill his vows
(cf. v. 5), praising the Lord daily.

PSALM SIXTY TWO
This psalm reflects David’s confident trust in the Lord in spite of opposition. In silence he waited for God, his Strength
and Security, to deliver him from his deceitful enemies. The psalm contrasts the security of trusting God with the insecurity
of relying on human devices. The psalm falls into three stanzas of four verses each.
David waits on God (vv. 1-7) and warns others to put their trust in Him, rather than in the folly of ill-gotten gain or human
strength (vv. 8-12).
A Calm Resolve to Wait for the Salvation of God
see verse 5
(Psalms 62:1) Truly my soul silently waits for God; From Him comes my salvation.
The theme of this psalm is stressed in verse 1 when David wrote that he waited in silence for God.
My soul finds rest in God alone (cf. v. 5) is literally, “Only to God is my soul silence.” Only to God did he look with
complete calmness. He knew that since God was his Rock Salvation, and Fortress, he could not be shaken . As warriors used
to feel at ease in an impregnable fortress, so David rested in the Lord.
(Psalms 62:2) He only is my rock and my salvation; He is my defense; I shall not be greatly moved.
(Psalms 62:3) How long will you attack a man? You shall be slain, all of you, Like a leaning wall and a tottering fence.
62:3-4. This confidence led David to marvel at the attempt of some people to thrust him down. The image of a tottering fence
suggests weakness and susceptibility.
Through falsehood David's enemies attempted to overthrow him in his weakened condition (leaning and tottering).
Outward with words
(Psalms 62:4) They only consult to cast him down from his high position; They delight in lies; They bless with their
mouth, But they curse inwardly. Selah
inward signifies the heart
They blessed David with their words, but in their hearts they cursed him.
As men try to topple a city wall or fence, the wicked attempted to overthrow David whom they thought was vulnerable.
They hoped to accomplish this through lies.
(Psalms 62:5) My soul, wait silently for God alone, For my expectation is from Him.
My soul finds rest in God alone (cf. v. 5) is literally, “Only to God is my soul silence.” Only to God did he look with
complete calmness
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62:5-8. Repeating that he waited in silence for the Lord, David confessed that his only hope was in God .
(Psalms 62:6) He only is my rock and my salvation; He is my defense; I shall not be moved.
Again he affirmed that God was His Source of safety (Rock), deliverance (Salvation), and security and that therefore he
was secure (he would not be shaken; .
(Psalms 62:7) In God is my salvation and my glory; The rock of my strength, And my refuge, is in God.
God was his Salvation and his Glory (Honor). Without God’s innumerable deliverances, David would have been
crushed by his foes.
Therefore the psalmist instructed the saints to pour out their hearts before Him in continual trust, realizing He is their Refuge
(mah[seh, “shelter from danger.)
(Psalms 62:8) Trust in Him at all times, you people; Pour out your heart before Him; God is a refuge for us. Selah
(Psalms 62:9) Surely men of low degree are a vapor, Men of high degree are a lie; If they are weighed on the scales, They
are altogether lighter than vapor.
62:9-10. The psalmist warned that it is foolish to trust in humans. He described how transitory life is, whether a person is
of low or high position. People are nothing but a breath (heb{el, “a vapor”;. They are so insignificant that, if weighed, the
scales would not even move.
For vanity, read "breath." Hebrew , hebel Place the wicked on a balance scale and their side goes up, since they weigh
as much as breath!
(Psalms 62:10) Do not trust in oppression, Nor vainly hope in robbery; If riches increase, Do not set your heart on them.
Their might is powerless against God. Therefore one should not trust in the powerful advances of the wicked. Riches are not
to be trusted either.
(Psalms 62:11) God has spoken once, Twice I have heard this: That power belongs to God.
62:11-12. The psalmist contrasted this with the fact that God has declared that the power is His. David heard God say
two things: that He is strong and loving.
(Psalms 62:12) Also to You, O Lord, belongs mercy; For You render to each one according to his work.
So justice will be meted out to everybody. How much better then to find rest in the powerful God than in human devices.
PSALM SIXTY THREE
The faith expressed in Psalms 61 and 62 reaches a climax in this marvelous hymn of David, written in the wilderness. It
refers to a time when David, as king, was separated from the ark, the formal place of worship (2 Sam. 15:25). The psalmist
satisfied the longing of his soul for worship by praising God for His loyal love even in his distress. As a result, he
confidently anticipated a time of joy when his enemies would be stopped.
2 Samuel 15:25
And the king said unto Zadok, Carry back the ark of God into the city: if I shall find favour in the eyes of the LORD, he
will bring me again, and shew me both it, and his habitation:
Ch. 63 in the wilderness of Judah, separated from the sanctuary in Jerusalem, David fellowships with God, who is the desire
of his being (vv. 1-4), the delight of his soul (vv. 5-8), and the defense of his life (vv. 9-11).
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Joy in the Fellowship of God
(Psalms 63:1) O God, You are my God; Early will I seek You; My soul thirsts for You; My flesh longs for You In a dry
and thirsty land Where there is no water.
David’s experience in the dry, waterless wilderness prompted him to think of the thirst of his soul for God. Because his
soul thirsted for and longed for his God, he wrote, Earnestly I seek You. This may also be translated, “Early will I seek
You.” This has prompted many believers to read this psalm in the mornings. To seek someone early suggests doing so
earnestly.
(Psalms 63:2) So I have looked for You in the sanctuary, To see Your power and Your glory.
the sanctuary. Not the Temple, as yet not built, but the temporary place of the ark.
63:2. David’s longing for God came because of his vision of God’s power (strength) and… glory. This awareness of
God came before his enemies had driven him into the wilderness. The ark was the symbol of the Lord’s glory and strength
(cf. 1 Sam. 4:21). David had had the joy of seeing the evidence of God’s presence in the sanctuary, the tabernacle in
Jerusalem.
2 Sam. 6:17
17
And they brought in the ark of the LORD, and set it in his place, in the midst of the tabernacle that David had
pitched for it: and David offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before the LORD.
(Psalms 63:3) Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, My lips shall praise You.
63:3-4. In spite of his separation from the sanctuary, David found satisfaction in praising God, for it brought joy and comfort
to his heart. He praised God for his loyal love, which is better than life. This was the praise of one who, when in a dry desert
(v. 1), thought more of God than of life-sustaining water.
(Psalms 63:4) Thus I will bless You while I live; I will lift up my hands in Your name.
(Psalms 63:5) My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness, And my mouth shall praise You with joyful lips.
63:5-6. Moreover, praising God would satisfy his soul as much as the richest of foods would satisfy his body. Praise to
Him gave vitality to his spiritual life. Praising God is the natural expression of a heart that meditates on God, a heart that
thinks of Him through… the night.
(Psalms 63:6) When I remember You on my bed, I meditate on You in the night watches.
Vs. 63:6-8 David meditated on God throughout the night, finding protection under His wings and upheld by the strength of
His right hand.
(Psalms 63:7) Because You have been my help, Therefore in the shadow of Your wings I will rejoice.
63:7-8. The immediate cause of the psalmist’s meditation and praise was the safety and support he found in God.
Because God was his Help and Strength (His right hand upheld him), David stayed close to Him in the shadow of His
wings and continued to praise Him by singing.
(Psalms 63:8) My soul follows close behind You; Your right hand upholds me.
(Psalms 63:9) But those who seek my life, to destroy it, Shall go into the lower parts of the earth.
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63:9-11. David turned from his thoughts on praise as the food of the soul to his present situation. But in view of what he
knew of God, he fully anticipated that his enemies would be destroyed and suffer ignominious deaths.
(Psalms 63:10) They shall fall by the sword; They shall be a portion for jackals.
foxes or jackals. I.e., scavengers.
(Psalms 63:11) But the king shall rejoice in God; Everyone who swears by Him shall glory; But the mouth of those who
speak lies shall be stopped.
the king..,

David himself.

For this deliverance he, the king, would rejoice in God, as all who are loyal to Him have occasion to do.
Praise, then, is essential for one’s spiritual life. It should stem spontaneously from God’s intervention on behalf of a
believer. Praise, in other words, is an evidence that God is at work, meeting His people’s needs.
PSALM SIXTY FOUR
This is another of David’s prayers for God’s judgment on the enemies of the righteous. David prayed for
protection from those who conspired against him. He then delineated their malicious plans against the righteous. He
was convinced that God would turn these schemes on the wicked themselves.
Oppressed by the Wicked but Rejoicing in the LORD
Hebrew - siyach - my complaints
terror - dread
(Psalms 64:1) Hear my voice, O God, in my meditation; Preserve my life from fear of the enemy.
64:1-2. David introduced this psalm with a cry of complaint to God. Lamenting that a crowd of evildoers had
conspired against him, he told God he needed His protection.
Ch. 64 This psalm relates the plot of David's enemies (vv. 1-6) and their punishment by God (vv. 7-10).
Vs. 64:1 complaint. I.e., troubled thoughts. Siyach, meditation
conceal
assembled company - who seek evil injury
(Psalms 64:2) Hide me from the secret plots of the wicked, From the rebellion of the workers of iniquity, (the tumultuous
crowd of sorrow makers)
language- speach
(Psalms 64:3) Who sharpen their tongue like a sword, And bend (their bows toshoot) their arrows; bitter words,
64:3-4. David described how the wicked prepare their attack on the innocent. He compared their speech to swords (cf.
55:21; 57:4; 59:7) and arrows—weapons that pierce and destroy.
Vs. 64:3 Sins of the tongue are again condemned.
(Psalms 64:4) That they may shoot in secret at the blameless; Suddenly they shoot at him and do not fear.
Their slanderous attacks came suddenly like an ambush. They were confident in what they did; they attacked
others without fear.

Unpleasant uttering
Bait - lure
(Psalms 64:5) They encourage themselves in an evil matter; They talk of laying snares secretly; They say, "Who will see
them?" (who will regard them?)
compromise by the upright allows the wicked to continue in their injustice .
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64:5-6. Moreover, the wicked encouraged each other in their plans to do injustice. They thought they had a perfect
crime, assuming they could sin without being discovered. This, David concluded, shows how cunning (cf. 83:3) a
human heart can be.
Psalm 83:3 Psalm of Asaph
They have taken crafty counsel against thy people, and consulted against thy hidden ones.
Search out violent deeds of unrighteousness
a plot or trick
(Psalms 64:6) They devise iniquities: "We have perfected a shrewd scheme." Both the inward thought and the heart of
man are deep.(moral inner character of man)
(Psalms 64:7) But God shall shoot at them with an arrow; Suddenly they shall be wounded. (defeated)
64:7-8a. David predicted that God would intervene and strike them. They might be cunning (v. 6) but God will
shoot them with arrows. This is justice in which the punishment fits the crime. Their tongues, like arrows against others
(v. 3), will be turned against them by God, and their slanderous plans (cf. vv. 5-6) will actually bring themselves to ruin.
(Psalms 64:8) So He will make them stumble over their own tongue; All who see them shall flee away. (Depart from themall that look upon them.)
Vs. 64:8 Their own tongues will eventually trip them up.
(Psalms 64:9) All men shall fear, And shall declare the work of God; For they shall wisely consider His doing.
64:8b-10. Everyone who would see them would scorn them for their evil plans. Moreover, seeing the destruction of
the wicked, people would fear the LORD and tell of His works. God’s judgment would have a lasting effect on people.
(Psalms 64:10) The righteous shall be glad in the LORD, and trust in Him. And all the upright in heart shall glory.
As for the righteous, they will have reason to rejoice, to renew their trust in Him as their Refuge, and to praise Him.
PSALM SIXTY FIVE
David may have written this psalm to be sung annually when the first grain of the year’s barley harvest was
brought to the Lord and waved by the priest as a dedication offering and comments there). It is a song of harvest
blessing in celebration of God’s goodness to His people. In this “song” David declared that God, who hears prayers,
atones for sin, a provision that results in God’s bounty. David also announced that God uses His supernatural power to aid
His people. Based on these displays of God’s good pleasure, the songwriter anticipated God’s blessing on the land, which
would bring the people prosperity.
Lev. 23:9-14
9
And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
10
Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye be come into the land which I give unto you, and
shall reap the harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest unto the priest:
11
And he shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be accepted for you: on the morrow after the sabbath the priest
shall wave it.
12
And ye shall offer that day when ye wave the sheaf an he lamb without blemish of the first year for a burnt
offering unto the LORD.
13
And the meat offering thereof shall be two tenth deals of fine flour mingled with oil, an offering made by fire unto
the LORD for a sweet savour: and the drink offering thereof shall be of wine, the fourth part of an hin.
14
And ye shall eat neither bread, nor parched corn, nor green ears, until the selfsame day that ye have brought an
offering unto your God: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your generations in all your dwellings.
The Levitical Offerings and the implications and explanations.
The five types of Levitical offerings are:
(1) burnt offering (Leviticus 1:3-17; 6:8-13),
(2) grain offering (2:1-16; 6:14-18),
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(3) peace offering (3:1-17; 7:11-20),
(4) sin offering (4:1-5:13; 6:24-30),
(5) trespass offering (5:14-6:7; 7:1-7).
The first three are "sweet-aroma" offerings, especially for worship and consecration; the latter two are not sweet-aroma
offerings, since they are made for pardon and forgiveness . All the Levitical offerings were animal or blood sacrifices except
the grain offering.
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Praise to God for His Salvation and Providence
(Psalms 65:1) Praise is awaiting You, O God, in Zion; And to You the vow shall be performed.
In this thanksgiving hymn, David praises God for His favor (vv. 1-4), for His greatness (vv. 5-8), and for His harvest (vv.
9-13). Thus God is magnified as Redeemer, Creator, and Provider.
Zion. Jerusalem.
(Psalms 65:2) O You who hear prayer, To You all flesh will come.
The psalmist expressed his conviction that when God atones for sin He blesses abundantly. The psalm begins with a mention
of mankind’s preparation to praise God because He hears prayer
(Psalms 65:3) Iniquities prevail against me; As for our transgressions, You will provide atonement for them.
The occasion for the prayer was apparently their overwhelming sins, but God atoned for their transgressions.
(Psalms 65:4) Blessed is the man You choose, And cause to approach You, That he may dwell in Your courts. We shall be
satisfied with the goodness of Your house, Of Your holy temple.
Psalm 1:1
Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat
of the scornful.
One who thereby is brought near to the presence of the Lord will experience happiness (he is blessed; cf. 1:1) and
satisfaction . Atonement for sin made possible the praise of the people and their entrance on festival days into the courts of
the tabernacle (the word for temple is he=k{a4l, a magnificent house)
(Psalms 65:5) By awesome deeds in righteousness You will answer us, O God of our salvation, You who are the confidence
of all the ends of the earth, And of the far-off seas;
The psalmist was confident that God answers prayer; He is the hope of people in the farthest regions of the earth.
(Psalms 65:6) Who established the mountains by His strength, Being clothed with power;
God’s answers to prayer often come by awesome deeds; this is natural for God. He demonstrated His power and strength
by forming the mountains and
(Psalms 65:7) You who still the noise of the seas, The noise of their waves, And the tumult of the peoples.
soothing the seas and their waves. God’s wonders bring fear to people and songs of joy throughout the world (where
morning dawns and evening fades).
(Psalms 65:8) They also who dwell in the farthest parts are afraid of Your signs; You make the outgoings of the morning
and evening rejoice.
(Psalms 65:9) You visit the earth and water it, You greatly enrich it; The river of God is full of water; You provide their
grain, For so You have prepared it.
65:9-13. The psalmist was convinced that Israel would have an abundantly good year when God poured out His
blessings on the land. Verse 9a summarizes God’s care for the land, and verses 9b-13a develop the theme of God’s blessings
on the land. God’s control of the water produces the grain (v. 9b);
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(Psalms 65:10) You water its ridges abundantly, You settle its furrows; You make it soft with showers, You bless its
growth.
God’s rain showers prepare the land for produce (v. 10).
(Psalms 65:11) You crown the year with Your goodness, And Your paths drip with abundance.
God’s blessing produces an abundant harvest (v. 11);
(Psalms 65:12) They drop on the pastures of the wilderness, And the little hills rejoice on every side.
God causes uncultivated areas to be enriched with grass (v. 12).
(Psalms 65:13) The pastures are clothed with flocks; The valleys also are covered with grain; They shout for joy, they also
sing.
In a word, the flocks and grain flourish under His blessing (v. 13a).
The psalmist concluded that all of nature shouts for joy (v. 13b), that is, abundant fruitfulness testifies to God’s blessing.
PSALM SIXTY SIX
This is another psalm of thanksgiving to the Lord. It too, like Psalm 65, may have been written to celebrate a festive
occasion, but the precise occasion is unknown. In the first section (vv. 1-12) the psalmist (not specified as David) wrote in
the first person plural (“us,” “our”), and in the second section (vv. 13-20) he wrote in the first person singular (“I,” “me,”
“my”). In the psalm the nation acknowledged God’s deliverance and called on the nations to join her in praising the Lord. A
devotional Psalm.
Praise to God for His Awesome Works
(Psalms 66:1) Make a joyful shout to God, all the earth!

Verses 1-9 are addressed to the nations, and verses 10-12 are addressed to God. The psalmist called on nations
everywhere to praise the Lord for His great deliverance of Israel.
66:1-4. All the earth, that is, everyone on it, was urged to praise the Lord by shouting (v. 1), singing (vv. 2, 4), and
speaking (vv. 3-4). They were encouraged to be jubilant because of His awesome works (cf. v. 5), which resulted in His
enemies cringing before His great… power.
Ch. 66 In celebration of some national deliverance, the psalmist calls on all the earth to praise God (vv. 1-12), and, as the
representative of the nation, he offers sacrifice and praise (vv. 13-15) and exhorts the people to prayer and praise (vv. 16-20).
(Psalms 66:2) Sing out the honor of His name; Make His praise glorious.
(Psalms 66:3) Say to God, "How awesome are Your works! Through the greatness of Your power Your enemies shall
submit themselves to You.
(Psalms 66:4) All the earth shall worship You And sing praises to You; They shall sing praises to Your name." Selah
(Psalms 66:5) Come and see the works of God; He is awesome in His doing toward the sons of men.
66:5-7. The psalmist then called on the nations to see that God’s awesome… works (cf. v. 3) on behalf of man
demonstrate His sovereignty. Israel’s crossing the Red Sea and the Jordan River were notable acts of God’s power of
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deliverance. Therefore people should realize that He rules forever by His power, putting down rebels and delivering His
people.
(Psalms 66:6) He turned the sea into dry land; They went through the river on foot. There we will rejoice in Him.
Psalms 66:6: God's two mighty water miracles are recalled here:(1) the Exodus from Egypt, which involved the crossing of
the Red Sea (cf. Ex. 14:21-27); and (2) the entrance into the land of Canaan, which entailed the crossing of the Jordan River
(cf. Josh. 3:14-17).
Vs. 66:6 A reference to the deliverance from Egypt (Ex. 14-15), an event viewed with the greatest awe in the Psalms (18:1519; 68:7-8; 74:13-15; 77:16-20; 78:13, 52, 53; 89:7-10; 106:7-12; 136:10-15).
(Psalms 66:7) He rules by His power forever; His eyes observe the nations; Do not let the rebellious exalt themselves. Selah
(Psalms 66:8) Oh, bless our God, you peoples! And make the voice of His praise to be heard,
66:8-9. Israel then called on the peoples of the earth to bless God because by these and other awesome deeds He
had preserved them.
(Psalms 66:9) Who keeps our soul among the living, And does not allow our feet to be moved.
(Psalms 66:10) For You, O God, have tested us; You have refined us as silver is refined.
66:10-12. Here the nation acknowledged that God had tested them with all kinds of burdens and oppressions, but finally
brought them to the place of abundant blessing. This acknowledged that it was God who led them all the way and delivered
them.
(Psalms 66:11) You brought us into the net; You laid affliction on our backs.
the net. The power of their enemies.
(Psalms 66:12) You have caused men to ride over our heads; We went through fire and through water; But You brought
us out to rich fulfillment.
ride over our heads. Depicts the triumph of their enemies.
(Psalms 66:13) I will go into Your house with burnt offerings; I will pay You my vows,

The psalmist, the leader of the congregation, offered animal sacrifices and declarative praise to God.
66:13-15. In these verses he addressed God and in verses 16-20 he addressed the congregation. The psalmist said he
would go to God’s temple and offer burnt offerings. This would fulfill a vow he made when he cried out of distress (trouble).
(Psalms 66:14) Which my lips have uttered And my mouth has spoken when I was in trouble.
(Psalms 66:15) I will offer You burnt sacrifices of fat animals, With the sweet aroma of rams; I will offer bulls with goats.
Selah
(Psalms 66:16) Come and hear, all you who fear God, And I will declare what He has done for my soul.
66:16-20. Here he addressed the congregation in praise to God (a declarative praise). He told them that God responded
to his prayer (I cried out to Him) and God delivered him. However, it would not have happened that way if he had clung to
sin (cf. Prov. 28:9; Isa. 59:2). But God did listen and answer his prayer. The point is clear: God’s people, when in need,
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should purify their hearts and pray to Him. Then He will answer and not withhold His loyal love, and other believers may
praise and exalt Him.
(Psalms 66:17) I cried to Him with my mouth, And He was extolled with my tongue.
(Psalms 66:18) If I regard iniquity in my heart, The Lord will not hear.
"Regard" means here "to look with favor upon" or "plan." The believer must take the same attitude toward sin which God
takes. A clear conscience, i.e., one devoid of a desire for sin, is necessary for effectual prayer
Heb. 10:22; 1 John 3:21).
Isaiah 59:2
But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not
hear.
Hebrews 10:22
22
Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and
our bodies washed with pure water.
1 John 3:21
Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God.
Sin disqualifies the suppliant; a blameless heart gives assurance that God hears our prayers
(Psalms 66:19) But certainly God has heard me; He has attended to the voice of my prayer.
(Psalms 66:20) Blessed be God, Who has not turned away my prayer, Nor His mercy from me!
and pray to Him. Then He will answer and not withhold His loyal love, and other believers may praise and exalt
Him.
PSALM SIXTY SEVEN
Having prayed for God’s mercy and blessing so that His saving ways may be known (Ps. 66), the psalmist now
called on the people to praise God for His righteous judgments so that they might enjoy His bounty.
An Invocation and a Doxology
(Psalms 67:1) God be merciful to us and bless us, And cause His face to shine upon us. Selah

67:1-2. The writer asked for God’s merciful dealings by using part of the priestly blessing (v. 1; see Num. 6:24-26).
God’s making His face shine on them refers to divine favor and approval (cf. comments on Ps. 4:6). The purpose of this
prayer is that God’s saving ways would be known throughout the world. For if God saved them, others would hear of it.
This psalm of thanksgiving invokes God's continued blessing on Israel so that the nations may experience His salvation,
justice, and bounty, and so praise Him.
(Psalms 67:2) That Your way may be known on earth, Your salvation among all nations.
(Psalms 67:3) Let the peoples praise You, O God; Let all the peoples praise You.
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67:3-7. In verses 3-4 the psalmist called on people to praise… God with joy because He rules justly. In verses 5-7 he
called on them to praise… God so that He in turn would bless them by giving them a bountiful harvest. Recognizing God’s
blessings encourages people to fear(hold in reverence) and worship Him.
(Psalms 67:4) Oh, let the nations be glad and sing for joy! For You shall judge the people righteously, And govern the
nations on earth. Selah
(Psalms 67:5) Let the peoples praise You, O God; Let all the peoples praise You.
(Psalms 67:6) Then the earth shall yield her increase; God, our own God, shall bless us.
The earth has yielded. An abundant harvest gave assurance of future blessing.
(Psalms 67:7) God shall bless us, And all the ends of the earth shall fear Him.
PSALM SIXTY EIGHT
Messianic Psalm
The greatest triumph to which the psalm is related is Christ’s Ascension, for Psalm 68:18 was paraphrased and
applied to Him by Paul
Eph. 4:8
Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.
This victorious hymn calls for the wicked to flee before God (vv. 1-6), celebrates God's victorious march from Egypt to
Jerusalem (vv. 7-18) and His power exercised in the choice of Jerusalem (vv. 19-31), and calls on the nations to praise Him
(vv. 32-35).
The psalmist reviewed the history of Israel from the wilderness wanderings to the occupation and conquest of the land.
He emphasized God’s choice of Zion, which resulted in Israel’s taking many Canaanites as captives and the Israelites
receiving gifts or spoils from the captives. This is the reason he sang praises: God was marching triumphantly on behalf of
the oppressed. David called on others to join him in praising their strong Lord.
The Glory of God in His Goodness to Israel
(Psalms 68:1) Let God arise, Let His enemies be scattered; Let those also who hate Him flee before Him.
. David prayed that God would show His awesome power. The words in verse 1 are almost the same as the words Moses said
whenever the Israelites set out on their march in the wilderness.
Numbers 10:35
And it came to pass, when the ark set forward, that Moses said, Rise up, LORD, and let thine enemies be scattered;
and let them that hate thee flee
(Psalms 68:2) As smoke is driven away, So drive them away; As wax melts before the fire, So let the wicked perish at the
presence of God.
When God arises in power the wicked perish like smoke… blown away by the wind and as wax melts before the fire.
(Psalms 68:3) But let the righteous be glad; Let them rejoice before God; Yes, let them rejoice exceedingly.
The righteous, safe from the wicked, rejoice greatly
Prov. 28:12
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When righteous men do rejoice, there is great glory: but when the wicked rise, a man is hidden.
Proverbs 29:2
When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice: but when the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn.
(Psalms 68:4) Sing to God, sing praises to His name; Extol Him who rides on the clouds, By His name YAH, And rejoice
before Him.
"Yah" (In English ,THE LORD) is an abbreviated form of Yahweh (Heb.), the personal name for the covenant God of
Israel, the pronunciation of which was lost because the Israelites considered it too sacred to vocalize In the English Bible
Yahweh is usually translated LORD.
Ex. 3:14-15
14
And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM
hath sent me unto you.
15
And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, The LORD God of your
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this is my name for ever, and
this is my memorial unto all generations.
Other Hebrew names for God used in this psalm are: Elohim (v. 1), El Shaddai (v. 14), Yahweh (v. 16), Yah Elohim (v.
18), Adonai (v. 19), and Yahweh Adonai (v. 20).
David invited the people to praise in song the One who rides on the clouds.
Isaiah 19:1
The burden of Egypt. Behold, the LORD rideth upon a swift cloud, and shall come into Egypt: and the idols of Egypt shall
be moved at his presence, and the heart of Egypt shall melt in the midst of it.
(Psalms 68:5) A father of the fatherless, a defender of widows, Is God in His holy habitation.
He delivers and comforts the downtrodden (fatherless and widows) and oppressed (prisoners), while leaving the rebellious
desolate in the desert.
(Psalms 68:6) God sets the solitary in families; He brings out those who are bound into prosperity; But the rebellious dwell
in a dry land.
Vs. 68:6 into prosperity. Better, into singing. the rebellious. Who died in the wilderness, rather than entering Canaan
(Psalms 68:7) O God, when You went out before Your people, When You marched through the wilderness, Selah
When God led His people… through the wilderness wasteland, earthquakes and rain occurred.
Deut. 4:20
But the LORD hath taken you, and brought you forth out of the iron furnace, even out of Egypt, to be unto him a people
of inheritance, as ye are this day.
The psalmist now traced the development of the Lord’s “movement” from the wilderness to His occupation of Zion.
(Psalms 68:8) The earth shook; The heavens also dropped rain at the presence of God; Sinai itself was moved at the
presence of God, the God of Israel.
With reference to the quaking of Mount Sinai, the site of the ratification of the Mosaic covenant,
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Ex. 19:18
And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the LORD descended upon it in fire: and the smoke thereof ascended
as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly.
(Psalms 68:9) You, O God, sent a plentiful rain, Whereby You confirmed Your inheritance, When it was weary.
The "plentiful rain" is figurative language for God's gracious and bountiful provisions of manna and quail during the
wilderness wanderings (cf. Ex. 16:12-15).
Weary in the desert, His people (called His inheritance; cf. comments on were refreshed by the rainfall.
Exodus 16:12-15
12
I have heard the murmurings of the children of Israel: speak unto them, saying, At even ye shall eat flesh, and in the
morning ye shall be filled with bread; and ye shall know that I am the LORD your God.
13
And it came to pass, that at even the quails came up, and covered the camp: and in the morning the dew lay round
about the host.
14
And when the dew that lay was gone up, behold, upon the face of the wilderness there lay a small round thing, as
small as the hoar frost on the ground.
15
And when the children of Israel saw it, they said one to another, It is manna: for they wist not what it was. And
Moses said unto them, This is the bread which the LORD hath given you to eat.
(Psalms 68:10) Your congregation dwelt in it; You, O God, provided from Your goodness for the poor.
And God graciously provided for the poor.
(Psalms 68:11) The Lord gave the word; Great was the company of those who proclaimed it:
The psalmist then rehearsed the victorious occupation of the land of Canaan from which kings (vv. 12, 14) were driven
out.
Proclaimed it-Israel's victories were commonly celebrated by women singing and dancing
Ex. 15:20
And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand; and all the women went out after her with
timbrels and with dances.
1 Sam. 18:6-7
6
And it came to pass as they came, when David was returned from the slaughter of the Philistine, that the women
came out of all cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet king Saul, with tabrets, with joy, and with instruments of
musick.
7
And the women answered one another as they played, and said, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten
thousands.
(Psalms 68:12) "Kings of armies flee, they flee, And she who remains at home divides the spoil.
(Psalms 68:13) Though you lie down among the sheepfolds, You will be like the wings of a dove covered with silver, And
her feathers with yellow gold."
Even though some Israelites refused to join the battle, God nevertheless blessed His people (dove) with the spoils of
conquest.
(Psalms 68:14) When the Almighty scattered kings in it, It was white as snow in Zalmon.
The snow… on Zalmon may suggest that God’s victory was as refreshing as freshly fallen snow.
When God dispersed the kings of Canaan, it was like snowflakes driven by the wind (or melting) against the dark wooded
slopes of Zalmon (a hill near Shechem).
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(Psalms 68:15) A mountain of God is the mountain of Bashan; A mountain of many peaks is the mountain of Bashan.
Psalms 68:15: "The mountain of Bashan" is to be identified as Mount Hermon .
68:15-18. These verses speak of the Lord’s choosing Zion above other mountains and of His triumphant entry into it like
a conqueror. The great mountains of the land of Bashan refer to the Hermon mountain range, only a few miles north of
Bashan.
Vs. 68:15-16 the mountain of Bashan. Probably a reference to the Mount Hermon range. These mountains are depicted as
jealous of Mount Zion (Jerusalem), which God chose for His dwelling place.
(Psalms 68:16) Why do you fume with envy, you mountains of many peaks? This is the mountain which God desires to
dwell in; Yes, the LORD will dwell in it forever.
(Psalms 68:17) The chariots of God are twenty thousand, Even thousands of thousands; The Lord is among them as in
Sinai, in the Holy Place.
Choosing Zion for His dwelling place, God entered the city with a vast company (thousands of thousands) of angelic hosts,
pictured here as riding in chariots. Thus the Lord went all the way from Sinai (cf. v. 8) to His sanctuary in Zion. His entrance
into Jerusalem (when David conquered it, 2 Sam. 5:6-8, or when David moved the ark to Jerusalem, 2 Sam. 6) was like a
mighty conqueror ascending on high with captives, receiving tribute from the vanquished, the rebellious.
Messianic Verse
(Psalms 68:18) You have ascended on high, You have led captivity captive; You have received gifts among men, Even
from the rebellious, That the LORD God might dwell there.
This messianic verse looks forward to the ascension of Christ.
The fact that the first half of the verse is quoted in Eph. 4:8 (with reference to the ministry of the ascended Christ) makes this
a messianic psalm .
Ephesians 4:8
Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.
Psalm 68:18 was referred to by Paul in Ephesians 4:8 . However, rather than quoting the Hebrew, Paul apparently
followed the Jewish interpretation of the day (the Targum), which paraphrased this verse as follows: “You did ascend to the
firmament, O Prophet Moses! You led captivity captive; you taught the words of the Law; you gave [not ‘received,’ as in the
Heb.] gifts to the sons of men.” (This interpretation saw Moses as God’s representative.) Paul followed this Jewish exegesis
because it explained that the conqueror distributed the gifts to His loyal subjects. The apostle applied that idea to Christ’s
victory over the forces of evil and His granting spiritual gifts (Eph. 4:11) to those on His side. By this analogy (based more
on the Jewish interpretation of the psalm than on the exact Heb. wording) Paul emphasized the greatness of believers’
spiritual victory in Christ.
Ephesians 4:11
11
And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;
(Psalms 68:19) Blessed be the Lord, Who daily loads us with benefits, The God of our salvation! Selah
David praised the LORD… God who bears believers’ burdens and saves them from death.
(Psalms 68:20) Our God is the God of salvation; And to GOD the Lord belong escapes from death.
(Psalms 68:21) But God will wound the head of His enemies, The hairy scalp of the one who still goes on in His trespasses.
David was convinced that God’s entrance into Zion on behalf of His people would result in the complete destruction of His
and her enemies.
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(Psalms 68:22) The Lord said, "I will bring back from Bashan, I will bring them back from the depths of the sea,
He would bring Israel from dangers and from other awesome experiences (as when she crossed the Red Sea, suggested by
the words the depths of the sea.
Isaiah 51:10
Art thou not it which hath dried the sea, the waters of the great deep; that hath made the depths of the sea a way for the
ransomed to pass over?
(Psalms 68:23) That your foot may crush them in blood, And the tongues of your dogs may have their portion from your
enemies."
God would cause Israel to be victorious over her enemies, pictured as putting her feet in their blood while dogs licked the
blood .
1 Kings 22:38
And one washed the chariot in the pool of Samaria; and the dogs licked up his blood; and they washed his armour; according
unto the word of the LORD which he spake.
(Psalms 68:24) They have seen Your procession, O God, The procession of my God, my King, into the sanctuary.
. God’s triumphal entrance into Zion and the sanctuary is again described here, pictured like a victory parade with
singers and other musicians.
(Psalms 68:25) The singers went before, the players on instruments followed after; Among them were the maidens playing
timbrels.
(Psalms 68:26) Bless God in the congregations, The Lord, from the fountain of Israel.
All who saw God’s victorious entrance should praise Him.
(Psalms 68:27) There is little Benjamin, their leader, The princes of Judah and their company, The princes of Zebulun
and the princes of Naphtali.
The tribes of Benjamin and Judah, one small and one large, represent the southern portion of the kingdom and Zebulun
and Naphtali represent the northern portion.
Perhaps the last two are mentioned because of the praise bestowed on them in Deborah and Barak’s song
Judges 5:18
18
Zebulun and Naphtali were a people that jeoparded their lives unto the death in the high places of the field.
(Psalms 68:28) Your God has commanded your strength; Strengthen, O God, what You have done for us.
68:28-31. The writer then asked God to demonstrate His power again.
(Psalms 68:29) Because of Your temple at Jerusalem, Kings will bring presents to You.
(Psalms 68:30) Rebuke the beasts of the reeds, The herd of bulls with the calves of the peoples, Till everyone submits
himself with pieces of silver. Scatter the peoples who delight in war.
Vs. 68:30 the beasts in the reeds. Symbolic of the Egyptians.
The beast among the reeds (v. 30) is a symbolic representation of the enemy, perhaps Egypt (v. 31). Bulls suggests
Egypt’s strength.
Seeing His strength and His temple, pagan kings would pay tribute in submission to Him.
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(Psalms 68:31) Envoys will come out of Egypt; Ethiopia will quickly stretch out her hands to God.
But envoys from this people and from Cush, her neighbor to the south, eventually would be humbled and scattered, and
would submit… to God.
(Psalms 68:32) Sing to God, you kingdoms of the earth; Oh, sing praises to the Lord, Selah
The psalmist called the nations to sing praise to the Rider of the… skies, in recognition of His power and majesty
displayed in Israel and in the skies and given to His people.
(Psalms 68:33) To Him who rides on the heaven of heavens, which were of old! Indeed, He sends out His voice, a mighty
voice.
(Psalms 68:34) Ascribe strength to God; His excellence is over Israel, And His strength is in the clouds.
(Psalms 68:35) O God, You are more awesome than Your holy places. The God of Israel is He who gives strength and
power to His people. Blessed be God!

PSALM SIXTY NINE
An Imprecatory and Messianic Psalm
David pleaded with God to rescue him from destruction because he bore reproach and rejection by his brethren for the
Lord’s sake. Praying that God would requite the inhumanity of his oppressors, he looked forward to universal praise and
restoration.
This psalm, one of the most quoted psalms in the N.T., is a great messianic psalm; it is also classified as an imprecatory
psalm because of verses. 22-28.
The New Testament quotations from this Psalm indicate in what way it foreshadows Christ.
references taken from this 69th Psalm

Notice the following verse

It is the Psalm of His humiliation and rejection ( see verses 4, 7 - 8, 10 - 12 ).
Verses 14 - 20 may well describe the exercises of His holy soul in Gethsemane
Matthew 26:36 - 45
36
Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called Gethsemane, and saith unto the disciples, Sit ye here, while I go
and pray yonder.
37
And he took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and very heavy.
38
Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with me.
39
And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass
from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.
40
And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, could ye not watch with me
one hour?
41
Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.
42
He went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from me,
except I drink it, thy will be done.
43
And he came and found them asleep again: for their eyes were heavy.
44
And he left them, and went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words.
45
Then cometh he to his disciples, and saith unto them, Sleep on now, and take your rest: behold, the hour is at hand,
and the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.
Whereas verse 21 is a direct reference to the cross
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John 19:28 - 30
28
After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst.
29
Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and they filled a spunge with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put it
to his mouth.
30
When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.
The imprecatory section (verses 22 - 28) is connected to
Rom 11:9 - 10
9
And David saith, Let their table be made a snare,and a trap, and a stumblingblock, and a recompence unto them:
10
Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and bow down their back alway.
with the present judicial blindness of Israel, verse 25 having special reference to Judas
Acts 1:20
For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be desolate, and let no man dwell therein: and his bishoprick let
another take.
For other messianic implications,
verse 8 with
John 7:3-5
3
His brethren therefore said unto him, Depart hence, and go into Judaea, that thy disciples also may see the works
that thou doest.
4
For there is no man that doeth any thing in secret, and he himself seeketh to be known openly. If thou do these
things, shew thyself to the world.
5
For neither did his brethren believe in him.
verse 9 with
John 2:17
17
And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.
Rom. 15:3
3
For even Christ pleased not himself; but, as it is written, The reproaches of them that reproached thee fell on me.
verse 21 with
Matt. 27:34
34
They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and when he had tasted thereof, he would not drink.
verse 25 with
Matt. 23:38
38
Behold, your house is left unto you desolate.
Chapter 69 This lament may be outlined as follows:
David's despair in persecution (vv. 1-12),
his desire for punishment (of his enemies) (vv. 13-28),
and his declaration of praise (vv. 29-36).
An Urgent Plea for Help in Trouble
(Psalms 69:1) Save me, O God! For the waters have come up to my neck.
69:1-4. In his troubles the psalmist turned to the Lord. He used the imagery of drowning to describe his being at the
brink of death, and would have died if God had not rescued him. His problem was brought on by numberless enemies who
sought to destroy him. They hated him for no reason and forced him to give up his possessions (which he did not steal).
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(Psalms 69:2) I sink in deep mire, Where there is no standing; I have come into deep waters, Where the floods overflow me.
(Psalms 69:3) I am weary with my crying; My throat is dry; My eyes fail while I wait for my God.
(Psalms 69:4) Those who hate me without a cause Are more than the hairs of my head; They are mighty who would
destroy me, Being my enemies wrongfully; Though I have stolen nothing, I still must restore it.
Vs. 69:4 Though David encountered unjustified persecution, the sinless Lord Jesus experienced it in the most supreme way
and applied this verse to Himself in John 15:25 and Ps. 35:19.
John 15:25
But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me without a cause.
Psalm 35:19
Let not them that are mine enemies wrongfully rejoice over me: neither let them wink with the eye that hate me without a
cause.
(Psalms 69:5) O God, You know my foolishness; And my sins are not hidden from You.
A summary of verses 5 to 12
David sought to motivate God to act on his behalf, for he was suffering because of his
Even though he was a sinner (v. 5) that was not the cause of his problem this time.
Rather he was suffering for the Lord’s sake (v. 7).
His own relatives hated him even though he had zeal for the Lord (vv. 8-9).

zeal for the Lord.

Even then his enemies (including judges, those who sat at the gate) and drunkards sang derisively about him. Verse 12
(Psalms 69:6) Let not those who wait for You, O Lord GOD of hosts, be ashamed because of me; Let not those who seek
You be confounded because of me, O God of Israel.
(Psalms 69:7) Because for Your sake I have borne reproach; Shame has covered my face.
(Psalms 69:8) I have become a stranger to my brothers, And an alien to my mother's children;
Notice that the text reads "my mother's children" and not "my father's children," thus making the verse consistent with the
prophecy of the virgin birth.
This verse, though not quoted in the N.T., is certainly a picture of the ostracism experienced by Jesus at the hands of His
own family (cf. Matt. 12:46-50; Mark 3:31-35; Luke 8:19-21; John 7:3-5, 10).
Luke 8:19-21
19
Then came to him his mother and his brethren, and could not come at him for the press.
20
And it was told him by certain which said, Thy mother and thy brethren stand without, desiring to see thee.
21
And he answered and said unto them, My mother and my brethren are these which hear the word of God, and do
it.
John 7:3-5
3
His brethren therefore said unto him, Depart hence, and go into Judaea, that thy disciples also may see the works
that thou doest.
4
For there is no man that doeth any thing in secret, and he himself seeketh to be known openly. If thou do these
things, shew thyself to the world.
5
For neither did his brethren believe in him.
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(Psalms 69:9) Because zeal for Your house has eaten me up, And the reproaches of those who reproach You have fallen
on me.
Psalms 69:9: The first part of this verse is quoted in John 2:17 in reference to Jesus' first cleansing of the temple
John 2:17
And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.
Paul quotes the latter part of the verse in Rom. 15:3 as finding its ultimate fulfillment in Christ.
Romans 15:3
For even Christ pleased not himself; but, as it is written, The reproaches of them that reproached thee fell on me.
(Psalms 69:10) When I wept and chastened my soul with fasting, That became my reproach.
Their insults against God were directed to him. When he was in grief, he fasted ,
(a sign of mourning.)
Neh. 1:4
4 And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and
and prayed before the God of heaven,

mourned certain days, and fasted,

(Psalms 69:11) I also made sackcloth my garment; I became a byword to them.
They wore sackcloth (another sign of mourning)
Daniel 9:3
3 And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplications,
and ashes:

with

fasting, and sackcloth,

(Psalms 69:12) Those who sit in the gate speak against me, And I am the song of the drunkards.
Vs. 69:12 Everyone, from judges (who sit in the gate,) to drunkards, ridiculed him.
(Psalms 69:13) But as for me, my prayer is to You, O LORD, in the acceptable time; O God, in the multitude of Your
mercy, Hear me in the truth of Your salvation.
69:13-18. The psalmist petitioned the LORD to save him from imminent death. In God’s timing (the time of Your favor)
and out of His love (h[esed{, vv. 13, 16) and mercy
He should quickly rescue (69:14, 18) and redeem (pa4d{a=h;) him from his misery and trouble. Again he used the image of
miry waters that would drown him .
(Psalms 69:14) Deliver me out of the mire, And let me not sink; Let me be delivered from those who hate me, And out of
the deep waters.
Vs. 69:14-15 David faced imminent death like a drowning man.
(Psalms 69:15) Let not the floodwater overflow me, Nor let the deep swallow me up; And let not the pit shut its mouth on
me.
(Psalms 69:16) Hear me, O LORD, for Your lovingkindness is good; Turn to me according to the multitude of Your tender
mercies.
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(Psalms 69:17) And do not hide Your face from Your servant, For I am in trouble; Hear me speedily.
(Psalms 69:18) Draw near to my soul, and redeem it; Deliver me because of my enemies.
(Psalms 69:19) You know my reproach, my shame, and my dishonor; My adversaries are all before You.
(Psalms 69:20) Reproach has broken my heart, And I am full of heaviness; I looked for someone to take pity, but there was
none; And for comforters, but I found none.
(Psalms 69:21) They also gave me gall for my food, And for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.
David found confidence in the knowledge that God knew of their reproach and mistreatment of him (giving him gall
[ro4)sh] possibly a poisonous plant] to eat and vinegar to drink).
The word for food (ba4ru=t{) means a meal given “to a mourner by sympathetic friends. Its use emphasizes the hypocrisy
of their conduct”
This 21st verse constitutes a prophetic picture of the agony and suffering of the Lord on the cross, with an allusion to v. 21
in all four Gospels
Luke 23:36
36
And the soldiers also mocked him, coming to him, and offering him vinegar,
Mark 15:23
23
And they gave him to drink wine mingled with myrrh: but he received it not.
Matthew 27:34
34
They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and when he had tasted thereof, he would not drink.
John 19:28-30
28
After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst.
29
Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and they filled a spunge with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put it
to his mouth.
30
When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the
ghost.
Mark 15:36
36
And one ran and filled a spunge full of vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave him to drink, saying, Let alone; let us
see whether Elias will come to take him down.
(Psalms 69:22) Let their table become a snare before them, And their well-being a trap.
Romans 11:9-10
9
And David saith, Let their table be made a snare, and a trap, and a stumblingblock, and a recompence unto
them:
10
Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and bow down their back alway.
(Psalms 69:23) Let their eyes be darkened, so that they do not see; And make their loins shake continually.
Romans 11:10 Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and bow down their back alway.
(Psalms 69:24) Pour out Your indignation upon them, And let Your wrathful anger take hold of them.
(Psalms 69:25) Let their dwelling place be desolate; Let no one live in their tents.
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Vs. 69:25 Peter applied this verse to Judas (Acts 1:20).
Acts 1:20
20
For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be desolate, and let no man dwell therein: and his
bishoprick let another take.
(Psalms 69:26) For they persecute the ones You have struck, And talk of the grief of those You have wounded.
In his imprecation against his enemies in these verses, David prayed that their own food would cause their downfall, that
their eyes would be darkened so they could not see, and that their backs would be bent in grief. He asked that they would be
overtaken by God’s wrath and their residences made desolate because of their deaths. These punishments were just, because
they persecuted God’s people (v. 26).
So this psalm is partly typological of Christ. He is the epitome of the righteous who are persecuted for their zeal in doing
God’s will.
John 15:20
Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also
persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also.
(Psalms 69:27) Add iniquity to their iniquity, And let them not come into Your righteousness.
(Psalms 69:28) Let them be blotted out of the book of the living, And not be written with the righteous.
David then prayed that God would find them guilty and blot them out of the book of life.
In the Bible the opening of books speaks of judgment (cf. Dan. 7:10)
Daniel 7:10
A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands
ministered unto him, and ten
thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened.
It is as if God “listed” the names of the righteous. But of course in His omniscience God does not need written records.
The point is that the wicked have no share in God’s eternal blessings.
The "book of the living" is the Old Testament equivalent of the "Book of Life"
Exodus 32:32-33
32
Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin--; and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast written.
33
And the LORD said unto Moses, Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I blot out of my book.
the book of life. A figure borrowed from registers of citizens. David prays that his enemies would have no place in the
register of the righteous
Revelation 20:15
And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.
(Psalms 69:29) But I am poor and sorrowful; Let Your salvation, O God, set me up on high.
Summary of verses 29 to 33
David again prayed in his distress that the LORD would be His salvation and would protect him. Confident that God
would deliver, he vowed to praise the Lord. David knew that thanksgiving was more pleasing to God than offering an ox or a
bull.
(Psalms 69:30) I will praise the name of God with a song, And will magnify Him with thanksgiving.
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(Psalms 69:31) This also shall please the LORD better than an ox or bull, Which has horns and hooves.
Horns were a sign that the animal was mature; only animals with split hoofs could be sacrificed (Lev. 11:3).
Leviticus 11:3
3
Whatsoever parteth the hoof, and is clovenfooted, and cheweth the cud, among the beasts, that shall ye eat.
(Psalms 69:32) The humble shall see this and be glad; And you who seek God, your hearts shall live.
The poor and the needy would see God’s rescue of David and be glad and encouraged. They would be assured that the
Lord would hear their cry too since He does not despise His own.
(Psalms 69:33) For the LORD hears the poor, And does not despise His prisoners.
(Psalms 69:34) Let heaven and earth praise Him, The seas and everything that moves in them.
David called for universal praise to God in anticipation of His delivering the
the land.

nation, and the people’s settling in

The following verses anticipate millennial conditions of a rebuilt and repopulated Judah, when all the earth will
praise God.
(Psalms 69:35) For God will save Zion And build the cities of Judah, That they may dwell there and possess it.
(Psalms 69:36) Also, the descendants of His servants shall inherit it, And those who love His name shall dwell in it.
PSALM SEVENTY
This short psalm records a prayer by David for a quick rescue from his present evil plight. It also anticipates the
rejoicing that will follow. The heading says it is “a petition” (lit., “to bring to remembrance”. Perhaps this was a note that
the psalm was to be used in connection with the offerings (cf. 1 Chron. 16:4), which would help “remind” the Lord of the
petitioner’s request.
1 Chronicles 16:4
And he appointed certain of the Levites to minister before the ark of the LORD, and to record, and to thank and praise the
LORD God of Israel:
(Psalms 70:1) Make haste, O God, to deliver me! Make haste to help me, O LORD!
70:1-3. The psalmist cried out to God to help him quickly. Enemies tried to bring him to ruin. So his plea was urgent.
Ch. 70 An urgent prayer for help, this psalm is basically identical to Ps. 40:13-17. for a memorial. A reference to laying a
petition before God for His attention and action.
Psalm 40:13-17
13
Be pleased, O LORD, to deliver me: O LORD, make haste to help me.
14
Let them be ashamed and confounded together that seek after my soul to destroy it; let them be driven backward
and put to shame that wish me evil.
15
Let them be desolate for a reward of their shame that say unto me, Aha, aha.
16
Let all those that seek thee rejoice and be glad in thee: let such as love thy salvation say continually, The LORD
be magnified.
17
But I am poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon me: thou art my help and my deliverer; make no tarrying, O
my God.
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(Psalms 70:2) Let them be ashamed and confounded Who seek my life; Let them be turned back and confused Who desire
my hurt.
(Psalms 70:3) Let them be turned back because of their shame, Who say, "Aha, aha!"
He prayed that those who had shamed and disgraced him would themselves be in shame and turned back in disgrace , no
longer able to scorn him (Aha!).
(Psalms 70:4) Let all those who seek You rejoice and be glad in You; And let those who love Your salvation say
continually, "Let God be magnified!"
70:4-5. The psalmist then prayed that all who seek the LORD and love His salvation would be glad and would say,
Let God be exalted!
(Psalms 70:5) But I am poor and needy; Make haste to me, O God! You are my help and my deliverer; O LORD, do not
delay.
Calling himself poor and needy , he prayed for hasty deliverance. God was His only source of help .
PSALM SEVENTY ONE
Wise old man’s psalm
Psalm 71 combines elements from other psalms (22; 31; 35; 40). Yet it is a unit in itself expressing the faith of an older
person throughout most of his lifetime. In response to his prayer the psalmist, who is not identified, anticipated the same
marvelous response the Lord had given him all his life. So, vowing to praise God as he had always done, he confidently
asked to be delivered from those who sought his harm and derided (mocked) him for his faith.
God the Rock of Salvation
I have taken refuge
(Psalms 71:1) In You, O LORD, I put my trust; Let me never be put to shame.

Ch. 71 The unnamed, aged writer of this psalm cries for help (vv. 1-3), prays for deliverance because of a confidence based
on God's lifelong care for him (vv. 4-13), and resolves to continue praising God (vv. 14-24).
71:1-4. The psalmist turned to the LORD, praying for deliverance from the wicked. This request is filled with expressions
of his confidence in the Lord’s ability to save: God was his Refuge (v. 1), Rock of refuge (v. 3;), and Fortress. The psalmist
wanted continued safety and security (71:3) along with rescue from wicked people (v. 4).
(Psalms 71:2) Deliver me in Your righteousness, and cause me to escape; Incline Your ear to me, and save me.
My dwelling place
(Psalms 71:3) Be my strong refuge, To which I may resort continually; You have given the commandment to save me, For
You are my rock and my fortress.
(Psalms 71:4) Deliver me, O my God, out of the hand of the wicked, Out of the hand of the unrighteous and cruel man.
See verse 17 and 6
(Psalms 71:5) For You are my hope, O Lord GOD; You are my trust from my youth.

71:5-8. The psalmist reaffirmed his confidence in the LORD in spite of his afflictions. God was his Hope, the One in
whom he trusted from his youth up (cf. 71:17). Though many wondered at him (he was to them like a portent- or omen sign), he would continue to trust in the Lord, his strong Refuge and to praise Him (vv. 6, 8) and His splendor. (The Heb.
word for “refuge” here is mah[seh, “shelter from danger,” . It differs from the verb in 71:1 trans. “I have taken refuge” [h[a4sa=h,
related to the noun mah[seh] and from the word rendered “refuge” in v. 3 [ma4(o=n, “dwelling”)
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see verse 17 and 5
(Psalms 71:6) By You I have been upheld from birth; You are He who took me out of my mother's womb. My praise shall
be continually of You.
(Psalms 71:7) I have become as a wonder to many, But You are my strong refuge.
Though men point to him as someone to be avoided or mocked (apparently the meaning of marvel), God is still his refuge.
(Psalms 71:8) Let my mouth be filled with Your praise And with Your glory all the day.
See verse 18
(Psalms 71:9) Do not cast me off in the time of old age; Do not forsake me when my strength fails.
71:9-13. The psalmist then prayed for continued care (do not forsake me; cf. v. 18) in his old age, for many sought to
harm him. They thought God had forsaken him—a rather strange presumption!—and supposed they could seize him and kill
him. So the psalmist asked that God quickly help him and put them to shame (71:24), scorn, and disgrace .
(Psalms 71:10) For my enemies speak against me; And those who lie in wait for my life take counsel together,
(Psalms 71:11) Saying, "God has forsaken him; Pursue and take him, for there is none to deliver him."
(Psalms 71:12) O God, do not be far from me; O my God, make haste to help me!
(Psalms 71:13) Let them be confounded and consumed Who are adversaries of my life; Let them be covered with reproach
and dishonor Who seek my hurt.
(Psalms 71:14) But I will hope continually, And will praise You yet more and more.
Because the aging psalmist had trusted the Lord all his life, he vowed to continue to praise God for future
deliverances.
71:14-18. The writer expressed his determination to hope in and praise God for His righteousness, fathomless salvation,
and mighty saving acts (. v. 24).
His life, from his youth up (. v. 5) had been filled with praise for God’s marvelous deeds. Now when he was old (. v. 9)
he still desired to praise Him, but God must not forsake him (. v. 9) if he was to declare God’s power.
(Psalms 71:15) My mouth shall tell of Your righteousness And Your salvation all the day, For I do not know their limits.
sum of them. God's inexhaustible mercies cannot be counted.
(Psalms 71:16) I will go in the strength of the Lord GOD; I will make mention of Your righteousness, of Yours only.
See verse 5 and 6
(Psalms 71:17) O God, You have taught me from my youth; And to this day I declare Your wondrous works.
An important ministry of older believers is to declare God's wondrous deeds as a testimony to the younger generation.
See verse 9
(Psalms 71:18) Now also when I am old and grayheaded, O God, do not forsake me, Until I declare Your strength to this
generation, Your power to everyone who is to come.
(Psalms 71:19) Also Your righteousness, O God, is very high, You who have done great things; O God, who is like You?
71:19-21. The psalmist rehearsed some of the great things God had done for him. In righteousness (cf. vv. 2, 15) God
had done many great things (v. 19). Therefore He is incomparable. The rhetorical question, Who, O God, is like You? is
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asked several times in the Psalms, with slight variations in wording (cf. 35:10; 77:13; 89:6; 113:5; also note Ex. 15:11;
Micah 7:18).
God had shown the aging psalmist that He, being able to deliver from troubles, would restore his life again, bringing him
up from the depths of the earth, that is, from the point of death. Therefore he was confident that God would honor and
comfort him once again.
(Psalms 71:20) You, who have shown me great and severe troubles, Shall revive me again, And bring me up again from the
depths of the earth.(point of death)
revive. Not a reference to resurrection but to deliverance from his present distress.
(Psalms 71:21) You shall increase my greatness, And comfort me on every side.
guitar
(Psalms 71:22) Also with the lute I will praise you; And Your faithfulness, O my God! To You I will sing with the harp, O
Holy One of Israel.
Piano
71:22-24. In these closing verses the psalmist vowed to praise… God, by singing, by playing musical instruments (the
harp and the lyre—apparently both were stringed instruments—each mentioned a number of times in Pss.), by shouting, and
by telling of God’s acts.
The title Holy One of Israel, used frequently in the Book of Isaiah, occurs only three times in the Book of Psalms
(71:22; 78:41; 89:18). This praise would last all day long because God would put all his enemies to shame .
(Psalms 71:23) My lips shall greatly rejoice when I sing to You, And my soul, which You have redeemed.
(Psalms 71:24) My tongue also shall talk of Your righteousness all the day long; For they are confounded, For they are
brought to shame Who seek my hurt.
Perplexed & confused
disgrace & scorn
PSALM SEVENTY TWO
Messianic Psalm
Two psalms (72; 127) are attributed to “Solomon” by some commentarists. If Psalm 72 is his, it may describe his
reign. Also it speaks of the millennial reign of the Messiah. The psalm describes the blessings that flow from the
righteousness of God’s theocratic ruler. The psalmist fully expected that the king would reign in righteousness and peace on
behalf of the oppressed, and that his dominion would extend over many kings, from sea to sea. The psalmist prayed for the
blessing of peace and prosperity, basing his appeal on the fact that the king is a savior of the oppressed and is therefore
worthy of honor, power, and dominion.
Another opinion claims David as the author of Psalm 72. The king’s son in that case from verse one would refer to our
Lord Jesus Christ.
This is an indirect messianic psalm, the expectations of the righteous king finding their ultimate fulfillment in Jesus Christ,
the ideal King and Son of David
Luke 1:32-33
32
He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of
his father David:
33
And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.
Glory and Universality of the Messiah's Reign
(Psalms 72:1) Give the king Your judgments, O God, And Your righteousness to the king's Son.
72:1-4. The psalm opens with a prayer that God would give the king divine ability to judge righteously (vv. 1-2).
Notice the word righteousness in verses 1 ,2, and 3.
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(Psalms 72:2) He will judge Your people with righteousness, And Your poor with justice.
(Psalms 72:3) The mountains will bring peace to the people, And the little hills, by righteousness.
(Psalms 72:4) He will bring justice to the poor of the people; He will save the children of the needy, And will break in
pieces the oppressor.
(Psalms 72:5) They shall fear You As long as the sun and moon endure, Throughout all generations.
72:5-7. Preferable to the words He will endure (from the LXX) is the translation, “You will be feared” (from the Heb.;
cf. NIV marg.). Taken that way, the verse refers not to the human king but to God who endures through all generations.
Or if the NIV rendering is accepted, then the thought may be that the king’s name or reputation endures for generations
(Psalms 72:6) He shall come down like rain upon the grass before mowing, Like showers that water the earth.
When a king’s reign is righteous, his rule is refreshing to the people. Like rain on soil, an upright ruler enables the righteous
to flourish and prosperity to abound.
(Psalms 72:7) In His days the righteous shall flourish, And abundance of peace, Until the moon is no more.
The psalmist anticipated that the king, ruling in righteousness would bring prosperity and peace. Also he would judge on
behalf of the afflicted and the needy and punish those who exploit the poor.
(Psalms 72:8) He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, And from the River to the ends of the earth.
72:8-11. The psalmist anticipated that his kingdom would extend from sea to sea and from the Euphrates River around
the world.
This verse is reflected in Zech. 9:10; "the River" denotes the Euphrates. These boundaries, however, ultimately go far
beyond any human empire.
Zech 9:10
10
And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, and the battle bow shall be cut off: and
he shall speak peace unto the heathen: and his dominion shall be from sea even to sea, and from the river even to the ends
of the earth.
(Psalms 72:9) Those who dwell in the wilderness will bow before Him, And His enemies will lick the dust.
(Psalms 72:10) The kings of Tarshish and of the isles Will bring presents; The kings of Sheba and Seba Will offer gifts.
"Isles" is probably a reference to the Mediterranean coast.
These kings would come from faraway places, including Tarshish (possibly Tartessus in southwest Spain), Sheba - presentday Yemen in southwestern Arabia), and Seba (in upper Egypt.
(Psalms 72:11) Yes, all kings shall fall down before Him; All nations shall serve Him.
People who live in the wilderness would bow before him, and his enemies would be humiliated in subjection (lick the dust).
Kings on distant shores would bring tribute to him and bow before him.
(Psalms 72:12) For He will deliver the needy when he cries, The poor also, and him who has no helper.
The psalmist explained that the king was worthy of such dominion and the honor given him because he was a savior for the
oppressed.
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(Psalms 72:13) He will spare the poor and needy, And will save the souls of the needy.
He will deliver the needy (needy occurs three times in vv. 12-13) and the destitute who cry to him.
(Psalms 72:14) He will redeem their life from oppression and violence; And precious shall be their blood in His sight.
He will take pity on the weak and rescue them, considering their blood (i.e., their lives) precious to him.
(Psalms 72:15) And He shall live; And the gold of Sheba will be given to Him; Prayer also will be made for Him
continually, And daily He shall be praised.
(Psalms 72:16) There will be an abundance of grain in the earth, On the top of the mountains; Its fruit shall wave like
Lebanon; And those of the city shall flourish like grass of the earth.
(Psalms 72:17) His name shall endure forever; His name shall continue as long as the sun. And men shall be blessed in
Him; All nations shall call Him blessed.
(Psalms 72:18) Blessed be the LORD God, the God of Israel, Who only does wondrous things!
Verses 18-19 record the second doxology in the book, thus ending Book II (Pss. 41-72).
They include words of praise… to the LORD God… of Israel and the request that His glory be evident everywhere.
(Psalms 72:19) And blessed be His glorious name forever! And let the whole earth be filled with His glory. Amen and
Amen.
(Psalms 72:20) The prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended.
Psalms 72:20: There are 17 psalms beyond this point that are ascribed to David. The most probable explanation for this is
that the first two books at one time constituted the entire Psalter, but the other three books, which also include Davidic
psalms, were incorporated into the Psalter at a later date.
PSALM SEVENTY THREE
Book Three Psalms 73-89
This psalm strikes the same theme as Psalm 49, and thus may be classified as a wisdom psalm or at least may be studied
for its wisdom motifs. In it “Asaph” told of the doubts which nearly overwhelmed him when he compared the life of a
worldly man with his own.
But then he confessed the sinfulness of his thoughts and explained that the contrast in their destinies enabled him to
keep a proper perspective.
The Tragedy of the Wicked, and the Blessedness of Trust in God
(Psalms 73:1) Truly God is good to Israel, To such as are pure in heart.
Notice the conclusion of this psalm is in verse one and not at the end of the psalm
73:1-3. Asaph began this psalm by affirming that though God is good to those in Israel who trust Him and are pure in
heart (cf. v. 13), he himself nearly slipped in his confidence in the Lord.
The psalmist emphasized his own situation by beginning four verses with the Hebrew expression translated But as for
me (73:2, 22-23, 28).
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His offense was that he was envious of the prosperity of the wicked. Why should the people who oppose God be better
off than those who trust Him? This problem was so overwhelming he almost lost faith in God’s goodness.
Psalms 73-83, along with Ps. 50, are ascribed to Asaph, one of David's three chief musicians.
The "sons of Asaph" (similar to a Guild of the skilled in song) were active as Levitical singers at least as late as the time of
Josiah (cf. 2 Chr. 35:15), which accounts for the fact that some of the psalms in this section are later than the time of David.
The theme of this psalm -- the frustration of the righteous in light of the seeming prosperity of the wicked -- is also evidenced
in Ps. 37 and to a lesser degree in Ps. 49. It was only through the personal struggle of his own soul that Asaph learned the
importance of viewing life from God's eternal perspective.
2 Chronicles 35:15
And the singers the sons of Asaph were in their place, according to the commandment of David, and Asaph, and Heman, and
Jeduthun the king's seer; and the porters waited at every gate; they might not depart from their service; for their brethren the
Levites prepared for them.
Aniy
(Psalms 73:2) But as for me, my feet had almost stumbled; My steps had nearly slipped.
See verse 18-slippery
My steps had almost slipped. He almost lost his confidence in the Lord because he was envious of the prosperity of the
wicked.
(Psalms 73:3) For I was envious of the boastful, When I saw the prosperity of the wicked.
(Psalms 73:4) For there are no pangs in their death, But their strength is firm.
73:4-12. Asaph explained the prosperity that troubled him. He observed that the wicked do not seem to suffer trouble as
other people do (vv. 4-5).
(Psalms 73:5) They are not in trouble as other men, Nor are they plagued like other men.
(Psalms 73:6) Therefore pride serves as their necklace; Violence covers them like a garment.
They cover themselves with pride and violence (v. 6).
(Psalms 73:7) Their eyes bulge with abundance; They have more than heart could wish.
Their evil devices are unbounded (v. 7).
(Psalms 73:8) They scoff and speak wickedly concerning oppression; They speak loftily.
Their speech is scornful, malicious, and arrogant, as if they owned the earth (vv. 8-9).
(Psalms 73:9) They set their mouth against the heavens, And their tongue walks through the earth.
The wicked mock God and lord it over other men.
(Psalms 73:10) Therefore his people return here, And waters of a full cup are drained by them.
(Psalms 73:11) And they say, "How does God know? And is there knowledge in the Most High?"
Many people are carried away by their evil (they turn to them, v. 10) and presumptuous self-confidence, thinking God does
not know of their sin (v. 11;).
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(Psalms 73:12) Behold, these are the ungodly, Who are always at ease; They increase in riches.
With no cares in the world (cf. 73:4-5, 12) wicked, arrogant people continue to prosper.
Even God's people are tempted to corrupt practices. Verse 13
(Psalms 73:13) Surely I have cleansed my heart in vain, And washed my hands in innocence.
Asaph said he was confused over the value of his salvation. He felt that he had cleansed himself in vain (cf. pure in
v. 1) because since trusting the Lord he had been plagued and chastened. Like many saints before and after him, Asaph was
puzzled that God seemed to prosper the wicked and punish the righteous.
(Psalms 73:14) For all day long I have been plagued, And chastened every morning.
The problem of the life-long prosperity of the wicked is aggravated by the apparent lack of reward for those who live
righteously.
(Psalms 73:15) If I had said, "I will speak thus," Behold, I would have been untrue to the generation of Your children.
Asaph overcame his doubts by considering the destiny of the wicked. First, he acknowledged the impiety of his former
conclusion in view of this consideration. His words are like a confession, for he knew the treachery his words could have
been to the congregation (v. 15).
(Psalms 73:16) When I thought how to understand this, It was too painful for me;
(Psalms 73:17) Until I went into the sanctuary of God; Then I understood their end.
The entire conflict was painful (oppressive) to him, till in the sanctuary he understood what will happen to the wicked.
See verse 2
(Psalms 73:18) Surely You set them in slippery places; You cast them down to destruction.
God will set them in dangerous (slippery; cf. “slipped” in v. 2) places where they will stumble and fall, be cast… down
in ruin, and suddenly be destroyed.
When God finally sets things right, the wicked will be like fantasies (a dream), counterfeits of reality. This was the negative
aspect of the solution to Asaph’s problem.
(Psalms 73:19) Oh, how they are brought to desolation, as in a moment! They are utterly consumed with terrors.
(Psalms 73:20) As a dream when one awakes, So, Lord, when You awake, You shall despise their image.
(Psalms 73:21) Thus my heart was grieved, And I was vexed in my mind.
73:21-26. The positive aspect of the solution was Asaph’s conviction of his own glorious destiny. He confessed that his
perspective had been dulled by brutish ignorance. If he had not been so ignorant, he admitted, his heart would not have been
so bitter (vv. 21-22). (Grieved is lit., “grew sour”; embittered is lit., “felt stinging pains.”)
Aniy
(Psalms 73:22) I was so foolish and ignorant; I was like a beast before You.
Aniy
(Psalms 73:23) Nevertheless I am continually with You; You hold me by my right hand.
His true position was in stark contrast with the wicked, for he knew God was always with him (v. 23)
(Psalms 73:24) You will guide me with Your counsel, And afterward receive me to glory.
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and would guide him wisely (with His counsel) and receive him into glory (v. 24). “Into glory” could also be translated
“with glory,” meaning that God would guide him through his troubles so that he would enjoy honor (and not shame) in this
life. Since “glory” for individuals in the Old Testament seldom meant heavenly glory the psalmist was probably
looking for deliverance in his lifetime. This would demonstrate that he was in God’s favor. Of course believers today know
from the New Testament that God’s punishment of the wicked and blessing of the righteous extend beyond death.
(Psalms 73:25) Whom have I in heaven but You? And there is none upon earth that I desire besides You.
In addition, Asaph affirmed that God was his only possession in heaven or on the earth.
(Psalms 73:26) My flesh and my heart fail; But God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.
Though Asaph was overwhelmed, God was his Strength and His Portion . Some wicked people prosper materially but only
the spiritual “possessions” of the righteous will last.
(Psalms 73:27) For indeed, those who are far from You shall perish; You have destroyed all those who desert You for
harlotry.
Zanah - being unfaithful to God
Asaph concludes correctly that the wicked perish, and in spite of adversity he will find refuge in God.
Aniy
hope,shelter,refuge
machaceh
(Psalms 73:28) But it is good for me to draw near to God; I have put my trust in the Lord GOD, That I may declare all
Your works.
Asaph concluded that those who are far from God and are unfaithful will be destroyed, but that those who are near God
find joy and safety. Though he had nearly slipped in his confidence in God (cf. v. 2) he now was reassured that God was
keeping him secure. God was his trust (Refuge (mah[seh, “shelter from danger”;) . Nearness to God always helps
believers maintain a balanced perspective on material things and on the wicked.
PSALM SEVENTY FOUR
Asaph asked God to remember His people because their enemy had devastated the sanctuary. He prayed that God, who
had helped destroy their enemies in the past, would not permit their reproach.
Some would identify this Asaph as a later member of that famous family of singers, assigning the historical occasion of the
psalm to the years immediately following the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. Historical evidence is insufficient to
warrant a definite conclusion, though this perspective is reasonable. The psalm naturally divides into two equal parts of
11 verses each, with v. 12 serving as the apex or focal point of the psalm.
Against the background of the Babylonian captivity and the destruction of the Temple in 586 B.C., this psalm relates the
nation's cry for help (vv. 1-2),
the conditions of the havoc (vv. 3-11),
and the confidence of their hope (vv. 12-23).
Asaph, a contemporary of David, lived long before this psalm was written; thus the reference here is either to one of
his descendants or to a choir guild that bore his name.
A Plea for Relief from Oppressors
(Psalms 74:1) O God, why have You cast us off forever? Why does Your anger smoke against the sheep of Your pasture?
forever. So it seemed in their affliction.
The psalmist asked God not to continue His hot anger… against the sheep of His pasture or God’s people.
Psalm 79:13
13
So we thy people and sheep of thy pasture will give thee thanks for ever: we will shew forth thy praise to all
generations.
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Psalm 95:7
7
For he is our God; and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. To day if ye will hear his voice,
Psalm 100:3
3
Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the
sheep of his pasture.
John 10:11,14
11
I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.
14
I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine.
(Psalms 74:2) Remember Your congregation, which You have purchased of old, The tribe of Your inheritance, which
You have redeemed; This Mount Zion where You have dwelt.
tribe. Refers to the whole nation. God should remember (and have regard for) those He has redeemed to be His
inheritance and He should remember His dwelling place on Zion. (The tribe (Israel) stands for the nation, as seen in Jer.
10:16.)
Jeremiah 10:16
The portion of Jacob is not like them: for he is the former of all things; and Israel is the rod of his inheritance: The LORD
of hosts is his name.
Exodus 15:13
13
Thou in thy mercy hast led forth the people which thou hast redeemed: thou hast guided them in thy strength unto
thy holy habitation.
Deut. 4:20
20
But the LORD hath taken you, and brought you forth out of the iron furnace, even out of Egypt, to be unto him a
people of inheritance, as ye are this day.
(Psalms 74:3) Lift up Your feet to the perpetual desolations. The enemy has damaged everything in the sanctuary.
They ask God to hasten to inspect the seemingly irreparable ruins of the Temple and the city of Jerusalem.
Asaph prayed that God would take note of and rescue His people for the enemy had ruined the sanctuary and
jeopardized the nation.
(Psalms 74:4) Your enemies roar in the midst of Your meeting place; They set up their banners for signs.
their own standards for signs. The enemies' standards in the Temple area replaced those emblems God had placed in the
Temple (such as Aaron's rod).
(Psalms 74:5) They seem like men who lift up Axes among the thick trees.
According to this psalm, the enemy had roared in and demolished the place.
(Psalms 74:6) And now they break down its carved work, all at once, With axes and hammers.
(Psalms 74:7) They have set fire to Your sanctuary; They have defiled the dwelling place of Your name to the ground.
The word ruins and the statements in verses 4-8 suggest a complete devastation of the sanctuary . The historical event to
which this refers is uncertain. The only occasion that matches this devastation is the invasion by the Babylonians in 586 B.C.,
but that is too late, if the Asaph of David’s time is the author. Perhaps this Asaph is a later member of the Asaph musical
guild.
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The carved work was smashed by axes and hatchets, the sanctuary (the dwelling place of God’s name, i.e., the place where
God revealed His character; cf. “name” was burned, and all the assembly places in the land were also burned.
Psalm 74:10
O God, how long shall the adversary reproach? shall the enemy blaspheme thy name for ever?
Psalm 74:18
Remember this, that the enemy hath reproached, O LORD, and that the foolish people have blasphemed thy name.
Psalm 74:21
O let not the oppressed return ashamed: let the poor and needy praise thy name.
(Psalms 74:8) They said in their hearts, "Let us destroy them altogether." They have burned up all the meeting places of
God in the land.
meeting places. Not a reference to synagogues, which developed later, but to the Temple viewed as the last of God's
successive meeting places.
(Psalms 74:9) We do not see our signs; There is no longer any prophet; Nor is there any among us who knows how long.
The psalmist bemoans the fact that no prophet remained in the land to tell how long the devastation would last. Ezekiel had
been taken to Babylon, Jeremiah to Egypt.
What troubled the psalmist was that there was no prophet to give spiritual counsel to the people or to explain how long
this problem would last.
(Psalms 74:10) O God, how long will the adversary reproach? Will the enemy blaspheme Your name forever?
Since no prophet was available (v. 9) the psalmist himself appealed to God for help, asking how long the enemy would
continue to mock and revile God .
(Psalms 74:11) Why do You withdraw Your hand, even Your right hand? Take it out of Your bosom and destroy them.
Asaph suggested that God no longer remain inactive but rather show His right hand, a symbol of His power, and destroy
them (v. 11).
(Psalms 74:12) For God is my King from of old, Working salvation in the midst of the earth.
The psalm naturally divides into two equal parts of 11 verses each, with v. 12 serving as the apex or focal point of the
psalm.
Asaph sought to motivate God by reminding Him of His past help: God is the sovereign King and Savior (v. 12),
(Psalms 74:13) You divided the sea by Your strength; You broke the heads of the sea serpents in the waters.
God's destruction of the sea monsters and Leviathan is a poetic description of His victory over the Egyptians at the time of
the Exodus.
God delivered Israel through the sea (the Red Sea, v. 13),
(Psalms 74:14) You broke the heads of Leviathan in pieces, And gave him as food to the people inhabiting the wilderness.
"Leviathan" represents the sea monster symbolic of evil in the O.T. Symbol of Egypt.
Job 41:1
1
Canst thou draw out leviathan with an hook? or his tongue with a cord which thou lettest down?
Isaiah 27:1
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1
In that day the LORD with his sore and great and strong sword shall punish leviathan the piercing serpent, even
leviathan that crooked serpent; and he shall slay the dragon that is in the sea.
(Psalms 74:15) You broke open the fountain and the flood; You dried up mighty rivers.
dried up. The same verb is used in connection with the Red Sea (Josh. 2:10) and the Jordan River (Josh. 4:23; 5:1).
(Psalms 74:16) The day is Yours, the night also is Yours; You have prepared the light and the sun.
(Psalms 74:17) You have set all the borders of the earth; You have made summer and winter.
and He has complete power over nature (vv. 15-17), including rivers.… day and night, the sun and moon, and the seasons.
Because of what God had done in the past, Asaph wanted Him to act now.
(Psalms 74:18) Remember this, that the enemy has reproached, O LORD, And that a foolish people has blasphemed Your
name.
74:18-23. The psalmist appealed to God not to forget the awful mocking by the enemy and to protect His dove, a
defenseless bird , and look on His covenant so that His people—oppressed… poor, and needy would not suffer the disgrace
of defeat. God should note, he said, that the enemies are blasphemers who mock Him. Therefore He should not forsake His
people, but should defend His cause and defeat His loud, boisterous enemies.
(Psalms 74:19) Oh, do not deliver the life of Your turtledove to the wild beast! Do not forget the life of Your poor forever.
Your turtledove. Defenseless, like Israel at this time in her history.
(Psalms 74:20) Have respect to the covenant; For the dark places of the earth are full of the haunts of cruelty.
the covenant. Originally made with Abraham.
(Psalms 74:21) Oh, do not let the oppressed return ashamed! Let the poor and needy praise Your name.
(Psalms 74:22) Arise, O God, plead Your own cause; Remember how the foolish man reproaches You daily.
(Psalms 74:23) Do not forget the voice of Your enemies; The tumult of those who rise up against You increases continually.
PSALM SEVENTY FIVE
This psalm celebrates anticipated victory. The psalmist recognized that God will establish judgment at the appointed
time, and that the judgment will destroy the wicked and exalt the righteous. On the basis of this he warned the wicked to
submit to God who alone can deliver.
Thanksgiving for God's Righteous Judgment
(Psalms 75:1) We give thanks to You, O God, we give thanks! For Your wondrous works declare that Your name is near.
. On behalf of the people, Asaph praised God for His nearness and His wondrous works (v. 1). Notable among God’s
deeds is His judging and even though His judging causes the earth to quake, He sustains it.
In this communal thanksgiving psalm,
Asaph praises God who will judge the earth (vv. 1-3),
warns the wicked of this judgment (vv. 4-8),
and vows to praise God (vv. 9-10).
(Psalms 75:2) "When I choose the proper time, I will judge uprightly.
(Psalms 75:3) The earth and all its inhabitants are dissolved; I set up its pillars firmly. Selah
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(Psalms 75:4) 'I said to the boastful, 'Do not deal boastfully,' And to the wicked, 'Do not lift up the horn.
Do not lift up the horn. I.e., do not proudly vaunt your strength.
75:4-6. God warns the wicked to change their heart attitude toward Him. They should not arrogantly defy God. Lifting
up… horns, a metaphor from the animal world, signifies a defiant, strutting, self-confidence. Moreover, the wicked should
not speak with a stiff neck, that is, in stubborn rebellion against God. The wicked should realize that when He judges, no
help comes from any earthly direction.
(Psalms 75:5) Do not lift up your horn on high; Do not speak with a stiff neck.'"
(Psalms 75:6) For exaltation comes neither from the east Nor from the west nor from the south.
Vs. 75:6 No mention is made of the N (from the desert = from the south), for the Assyrians were approaching from that
direction. No one could look to the N for help, only for an invasion. (Isa. 36-37 is likely the background of this psalm.)
(Psalms 75:7) But God is the Judge: He puts down one, And exalts another.
The psalmist warned the wicked that because God is the Judge (cf. v. 2) they will experience His full wrath. This is
pictured as being made to drink a cup… of foaming wine. All the wicked will be forced to undergo a staggering judgment
from God, as they drink it to the last dregs.
(Psalms 75:8) For in the hand of the LORD there is a cup, And the wine is red; It is fully mixed, and He pours it out; Surely
its dregs shall all the wicked of the earth Drain and drink down.
Jeremiah 25:15
For thus saith the LORD God of Israel unto me; Take the wine cup of this fury at my hand, and cause all the nations, to
whom I send thee, to drink it.
(Psalms 75:9) But I will declare forever, I will sing praises to the God of Jacob.
Asaph vowed to sing praise to… God because of the triumph of the righteous. In verse 10 God may be speaking,
declaring that His cutting off the defiance of all the wicked and exalting the righteous will be cause for praise.
(Psalms 75:10) 'All the horns of the wicked I will also cut off, But the horns of the righteous shall be exalted."
PSALM SEVENTY SIX
This is a song of praise for the power of the God of Jacob. The psalmist declared that God made Himself known in
Jerusalem by executing judgment. Describing how God destroyed the wicked and delivered the righteous led Asaph to exhort
the leaders to pledge their allegiance to God.
This hymn of thanksgiving records the voice of the people (vv. 1-3),
the victory of God (vv. 4-10),
and the vows of the people (vv. 11-12).
The Majesty of God in Judgment
(Psalms 76:1) In Judah God is known; His name is great in Israel.
As with Ps. 75, the victory celebrated is likely the defeat of the Assyrians in 701 B.C.
(2 Kings 18:13-19:37; Isa. 36-37);
therefore the Asaph mentioned is either a descendant of the Asaph of David's time or a reference to a choir guild bearing his
name.
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(Psalms 76:2) In Salem also is His tabernacle, And His dwelling place in Zion.
Salem. A shortened form of Jerusalem, also called Zion. "Salem" is simply the ancient form of Jerusalem
"Zion" also designates Jerusalem.
Genesis 14:18
And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was the priest of the most high God.
(Psalms 76:3) There He broke the arrows of the bow, The shield and sword of battle. Selah
God made Himself known by destroying Israel’s enemies. He devastated the weapons of those who made war against
Jerusalem, or Salem as we see in verse 2 or Zion.
(Psalms 76:4) You are more glorious and excellent Than the mountains of prey.
the mountains of prey. The invaders.
This phrase, literally, “mountain of prey,” may mean that God is more
majestic than the strongholds of the enemy. The soldiers of these enemies are swiftly destroyed (v. 5) by God’s rebuke (v. 6).
(Psalms 76:5) The stouthearted were plundered; They have sunk into their sleep; And none of the mighty men have found
the use of their hands.
This description remarkably fits the judgment God brought on the armies of Sennacherib (2 Kings 19:35;).
2 Kings 19:35
And it came to pass that night, that the angel of the LORD went out, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred
fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses.
(Psalms 76:6) At Your rebuke, O God of Jacob, Both the chariot and horse were cast into a dead sleep.
(Psalms 76:7) You, Yourself, are to be feared; And who may stand in Your presence When once You are angry?
The psalmist then explained that God in wrath accomplishes His sovereign purposes over His foes.
(Psalms 76:8) You caused judgment to be heard from heaven; The earth feared and was still,
(Psalms 76:9) When God arose to judgment, To deliver all the oppressed of the earth. Selah
(Psalms 76:10) Surely the wrath of man shall praise You; With the remainder of wrath You shall gird Yourself.
(Psalms 76:11) Make vows to the LORD your God, and pay them; Let all who are around Him bring presents to Him
who ought to be feared.
Believers should fulfill their vows to… God, bringing to the One to be feared what is due Him. By their allegiance to
God people can escape His fearful judgment on world rulers. He can cause those who arrogantly rebel against Him to fear
Him.
Phil 2:10
That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;
(Psalms 76:12) He shall cut off the spirit of princes; He is awesome to the kings of the earth.
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No one can stand in the sight of this fearsome God. When God’s judgment issued from heaven to deliver the righteous (the
afflicted), the earth stood in silence and awe. God’s wrath against wicked men results in believers praising Him and deters
those who are not destroyed from giving full vent to their sins.
Luke 21:36
Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and
to stand before the Son of man.
PSALM SEVENTY SEVEN
The Psalmist Asaph cried earnestly in the night from his troubled spirit, searching his soul for an answer to his distress. He
found comfort in meditating on God’s mighty deliverance at the Exodus. This meditation bolstered the psalmist’s courage
and led him to try to get God to show His mighty power again. In this lament, we see the psalmist's call for help (vv. 1-10)
and the comfort of history (vv. 11-20).
The implication of this praise-filled meditation is that God will again miraculously rescue His people, people whom He
has redeemed to Himself.
The Consoling Memory of God's Redemptive Works
(Psalms 77:1) I cried out to God with my voice; To God with my voice; And He gave ear to me.
Asaph related that he cried earnestly all night for God to hear him
(Psalms 77:2) In the day of my trouble I sought the Lord; My hand was stretched out in the night without ceasing; My soul
refused to be comforted.
Apparently his effort to find comfort from prayer failed.
(Psalms 77:3) I remembered God, and was troubled; I complained, and my spirit was overwhelmed. Selah
disturbed because of the questions of verses 7-9.
(Psalms 77:4) You hold my eyelids open; I am so troubled that I cannot speak.
77:4-6. Then the psalmist told how he searched his spirit for comfort. As God troubled him by keeping him awake, he
thought about the former days when he could sing in the night about God’s deliverances. But now he was perplexed because
he had no occasion for praise.
(Psalms 77:5) I have considered the days of old, The years of ancient times.
(Psalms 77:6) I call to remembrance my song in the night; I meditate within my heart, And my spirit makes diligent search.
Notice the 6 questions in the next verses 7 to 9
Have you ever questioned our LORD? Have you asked, why God?
(Psalms 77:7) Will the Lord cast off forever? And will He be favorable no more?
Asaph was perplexed because he seemed to be abandoned by the LORD. He wondered if God had cast Israel off, by
discontinuing His favor.… love (h[esed{, “loyal love”), and promise and by withholding His mercy and compassion because of
His anger.
Apparently, then, the nation was in distress. God had not answered their prayers, which greatly troubled the
psalmist’s soul.
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(Psalms 77:8) Has His mercy ceased forever? Has His promise failed forevermore?
(Psalms 77:9) Has God forgotten to be gracious? Has He in anger shut up His tender mercies? Selah
(Psalms 77:10) And I said, "This is my anguish; But I will remember the years of the right hand of the Most High."
Asaph decided to recall (remember… meditate… consider,)
The psalmist’s comfort and hope came from his musing on God’s great deliverance of Israel at the Exodus.
God’s miracles (v. 11) performed in the past by His right hand (v. 10, i.e., in power; cf. “arm,” v. 15). Asaph based his
appeal on those works and deeds. His immediate reflection led him to praise the incomparably holy and great… God as
Redeemer (vv. 13-15).
(Psalms 77:11) I will remember the works of the LORD; Surely I will remember Your wonders of old.
(Psalms 77:12) I will also meditate on all Your work, And talk of Your deeds.
(Psalms 77:13) Your way, O God, is in the sanctuary; Who is so great a God as our God?
The question, What god is so great as our God? does not imply that other gods live. It indicates that God far exceeds
every false god people worship.
Micah 7:18
Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? he
retaineth not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy.
(Psalms 77:14) You are the God who does wonders; You have declared Your strength among the peoples.
God is incomparable because he performs miraculous, mighty deeds, such as the redemption (deliverance) of His people
from Egypt by His arm (i.e., strength).
(Psalms 77:15) You have with Your arm redeemed Your people, The sons of Jacob and Joseph. Selah
(Psalms 77:16) The waters saw You, O God; The waters saw You, they were afraid; The depths also trembled.
Asaph vividly described the phenomena that accompanied the display of power when God redeemed His people from
Egypt. Waters responded to Him (at the crossing of the Red Sea), and clouds… thunder… lightning (Your arrows), and
earthquakes revealed His power.
(Psalms 77:17) The clouds poured out water; The skies sent out a sound; Your arrows also flashed about.
(Psalms 77:18) The voice of Your thunder was in the whirlwind; The lightnings lit up the world; The earth trembled and
shook.
(Psalms 77:19) Your way was in the sea, Your path in the great waters, And Your footsteps were not known.
(Psalms 77:20) You led Your people like a flock By the hand of Moses and Aaron.
God used Moses and Aaron to lead His people miraculously out of danger through the Red Sea as if they were a flock
of sheep .
So the implication of this praise-filled meditation is that God will again miraculously rescue His people, people whom
He has redeemed to Himself.
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PSALM SEVENTY EIGHT
An Historical Psalm
Psalm 78 continues the tradition of passing on the record of God’s marvelous works of old from one generation to
another. Psalmist Asaph implored his generation to keep the Law and not forget God’s works and rebel. They should not do
as their ancestors in the wilderness did, who were slain by the Lord’s anger, or as a later generation did when Shiloh was
plundered before the Lord chose David. The poem is a sad recounting of how their ancestors forgot God’s works, but it
also recounts how the Lord graciously delivered them.
This extensive psalm (72 verses) is illustrative of Israel's practice of passing from one generation to the next a record of
God's incomparable works on their behalf. In light of His goodness to them, remembrance of and obedience to God's law
are the only proper responses.
Asaph recites the early history of the nation in order to warn future generations against a repetition of unfaithfulness. He
invites (vv. 1-11)
the people to recall their provocation of God in the wilderness experience (vv. 12-39), their ingratitude during the Exodus
(vv. 40-55),
and their unfaithfulness during the period of the judges (vv. 56-72).
God's Kindness to Rebellious Israel
(Psalms 78:1) Give ear, O my people, to my law; Incline your ears to the words of my mouth.
78:1-8. Asaph called the people to hear his instruction (v. 1) about the Lord’s deeds… power, and… wonders (v. 4) that
He would make known to his generation. These had been handed down from earlier generations as God had commanded.
The LORD planned this so that the nation might trust Him and obey the Law (v. 7), not stumbling in unbelief and rebellion
like their unfaithful forefathers (v. 8).
(Psalms 78:2) I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings of old,
This verse is quoted by Matthew to show that Jesus' speaking in parables was a means of substantiating His messiahship.
This verse is quoted in Matt. 13:35 to describe Jesus' way of teaching.
Matthew 13:35 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, I will open my mouth in parables; I
will utter things which have been kept secret from the foundation of the world.
(Psalms 78:3) Which we have heard and known, And our fathers have told us.
(Psalms 78:4) We will not hide them from their children, Telling to the generation to come the praises of the LORD, And
His strength and His wonderful works that He has done.
(Psalms 78:5) For He established a testimony in Jacob, And appointed a law in Israel, Which He commanded our fathers,
That they should make them known to their children;
(Psalms 78:6) That the generation to come might know them, The children who would be born, That they may arise and
declare them to their children,
(Psalms 78:7) That they may set their hope in God, And not forget the works of God, But keep His commandments;
(Psalms 78:8) And may not be like their fathers, A stubborn and rebellious generation, A generation that did not set its heart
aright, And whose spirit was not faithful to God.
(Psalms 78:9) The children of Ephraim, being armed and carrying bows, Turned back in the day of battle.
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It is difficult to know for sure which event these verses refer to. Ephraim’s failure in battle and her disobedience to God,
whenever they occurred, may have resulted in Judah’s being made preeminent over Ephraim
turned back. Not a reference to a specific occasion of cowardice in battle but to the fact that, like cowards, they retreated
from obedience to God's law .
(Psalms 78:10) They did not keep the covenant of God; They refused to walk in His law,
(Psalms 78:11) And forgot His works And His wonders that He had shown them.
(Psalms 78:12) Marvelous things He did in the sight of their fathers, In the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan.
Summary of the plagues in Egypt and miracles related to water in their deliverance.
Zoan. Capital of Goshen in NE Egypt.
In the rest of the psalm Asaph reviewed God’s intervention in Israel’s history. In verses 12-39 the writer recounted the
marvelous things God did for Israel’s ancestors at the Exodus and in the desert and their failure to obey Him. In verses 4072 Asaph recounted the marvelous things God did for the nation from the time of the plagues to His giving them David as
their king, and also the people’s disobedience.
(Psalms 78:13) He divided the sea and caused them to pass through; And He made the waters stand up like a heap.
(Psalms 78:14) In the daytime also He led them with the cloud, And all the night with a light of fire.
(Psalms 78:15) He split the rocks in the wilderness, And gave them drink in abundance like the depths.
(Psalms 78:16) He also brought streams out of the rock, And caused waters to run down like rivers.
(Psalms 78:17) But they sinned even more against Him By rebelling against the Most High in the wilderness.
Vs. 78:17-39 Summary of Israel's rebellion in their wanderings and God's anger against them.
(Psalms 78:18) And they tested God in their heart By asking for the food of their fancy.
(Psalms 78:19) Yes, they spoke against God: They said, "Can God prepare a table in the wilderness?
(Psalms 78:20) Behold, He struck the rock, So that the waters gushed out, And the streams overflowed. Can He give bread
also? Can He provide meat for His people?"
(Psalms 78:21) Therefore the LORD heard this and was furious; So a fire was kindled against Jacob, And anger also came
up against Israel,
78:21-33. Asaph told how the LORD met the Israelites’ murmuring first with anger in sending fire (vv. 21-22; cf. Num.
11:1-3),
then by showering them with manna (Ps. 78:23-25; cf. Ex. 16:14-31), called the bread of angels because it was sent by
God (cf. Ex. 16:4),
then with the meat (Ps. 78:27-29) of quails (cf. Ex. 16:13) driven in by southeast winds (cf. Num. 11:31).
Asaph also recalled that God’s anger (cf. Ps. 78:21) destroyed those who craved (vv. 30-33; cf. Num. 11:33).
(Psalms 78:22) Because they did not believe in God, And did not trust in His salvation.
(Psalms 78:23) Yet He had commanded the clouds above, And opened the doors of heaven,
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(Psalms 78:24) Had rained down manna on them to eat, And given them of the bread of heaven.
(Psalms 78:25) Men ate angels' food; He sent them food to the full.
"Angels' food" (lit. "bread of the mighty") refers to the manna provided for the Israelites in the wilderness (cf. Ex. 16:1215).
(Psalms 78:26) He caused an east wind to blow in the heavens; And by His power He brought in the south wind.
(Psalms 78:27) He also rained meat on them like the dust, Feathered fowl like the sand of the seas;
(Psalms 78:28) And He let them fall in the midst of their camp, All around their dwellings.
(Psalms 78:29) So they ate and were well filled, For He gave them their own desire.
(Psalms 78:30) They were not deprived of their craving; But while their food was still in their mouths,
(Psalms 78:31) The wrath of God came against them, And slew the stoutest of them, And struck down the choice men of
Israel.
(Psalms 78:32) In spite of this they still sinned, AND did not believe in His wondrous works.
(Psalms 78:33) Therefore their days He consumed in futility, And their years in fear.
Vs. 78:33 futility. A reference to the 40 years of wandering in the wilderness.
(Psalms 78:34) When He slew them, then they sought Him; And they returned and sought earnestly for God.
78:34-39. Asaph added that whenever the Lord punished His people, they turned to Him as their Rock and Redeemer,
even though their hearts were not right. But God forgave them, repeatedly restraining His anger, because He remembered…
they were mere humans with fleeting lives (vv. 38-39).
(Psalms 78:35) Then they remembered that God was their rock, And the Most High God their Redeemer.
(Psalms 78:36) Nevertheless they flattered Him with their mouth, And they lied to Him with their tongue;
(Psalms 78:37) For their heart was not steadfast with Him, Nor were they faithful in His covenant.
(Psalms 78:38) But He, being full of compassion, forgave their iniquity, And did not destroy them. Yes, many a time He
turned His anger away, And did not stir up all His wrath;
(Psalms 78:39) For He remembered that they were but flesh, A breath that passes away and does not come again.
(Psalms 78:40) How often they provoked Him in the wilderness, And grieved Him in the desert!
78:40-55. Asaph lamented how often the people rebelled… in the desert, forgetting the mighty works that demonstrated
God’s power (vv. 40-42).
So, having briefly referred to the plagues in Egypt (v. 12), he now described some of them in greater detail (vv. 43-51;
cf. 105:28-38).
Sycamore-fig trees were common in Egypt. He also wrote about God’s great deliverance of the people through the
wilderness as He led them like a flock (78:52-54; cf. 79:13), and about the Conquest of the land (78:55).
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(Psalms 78:41) Yes, again and again they tempted God, And limited the Holy One of Israel.
(Psalms 78:42) They did not remember His power: The day when He redeemed them from the enemy,
(Psalms 78:43) When He worked His signs in Egypt, And His wonders in the field of Zoan;
(Psalms 78:44) Turned their rivers into blood, And their streams, that they could not drink.
(Psalms 78:45) He sent swarms of flies among them, which devoured them, And frogs, which destroyed them.
(Psalms 78:46) He also gave their crops to the caterpillar, And their labor to the locust.
(Psalms 78:47) He destroyed their vines with hail, And their sycamore trees with frost.
(Psalms 78:48) He also gave up their cattle to the hail, And their flocks to fiery lightning.
(Psalms 78:49) He cast on them the fierceness of His anger, Wrath, indignation, and trouble, By sending angels of
destruction among them.
Psalms 78:49: (vv. 49-51) This passage alludes to the tenth plague against the Egyptians -- the death of the firstborn (cf. Ex.
12:12, 13, 29). "Angels of destruction" ("messengers of evil") denotes good angels that execute the judgments of God (cf.
Gen. 19:1-6; 2 Sam. 24:15-17; 2 Kin. 19:35).
(Psalms 78:50) He made a path for His anger; He did not spare their soul from death, But gave their life over to the plague,
(Psalms 78:51) And destroyed all the firstborn in Egypt, The first of their strength in the tents of Ham.
(Psalms 78:52) But He made His own people go forth like sheep, And guided them in the wilderness like a flock;
(Psalms 78:53) And He led them on safely, so that they did not fear; But the sea overwhelmed their enemies.
(Psalms 78:54) And He brought them to His holy border, This mountain which His right hand had acquired.
(Psalms 78:55) He also drove out the nations before them, Allotted them an inheritance by survey, And made the tribes of
Israel dwell in their tents.
(Psalms 78:56) Yet they tested and provoked the Most High God, And did not keep His testimonies,
78:56-64. Then Asaph sadly recalled how the people tested God, rebelled against Him, and turned to false gods (vv. 5658). Because of this the Lord was angry and had Shiloh plundered so that the ark was captured (vv. 59-61; cf. 1 Sam. 4:411). Many people were killed at that time (Ps. 78:62-64), including the priests Hophni and Phinehas.
(Psalms 78:57) But turned back and acted unfaithfully like their fathers; They were turned aside like a deceitful bow.
(Psalms 78:58) For they provoked Him to anger with their high places, And moved Him to jealousy with their carved
images.
(Psalms 78:59) When God heard this, He was furious, And greatly abhorred Israel,
(Psalms 78:60) So that He forsook the tabernacle of Shiloh, The tent He had placed among men,
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Psalms 78:60: This verse is a reference to the capture of the ark by the Philistines at Shiloh (cf. 1 Sam. 4:3, 4).
(Psalms 78:61) And delivered His strength into captivity, And His glory into the enemy's hand.
Vs. 78:61 The delivering of God's strength to captivity refers to the capture of the ark by the Philistines (1 Sam. 4:1-7:1).
(Psalms 78:62) He also gave His people over to the sword, And was furious with His inheritance.
(Psalms 78:63) The fire consumed their young men, And their maidens were not given in marriage.
(Psalms 78:64) Their priests fell by the sword, And their widows made no lamentation.
(Psalms 78:65) Then the Lord awoke as from sleep, Like a mighty man who shouts because of wine.
78:65-72. Asaph then reminded the people how the Lord awoke, figuratively speaking, like a mighty man and saved His
people from their enemies. But then He rejected the tents of Joseph, Manasseh and Ephraim, representing the Northern
tribes, and chose Judah’s Zion for the location of His sanctuary, and David His servant to be His king. The disbelief and
disobedience that brought disaster at the Battle of Aphek (1 Sam. 4:1-11) marked the turning point to a new priesthood and a
new sanctuary, and a king to lead the people, God’s inheritance
(Psalms 78:66) And He beat back His enemies; He put them to a perpetual reproach.
(Psalms 78:67) Moreover He rejected the tent of Joseph, And did not choose the tribe of Ephraim,
(Psalms 78:68) But chose the tribe of Judah, Mount Zion which He loved.
The temporary sanctuary for the ark was at Shiloh, in the territory of Ephraim, one of the two tribes of Joseph. The
ark, however, was never returned to Shiloh; upon its recapture, David eventually brought it to Jerusalem.
(Psalms 78:69) And He built His sanctuary like the heights, Like the earth which He has established forever.
(Psalms 78:70) He also chose David His servant, And took him from the sheepfolds;
(Psalms 78:71) From following the ewes that had young He brought him, To shepherd Jacob His people, And Israel His
inheritance.
(Psalms 78:72) So he shepherded them according to the integrity of his heart, And guided them by the skillfulness of his
hands.
PSALM SEVENTY NINE
Complaining that Jerusalem had been devastated, the saints slaughtered, and their enemies encouraged to scoff, the
psalmist pleaded with the Lord not to remember their sins but to deliver them for His name’s sake. This psalm is similar in
several ways to Psalm 74.
These verses depict the destruction of Jerusalem by the armies of Babylon in 586 B.C.
A Dirge and a Prayer for Israel, Destroyed by Enemies
(Psalms 79:1) O God, the nations have come into Your inheritance; Your holy temple they have defiled; They have laid
Jerusalem in heaps.
79:1-4. The writer lamented that the nations had invaded the land of God’s people , defiled the temple, and plundered
the holy city. Moreover, they had slaughtered many of God’s servants, leaving them unburied for predators to devour. All
this had made Israel an object of scorn and reproach.
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In this imprecatory psalm, Asaph bemoans the desecration of Jerusalem (vv. 1-5) and beseeches God to destroy Israel's
enemies (vv. 6-13).
(Psalms 79:2) The dead bodies of Your servants They have given as food for the birds of the heavens, The flesh of Your
saints to the beasts of the earth.
(Psalms 79:3) Their blood they have shed like water all around Jerusalem, And there was no one to bury them.
(Psalms 79:4) We have become a reproach to our neighbors, A scorn and derision to those who are around us.
(Psalms 79:5) How long, LORD? Will You be angry forever? Will Your jealousy burn like fire?
79:5-9. The psalmist then pleaded with the LORD not to remember their sins but to help them in their need. He wanted to
know how long the Lord would be angry with their sins, with His jealousy burning like fire. God was asked to destroy their
enemies and deliver His own quickly for His glory and for His name’s sake, that is, because of His reputation.
(Psalms 79:6) Pour out Your wrath on the nations that do not know You, And on the kingdoms that do not call on Your
name.
Psalms 79:6: (vv. 6-12) These verses (especially vv. 6, 10, 12) constitute an imprecatory prayer against Jerusalem's
captors, i.e., the Babylonians
(Psalms 79:7) For they have devoured Jacob, And laid waste his dwelling place.
(Psalms 79:8) Oh, do not remember former iniquities against us! Let Your tender mercies come speedily to meet us, For we
have been brought very low.
iniquities of our forefathers. Sins committed by previous generations, specifically idolatry and failure to keep the sabbatical
year for the land, resulted in captivity and the suffering of the generation of this psalm.
The psalmist appeals to God's mercy (vv. 8-9) and to His honor (v. 10).
(Psalms 79:9) Help us, O God of our salvation, For the glory of Your name; And deliver us, and provide atonement for our
sins, For Your name's sake!
(Psalms 79:10) Why should the nations say, "Where is their God?" Let there be known among the nations in our sight
The avenging of the blood of Your servants which has been shed.
Seeking to motivate the LORD to answer his plea for deliverance, the psalmist desired that He would keep the Israelite
prisoners alive and end the nations’ mockery of God’s people (Where is their God?) by turning on them seven times and
ending the nations’ reproach against God’s supposed inability to help His own.
(Psalms 79:11) Let the groaning of the prisoner come before You; According to the greatness of Your power Preserve those
who are appointed to die;
(Psalms 79:12) And return to our neighbors sevenfold into their bosom Their reproach with which they have reproached
You, O Lord.
sevenfold. Thoroughly.
(Psalms 79:13) So we, Your people and sheep of Your pasture, Will give You thanks forever; We will show forth Your
praise to all generations.
After the Lord would release His people from bondage, the psalmist promised that then they, the sheep of His pasture,
would be eternally grateful and would praise Him forever.
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PSALM EIGHTY
In his prayer that the Lord would restore and save Israel, the psalmist lamented the awful calamity brought on them by
their enemies. He described the blessing and cursing of the nation as a vine that flourished and was then destroyed. He
repeated the refrain (vv. 3, 7, 19) “And we shall be saved”that God should turn and save them.
Prayer for Israel's Restoration
(Psalms 80:1) Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, You who lead Joseph like a flock; You who dwell between the cherubim,
shine forth!
"You who dwell between the cherubim" is an allusion to the mercy seat, i.e., the lid of the ark of the covenant
Written against the background of the Assyrian captivity of the northern tribes of Israel , this psalm reveals the shock that
event had in Jerusalem (where the Asaph singers lived). Now exposed to Assyria on the north, the people of Judah cry to
God as the Shepherd of His sheep (vv. 1-7) and as the Husbandman of His vineyard (vv. 8-19). Shoshannim.
80:1-2. The psalmist appealed to the Lord, the Shepherd (cf. 23:1; 28:9) of His people, the sheep, to help the tribes in
their distress. The Lord is pictured sitting enthroned in the temple above the gold-covered cherubim over the ark of the
covenant. Joseph, representing the Northern Kingdom, and Benjamin, representing the Southern Kingdom, were Rachel’s
two sons; Ephraim and Manasseh, Joseph’s sons, were her grandsons.
(Psalms 80:2) Before Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, Stir up Your strength, And come and save us!
(Psalms 80:3) Restore us, O God; Cause Your face to shine, And we shall be saved!
80:3. The psalmist then prayed that God would restore and save His people by His grace. This refrain recurs in verses 7, 19.
The concept of divine favor is expressed by the image of one’s face shining on another, like a beaming countenance of
approval .
(Psalms 80:4) O LORD God of hosts, How long will You be angry Against the prayer of Your people?
80:4-7. The psalmist lamented the fierce discipline God had brought on His people. He cried out to God, asking how long
His anger would be directed against them.
(Psalms 80:5) You have fed them with the bread of tears, And given them tears to drink in great measure.
In place of manna, the people now ate and drank tears.
The situation was as if God (like a Shepherd) had been feeding His people tears. He had brought painful calamity on them so
that they wept uncontrollably (expressed in hyperbole that their tears were drunk by the bowlful).
(Psalms 80:6) You have made us a strife to our neighbors, And our enemies laugh among themselves.
But the most painful aspect of God’s chastening was that Israel’s enemies mocked them .
(Psalms 80:7) Restore us, O God of hosts; Cause Your face to shine, And we shall be saved!
Again the refrain expressed the desire that God would restore His people by His favor .
(Psalms 80:8) You have brought a vine out of Egypt; You have cast out the nations, and planted it.
Israel, the vine, transplanted from Egypt, had spread throughout Canaan.
80:8-11. The psalmist pictured Israel as a vine that God brought from Egypt and planted in the land. It flourished so that
it spread to the mountains in the south, to the cedars of Lebanon in the north, to the Sea (the Mediterranean to the west) and
to the River (the Euphrates) on the east.
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(Psalms 80:9) You prepared room for it, And caused it to take deep root, And it filled the land.
South
North
(Psalms 80:10) The hills were covered with its shadow, And the mighty cedars with its boughs.
West
East
(Psalms 80:11) She sent out her boughs to the Sea, And her branches to the River.
The sea is the Mediterranean, the River the Euphrates.
(Psalms 80:12) Why have You broken down her hedges, So that all who pass by the way pluck her fruit?
80:12-14b. However, this prosperity had withered. By a rhetorical question the writer lamented that God had broken
down the walls of the nation to enable others to plunder her. The Hebrew word for “walls” (also used in 89:40; Isa. 5:5) does
not mean city walls but walls around vineyards. The enemies who plundered Israel are here described as boars and beasts.
(Psalms 80:13) The boar out of the woods uproots it, And the wild beast of the field devours it.
(Psalms 80:14) Return, we beseech You, O God of hosts; Look down from heaven and see, And visit this vine
The figure of Israel as a vine may have been prompted by Genesis 49:22. It is used also in Isaiah 5:1-7; 27:2-6;
Jeremiah 2:21; 12:10; Hosea 10:1. Jesus spoke of Himself as a Vine (John 15:1, 5) for He, being the promised Seed,
represented and fulfilled God’s purposes for Israel. Where she failed, He succeeded.
The first two lines of Psalm 80:14 are a refrain similar (but different in wording) to verses 3, 7, 19.
(Psalms 80:15) And the vineyard which Your right hand has planted, And the branch that You made strong for Yourself.
80:14c-16. Asaph continued to speak of the vine, lamenting that the root that had been planted and the son who had
grown had been destroyed (cut down). “Son,” a literal rendering of the Hebrew, refers to the nation that sprang from “the
root.” So “son” could be rendered “branch” (cf. NIV marg.). Again (cf. comments on v. 12) this imagery may come from
Genesis 49:22. The Hebrew term “son” is also used for the nation in Exodus 4:22 and Hosea 11:1. Again the New Testament
(Matt. 2:15) applied a prophet’s words (Hosea 11:1) to Christ the Seed as the Representative of Israel.
(Psalms 80:16) It is burned with fire, it is cut down; They perish at the rebuke of Your countenance.
(Psalms 80:17) Let Your hand be upon the man of Your right hand, Upon the son of man whom You made strong for
Yourself.
the son of man. Here, used of Israel
80:17-19. The psalmist prayed that God’s hand would restore them. The man at Your right hand may allude to
Benjamin, which means “son of the right hand.” The son of man refers to Israel (again as a son). Asaph said that if God
would bless His own, the people would be faithful to Him.
(Psalms 80:18) Then we will not turn back from You; Revive us, and we will call upon Your name.
(Psalms 80:19) Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; Cause Your face to shine, And we shall be saved!
Once more the psalm includes the refrain which requests that God would restore His people by His favor (cf. vv. 3, 7).
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PSALM EIGHTY ONE
This song is a festive celebration in memory of the Lord’s deliverance. It has been traditionally identified with the Feast
of Tabernacles, Deut. 16:13-15. Some have argued, on the basis of Psalm 81:5, that the Passover was the occasion for
Asaph’s writing Psalm 81, since the Passover was inaugurated in Egypt. But the jubilation in the psalm fits the
Tabernacles festival better. In the psalm Asaph summoned the people to the festival which God had ordained as a
memorial to His great deliverance of them from bondage in Egypt. Using the witness of history, the writer declared that the
Lord would turn their affliction away if they would obey Him.
Deut. 16:13-15
13
Thou shalt observe the feast of tabernacles seven days, after that thou hast gathered in thy corn and thy wine:
14
And thou shalt rejoice in thy feast, thou, and thy son, and thy daughter, and thy manservant, and thy maidservant,
and the Levite, the stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, that are within thy gates.
15
Seven days shalt thou keep a solemn feast unto the LORD thy God in the place which the LORD shall choose:
because the LORD thy God shall bless thee in all thine increase, and in all the works of thine hands, therefore thou shalt
surely rejoice.
An Appeal for Israel's Repentance
(Psalms 81:1) Sing aloud to God our strength; Make a joyful shout to the God of Jacob.
This psalm, associated with the Feast of Booths opens with a summons to praise (vv. 1-5), continues with an exhortation to
remember (vv. 6-10),
and concludes with a call to repent (vv. 11-16).
Jewish tradition associates this psalm with the Feast of Tabernacles, the harvest festival in the fall of the year (see chart, "The
Feasts of the Lord," Ex. 23:14).
Exodus 23:14
Three times thou shalt keep a feast unto me in the year.
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(Psalms 81:2) Raise a song and strike the timbrel, The pleasant harp with the lute.
Piano
guitar
(Psalms 81:3) Blow the trumpet at the time of the New Moon, At the full moon, on our solemn feast day.
new moon. The beginning of the seventh month, when the trumpet was blown.
Leviticus 23:24
Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, in the first day of the month, shall ye have a sabbath, a
memorial of blowing of trumpets, an holy convocation.
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At the full moon. On the fifteenth day, when the Feast of Booths began.
Leviticus 23:39
39
Also in the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when ye have gathered in the fruit of the land, ye shall keep a feast
unto the LORD seven days: on the first day shall be a sabbath, and on the eighth day shall be a sabbath.
Then the psalmist exhorted them to appear at the festival because it was a statute for the nation to keep. The Law
stipulated that adult males were to make pilgrimages three times a year to Jerusalem to celebrate the Feasts of Passover (in
association with the Feast of Unleavened Bread), Weeks, and Tabernacles (Deut. 16:16). The Feast of Tabernacles began
on the 15th day of the seventh month (Lev. 23:39) when the moon was full. The seventh month was September-October.
(Psalms 81:4) For this is a statute for Israel, A law of the God of Jacob.
The Feast of Tabernacles reminded Israel of the wanderings.
(Psalms 81:5) This He established in Joseph as a testimony, When He went throughout the land of Egypt, Where I heard a
language I did not understand.
The language they did not know in Egypt was God's call to liberation from Egypt and to obedience
(Psalms 81:6) "I removed his shoulder from the burden; His hands were freed from the baskets.
These verses record God’s communication to Israel as if He spoke directly to the nation.
. First, the psalmist wrote that God said that by the Exodus He relieved the Israelites of their burden (in the Egyptian
bondage when they had to carry bricks in baskets),
(Psalms 81:7) You called in trouble, and I delivered you; I answered you in the secret place of thunder; I tested you at the
waters of Meribah. Selah
"Waters of Meribah" refers either to Ex. 17:6, 7 (at the beginning of the wilderness wanderings)

or

to Num. 20:2-13 (at the close of the wilderness period).
and in the wilderness He tested them at… . Meribah
Meribah = "strife" or "contention";
2 Examples
1) a fountain at Rephidim, in the desert of Sin; so called because the Israelites murmured against God
2) the name of the water supply at Kadesh on the southern border of the promised land; the people also murmured here
against God

This fits the scene for example number one listed above.
Exodus 17:6-7
6
Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall come
water out of it, that the people may drink. And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel.
7
And he called the name of the place Massah, and Meribah, because of the chiding of the children of Israel, and
because they tempted the LORD, saying, Is the LORD among us, or not?
Mer’ i bah means strife in Hebrew
Mas’ sah means temptation in Hebrew
Taken together they mean to strive with, to contend with , to find fault with.
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Numbers 20:13
This is the water of Meribah; because the children of Israel strove with the LORD, and he was sanctified in them.
Psalm 95:8
Harden not your heart, as in the provocation, and as in the day of temptation in the wilderness:
Psalm 106:32
They angered him also at the waters of strife, so that it went ill with Moses for their sakes:
This fits the scene for example number two listed above
Numbers 20:2-13
2
And there was no water for the congregation: and they gathered themselves together against Moses and against
Aaron.
3
And the people chode with Moses, and spake, saying, Would God that we had died when our brethren died before
the LORD!
4
And why have ye brought up the congregation of the LORD into this wilderness, that we and our cattle should die
there?
5
And wherefore have ye made us to come up out of Egypt, to bring us in unto this evil place? it is no place of seed,
or of figs, or of vines, or of pomegranates; neither is there any water to drink.
6
And Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation,
and they fell upon their faces: and the glory of the LORD appeared unto them.
7
And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
8
Take the rod, and gather thou the assembly together, thou, and Aaron thy brother, and speak ye unto the rock
before their eyes; and it shall give forth his water, and thou shalt bring forth to them water out of the rock: so thou shalt give
the congregation and their beasts drink.
9
And Moses took the rod from before the LORD, as he commanded him.
10
And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation together before the rock, and he said unto them, Hear now, ye
rebels; must we fetch you water out of this rock?
11
And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice: and the water came out abundantly, and
the congregation drank, and their beasts also.
12
And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children
of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into the land which I have given them.
13
This is the water of Meribah; because the children of Israel strove with the LORD, and he was sanctified in them.
(Psalms 81:8) "Hear, O My people, and I will admonish you! O Israel, if you will listen to Me!
The psalmist then recalled God’s revelation of Himself and His Law to His people. He had promised if they would hold
their allegiance to Him. Ex. 20:3-6, He would provide their needs bountifully since He had brought them up out of Egypt Ex.
20:2. They should not turn to any foreign god because only He could satisfy them abundantly.
(Psalms 81:9) There shall be no foreign god among you; Nor shall you worship any foreign god.
Exodus 20:3-6
3
Thou shalt have no other gods before me.
4
Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in
the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth:
5
Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the
iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me;
6
And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments.
(Psalms 81:10) I am the LORD your God, Who brought you out of the land of Egypt; Open your mouth wide, and I will fill
it.
Exodus 20:2
I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.
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(Psalms 81:11) "But My people would not heed My voice, And Israel would have none of Me.
Asaph then reported God’s words about their disobedience. Because they did not submit to Him, He let them run to their
own destruction.
These verses allude to Israel's disobedience and punishment. Often God's chastisement is simply to leave His children to their
own self-willed actions.
Judg. 21:25
In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes.
Prov. 1:30, 31
30
They would none of my counsel: they despised all my reproof.
31
Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own devices.
Prov. 21:2
Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the LORD pondereth the hearts.
(Psalms 81:12) So I gave them over to their own stubborn heart, To walk in their own counsels.
Rom. 1:24, 25
Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies
between themselves:
Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for
ever. Amen.
(Psalms 81:13) "Oh, that My people would listen to Me, That Israel would walk in My ways!
The psalmist recorded God’s promise that if they would obey Him He would subdue their enemies and give them prosperity
(wheat and honey;).
Deut. 32:13-14
13
He made him ride on the high places of the earth, that he might eat the increase of the fields; and he made him to
suck honey out of the rock, and oil out of the flinty rock;
14
Butter of kine, and milk of sheep, with fat of lambs, and rams of the breed of Bashan, and goats, with the fat of
kidneys of wheat; and thou didst drink the pure blood of the grape.
God's children maintain their fellowship with their Father only as they live in obedience to His Word and in submission to
His will
1 John 1:5-7
5
This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no
darkness at all.
6
If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:
7
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ
his Son cleanseth us from all sin.
(Psalms 81:14) I would soon subdue their enemies, And turn My hand against their adversaries.
(Psalms 81:15) The haters of the LORD would pretend submission to Him, But their fate would endure forever.
(Psalms 81:16) He would have fed them also with the finest of wheat; And with honey from the rock I would have satisfied
you."
wheat . . . honey indicate prosperity.
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PSALM EIGHTY TWO
Declaring that God judges His human judges, Asaph called for Him to act on His justice. Asaph warned that judges
without understanding, who ignore God’s appointment of them, will perish. Superscription: This is a psalm of Asaph,
(the gatherer)
Ch. 82 Like Ps. 58, this psalm also relates to the unjust judges (the gods) who stand before God's judgment seat (v. 1)
accused of injustice (vv. 2-5) and who hear the divine verdict of death (vv. 6-7). The psalmist petitions God to extend His
just judgment throughout the earth (v. 8).
A Plea for Justice
(Psalms 82:1) God stands in the congregation of the mighty; He judges among the gods.
Rulers., Judges, Lit., the gods. A reference to the human rulers and judges of the people
The word gods , little g for god, ()e6lo4h|<m) is used here for authorities in Israel
The reference to "gods" (^elohim, Heb.) is best understood here and in v. 6 as an allusion to the corrupt and unjust judges
of Israel (Ex. 21:6; 22:8, 9). Human rulers who administer justice are looked upon in Scripture as being divinely appointed
and responsible before God (Deut. 1:17; Rom. 13:1-7).
Exodus 21:6
Then his master shall bring him unto the judges; he shall also bring him to the door, or unto the door post; and his master
shall bore his ear through with an aul; and he shall serve him for ever.
Exodus 22:8-9
If the thief be not found, then the master of the house shall be brought unto the judges, to see whether he have put his hand
unto his neighbour's goods.
For all manner of trespass, whether it be for ox, for ass, for sheep, for raiment, or for any manner of lost thing, which another
challengeth to be his, the cause of both parties shall come before the judges; and whom the judges shall condemn, he shall
pay double unto his neighbour.
Deut. 1:17
Ye shall not respect persons in judgment; but ye shall hear the small as well as the great; ye shall not be afraid of the face of
man; for the judgment is God's: and the cause that is too hard for you, bring it unto me, and I will hear it.
Romans 13:1-7
1
Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are
ordained of God.
2
Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to
themselves damnation.
3
For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is
good, and thou shalt have praise of the same:
4
For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the
sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.
5
Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake.
6
For for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God's ministers, attending continually upon this very thing.
7
Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear;
honour to whom honour.
(Psalms 82:2) How long will you judge unjustly, And show partiality to the wicked? Selah
Using God’s words, the psalmist warned these magistrates to do their jobs right.
The indictment (v. 2), given in the form of a rhetorical question, is that His people were unjust and partial.
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(Psalms 82:3) Defend the poor and fatherless; Do justice to the afflicted and needy.
82:2-5. Instead they should judge fairly and champion the cause of the oppressed (including the weak… fatherless… poor,
and needy). This is the essence of righteous judging.
(Psalms 82:4) Deliver the poor and needy; Free them from the hand of the wicked.
(Psalms 82:5) They do not know, nor do they understand; They walk about in darkness; All the foundations of the earth
are unstable.
However, the human judges under God’s indictment roam the earth without spiritual or intellectual understanding
and in moral darkness so that the foundations of the earth are shaken, that is, law and order are undermined.
(Psalms 82:6) I said, "You are gods, And all of you are children of the Most High.
He had appointed them as “gods” (cf. v. 1) and as sons of the Most High, His representatives on earth
Jesus, in His confrontation with the Jews regarding His deity, quoted the first half of this verse (John 10:34). Since Israel's
judges (Heb. elohim, lit. mighty ones or gods) were, in a sense, "sons of God," Jesus, "the Son of God," was not blaspheming
when He referred to Himself with this title.
John 10:34
Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods?
(Psalms 82:7) But you shall die like men, And fall like one of the princes."
God warned the wicked judges that they will perish.
These corrupt judges will die, as do other people.
(Psalms 82:8) Arise, O God, judge the earth; For You shall inherit all nations.
Asaph called on God to arise and judge the earth, that is, all its inhabitants, for all are His and therefore are responsible
to Him.
PSALM EIGHTY THREE
An Imprecatory Psalm
The psalmist lamented the great danger from the many enemies that hemmed in Judah to crush her. He prayed that God
would muster His power to destroy them, as He had done in former victories.
Prayer to Frustrate Conspiracy Against Israel
(Psalms 83:1) Do not keep silent, O God! Do not hold Your peace, And do not be still, O God!
These verses record Asaph’s lament over Judah’s grave situation. As in many other lament psalms, the writer turned
immediately to God, asking Him to respond (v. 1).
Ringed by enemies, the psalmist pleads with God for help (vv. 1-4),
pictures the confederacy (vv. 5-8),
and prays for vengeance (vv. 9-18).
(Psalms 83:2) For behold, Your enemies make a tumult; And those who hate You have lifted up their head.
The psalmist delineated how Judah’s enemies had taken counsel to destroy her (vv. 2-5).
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(Psalms 83:3) They have taken crafty counsel against Your people, And consulted together against Your sheltered ones.
As God’s enemies they plotted cunningly (cf. 64:6) against God’s people (83:3) and against God Himself (v. 5).
(Psalms 83:4) They have said, "Come, and let us cut them off from being a nation, That the name of Israel may be
remembered no more."
They conspired to destroy the nation and wipe out any remembrance of her. These foes included numerous surrounding
nations: Edom… Ishmaelites (also called the descendants of Hagar), Moab… Gebal (Byblos), Ammon… Amalek… Philistia
and the city of Tyre. Mighty Assyria also supported this coalition which included the descendants of Lot, the Moabites and
Ammonites (Gen. 19:36-38).
Genesis 19:36-38
36
Thus were both the daughters of Lot with child by their father.
37
And the firstborn bare a son, and called his name Moab: the same is the father of the Moabites unto this day.
38
And the younger, she also bare a son, and called his name Benammi: the same is the father of the children of
Ammon unto this day.
(Psalms 83:5) For they have consulted together with one consent; They form a confederacy against You:
The confederacy aligned against the Israelites on this particular occasion are included in the following verses.
(Psalms 83:6) The tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites; Moab and the Hagrites;
(1) "Edom," the descendants of Esau inhabiting the area south of the Dead Sea;
(2) "Moab," the descendants of Lot living east of the southern part of the Dead Sea;
(3) "Hagrites," the Arab people east of Gilead who were defeated by Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh during the
days of Saul (1 Chr. 5:10, 18-22);
(Psalms 83:7) Gebal, Ammon, and Amalek; Philistia with the inhabitants of Tyre;
(4) "Gebal," the land between the Dead Sea and Petra in northeastern Edom;
(5) "Ammon," the territory east of the Dead Sea and north of Moab;
(6) "Amalek," designating the Amalekites, nomadic peoples in the Negev southwest of the Dead Sea (cf. Ex. 17:8-13; 1 Sam.
15:2-33);
(7) "Philistia," who inhabited the coastal plain of southern Palestine;
(8) "Tyre," representative of the Phoenicians, who controlled the coastal plain to the north; and
(Psalms 83:8) Assyria also has joined with them; They have helped the children of Lot. Selah
(9) "Assyria," the destroyer of the northern kingdom.
"Children of Lot" denotes the Moabites and Ammonites
army commander King
(Psalms 83:9) Deal with them as with Midian, As with Sisera, As with Jabin at the Brook Kishon,
Verses 9-18 of the psalm record Asaph’s prayer that God would use His power to overthrow Judah’s enemies.
(1) the overthrow of Jabin, a Canaanite king, and his army commander Sisera at the hands of Barak and Deborah (cf.
Judg. 4:2-24).
SISERA (sihs' uhr uh) Personal name meaning, "mediation.". A military leader of Jabin, king of Canaan (Judg. 4:2) who
was killed by Heber's wife, Jael ( Heb. Ibex, goat)
This imprecation pleads for God's mighty deliverance, with the citing of two illustrations from the period of the judges as
examples: The first is Jabin as seen in the above verse.
(2) the defeat of the Midianites at the hands of Gideon, whereby the two Midianite princes, Oreb and Zeeb, along with the
two kings of Midian, Zebah and Zalmunna, were all slain (Judg. 7:19-8:21);
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(Psalms 83:10) Who perished at En Dor, Who became as refuse on the earth.
The psalmist’s prayer at the outset alluded to past victories over the Midianites through Gideon (Judges 7-8) and against
Sisera through Deborah and Barak (Judges 4-5). Endor is near Taanach, mentioned in Judges 5:19. Asaph spoke again of
Gideon’s victory, Oreb and Zeeb being the leaders of the Midianite warriors (Judges 7:25) and Zebah and Zalmunna the
Midianite kings (Judges 8:5-6, 12, 18).
Princes
(Psalms 83:11) Make their nobles like Oreb and like Zeeb, Yes, all their princes like Zebah and Zalmunna,
Kings
(1) the defeat of the Midianites at the hands of Gideon, whereby the two Midianite princes, Oreb and Zeeb, along with the
two kings of Midian, Zebah and Zalmunna, were all slain (cf. Judg. 7:19-8:21);
(Psalms 83:12) Who said, "Let us take for ourselves The pastures of God for a possession."
(Psalms 83:13) O my God, make them like the whirling dust, Like the chaff before the wind!
83:13-16. The psalmist asked that God would make them like windblown tumbleweed and chaff (cf. 1:4), insecure and
pursued, and that He would hotly pursue them as fire consumes a forest on a mountain. Asaph wanted God’s wrath to be like
a stormy tempest from which they could not escape. This defeat would shame them and cause many to turn to the LORD.
(Psalms 83:14) As the fire burns the woods, And as the flame sets the mountains on fire,
(Psalms 83:15) So pursue them with Your tempest, And frighten them with Your storm.
(Psalms 83:16) Fill their faces with shame, That they may seek Your name, O LORD.
(Psalms 83:17) Let them be confounded and dismayed forever; Yes, let them be put to shame and perish,
83:17-18. The psalm closes with a reiteration of the prayer that the wicked be ashamed (cf. v. 16) and disgraced. By
trifling with people God cherishes, they would learn the hard way that God alone is the sovereign LORD.
(Psalms 83:18) That they may know that You, whose name alone is the LORD, Are the Most High over all the earth.
Psalms 83:18: Yahweh, the personal name for the covenant God of Israel, is translated here as "the Lord"
PSALM EIGHTY FOUR
This passage is a companion to Psalms 42 and 43, because it expresses the same yearning for the formal place of
worship. Technically it is a pilgrimage song, though it is not in the collection of pilgrim psalms (Pss. 120-134). In Psalm 84
the pilgrim declared the blessedness of a believer who in faith journeys to the temple to pray to the Lord. The author is
unknown; it was to be sung by the Korahites.
The Blessedness of Dwelling in the House of God
(Psalms 84:1) How lovely is Your tabernacle, O LORD of hosts!
The psalm breaks out with praise for the dwelling place of the LORD Almighty
“Yahweh of hosts,” i.e., armies.
This song of a pilgrim expresses his passion for God's house (vv. 1-4),
his pilgrimage to God's house (vv. 5-8),
and his praise in God's house (vv. 9-12).
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(Psalms 84:2) My soul longs, yes, even faints For the courts of the LORD; My heart and my flesh cry out for the living
God.
For this place (the temple with its courts;) the psalmist’s heart and… flesh (body) longed. To yearn for the temple
meant to long for the living God Himself . In that day people could approach God through the temple priests. The psalmist’s
faith was thus in the living, powerful Lord God.
(Psalms 84:3) Even the sparrow has found a home, And the swallow a nest for herself, Where she may lay her young; Even
Your altars, O LORD of hosts, My King and my God.
84:3-4. The psalmist conveyed his intense yearning for God and His temple by noting the enviable position of those in
the temple—nesting birds and ministering servants (priests who dwell in the temple rooms).
(Psalms 84:4) Blessed are those who dwell in Your house; They will still be praising You. Selah
(Psalms 84:5) Blessed is the man whose strength is in You, Whose heart is set on pilgrimage.

84:5-7. The psalmist declared the blessedness the joyous privileges and great benefits of those who demonstrate their
faith by going on pilgrimage (Deut. 16:16) to appear in Jerusalem (Zion) before the Lord.
Deut. 16:16
Three times in a year shall all thy males appear before the LORD thy God in the place which he shall choose; in the feast of
unleavened bread, and in the feast of weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles: and they shall not appear before the LORD
empty:
Our trials in life turned into victory in Christ
(Psalms 84:6) As they pass through the Valley of Baca, They make it a spring; The rain also covers it with pools.
the valley of Baca.is not a specific place, but a reference either to a place of weeping
( The word Baca being from a root meaning "to weep") or a valley of desolation (Baca being the singular of "balsam trees,"
which grow in arid ground). The meaning is this: The pilgrim turns his troubles into blessings.( Pass through)
The Valley of Baca (“balsam tree”) was apparently a waterless place that became a place of springs. The rains would
cover the arid valley with pools of water, a vivid picture of God’s blessings on the faithful pilgrims.
"Baca" refers to the balsam tree, which flourished only in arid ground. Thus, the "Valley of Baca" pictures a dry valley on
the route to Jerusalem that was marvelously converted into a place of springs. The idea, of course, is that the man who
loves to spend time in the presence of God is one for whom adverse circumstances are an opportunity for finding God's
faithfulness afresh.
Jeremiah 17:7-8
7
Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and whose hope the LORD is.
8
For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall not see when
heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding
fruit.
pilgrim
(Psalms 84:7) They go from strength to strength; Each one appears before God in Zion.
On their pilgrimage they were strengthened by God’s blessings.
(Psalms 84:8) O LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; Give ear, O God of Jacob! Selah
As the LORD God Almighty (lit., “Yahweh, God of hosts”) and the God of Jacob, He is able to intervene on behalf of His
people and deliver them.
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The pilgrim, once he arrived in God’s dwelling place in Zion, prayed for the king, who was like a shield protecting the
people, and was God’s anointed one.
(Psalms 84:9) O God, behold our shield, And look upon the face of Your anointed.
shield. Speaks of protection.
anointed. Refers immediately to the Davidic king (though ultimately to Christ).
Well known verse
(Psalms 84:10) For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand. I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God
Than dwell in the tents of wickedness.
I would choose rather to stand (sit) at the threshold as a humble supplicant.
An encouragement to all who serve as ushers as their gift unto The Lord
The pilgrim-psalmist stated why he longed to go to Zion: he was confident that God would answer his prayer.
Reaffirming his intense love for the temple and its courts (refer to verse 2 here) he said that one day there was better…
than a thousand elsewhere; to be a servant there was better than living in the lavish tents of the wicked.
(Psalms 84:11) For the LORD God is a sun and shield; The LORD will give grace and glory; No good thing will He
withhold From those who walk uprightly.
The reason, of course, was that God was at the temple and would bless and protect (be a Sun and Shield;) and bestow favor
and good things on those who would walk blamelessly. Another prerequisite for receiving God’s blessings is trust.
No good thing -

This is a very strong statement concerning God's ample and abundant providential care of the righteous.
A key thought for our Christian walk

Note that the promise is not that God will provide all that man thinks is good, but that He will not withhold from His
children that which actually is permanently good.
(Psalms 84:12) O LORD of hosts, Blessed is the man who trusts in You!
PSALM EIGHTY FIVE
The psalmist acknowledged the goodness of God in restoring His people and forgiving their sins. He then prayed that
the Lord would remove His wrath from His people. The psalmist’s confidence in the Lord came from God’s promise of
salvation.
Prayer that the LORD Will Restore Favor to the Land
Grace in the past-see verse 9
(Psalms 85:1) Lord, You have been favorable to Your land; You have brought back the captivity of Jacob.
Written during some setback in the fortunes of the nation, this psalm recalls the deeds of God in the past (vv. 1-3),
reflects on the distress of the present (vv. 4-7),
and reassures concerning deliverance in the future (vv. 8-13).
(Psalms 85:2) You have forgiven the iniquity of Your people; You have covered all their sin. Selah
85:1-3. The song begins with praise to God for restoring the nation. This restoration evidenced the fact that God had
forgiven and covered all their sins, and had set aside His wrath and anger.
Some scholars say this psalm was written in the early days of the exiles’ return from the Babylonian Captivity; this is
hard to prove. Their view, however, does stress that the forgiveness of the nations’ sins ended God’s wrath and prompted His
people’s return.
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(Psalms 85:3) You have taken away all Your wrath; You have turned from the fierceness of Your anger.
(Psalms 85:4) Restore us, O God of our salvation, And cause Your anger toward us to cease.
85:4-7. The psalmist prayed that the Lord would again turn His wrath away and deliver them. He wanted the Lord to put
away His displeasure, and not continue to be angry. Apparently the past restoration referred to in verses 1-3 inspired this
prayer for another restoration. Revived, they would again be able to rejoice and experience His unfailing love (h[esed{).
(Psalms 85:5) Will You be angry with us forever? Will You prolong Your anger to all generations?
(Psalms 85:6) Will You not revive us again, That Your people may rejoice in You?
"In You" ("You alone") is emphatic and underscores the biblical premise that any genuine restoration of the national and
spiritual life of a country has its origin in God.
(Psalms 85:7) Show us Your mercy, LORD, And grant us Your salvation.
(Psalms 85:8) I will hear what God the LORD will speak, For He will speak peace To His people and to His saints; But let
them not turn back to folly.

85:8-9. The psalmist said he would listen for word from the LORD who promises peace (s]a4lo=m, “welfare”; cf. v. 10) to
His… saints.
The intention of God
(Psalms 85:9) Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him, That glory may dwell in our land.
See verse 1
When the glory (presence) of God reigns in the land, the people will experience the characteristics of verses 10-11 (fully
so in the Millennium).
He gives salvation so that His glory may be evident in the land. “Glory” means the manifestation of His presence .
Isaiah 60:1-2
1
Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee.
2
For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the LORD shall arise upon thee,
and his glory shall be seen upon thee.
Zechariah 2:5
For I, saith the LORD, will be unto her a wall of fire round about, and will be the glory in the midst of her.
These ideas expressed in God’s revelation to Israel find their ultimate fulfillment in Christ. This promise of peace and
salvation through the glory of the One who dwells among men may have been in John’s mind when he wrote
John 1:14
14
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of
the Father,) full of grace and truth.
(Psalms 85:10) Mercy and truth have met together; Righteousness and peace have kissed.
John 1:17
For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.
The writer was confident that the LORD would cause His attributes (love [h[esed{], faithfulness, and righteousness) to
work together to provide peace (welfare; cf. v. 8), righteousness, and prosperity .
(Psalms 85:11) Truth shall spring out of the earth, And righteousness shall look down from heaven.
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See land in verses 1 and 9
(Psalms 85:12) Yes, the LORD will give what is good; And our land will yield its increase.
people
(Psalms 85:13) Righteousness will go before Him, And shall make His footsteps our pathway.
John 14:6
Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.
II Jn 1:4
I rejoiced greatly that I found of thy children walking in truth, as we have received a commandment from the Father.
3 Jn 1:4
I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.
PSALM EIGHTY SIX
Because God is good and forgiving, and because He is incomparably able to do great things, the psalmist petitioned Him
to show His strength in the face of opposition from the proud.
The psalm is ascribed to David. It seems to be a mosaic of expressions from the other psalms. Nevertheless it has a
unique emphasis in the Book of Psalms.
Prayer for Mercy, with Meditation on the Excellencies of the LORD
(Psalms 86:1) Bow down Your ear, O LORD, hear me; For I am poor and needy.
This is the only psalm in Book III attributed to David, (Psalms 73 to 89) and it is largely made up of quotations from other
parts of the Psalter
In his prayer David earnestly requested that God hear… answer.… guard.… save.… have mercy on, and bring joy to
him because of his poor and needy condition . Essentially in these requests he desired that God preserve him by His mercy.
David called himself a servant who trusts in the Lord, one who lifts up his soul to God.
This prayer was based on the fact that God is kind, ready to forgive, and abounding in love.
(Psalms 86:2) Preserve my life, for I am holy; You are my God; Save Your servant who trusts in You!
Holy ,godly. I.e., a loyal member of the people who enjoy God's covenant relationship and enjoy His lovingkindness (Heb.,
hesed;)
(Psalms 86:3) Be merciful to me, O Lord, For I cry to You all day long.
David uses Adonai as the name of God designating His power and sovereignty and mastery.
(Psalms 86:4) Rejoice the soul of Your servant, For to You, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
(Psalms 86:5) For You, Lord, are good, and ready to forgive, And abundant in mercy to all those who call upon You.
Psalms 86:5: Obviously, the reason for God's forgiveness, i.e., His hearing those who call upon Him, is His own goodness
and faithfulness .
(Psalms 86:6) Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; And attend to the voice of my supplications.
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86:6-10. David repeated his call for the LORD to hear him. His confidence that in his trouble God would answer him was
strengthened by his knowledge that the Lord is incomparable (there is none like You; cf. Ex. 15:11), fully able to do what he
asked (no deeds can compare with Yours). People from all… nations will serve Him, and He alone is the great… God. This
theme of God’s incomparable greatness is also reflected in the psalm’s sevenfold use of the word Lord ()a6d{o4nay), which
stresses His lordship and sovereignty (Ps. 86:3-5, 8-9, 12, 15).
(Psalms 86:7) In the day of my trouble I will call upon You, For You will answer me.
(Psalms 86:8) Among the gods there is none like You, O Lord; Nor are there any works like Your works.

Exodus 15:11
Who is like unto thee, O LORD, among the gods? who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders?
Psalms 86:8: This is not to be understood to mean that David acknowledged the existence of other gods; v. 10 nullifies such
a conclusion. Rather, this is David's way of affirming that the gods of other nations are actually "no gods"
Deut 3:24
O Lord GOD, thou hast begun to shew thy servant thy greatness, and thy mighty hand: for what God is there in heaven or in
earth, that can do according to thy works, and according to thy might?

(Psalms 86:9) All nations whom You have made Shall come and worship before You, O Lord, And shall glorify Your
name.
(Psalms 86:10) For You are great, and do wondrous things; You alone are God.
(Psalms 86:11) Teach me Your way, O LORD; I will walk in Your truth; Unite my heart to fear Your name.
Vs. 86:11 Unite my heart to fear Your name. I.e., may I have undivided reverence for You.
86:11-13. The psalmist prayed for instruction so that he might be even more faithful to God in His greatness. He desired
to know God’s way so that he could dedicate himself to it with undivided loyalty.
(Psalms 86:12) I will praise You, O Lord my God, with all my heart, And I will glorify Your name forevermore.
(Psalms 86:13) For great is Your mercy toward me, And You have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol.
In addition he vowed to praise God’s greatness wholeheartedly (cf. heart, v. 11). Because of God’s love He delivered David
from death.
(Psalms 86:14) O God, the proud have risen against me, And a mob of violent men have sought my life, And have not set
You before them.

86:14-17. Because the proud had risen against David, he asked God for strength. His enemies were ruthless men with no
regard for the Lord. But by contrast the Lord is compassionate, gracious… slow to anger, loving, and faithful . David’s
prayer for “strength” in the face of his peril was based on the greatness of God. He also asked for a sign of God’s goodness,
that is, deliverance so that others would see and know it was God at work.
(Psalms 86:15) But You, O Lord, are a God full of compassion, and gracious, Longsuffering and abundant in mercy and
truth.
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(Psalms 86:16) Oh, turn to me, and have mercy on me! Give Your strength to Your servant, And save the son of Your
maidservant.
(Psalms 86:17) Show me a sign for good, That those who hate me may see it and be ashamed, Because You, LORD, have
helped me and comforted me.
PSALM EIGHTY SEVEN
This psalm expands on the idea in Psalm 86:9, that nations will someday worship the Lord. Psalm 87 is a song about
the glorious things said about Zion, the city of God. After depicting Zion as God’s glorious city, the psalmist described
how the nations will gather to her as children, and how joyful are those who dwell there.
The Glories of the City of God
(Psalms 87:1) His foundation is in the holy mountains.
In this psalm of praise of Jerusalem, the psalmist describes the glories of Zion (vv. 1-3), the nations and Zion (vv. 4-6),
and the joy in Zion (v. 7).
God founded Zion , God loves it, and God has spoken gloriously of it
Isaiah 14:32
What shall one then answer the messengers of the nation? That the LORD hath founded Zion, and the poor of his people
shall trust in it.
Isaiah 28:16
Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a
sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste.
(Psalms 87:2) The LORD loves the gates of Zion More than all the dwellings of Jacob.

The first verse stands as a single-line summary of the psalm’s theme: God has set His foundation on the holy mountain ,
that is, He has chosen Zion as His dwelling place above all others.
Besides Zion being loved by the Lord, glorious things were said about it. Some of those things are mentioned in the rest
of the psalm .
Isaiah 11:10
And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and
his rest shall be glorious.
(Psalms 87:3) Glorious things are spoken of you, O city of God! Selah
(Psalms 87:4) "I will make mention of Rahab and Babylon to those who know Me; Behold, O Philistia and Tyre, with
Ethiopia: 'This one was born there.'"
"Rahab" is a poetic name for Egypt . The psalmist is announcing that one day even representatives of those mighty
nations that had warred against Israel will be reckoned among the citizens of Zion, i.e., God's people.
God’s purpose is to reconcile people to Himself, and these statements anticipate that five nations—Rahab… Babylon…
Philistia, Phoenicia (represented by Tyre), and Cush (present-day southern Egypt, Sudan, and northern Ethiopia)—will be
among the peoples who acknowledge Him.
The psalmist listed some of the nations that will be gathered to Zion. They will be like children who were born there .
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(Psalms 87:5) And of Zion it will be said, "This one and that one were born in her; And the Most High Himself shall
establish her."
Zion will be enriched in that day by this acquisition of new citizens. All nations in that day will look to Zion as the
“mother city.”
(Psalms 87:6) The LORD will record, When He registers the peoples: "This one was born there." Selah
God’s writing their names in a register figuratively describes His ensuring them a place in Zion.
(Psalms 87:7) Both the singers and the players on instruments say, "All my springs are in you."

87:7. This verse is a brief glimpse of the rejoicing that the other believing nations will bring to Zion.
The second line of the verse states the substance of their musical praise: All my fountains are in You.
Springs - “Fountains” signifies that Zion will be the source of all blessing and pleasure, because of the Lord’s
presence there.
John 7:38
He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.
PSALM EIGHTY EIGHT
Psalm 88, written by Heman ,whose name means , faithful , the Ezrahite (a wise person, 1 Kings 4:31), has been
called one of the saddest psalms in the Psalter. It voices the diligent prayer of one who suffered constantly. The psalmist
lamented the terrible and fierce affliction that had brought him to the point of death. Yet he steadfastly prayed to the Lord
night and day, basing his appeal on the fact that he would be useless to the Lord in the grave. See verse 10
This Psalm is a meditative, thought provoking prayer for deliverance from sadness.
This is the saddest and gloomiest psalm of the Psalter. In it there is not one ray of hope or expectation of deliverance
This Psalm was delivered to the sons of Korah for inclusion in worship.
"Ma’ ha lath (Heb. making sick ) probably denotes a sad hymn tune .
Le an’ noth means "to humble or afflict."
Or simply, a sad hymn tune about personal affliction.
mas’chil,
Hebrew for.
Giving understanding
"Heman the Ezrahite" is best identified as Heman of the tribe of Judah rather than Heman of the tribe of Levi, who
was one of David's three chief musicians .
Version number one
1 Kings 4:31 This scripture below points to Heman the Ezrahite as the writer.
For he was wiser than all men; than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol: and his
fame was in all nations round about.
Version number two
This scripture below points to Heman the court singer as the author. Your choice.
1 Chronicles 15:16-19
16
And David spake to the chief of the Levites to appoint their brethren to be the singers with instruments of musick,
psalteries and harps and cymbals, sounding, by lifting up the voice with joy.
17
So the Levites appointed Heman the son of Joel; and of his brethren, Asaph the son of Berechiah; and of the sons
of Merari their brethren, Ethan the son of Kushaiah;
19
So the singers, Heman, Asaph, and Ethan, were appointed to sound with cymbals of brass;
Psalm Summary
In this saddest psalm of the Psalter, the writer describes the calamities facing him (vv. 1-9) in the crisis that threatens his life
(vv. 10-13) and expresses consternation concerning what is happening in his life (vv. 14-18).
A Prayer for Help in Despondency
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verse 13
(Psalms 88:1) O LORD, God of my salvation, I have cried out day and night before You.
The introduction is given in these verses: the psalmist prayed (cf. v. 13) constantly (day and night) to God for
deliverance.
(Psalms 88:2) Let my prayer come before You; Incline Your ear to my cry.
(Psalms 88:3) For my soul is full of troubles, And my life draws near to the grave.
That the psalmist's life was about to terminate in death is seen by the number of words or concepts used that relate to the
netherworld:
Sheol. Verse 3
the pit (vv. 4, 6),
the dead (vv. 5, 10),
the grave (not the word Sheol, v. 5),
dark places (v. 6),
the depths (v. 6),
Abaddon (v. 11),
darkness (v. 12),
and the land of forgetfulness (v. 12).
(Psalms 88:4) I am counted with those who go down to the pit; I am like a man who has no strength,
88:3-9a. In describing his affliction, Heman first compared himself to those who are forgotten in the grave. His troubled
life was near death (v. 3), he was considered dead (v. 4, pit is a synonym for grave; . He was like the dead, without God’s
care (88:5).
Then in direct address Heman declared that God had brought this trouble on him. God laid him in the lowest pit (cf.
v. 4), God’s wrath… overwhelmed him like waves, and God had separated him from his friends by his grief.
Geber - sepulchre
(Psalms 88:5) Adrift among the dead, Like the slain who lie in the grave, Whom You remember no more, And who are
cut off from Your hand.
Gazar - I am excluded see verse 16
Paraphrase: Exempt from care the killed are like the pierced who lie in a tomb.
To be thought of , no more and are separated from your strength.
(Psalms 88:6) You have laid me in the lowest pit, In darkness, in the depths.
(Psalms 88:7) Your wrath lies heavy upon me, And You have afflicted me with all Your waves. Selah
(Psalms 88:8) You have put away my acquaintances far from me; You have made me an abomination to them; I am shut
up, and I cannot get out;
(Psalms 88:9) My eye wastes away because of affliction. LORD, I have called daily upon You; I have stretched out my
hands to You.
88:9b-12. The psalmist stated that he continued to pray earnestly to the LORD. He reasoned that a dead person cannot
praise God’s works and attributes in the grave. (He wrote this from a human, physical perspective, but it does not contradict
other verses that speak of conscious existence after death.) He said the Lord should deliver him so that he could declare His
glory. True believers want to praise the Lord, and to Heman death seemed to be the end of that opportunity.
(Psalms 88:10) Will You work wonders for the dead? Shall the dead arise and praise You? Selah
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The dead cannot praise God.
(Psalms 88:11) Shall Your lovingkindness be declared in the grave? Or Your faithfulness in the place of destruction?
(Psalms 88:12) Shall Your wonders be known in the dark? And Your righteousness in the land of forgetfulness?
Verse one
(Psalms 88:13) But to You I have cried out, O LORD, And in the morning my prayer comes before You.
88:13-18. For the third time the psalmist affirmed his faith by his cry to God for help (see verse 1-2).
(Psalms 88:14) LORD, why do You cast off my soul? Why do You hide Your face from me?
The question in verse 14 refers to verses 6 and 7
Then, questioning why the LORD had apparently rejected him (v. 14), he again stated that his affliction was terrible (vv. 1518).
(Psalms 88:15) I have been afflicted and ready to die from my youth; I suffer Your terrors; I am distraught.
v5
Tsamath , consumed me
(Psalms 88:16) Your fierce wrath has gone over me; Your terrors have cut me off.
Like Job in some ways, this psalmist suffered under what appeared to be God’s wrath, separated from his friends and loved
ones, and was almost in despair (darkness). Yet, knowing that God was his only Source of hope, he continued to pray. Verse
13
(Psalms 88:17) They came around me all day long like water; They engulfed me altogether.
(Psalms 88:18) Loved one and friend You have put far from me, And my acquaintances into darkness.

PSALM EIGHTY NINE
Messianic Psalm
see verses 3-4, 27-29, 35-37, 49
Ethan in Hebrew translates: Long Lived
This royal psalm is a prayer that God would honor the Davidic Covenant (2 Sam. 7:5-16). The psalm is attributed to
“Ethan” and a wise person, but the exact occasion of its writing is unknown. Various military defeats, such as the invasion of
Judah by Shishak of Egypt (1 Kings 14:25) and the Babylonian Exile, have been suggested.
Faced with the perplexing problem of the affliction and defeat of the anointed Davidic king, the psalmist implored the
Lord to remember His oath and end this disaster. Ethan sought to motivate the Lord to answer his prayer by rehearsing
the covenant promises and the divine attributes on which they rest. So the 52 verse psalm is a study in the age-old
apparent conflict between the promises of a faithful, loving God, and the catastrophes that often occur.
Several key words used repeatedly show something of the psalm’s emphasis:
“love” (h[esed{, vv. 1-2, 14, 24, 28, 33, 49),
“faithfulness” (vv. 1-2, 5, 8, 33, 49),
“throne” (of David; vv. 4, 14, 29, 36, 44),
“David My servant” (vv. 3, 20; cf. v. 50),
“anointed” (vv. 20, 38, 51),
“covenant” (vv. 3, 28, 34, 39).
This psalm, because of its several references to the Davidic Covenant (vv. 3-4, 27-29, 35-37, 49), affirms that the
Messiah, a descendant of David, will sit on David’s throne and rule over Israel. This, taken literally, supports the position
that Christ is not now sitting on David’s throne in heaven but will rule on his throne on the earth.
This is the last Psalm of Book 3
Remembering the Covenant with David, and Sorrow for Lost Blessings
(Psalms 89:1) I will sing of the mercies of the LORD forever; With my mouth will I make known Your faithfulness to all
generations.
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Vs. 89:1 lovingkindness. Steadfast love (Heb., hesed;). This is the basis of confidence that God would fulfill the promises
in the covenant He made with David (2 Sam. 7:12-16). faithfulness is an added guarantee.
The psalmist vowed to praise the Lord for His love and faithfulness.
Ethan’s wholehearted belief that God is faithful was the basis for his appealing to
the Lord in his dilemma.
Since God made covenant promises to David should not
He, the faithful God, keep His promises?
2 Samuel 7:12-16
12
And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall
proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom.
13
He shall build an house for my name, and I will stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever.
14
I will be his father, and he shall be my son. If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, and with
the stripes of the children of men:
15
But my mercy shall not depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away before thee.
16
And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever.
(Psalms 89:2) For I have said, "Mercy shall be built up forever; Your faithfulness You shall establish in the very heavens."
(Psalms 89:3) "I have made a covenant with My chosen, I have sworn to My servant David:
(vv. 3,4) The unifying theme of this psalm is the Davidic covenant, God's covenant promise to David that his throne would
endure forever
That the covenant itself looks far beyond David and Solomon is sure from v. 27.
"Most exalted of the kings of the earth" can only refer to Immanuel. Psalm 89:27
Micah 5:2
But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto
me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.
Isaiah 9:6-7
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order
it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will
perform this.
The Psalm is in four parts:
(1) The covenant, though springing from the loving-kindness of the LORD, yet rests upon His oath (vv. 1 - 4).
(2) The LORD is glorified for His power and goodness in connection with the covenant (vv. 5 -18).
(3) The LORD responds (vv. 19 - 37).
This chastening began in the division of the Davidic kingdom and culminated in the captivities. The subsequent history of
dispersed Israel bears witness to the continuance of the chastening.
(4) there is the plea of the remnant , who urge the severity and long continuance of the chastening (vv. 38 -52).
Romans 11:5
Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace.
(Psalms 89:4) 'Your seed I will establish forever, And build up your throne to all generations.' " Selah
(Psalms 89:5) And the heavens will praise Your wonders, O LORD; Your faithfulness also in the assembly of the saints.
Qadowsh
Ben El (God like)
(vv. 5-7) Both "saints" lit. "holy ones," and "sons of the mighty" (v. 6) denote angelic beings rather than believers here
on earth.
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(Psalms 89:6) For who in the heavens can be compared to the LORD? Who among the sons of the mighty can be likened
to the LORD?
whole
qadowsh
(Psalms 89:7) God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, And to be held in reverence by all those around
Him.
(Psalms 89:8) O LORD God of hosts, Who is mighty like You, O LORD? Your faithfulness also surrounds You.
(Psalms 89:9) You rule the raging of the sea; When its waves rise, You still them.
(Psalms 89:10) You have broken Rahab in pieces, as one who is slain; You have scattered Your enemies with Your mighty
arm.
Rahab refers to Egypt,
(Psalms 89:11) The heavens are Yours, the earth also is Yours; The world and all its fullness, You have founded them.
(Psalms 89:12) The north and the south, You have created them; Tabor and Hermon rejoice in Your name.
Psalms 89:12: "Tabor" (in Galilee) and "Hermon" (to the north) represent two of the most imposing mountain peaks of the
land.
(Psalms 89:13) You have a mighty arm; Strong is Your hand, and high is Your right hand.
(Psalms 89:14) Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; Mercy and truth go before Your face.
(Psalms 89:15) Blessed are the people who know the joyful sound! They walk, O LORD, in the light of Your countenance.
(Psalms 89:16) In Your name they rejoice all day long, And in Your righteousness they are exalted.
(Psalms 89:17) For You are the glory of their strength, And in Your favor our horn is exalted.
our horn. Our strength.
(Psalms 89:18) For our shield belongs to the LORD, And our king to the Holy One of Israel.
(Psalms 89:19) Then You spoke in a vision to Your holy one, And said: "I have given help to one who is mighty; I have
exalted one chosen from the people.
Your godly ones. If singular (as in some versions), the reference is to David; if plural, to the prophets Samuel and Nathan.
Verse 19 introduces a rehearsal of the Davidic covenant. These verses find their fulfillment only in the Person of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Verse 27 is possibly reflected in
Rev. 1:5
And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth.
Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,
Genesis 9:13
I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth.
2 Samuel 7:14-17
14
I will be his father, and he shall be my son. If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, and with
the stripes of the children of men:
15
But my mercy shall not depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away before thee.
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16
17

And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever.
According to all these words, and according to all this vision, so did Nathan speak unto David.

(Psalms 89:20) I have found My servant David; With My holy oil I have anointed him,
.
The psalmist reminded the Lord that He had chosen David, a young warrior, to be His anointed servant.
(Psalms 89:21) With whom My hand shall be established; Also My arm shall strengthen him.
89:21-25. Then the psalmist reminded God that He had promised to strengthen and protect the king from all his
enemies by His strength (hand… arm; cf. v. 13),
(Psalms 89:22) The enemy shall not outwit him, Nor the son of wickedness afflict him.
(Psalms 89:23) I will beat down his foes before his face, And plague those who hate him.
(Psalms 89:24) "But My faithfulness and My mercy shall be with him, And in My name his horn shall be exalted.
(Psalms 89:25) Also I will set his hand over the sea, And his right hand over the rivers.
to love him, and to extend his influence over the Mediterranean Sea and the rivers.
(Psalms 89:26) He shall cry to Me, 'You are my Father, My God, and the rock of my salvation.'
89:26-29. Then the psalmist spoke of the special relationship the Davidic king had with God. It was like a Fatherson relationship. Moreover, God in His unfailing covenant had promised that David’s line (dynasty) and throne would
last forever .
Immanuel
(Psalms 89:27) Also I will make him My firstborn, The highest of the kings of the earth.
Revelation 1:5
And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the
earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,
(Psalms 89:28) My mercy I will keep for him forever, And My covenant shall stand firm with him.
(Psalms 89:29) His seed also I will make to endure forever, And his throne as the days of heaven.
Messiah is the one who ultimately fulfills the Davidic covenant by reigning on the throne of David on the earth. Christ is not
now on David's throne in heaven.
(Psalms 89:30) "If his sons forsake My law And do not walk in My judgments,
89:30-37. The Lord had sworn not to break His covenant even if the people disobeyed. If they disobeyed, the rod would
be brought on them (i.e., God would punish them), but He would not remove His love or faithfulness by ending the
covenant. His promises, including those in the Davidic Covenant stand forever.
(Psalms 89:31) If they break My statutes And do not keep My commandments,
(Psalms 89:32) Then I will punish their transgression with the rod, And their iniquity with stripes.
(Psalms 89:33) Nevertheless My lovingkindness I will not utterly take from him, Nor allow My faithfulness to fail.
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(Psalms 89:34) My covenant I will not break, Nor alter the word that has gone out of My lips.
(Psalms 89:35) Once I have sworn by My holiness; I will not lie to David:
(Psalms 89:36) His seed shall endure forever, And his throne as the sun before Me;
The Davidic covenant was inviolable and could not be invalidated. The durability of the sun and moon illustrates the
faithfulness of God to honor His promise to David .
(Psalms 89:37) It shall be established forever like the moon, Even like the faithful witness in the sky." Selah
(Psalms 89:38) But You have cast off and abhorred, You have been furious with Your anointed.
The psalmist now lamented the fact that the Davidic king had been afflicted and defeated in spite of God’s covenantal
promises.
Ethan wrote that God had cast off His servant (vv. 38-39),
broken his vineyard walls and defenses (89:40),
made him weak in battle (v. 41),
strengthened (exalted the right hand of) his enemies (vv. 42-43),
and cast down his throne in shame (vv. 44-45).
(Psalms 89:39) You have renounced the covenant of Your servant; You have profaned his crown by casting it to the
ground.
(Psalms 89:40) You have broken down all his hedges; You have brought his strongholds to ruin.
(Psalms 89:41) All who pass by the way plunder him; He is a reproach to his neighbors.
(Psalms 89:42) You have exalted the right hand of his adversaries; You have made all his enemies rejoice.
(Psalms 89:43) You have also turned back the edge of his sword, And have not sustained him in the battle.
(Psalms 89:44) You have made his glory cease, And cast his throne down to the ground.
(Psalms 89:45) The days of his youth You have shortened; You have covered him with shame. Selah
(Psalms 89:46) How long, LORD? Will You hide Yourself forever? Will Your wrath burn like fire?
89:46-52. The psalmist petitioned the LORD (on the question How long… ? to remember His oath and come to his aid,
for his life was fleeting. He was near death and was bearing the reproach of his enemies. So the psalmist’s only hope in the
disaster was to pray that God in His love and faithfulness would honor His word.
(Psalms 89:47) Remember how short my time is; For what futility have You created all the children of men?
(Psalms 89:48) What man can live and not see death? Can he deliver his life from the power of the grave? Selah
(Psalms 89:49) Lord, where are Your former lovingkindnesses, Which You swore to David in Your truth?
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(Psalms 89:50) Remember, Lord, the reproach of Your servants; How I bear in my bosom the reproach of all the many
peoples,
(Psalms 89:51) With which Your enemies have reproached, O LORD, With which they have reproached the footsteps of
Your anointed.
(Psalms 89:52) Blessed be the LORD forevermore! Amen and Amen.
The doxology in verse 52 ends Book III (Pss. 73-89).
PSALM NINETY
Beginning of Book Four

Psalms 90-106

Contrasting God’s eternity with human transitoriness, and confessing that man’s days pass away in God’s wrath, the
psalmist prayed that the compassionate God would give His people success for their labors and joy for their sorrows.
According to the superscription the psalm is “a prayer of Moses, the man of God” (cf. Deut. 33:1). There are no
compelling reasons to reject this view, though many commentators do. If it was written by Moses, the occasion of his writing
it is unknown. However, the period of the wilderness wanderings, when a generation of Israelites perished in the desert,
readily suggests itself as the background for the psalm.
This psalm is attributed to Moses, thus making it the oldest psalm of theBook of Psalms. "Man of God" is an
appropriate designation for Moses . It served as the inspiration for Isaac Watts' great hymn, "O God, Our Help in Ages Past."
Deut. 33:1
And this is the blessing, wherewith Moses the man of God blessed the children of Israel before his death.
Joshua 14:6
Then the children of Judah came unto Joshua in Gilgal: and Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenezite said unto him, Thou
knowest the thing that the LORD said unto Moses the man of God concerning me and thee in Kadesh-barnea.
The Eterniity of God, and Man's Frailty
Summary
Ch. 90 In this oldest of all the psalms, Moses acknowledges the eternality of God (vv. 1-2), the frailty of man (vv. 3-6),
the sinfulness of man (vv. 7-8), the shortness of life (vv. 9-12), and prays for God's grace on His people (vv. 13-17).
Protection, refuge, shelter
(Psalms 90:1) LORD, You have been our dwelling place in all generations.
This portion of the psalm contrasts God and man, and gives the response which that contrast prompts.

(Psalms 90:2) Before the mountains were brought forth, Or ever You had formed the earth and the world, Even from
everlasting to everlasting, You are God.
Earth : erets
the surface of the ground.
(The Heb. word for world, t{e4b{e4l, v. 2, a poetic synonym for earth, means the productive part of the earth. This
word is used frequently in the Book of Pss.)
90:1-6. These verses discuss the disparity between the everlasting God and finite humans. In humility the psalmist
acknowledged that God is the saints’ eternal dwelling place (i.e., protecting shelter) because He is from everlasting to
everlasting (vv. 1-2). In all generations people have taken refuge in Him
(Psalms 90:3) You turn man to destruction, And say, "Return, O children of men."
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But the Lord, who is above the limitations of time (vv. 3-4), turns mortals (men translates )e6no=s, “weak man” to
destruction. The word for dust (dakka4), from da4ka4), “to crush”), used only here in the Old Testament, means
something pulverized like dust.
Vs. 90:3 In contrast to God, who is eternal (vv. 1-2), man is frail and will return to dust, according to the curse of Gen. 3:19.
Genesis 3:19
19
In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust
thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.
(Psalms 90:4) For a thousand years in Your sight Are like yesterday when it is past, And like a watch in the night.
Psalms 90:4: Man's life is fleeting and brief in contrast to the eternity of God. Peter alludes to this verse (2 Pet. 3:8) in
reference to the promise of Christ's return.
2 Peter 3:8
But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as
one day.
A watch in the night was approximately four hours. Such a portion of the night, when man sleeps, is brief.
(Psalms 90:5) You carry them away like a flood; They are like a sleep. In the morning they are like grass which grows up:
The longest span of any human life (Methuselah lived 969 years) is but a day to God, who is no more bound by time than is a
man who sleeps through the night watch.
There is no clock watching in our nightly rest (sleep).Where did the hours we slept go?
(Psalms 90:6) In the morning it flourishes and grows up; In the evening it is cut down and withers.
Man is like the grass that withers in the heat of the day—God sweeps them away to death. Human life is thus frail
and brief, in comparison with the everlasting God.
(Psalms 90:7) For we have been consumed by Your anger, And by Your wrath we are terrified.
90:7-12. Man’s life is transitory because of God’s wrath against sin. The psalmist said that man is consumed by
God’s anger, for He sees man’s sins; even so-called secret sins are open to Him.
(Psalms 90:8) You have set our iniquities before You, Our secret sins in the light of Your countenance.
(Psalms 90:9) For all our days have passed away in Your wrath; We finish our years like a sigh.
(Psalms 90:10) The days of our lives are seventy years; And if by reason of strength they are eighty years, Yet their boast is
only labor and sorrow; For it is soon cut off, and we fly away.
Since man is a sinner, all his life is spent under God’s wrath, and his life is greatly limited—to 70 years (or a few
more years, for some people)—and life flies away in death like a fleeting bird. No one can understand God’s powerful
wrath
Job 20:8
He shall fly away as a dream, and shall not be found: yea, he shall be chased
away as a vision of the night.
Extension of life is a mixed blessing.
(Psalms 90:11) Who knows the power of Your anger? For as the fear of You, so is Your wrath.
Who takes to heart the intensity of God's wrath against sin and therefore gives Him due reverence?
(Psalms 90:12) So teach us to number our days, That we may gain a heart of wisdom.
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Because life is so brief, and because it is spent under God’s wrath on sin, the psalmist, representing God’s people,
implored God for wisdom in numbering their days, that is, realizing how few they are. Our days occurs in 90:9-10, 12,
14 and “days” in v. 15.
Psalms 90:12: The emphasis here is upon the frugal use of years and not upon the number of years. Usefulness surpasses
longevity. The psalmist pleads for discernment ( wisdom) in ordering his days.
(Psalms 90:13) Return, O LORD! How long? And have compassion on Your servants.
90:13-15. The psalmist pleaded with the Lord to have compassion on His servants . This was their only hope.
In showing compassion the Lord was asked to turn their sorrow (cf. v. 10) into joy
When God deals with us in lovingkindness, life will be joyous (v. 14), it will be viewed from His perspective (v. 16), and His
blessing will be on our work (vv. 16-17).
morning
(Psalms 90:14) Oh, satisfy us early with Your mercy, That we may rejoice and be glad all our days!
If God satisfied them with His loyal love (h[esed{), they could then rejoice all their days.. Verses 14-15 seem to suggest that
the nation was undergoing a particularly severe period of chastening for sin, a “night” of trouble as it were. The morning
suggests a new era of joy for God’s people.
(Psalms 90:15) Make us glad according to the days in which You have afflicted us, The years in which we have seen evil.
The psalmist asked God to let them rejoice for as long as He had given them over to trouble
Hebrew word is Po’al meaning deeds or things done. splendor
(Psalms 90:16) Let Your work appear to Your servants, And Your glory to their children.
90:16-17. The psalmist also asked that God would display His splendorto His servants and extend His favor to them
rather than consume them in His wrath. Then they would enjoy success in their labors, even though life is short.
When God rebukes one for his sin, he feels most frail and transitory. But when he is blessed by God’s favor he
feels most worthwhile; he shares in the work of the everlasting God. Weakened by God’s discipline, one is keenly
aware of his mortality; abiding in God’s love and compassion, he is aware of being crowned with glory and honor.
Hebrew word is NOAM meaning splendor or grace
(Psalms 90:17) And let the beauty of the LORD our God be upon us, And establish the work of our hands for us; Yes,
establish the work of our hands.
The first Hebrew for work is Ma’ aseh meaning labor.
The second hebrew word for work is ma’ aseh but has the meaning of productive work.
This has the meaning of not only does God establish the gifts in men but he sets the productivity of that gift.'
PSALM NINETY ONE
A Psalm of Devotion (Praise)
Because the psalmist was convinced that there is security in trusting in the Most High God, he encouraged himself that
he would be delivered from the various frightening attacks of the wicked. He knew that the Lord had appointed His angels
over him to protect him.
This psalm is a beautiful testimony about security in life. Several terms link Psalms 90-92, thus suggesting they are a
unit. “Dwelling” occurs in 90:1 and 91:9; “grass” in 90:5 and 92:7; “spring(s) up” in 90:6 and 92:7; “make… glad” in 90:15
and 92:4; “Your deeds” in 90:16 and 92:4; “Most High” in 91:1, 9 and 92:1. Also the judgment of the wicked is mentioned
in 91:8 and 92:11.
Safety of Abiding in the Presence of God
see verse 9
(Psalms 91:1) He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High Shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.
Ch. 91 This psalm of trust may be outlined as follows: the bases of security found in the character (vv. 1-2) and care (vv. 38) of God; and the blessings of security--His protection (vv. 9-13) and His love (vv. 14-16).
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91:1-2. The psalmist expressed his great confidence in the fact that whoever trusts in the Most High finds security and
protection. The titles of God in verse 1 (Most High and the Almighty) are significant, for they stress His power as the
sovereign Ruler of the world. (On the meaning of “Almighty,” s]adday, see comments on Gen. 17:1.)
The images of the shelter and the shadow vividly portray divine protection. “Shelter” (se4t{er) is a hiding place (also used
in Pss. 27:5; 32:7; 119:114, “refuge”). The shadow, perhaps the shadow of a bird’s wing (cf. 91:4), also pictures shelter and
protection as well as comfort. God is also the believer’s Refuge (mah[seh, “shelter from danger”; cf. v. 9 and comments on
14:6) and… Fortress (mes[u=d{a=h, “strong protection”; used in 18:3; 31:3; 71:3; 144:2). Psalm 91:1-2 admirably expresses the
fact that safety is in the LORD.
(Psalms 91:2) I will say of the LORD, "He is my refuge and my fortress; My God, in Him I will trust."
(Psalms 91:3) Surely He shall deliver you from the snare of the fowler And from the perilous pestilence.
The psalmist, encouraging himself, expanded on the theme of the Lord’s protection from danger.
91:3-8. He enumerated how God delivers a believer from various frightening attacks:
(1) God delivers from the fowler’s snare (v. 3a; cf. 124:7), a figure for insidious attempts against his life.
(2) God delivers from… deadly pestilence (91:3b).
(3) God covers him with His wings (v. 4a), a figure of safety and comfort (cf. 17:8; 36:7; 57:1; 61:4; 63:7).
(4) God protects with His faithfulness (91:4b), explained here by the metaphor of a shield and rampart.
As a result of God’s help in these ways one who trusts in the Lord will not fear… terror at night, attack by day…
pestilence or plague (vv. 5-6).
Destruction that might lay thousands in defeat will not affect a trusting believer; rather, he will see… the wicked
destroyed (vv. 7-8).
(Psalms 91:4) He shall cover you with His feathers, And under His wings you shall take refuge; His truth shall be your
shield and buckler.
(Psalms 91:5) You shall not be afraid of the terror by night, Nor of the arrow that flies by day,
In God we are secure at all times (v. 5), in all dangers (v. 6), and in all circumstances (v. 7).
(Psalms 91:6) Nor of the pestilence that walks in darkness, Nor of the destruction that lays waste at noonday.
(Psalms 91:7) A thousand may fall at your side, And ten thousand at your right hand; But it shall not come near you.
(Psalms 91:8) Only with your eyes shall you look, And see the reward of the wicked.
See verse 1
(Psalms 91:9) Because you have made the LORD, who is my refuge, Even the Most High, your dwelling place,
91:9-13. The psalmist explained that no harm or disaster can befall those who have made the LORD their refuge (mah[seh,
“shelter from danger
(Psalms 91:10) No evil shall befall you, Nor shall any plague come near your dwelling;
(Psalms 91:11) For He shall give His angels charge over you, To keep you in all your ways.
Hebrews 1:14
14
Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?
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This passage certainly suggests that every child of God is under the watchful eye of the angelic host. According to Scripture,
one of the functions of angels is to minister to the needs of believers (cf. Heb. 1:14). This passage was misused by Satan
during our Lord's temptation experience in the wilderness
Matthew 4:6
6
And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge
concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.
Luke 4:10-11
10
For it is written, He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee:
11
And in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.
(Psalms 91:12) In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.
(Psalms 91:13) You shall tread upon the lion and the cobra, The young lion and the serpent you shall trample underfoot.
(Psalms 91:14) "Because he has set his love upon Me, therefore I will deliver him; I will set him on high, because he has
known My name.
91:14-16. The psalmist wrote as if God Himself spoke to confirm the psalmist’s faith. In return for the psalmist’s love,
the LORD promised to rescue him from danger, protect him from harm, be with him in trouble… honor him, and satisfy him.
All the kinds of danger mentioned in this song are ineffective against one who rests in the shadow of the Almighty.
(Psalms 91:15) He shall call upon Me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him and honor
him.
(Psalms 91:16) With long life I will satisfy him, And show him My salvation."
PSALM NINETY TWO
This psalm, , was especially assigned for recitation on the Sabbath. Jewish tradition states that it was used in the weekly
Sabbath services of the temple.Used on the Sabbath, this psalm of praise thanks God (vv. 1-3) for His judgment on the
wicked (vv. 4-9) and His blessings on the righteous (vv. 10-15).
Praise to the LORD for His Love and Faithfulness
(Psalms 92:1) It is good to give thanks to the LORD, And to sing praises to Your name, O Most High;
. The psalm begins with the declaration that it is good to praise the… Most High with music… to proclaim His love
and faithfulness daily. By “good” the psalmist meant that it is fitting because of the great, praiseworthy things God has
done.
(Psalms 92:2) To declare Your lovingkindness in the morning, And Your faithfulness every night,
(Psalms 92:3) On an instrument of ten strings, On the lute, And on the harp, With harmonious sound.
The use of instruments shows that this psalm was part of corporate worship.
(Psalms 92:4) For You, LORD, have made me glad through Your work; I will triumph in the works of Your hands.
(Psalms 92:5) O LORD, how great are Your works! Your thoughts are very deep.
(Psalms 92:6) A senseless man does not know, Nor does a fool understand this.
The senseless man fails to understand God's majestic ways.
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(Psalms 92:7) When the wicked spring up like grass, And when all the workers of iniquity flourish, It is that they may be
destroyed forever.
In contrast with the wicked who flourish briefly (v. 7) the LORD reigns with absolute supremacy forever. Because of this His
enemies will perish.
(Psalms 92:8) But You, LORD, are on high forevermore.
Verse 8 forms a wonderful link between verses 1-7 and 9-15.
(Psalms 92:9) For behold, Your enemies, O LORD, For behold, Your enemies shall perish; All the workers of iniquity shall
be scattered.
(Psalms 92:10) But my horn You have exalted like a wild ox; I have been anointed with fresh oil.
God exalts the horn (strength) of the righteous and consecrates him for service (anointed).
(Psalms 92:11) My eye also has seen my desire on my enemies; My ears hear my desire on the wicked Who rise up against
me.
(Psalms 92:12) The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, He shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon.
The "palm tree" was noted for its erectness and longevity, the "cedar" for its might and strength.
The righteous flourish and are strong (v. 12); they are secure (v. 13) and fruitful (v. 14).
(Psalms 92:13) Those who are planted in the house of the LORD Shall flourish in the courts of our God.
(Psalms 92:14) They shall still bear fruit in old age; They shall be fresh and flourishing,
(Psalms 92:15) To declare that the LORD is upright; He is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in Him.
PSALM NINETY THREE
This is one of the “enthronement psalms” (or “theocratic psalms” as they are sometimes called), which celebrate the
Lord’s reigning on the earth. Other enthronement psalms are 47, 95-99. No doubt they were used in Israel’s worship to praise
God’s sovereignty; but they are also prophetic pictures of the consummation of the ages when the Lord will establish His
righteous millennial rule on earth through the Messiah.
In Psalm 93 the psalmist exulted over the reign of the Lord, who has established His throne on high above the oceans
and dwells in His holy temple.
The psalmist exults in the sovereignty of God, who is enthroned above the floods and who dwells in the temple of holiness.
He anticipates the millennial reign of Messiah.
The Eternal Reign of the LORD
(Psalms 93:1) The LORD reigns, He is clothed with majesty; The LORD is clothed, He has girded Himself with strength.
Surely the world is established, so that it cannot be moved.
93:1-2. The psalmist foresaw the LORD reigning majestically on the earth, armed with strength. Clothing in the Old
Testament was considered an extension of a person; so the expression robed in majesty describes the Lord as majestic and
powerful in His reign.
Also by His rule the whole world will be firmly established. This means that all the moral and legal orders of life will be
solidified under His dominion. Since His throne was established in eternity past, His reign on earth is solidly insured.
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(Psalms 93:2) Your throne is established from of old; You are from everlasting.
(Psalms 93:3) The floods have lifted up, O LORD, The floods have lifted up their voice; The floods lift up their waves.
93:3-4. The psalmist praised the might of the LORD, which is greater than the seas with their raging waves and roaring noise.
In the Old Testament the sea is sometimes an emblem of hostility. In pagan Canaanite mythology Baal attained a position of
power (and a house that was corrupt) through struggling with and overcoming Prince Yamm, the sea (in Heb. ya4m means
“sea”). But these two verses, a polemic (argument) against Baalism, show that the LORD, not Baal, is mightier than the… sea.
The sea is not mythological; it is a force of nature under God’s power. The floods typify rebellious uprisings against God.
(Psalms 93:4) The LORD on high is mightier Than the noise of many waters, Than the mighty waves of the sea.
(Psalms 93:5) Your testimonies are very sure; Holiness adorns Your house, O LORD, forever.
Because the house of the LORD is filled with holiness in contrast with Baal’s corrupt place;
The Lord’s commands are sure. Holiness is the quality that sets the Lord apart from all others. It is made known by His
power. This psalm has praised God’s power, the evidence that He is alive and active, unlike pagan gods. Because He rules in
power and holiness, everyone is to follow His statutes.
PSALM NINETY FOUR
This psalm recognizes the fact that vengeance belongs to the Lord. The psalmist called on the Lord to wreak vengeance
on proud people who insolently oppress the righteous. The writer was confident that the Lord will not forsake His people but
will deliver them, for the wicked have no place in the Lord’s reign.
God the Refuge of the Righteous
(Psalms 94:1) O LORD God, to whom vengeance belongs; O God, to whom vengeance belongs, shine forth!
This lament may be outlined as follows: the charge against the wicked (vv. 1-7); the call to the wicked (vv. 8-11); the
confidence of the psalmist in God's justice (vv. 12-23).
Verses 1-7 record a prayer that God would avenge the jubilant wicked. In verses 1-3 the psalmist affirmed that
vengeance belongs to the LORD. Because God is the Judge of the earth, it is He who must repay the wicked. Here again a
psalmist asked How long?. The continuing joy of the wicked seems out of place since they oppose God.
(Psalms 94:2) Rise up, O Judge of the earth; Render punishment to the proud.
(Psalms 94:3) LORD, how long will the wicked, How long will the wicked triumph?
(Psalms 94:4) They utter speech, and speak insolent things; All the workers of iniquity boast in themselves.
The wicked are arrogant (v. 4) and cruel (vv. 5-6), foolishly thinking that God does not know what they are doing .
To justify his request, the psalmist lamented the oppression that the proud insolently inflict on the righteous. The speech
of the wicked is arrogant. They oppress God’s people, His inheritance. The wicked destroy the needy and oppressed (the
very ones righteous leaders must help. The wicked do all this because they are convinced that the LORD… pays no attention
to them .
(Psalms 94:5) They break in pieces Your people, O LORD, And afflict Your heritage.
(Psalms 94:6) They slay the widow and the stranger, And murder the fatherless.
(Psalms 94:7) Yet they say, "The LORD does not see, Nor does the God of Jacob understand."
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(Psalms 94:8) Understand, you senseless among the people; And you fools, when will you be wise?
94:8-11. The psalmist called on the wicked to consider their ways. He was amazed that the wicked had not become
wise—God knows their futile plans and efforts to oppress the righteous. The logic here is simple but forceful: He who
created the human ear surely can hear; He who formed the eye surely can see; etc.
(Psalms 94:9) He who planted the ear, shall He not hear? He who formed the eye, shall He not see?
(Psalms 94:10) He who instructs the nations, shall He not correct, He who teaches man knowledge?
The wicked are warned that they will be held accountable to God, who sees and knows all.
(Psalms 94:11) The LORD knows the thoughts of man, That they are futile.
(Psalms 94:12) Blessed is the man whom You instruct, O LORD, And teach out of Your law,
Psalms 94:12: During a time of chastisement, man often needs help in understanding the purposes of God.
God's revelation, i.e., in this instance "Your law" or the Pentateuch, gives helpful instruction through which a man gains
wisdom and grows into godliness.
94:12-15. Here the psalmist expressed his confidence in the LORD. A person God may discipline is blessed because he is
taught from the Law. Even though a believer is oppressed by wicked people, he can take comfort that God can use such
oppression to teach him and that God will give him rest from adversity when the wicked are destroyed.
(Psalms 94:13) That You may give him rest from the days of adversity, Until the pit is dug for the wicked.
(Psalms 94:14) For the LORD will not cast off His people, Nor will He forsake His inheritance.
The psalmist was sure that God will not forsake His people… His inheritance , but will reestablish justice.
(Psalms 94:15) But judgment will return to righteousness, And all the upright in heart will follow it.
God teaches us through chastening and adversity.
(Psalms 94:16) Who will rise up for me against the evildoers? Who will stand up for me against the workers of iniquity?
94:16-19. The psalmist’s only consolation was in the LORD. After asking who would stand on behalf of his cause against
sinners, the writer acknowledged that his security was from the LORD. When he was almost defeated by despair (when his
foot was slipping;) God’s consolation quieted his anxious heart and gave him joy.
(Psalms 94:17) Unless the LORD had been my help, My soul would soon have settled in silence.
My soul would soon have dwelt in the abode of silence. I.e., I would soon have died.
(Psalms 94:18) If I say, "My foot slips," Your mercy, O LORD, will hold me up.
(Psalms 94:19) In the multitude of my anxieties within me, Your comforts delight my soul.
(Psalms 94:20) Shall the throne of iniquity, which devises evil by law, Have fellowship with You?
The question of verse 20 (Why does God allow evil rulers to use laws to make wrong appear right?) is answered by
acknowledging the existence of evil (v. 21), God's care for His own (v. 22), and ultimate retribution (v. 23).
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(Psalms 94:21) They gather together against the life of the righteous, And condemn innocent blood.
Then the psalmist anticipated God’s retribution on the wicked. The corrupt throne (lit., “throne of wickedness”) refers
to villainous rulers whose legislation would seek to destroy the righteous.
(Psalms 94:22) But the LORD has been my defense, And my God the rock of my refuge.
These have no part with God. So the psalmist trusted in the LORD, his Fortress (mis8gob{;), Rock, and Refuge , knowing that
the Lord will repay them for their sins by destroying them.
(Psalms 94:23) He has brought on them their own iniquity, And shall cut them off in their own wickedness; The LORD our
God shall cut them off.
PSALM NINETY FIVE
This “enthronement psalm” calls for the people to acknowledge that the Lord is a great King above the gods. (Other
enthronement psalms are 47; 93; 96-99.) But having exhorted the congregation to worship their Creator, the psalmist warned
them against unbelief as in the days of the wilderness wanderings when God’s rest was not experienced.
A Call to Worship and Obedience
(Psalms 95:1) Oh come, let us sing to the LORD! Let us shout joyfully to the Rock of our salvation.
Ch. 95 This hymn begins with a call to the people to praise the Lord (vv. 1-2) because of His sovereignty above all supposed
gods (vv. 3-5); it continues with a call to worship God (v. 6) because He is their Creator and Shepherd (v. 7a); the psalm
concludes with a warning to the present generation to avoid the unbelief of their forefathers (vv. 7b-11).
Psalms 95:1: This enthronement psalm (cf. Ps. 47; 93; 96-99) is attributed to David in
Hebrews chapter four and verse 7.
Hebrews 4:7
Again, he limiteth a certain day, saying in David, To day, after so long a time; as it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice,
harden not your hearts.
This is related to verses 7 & 8 of this Psalm
This first section of the psalm is a typical praise song.
(Psalms 95:2) Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving; Let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms.
The psalmist called the congregation to sing praises to the LORD. He is designated here as the Rock of our salvation, a figure
of God’s provision of security by delivering His people. Apparently the congregation had experienced some such
deliverance, for which they were to give thanksgiving.
(Psalms 95:3) For the LORD is the great God, And the great King above all gods.
God is worthy of the joyful praise mentioned in verses 1-2 because of His majesty. He is the great King and over all
gods. Mentioning these gods (idols) does not acknowledge their reality. It is a statement of God’s sovereignty and
superiority over every force, real and imagined. Everything in Creation—including things the pagans venerated as gods—the
Lord made, and therefore He has power over it all.
(Psalms 95:4) In His hand are the deep places of the earth; The heights of the hills are His also.
(Psalms 95:5) The sea is His, for He made it; And His hands formed the dry land.
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(Psalms 95:6) Oh come, let us worship and bow down; Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker.
In these verses, which conclude the praise section of the psalm, the psalmist exhorted the congregation to worship… the
LORD… for He is their God, and they are His sheep . The title of Maker may refer to His formation of the nation. The flock
suggests again that the Lord, the Shepherd of His people Israel, leads and provides for them.
Deut. 32:6
Do ye thus requite the LORD, O foolish people and unwise? is not he thy father that hath bought thee? hath he not made
thee, and established thee?
(Psalms 95:7) For He is our God, And we are the people of His pasture, And the sheep of His hand. Today, if you will
hear His voice:
pasture and sheep assure us that the Lord our Shepherd guides, protects, and provides. hear. Includes the idea of obedience
In exhorting his audience the psalmist began with the word Today, a rhetorical device to stress the immediacy of the
opportunity. They must not resist God’s voice calling them to trust and obey.
Hebrews 3:7-11,15
7
Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice,
8
Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness:
9
When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty years.
10
Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, They do alway err in their heart; and they have not known
my ways.
11
So I sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into my rest.)
15
While it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation.
Hebrews 4:3-7
3
For we which have believed do enter into rest, as he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, if they shall enter into my
rest: although the works were finished from the foundation of the world.
5
And in this place again, If they shall enter into my rest.
7 Again, he limiteth a certain day, saying in David, To day, after so long a time; as it is said, To day if ye will hear
his voice, harden not your hearts.
In this didactic(instructional-teaching) section the psalmist warned the nation not to repeat the folly of unbelief that cost
their ancestors the promised rest in the land. This warning was prompted by the mention of the Lord’s care for His people (v.
7a); in the history of the nation too often that care was reciprocated by disobedience. The incident referred to here is the
people’s murmuring at Rephidim (Ex. 17; Num. 20:1-13). The names given to the place reflect the incident. Meribah (cf. Pss.
81:7; 106:32) means “strife” and Massah means “testing,” for the people strove with the Lord and tested Him. So God swore
that they could not enter the land, but must perish in the wilderness. The younger generation would enter the Promised Land.
The warning in Psalm 95 anticipates this because it is part of a song that celebrates the Lord’s kingship (v. 3), a kingship
that can only be served by true worshipers.
(Psalms 95:8) "Do not harden your hearts, as in the rebellion, As in the day of trial in the wilderness,
In the Bible the word hearts often means people’s wills. To harden one’s heart meant to refuse to obey. If this psalm’s
hearers also disobeyed through unbelief, God would keep them from attaining rest in the land.
The trial of Meribah in the wilderness.
The passage, which is partially quoted five times by the author of Hebrews (cf. Heb. 3:7-11, 15; 4:3, 5, 7), stresses the fact
that the Mosaic generation failed to reach the Promised Land because of their lack of faith. The place of provocation alluded
to here is Meribah
Exodus 17:1-7
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1
And all the congregation of the children of Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, after their journeys,
according to the commandment of the LORD, and pitched in Rephidim: and there was no water for the people to drink.
2
Wherefore the people did chide with Moses, and said, Give us water that we may drink. And Moses said unto them,
Why chide ye with me? wherefore do ye tempt the LORD?
3
And the people thirsted there for water; and the people murmured against Moses, and said, Wherefore is this that
thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our cattle with thirst?
4
And Moses cried unto the LORD, saying, What shall I do unto this people? they be almost ready to stone me.
5
And the LORD said unto Moses, Go on before the people, and take with thee of the elders of Israel; and thy rod,
wherewith thou smotest the river, take in thine hand, and go.
6
Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall come
water out of it, that the people may drink. And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel.
7
And he called the name of the place Massah, and Meribah, because of the chiding of the children of Israel, and
because they tempted the LORD, saying, Is the LORD among us, or not?
Massah means testing and Meribah means quarreling - strife
(Psalms 95:9) When your fathers tested Me; They tried Me, though they saw My work.
(Psalms 95:10) For forty years I was grieved with that generation, And said, 'It is a people who go astray in their hearts,
And they do not know My ways.'
(Psalms 95:11) So I swore in My wrath,

'They shall not enter

My rest.'"

which the wilderness generation did not enter.
My rest. I.e., the Promised Land of Canaan,
This passage is quoted in Hebrews 3:7-11 as a warning for Christians who through unbelief (Heb. 3:12) were in danger
of not receiving the promised rest. In its fullest sense, that rest signifies the Lord’s coming kingdom on earth, when
believers will experience spiritual and temporal rest in the Lord. Believers, of course, enter that rest positionally when they
cease from their works and trust Him.
Hebrews 3:12
Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God.
Hebrews 3:7-11,15
7
Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice,
8
Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness:
9
When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty years.
10
Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, They do alway err in their heart; and they have not known
my ways.
11
So I sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into my rest.)
15
While it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation.
PSALM NINETY SIX
In this psalm about the reign of the Lord, the psalmist called on people everywhere and all the elements of nature to
praise God because He is greater than all pagan gods and because He will reign in righteousness and truth.
A comparison of Ps. 96 with 1 Chr. 16:23-33 indicates that it should be attributed to David also
A Song of Praise to God Coming in Judgement
(Psalms 96:1) Oh, sing to the LORD a new song! Sing to the LORD, all the earth.
a new song. Newly composed after receiving new mercies.
This psalm (parallel to 1 Chron. 16:23-33) contains three stanzas:
the first, a call to the whole earth to praise the Lord (vv. 1-3) because of His righteousness (vv. 4-6);
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second, a call to the nations to worship the Lord (vv. 7-9) because of His righteous reign on the earth (v. 10);
third, a call to nature to rejoice before the Lord (vv. 11-12) because He is coming to judge the earth in righteousness (v. 13).
The psalm is messianic in the sense that the future rule of God spoken of will be fulfilled in the rule of Messiah, who is Son
of David and Son
of God. Notice the similarity between this Psalm and 1 Chronicles as below.
1 Chronicles 16:23-33
23
Sing unto the LORD, all the earth; shew forth from day to day his salvation.
24
Declare his glory among the heathen; his marvellous works among all nations.
25
For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised: he also is to be feared above all gods.
26
For all the gods of the people are idols: but the LORD made the heavens.
27
Glory and honour are in his presence; strength and gladness are in his place.
28
Give unto the LORD, ye kindreds of the people, give unto the LORD glory and strength.
29
Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name: bring an offering, and come before him: worship the LORD in
the beauty of holiness.
30
Fear before him, all the earth: the world also shall be stable, that it be not moved.
31
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice: and let men say among the nations, The LORD reigneth.
32
Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof: let the fields rejoice, and all that is therein.
33
Then shall the trees of the wood sing out at the presence of the LORD, because he cometh to judge the earth.
96:1-3. The psalmist invited all the earth (i.e., people everywhere;) to praise the LORD. They were to sing a new song to
Him. Singing a new song suggests that new mercies had been received. The people were told to announce His salvation and
His deeds throughout the world, which would bring Him glory.
(Psalms 96:2) Sing to the LORD, bless His name; Proclaim the good news of His salvation from day to day.
(Psalms 96:3) Declare His glory among the nations, His wonders among all peoples.
(Psalms 96:4) For the LORD is great and greatly to be praised; He is to be feared above all gods.
96:4-6. The LORD is worthy of the praise called for in verses 1-3 because He is greater than all gods . Those gods,
worshiped among the nations, are only idols. He is the One who made everything and is therefore superior. Moreover, His
temple (the sanctuary) is characterized by splendor (also called majesty and glory) and strength . In other words He is
glorious and strong in the midst of His people.
(Psalms 96:5) For all the gods of the peoples are idols, But the LORD made the heavens.
idols. Lit., nothings, denoting the unreality of the supposed gods of the nations.
(Psalms 96:6) Honor and majesty are before Him; Strength and beauty are in His sanctuary.
(Psalms 96:7) Give to the LORD, O families of the peoples, Give to the LORD glory and strength.
The psalmist called for the families (lit., “tribes”) of the earth to ascribe… glory and strength (cf. v. 6) to God and
worship Him. Someday every knee must bow (Phil. 2:10) before this sovereign LORD, whose holiness is awesome.
Philippians 2:10
That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;
(Psalms 96:8) Give to the LORD the glory due His name; Bring an offering, and come into His courts.
(Psalms 96:9) Oh, worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness! Tremble before Him, all the earth.
Beauty of holiness - in holy attire.
(Psalms 96:10) Say among the nations, "The LORD reigns; The world also is firmly established, It shall not be moved; He
shall judge the peoples righteously."
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This latter part of the psalm should be interpreted messianically, for the future judgment and sovereign rule spoken of here
find fulfillment only in the universal reign of Christ. Even the earth itself will rejoice at His coming.
Rom. 8:19-22
19
For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God.
20
For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in
hope,
21
Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the
children of God.
22
For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.
People everywhere should praise Him because He reigns . When the Lord returns to judge and reign on earth His reign
will at last be established with righteousness.
(Psalms 96:11) Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; Let the sea roar, and all its fullness;
96:11-13. The psalmist called on nature to rejoice because the Lord will come to judge the world in righteousness and…
truth. These bold personifications (of the heavens… the earth… the sea… the fields, and the trees) may indicate that all
Creation will flourish when righteousness reigns on earth, when the curse is replaced by blessing. Then earth will no longer
groan, waiting for the day of redemption as it is doing now . Then nature will sing.
(Psalms 96:12) Let the field be joyful, and all that is in it. Then all the trees of the woods will rejoice before the LORD.
(Psalms 96:13) For He is coming, for He is coming to judge the earth. He shall judge the world with righteousness, And the
peoples with His truth.
Vs. 96:13 judge. In the sense of govern.
Psalms such as this must have been uplifting for the psalmists as they have been for believers of all ages. Many psalms
express a longing for the Lord to destroy wickedness and establish righteousness on the earth. The laments of the psalmists
will no more be uttered when the Lord reigns in righteousness and truth.
PSALM NINETY SEVEN
This is a didactic,( instructional or teaching) psalm based on a vision of the Lord. The psalmist envisioned the
magnificent coming of the Lord in all His splendor. Depicting the Lord coming to reign and to judge His adversaries in
righteousness, the psalmist exhorted the saints to hate evil and rejoice in the Lord .
2 Peter 3:10-14
10
But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.
11
Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation
and godliness,
12
Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved,
and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?
13
Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.
14
Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without
spot, and blameless.
A Song of Praise to the Sovereign LORD
(Psalms 97:1) The LORD reigns; Let the earth rejoice; Let the multitude of isles be glad!
This hymn of God's kingship opens with a call for all the earth to rejoice at the establishment of the kingdom of the Lord (v.
1), whose presence is described in theophany-like language (vv. 2-6); then it describes the effects of His kingdom in relation
to the wicked (v. 7) and the righteous (vv. 8-9), and concludes with an exhortation to hate evil and praise the Lord (vv. 1012).
The psalmist introduced the record of his vision of the Lord by calling on the earth to rejoice over the establishment of the
Lord’s kingdom.
(Psalms 97:2) Clouds and darkness surround Him; Righteousness and justice are the foundation of His throne.
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The psalmist described the Lord’s magnificent reigning appearance. In her worship Israel no doubt understood that these
verses spoke figuratively of the presence of the Lord’s glory. In their fullest meaning, however, they describe the coming of
the Lord to reign over the earth. Often in Scripture such phenomena accompany the appearance of the LORD.
God’s rule is based on righteousness . A consuming fire is also a manifestation of His appearance, for by it He in His
wrath destroys His foes . Lightning flashes terrify the world. Mountains melt like wax . The elements of nature that men
fear, and the parts of Creation considered the most solid, all announce the coming of the LORD of all the earth .
The millennial kingdom will be characterized by morality and universality. Physical phenomena often accompany an
appearance of the Lord and will again at His second coming.
Acts 2:19-20
And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke:
The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord come:
(Psalms 97:3) A fire goes before Him, And burns up His enemies round about.
(Psalms 97:4) His lightnings light the world; The earth sees and trembles.
(Psalms 97:5) The mountains melt like wax at the presence of the LORD, At the presence of the Lord of the whole earth.
(Psalms 97:6) The heavens declare His righteousness, And all the peoples see His glory.
97:6-9. The psalmist described the effects of this epiphany. The heavens declare His righteousness and glory. In other
words His appearance to establish righteousness on earth will be announced to the world.
(Psalms 97:7) Let all be put to shame who serve carved images, Who boast of idols. Worship Him, all you gods.
Pagan idol-worshipers will be put to shame for they will know instantly that they have been wrong. This thought
prompted the psalmist to call even the idols to worship the Lord!
The term "gods" is a reference to the pagan deities of the nations, which were actually nonexistent gods .
(Psalms 97:8) Zion hears and is glad, And the daughters of Judah rejoice Because of Your judgments, O LORD.
(Psalms 97:9) For You, LORD, are most high above all the earth; You are exalted far above all gods.
So the people of God rejoice because of the triumphant exaltation of their righteous LORD. Since He is over all the earth, He
is higher than all false gods, and deserves people’s praise.
(Psalms 97:10) You who love the LORD, hate evil! He preserves the souls of His saints; He delivers them out of the hand
of the wicked.

On the basis of this prospect, the psalmist instructed those who love the LORD to despise evil , that is, to live in faithful
obedience to His righteous standards. By being faithful they will be delivered from the wicked.
Proverbs 8:13
The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate.
(Psalms 97:11) Light is sown for the righteous, And gladness for the upright in heart.
(Psalms 97:12) Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous, And give thanks at the remembrance of His holy name.
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∅
ζεκερ (271b); from H2142; remembrance, memorial:—memorial-name
(1), memory (12), mention (1), name (4), remembered (2), remembrance (2),
renown (1).
1 Cor 11:23-26
23 For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was
betrayed took bread:
24 And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in
remembrance of me.
25 After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood: this
do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.
26 For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he come.
PSALM NINETY EIGHT
In this psalm the writer exhorted all the earth to sing and praise the Lord who reigns, because He had done
marvelous things in saving Israel by His power and will judge the world in righteousness.
This hymn praises God as Deliverer (vv. 1-3), as King (vv. 4-6), and as Ruler (vv. 7-9).
A Song of Praise to the LORD for His Salvation and Judgment
(Psalms 98:1) Oh, sing to the LORD a new song! For He has done marvelous things; His right hand and His holy arm have
gained Him the victory.
new

because of His provision of victory.

(Psalms 98:2) The LORD has made known His salvation; His righteousness He has revealed in the sight of the nations.
(Psalms 98:3) He has remembered His mercy and His faithfulness to the house of Israel; All the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation of our God.
lovingkindness. His covenant faithfulness.
(Psalms 98:4) Shout joyfully to the LORD, all the earth; Break forth in song, rejoice, and sing praises.

98:4-8. Anticipating the Lord’s final salvation of His people prompted the psalmist to call the earth (inhabitants in it;) to
rejoice before Him. Everyone should shout for joy and sing with various musical instruments before the LORD, the King .
Even nature (including the sea.… rivers, and mountains;) is called to resound and rejoice together.
(Psalms 98:5) Sing to the LORD with the harp, With the harp and the sound of a psalm,
(Psalms 98:6) With trumpets and the sound of a horn; Shout joyfully before the LORD, the King.
(Psalms 98:7) Let the sea roar, and all its fullness, The world and those who dwell in it;

(Psalms 98:8) Let the rivers clap their hands; Let the hills be joyful together before the LORD,
(Psalms 98:9) For He is coming to judge the earth. With righteousness He shall judge the world, And the peoples with
equity.
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Why should people praise the LORD? Because He comes to judge the.… world in righteousness. The psalmist was again
envisioning the Lord’s coming and its purpose. He will bring salvation and justice.

PSALM NINETY NINE
The psalmist encouraged everyone to exalt the Lord with praise for two reasons: because He is holy and because
He mercifully answers His people’s prayers.
Praise to the LORD for His Holiness
The psalm views God's reign over Israel in OT times, as well as the future millennial reign of Christ.
(Psalms 99:1) The LORD reigns; Let the peoples tremble! He dwells between the cherubim; Let the earth be moved!
This hymn of God's kingship contains three stanzas: the declaration of the majesty of God (vv. 1-3), the description of the
rule of God (vv. 4-5), and the dealings with Israel of the God who is holy (vv. 6-9).
The psalmist offered praise to the holy LORD who reigns. The common theocratic expression again begins this psalm:
The LORD reigns . Therefore everyone should tremble.
God is described as sitting enthroned between the gold-covered cherubim over the ark of the covenant. So He is great in
Zion, where the temple was located.
People everywhere should praise this great Sovereign. His dwelling in Zion and His righteous reign speak of His
greatness and His holiness, which are the predominant reasons for praise mentioned in this psalm.
Cherubim are winged angelic beings. They are often associated with worship and praise to God. They are first mentioned in
the Bible in
Genesis 3:24
So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned
every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.
Two cherubim were placed atop the ark of the covenant as the guardians of God's holiness. It is their responsibility to keep
anything that is unholy from His presence .
Exodus 25:18-22
18
And thou shalt make two cherubims of gold, of beaten work shalt thou make them, in the two ends of the mercy
seat.
19
And make one cherub on the one end, and the other cherub on the other end: even of the mercy seat shall ye make
the cherubims on the two ends thereof.
20
And the cherubims shall stretch forth their wings on high, covering the mercy seat with their wings, and their faces
shall look one to another; toward the mercy seat shall the faces of the cherubims be.
21
And thou shalt put the mercy seat above upon the ark; and in the ark thou shalt put the testimony that I shall give
thee.
22
And there I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from above the mercy seat, from between the two
cherubims which are upon the ark of the testimony, of all things which I will give thee in commandment unto the children of
Israel.
(Psalms 99:2) The LORD is great in Zion, And He is high above all the peoples.
(Psalms 99:3) Let them praise Your great and awesome name; He is holy.
Holy. Basically means separation from what is common or unclean. Referring here (and in vv. 5 and 9) to God, it denotes
Him as the pure and eternal One, distinct from all others.
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(Psalms 99:4) The King's strength also loves justice; You have established equity; You have executed justice and
righteousness in Jacob.
The power and righteousness of the King manifest His holiness, so the psalmist praised Him for these
(Psalms 99:5) Exalt the LORD our God, And worship at His footstool; He is holy.
Verse 5 is a refrain (cf. v. 9) in which everyone is invited to exalt the LORD… and worship at His footstool (i.e., before
the temple with its ark located inside).
worship the Lord because He is holy and because He answers prayer (vv. 6-9).
(Psalms 99:6) Moses and Aaron were among His priests, And Samuel was among those who called upon His name; They
called upon the LORD, and He answered them.
99:6-9. The psalmist spoke of the Lord’s merciful dealings with his ancestors in spite of Israel’s iniquities. Moses…
Aaron, and Samuel prayed and were answered. Even after Israel sinned and was punished, the LORD… answered their
prayers and forgave them. So praise is due this Monarch not only because of His holiness but also because of His merciful
dealings with His people.
(Psalms 99:7) He spoke to them in the cloudy pillar; They kept His testimonies and the ordinance He gave them.
God spoke to them (i.e., Israel) from the pillar of cloud (cf. Ex. 13:21) and they obeyed.
Exodus 13:21
And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give
them light; to go by day and night:
(Psalms 99:8) You answered them, O LORD our God; You were to them God-Who-Forgives, Though You took vengeance
on their deeds.
God’s mercy prevents His own from being consumed by His righteous judgment.
(Psalms 99:9) Exalt the LORD our God, And worship at His holy hill; For the LORD our God is holy.
Verse 9 is a refrain (cf. v. 5 with its similar wording) in which God’s people are told to exalt the LORD with praise
and worship at His holy mountain, Zion
PSALM ONE HUNDRED
The superscription states that this psalm (or song) is “for giving thanks.” It was used in the temple with the sacrifices of
praise. The expressions in this psalm reflect the preceding enthronement psalms that celebrate the Lord’s rule.
The psalmist exhorted the congregation to serve the Lord with gladness because He is the Creator, and to enter His
temple with much thanksgiving because He is good and faithful.
A Song of Praise for the LORD'S Faithfulness to His People
(Psalms 100:1) Make a joyful shout to the LORD, all you lands!
From ancient times this psalm of praise and thanksgiving has been used in the daily, i.e., non-Sabbath, services of the temple
and synagogue. Elements of the psalm are reflective of the preceding enthronement psalms which celebrate the Lord's rule.
Ch. 100 This brief but beloved psalm calls on all men to praise and worship the LORD because He is God (vv. 1-3) and
because He is good (vv. 4-5). The psalm was likely used in the Temple with sacrifices of thanksgiving.
(Psalms 100:2) Serve the LORD with gladness; Come before His presence with singing.
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100:1-2. Verses 1-3 include a call for praise and joyful service. People everywhere (all the earth;) should shout… to the
LORD; they are not to be subdued in their praise of Him. Moreover, they are to serve Him with gladness. This service, with
joyful songs, may mean worship.
(Psalms 100:3) Know that the LORD, He is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and
the sheep of His pasture.
That Yahweh is the true God is seen by His power to create and to relate to Israel as Shepherd
(Psalms 100:4) Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His
name.
100:4-5. This second part of the psalm is a call to the saints to enter Jerusalem (God’s gates) and to go to the temple (His
courts) to offer their thanksgiving sacrifices for His blessings to them.
The people should praise the Lord for His goodness, love, and faithfulness. These benefits endure from generation to
generation. So every generation that experiences God’s goodness, love, and faithfulness can join in praising Him with “The
Old One-Hundredth.”
(Psalms 100:5) For the LORD is good; His mercy is everlasting, And His truth endures to all generations.
The goodness of God is seen in His steadfast lovingkindness and faithfulness.
PSALM ONE HUNDRED ONE
Speaking to the Lord, King David said he was determined to maintain purity in his empire by removing wickedness
from himself, his court, and his capital. When justice prevailed, the Lord would be pleased to dwell in their midst. So in a
sense this psalm is a charter by which David ruled under God. Take note of the 9 “I wills” in verses 1-8.
Promised Faithfulness to the LORD
(Psalms 101:1) I will sing of mercy and justice; To You, O LORD, I will sing praises.
A manifesto of ethical standards of King David for himself (vv. 1-4) and for his administration (vv. 5-8), only perfectly
practiced by Messiah in His future kingdom.
The psalmist sang of the Lord’s qualities of love (h[esed{) and justice. These are characteristics of the divine rule ,
foundational to His effective reign.
Psalm 89:14
Justice and judgment are the habitation of thy throne: mercy and truth shall go before thy face.
(Psalms 101:2) I will behave wisely in a perfect way. Oh, when will You come to me? I will walk within my house with a
perfect heart.
David said he resolved to live a blameless life, with a blameless heart before God. His lifestyle of integrity would begin
in the privacy of his own house. This contrasted sharply with the corrupt lives of most kings of the ancient Near East.
within my house. Where godliness should begin but, ironically, where David forfeited it by sinning with Bathsheba. Did it
happen before this psalm was written?
2 Sam 11:4
And David sent messengers, and took her; and she came in unto him, and he lay with her; for she was purified from her
uncleanness: and she returned unto her house.
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(Psalms 101:3) I will set nothing wicked before my eyes; I hate the work of those who fall away; It shall not cling to me.
David elaborated on the path of purity he had said he would follow (v. 2). That pure life would begin with him and
extend to those who served him. This was a requirement if he was to enjoy the Lord’s blessing on his reign.
. David said he would keep himself pure by not tolerating evil. He would not allow vile… faithless, and perverse people
and their activities to be around him.
(Psalms 101:4) A perverse heart shall depart from me; I will not know wickedness.
“Perverse” ((iqqe4s]) means “crooked, twisted”
(Psalms 101:5) Whoever secretly slanders his neighbor, Him I will destroy; The one who has a haughty look and a proud
heart, Him I will not endure.
101:5-6. The king also wrote that he would surround himself with faithful servants. He would silence (cf. v.5) slanderers
and not tolerate the arrogant. Haughty eyes refers to a proud look. David would look for faithful people to serve him, those
whose lives were blameless (in integrity) as his own was at that point .
Psalm 101:2
I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way. O when wilt thou come unto me? I will walk within my house with a perfect
heart.
Proverbs 6:17
A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,
(Psalms 101:6) My eyes shall be on the faithful of the land, That they may dwell with me; He who walks in a perfect way,
He shall serve me.
(Psalms 101:7) He who works deceit shall not dwell within my house; He who tells lies shall not continue in my presence.
101:7-8. David also indicated he would purge the wicked from throughout the nation, not just from the palace.next
verse.
(Psalms 101:8) Early I will destroy all the wicked of the land, That I may cut off all the evildoers from the city of the
LORD.
As he administrated justice daily (cf. Jer. 21:12), he would cut off deceptive people and the wicked. “Cut off” often implies
capital punishment, but it may also mean removal from service and fellowship.
Jeremiah 21:12
O house of David, thus saith the LORD; Execute judgment in the morning, and deliver him that is spoiled out of the hand of
the oppressor, lest my fury go out like fire, and burn that none can quench it, because of the evil of your doings.
PSALM ONE HUNDRED TWO
A Penitential and Messianic Psalm
The unique superscription to this psalm points to a private, meditative use for suffering saints. The ideas recall those in
Psalms 22, 69, 79. Psalm 102 also has similarities to some statements in Isaiah 40-66.
Hoping that God would speedily answer him, the psalmist lamented that he was overwhelmed and was in desolate straits
because of the enemy’s reproach. But he found comfort in the fact that the Lord abides, and would not forsake him—a truth
that has led many generations of saints to praise God. This is reckoned among the penitential psalms by virtue of the
plaintive superscription and the despairing loneliness evidenced in these first seven verses
Verse 25 is quoted in Hebrews 1:10-12 and this is considered a Messianic Psalm.
The LORD'S Eternal Love
(Psalms 102:1) Hear my prayer, O LORD, And let my cry come to You.
Verse 18 declares why this psalm was written
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The psalmist prayed earnestly that God would hear him and not hide His face. In his distress he urged the LORD to
answer him quickly
(Psalms 102:2) Do not hide Your face from me in the day of my trouble; Incline Your ear to me; In the day that I call,
answer me speedily.
(Psalms 102:3) For my days are consumed like smoke, And my bones are burned like a hearth.
102:3-7. The psalmist described his lamentable condition to the Lord. His days were being consumed away like smoke,
his bones were burning (i.e., he felt inwardly exhausted), his heart was withering like grass. Having no appetite, he was
groaning in physical agony. Emaciated , he felt desolate, like a mournful-looking owl or a bird sitting alone. His strength was
gone, he was inwardly depressed, and he had lost his will to live.
(Psalms 102:4) My heart is stricken and withered like grass, So that I forget to eat my bread.
(Psalms 102:5) Because of the sound of my groaning My bones cling to my skin.
(Psalms 102:6) I am like a pelican of the wilderness; I am like an owl of the desert.
(Psalms 102:7) I lie awake, And am like a sparrow alone on the housetop.
(Psalms 102:8) My enemies reproach me all day long, Those who deride me swear an oath against me.
The psalmist’s dilemma was intensified when he heard that his enemies mocked his plight.
(Psalms 102:9) For I have eaten ashes like bread, And mingled my drink with weeping,
To eat ashes means to have ashes on one’s head as a symbol of mourning. Mourning and weeping were so continuous
that they were like his daily diet.
Isaiah 44:20
He feedeth on ashes: a deceived heart hath turned him aside, that he cannot deliver his soul, nor say, Is there not a lie in my
right hand?
(Psalms 102:10) Because of Your indignation and Your wrath; For You have lifted me up and cast me away.
(Psalms 102:11) My days are like a shadow that lengthens, And I wither away like grass.
(Psalms 102:12) But You, O LORD, shall endure forever, And the remembrance of Your name to all generations.
The complaints of the psalmist (vv. 3-11) were followed by his confidence that the LORD would answer his prayers. You
in Hebrew is emphatic, stressing the contrast between the psalmist and the LORD. The transition to praise was sudden:
the Lord sits enthroned forever and He would respond, for it was time to show favor to His people in Jerusalem.
(Psalms 102:13) You will arise and have mercy on Zion; For the time to favor her, Yes, the set time, has come.
(Psalms 102:14) For Your servants take pleasure in her stones, And show favor to her dust.
He was confident that the Lord, who had established His reign in Zion, would not forsake those who love Him. The Lord’s
servants loved even Zion’s stones and dust (a figure of the servants’ intense concern for the city in its calamity) partly
because it was His dwelling place.
(Psalms 102:15) So the nations shall fear the name of the LORD, And all the kings of the earth Your glory.
Others too—the nations and their kings… will revere.… the LORD for He will rebuild Zion.
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(Psalms 102:16) For the LORD shall build up Zion; He shall appear in His glory.
(Psalms 102:17) He shall regard the prayer of the destitute, And shall not despise their prayer.
This indicates that the psalmist had widened his thoughts from his own weakness to reflect on the Lord’s sovereignty, which
guaranteed that the city would be restored. Perhaps the psalm was occasioned by a calamity in the capital city. Even so the
psalmist was convinced that the Lord would answer the people’s prayer.
(Psalms 102:18) This will be written for the generation to come, That a people yet to be created may praise the LORD.
102:18-20. Praise for deliverance was then anticipated. Future generations would praise the LORD when they heard how
He looked down from… heaven (His sanctuary on high) and heard the groans of His people in their destitute condition.
(Psalms 102:19) For He looked down from the height of His sanctuary; From heaven the LORD viewed the earth,
The omniscient God’s taking a close look at His people is mentioned often in the psalms; it shows His great concern. The
Lord sometimes intervened to deliver those about to die.
Deliver, set free
(Psalms 102:20) To hear the groaning of the prisoner, To release those appointed to death,
He looked down from… heaven (His sanctuary on high) and heard the groans of His people in their destitute
condition. The omniscient God’s taking a close look at His people is mentioned often in the psalms; it shows His great
concern. The Lord sometimes intervened to deliver those about to die.
(Psalms 102:21) To declare the name of the LORD in Zion, And His praise in Jerusalem,
To declare the name of the LORD in Zion …—That his name might be declared in Zion, or that his praise might be set
up in Jerusalem again. That is, that his people might be returned there, and his praise be celebrated again in the holy city.
(Psalms 102:22) When the peoples are gathered together, And the kingdoms, to serve the LORD.
(Psalms 102:23) He weakened my strength in the way; He shortened my days.
EL
(Psalms 102:24) I said, "O my God, Do not take me away in the midst of my days; Your years are throughout all
generations.
Here the psalmist returned to his personal complaint. The Lord had weakened him seemingly about to cut his life… short .
So he appealed for an extension of his life, asking that he not die prematurely: Do not take me away… in the midst of my
days. Since God’s years go on , speaking figuratively of His eternality, the writer wanted his own life to continue for at least
a while longer.
(Psalms 102:25) Of old You laid the foundation of the earth, And the heavens are the work of Your hands.
. This psalm is also to be categorized among the messianic psalms, as this passage is quoted in Heb. 1:10-12 as being
prophetic of Christ Himself There is an affirmation of the unchanging nature of God.
Hebrews 1:10-12
10
And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine
hands:
11
They shall perish; but thou remainest; and they all shall wax old as doth a garment;
12
And as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be changed: but thou art the same, and thy years shall not
fail.
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Of old: It means here, long ago; of olden time; at the beginning. The meaning is, that the years of God had stretched
through all the generations of people, and all the changes which had occurred upon the earth; that at the very beginning he
existed, and that he would continue to exist to the very close, unchangeably the same.
John 1:1-3
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2 The same was in the beginning with God.
3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.
(Psalms 102:26) They will perish, but You will endure; Yes, they will all grow old like a garment; Like a cloak You will
change them, And they will be changed.
Speaking of God’s eternality in contrast with His Creation was an expression of the psalmist’s confidence in the Lord.
The earth and the heavens.… will perish (cf. 2 Peter 3:10; Rev. 21:1), wearing out like old clothes.
2 Peter 3:10
But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the
elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.
Revelation 21:1
And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more
sea.
(Psalms 102:27) But You are the same, And Your years will have no end.
Hebrews 13:8
Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.
Malachi 3:6
For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.
By contrast God is unchanging and eternal (His years will never end. Therefore He will be faithful to all generations
(to the saints’ children and to their descendants).
(Psalms 102:28) The children of Your servants will continue, And their descendants will be established before You."
Galatians 3:29
And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.
James 2:5
Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he
hath promised to them that love him?
PSALM ONE HUNDRED THREE
After reviewing the mercies of God toward him, David found hope in his people’s covenant relationship with the Lord,
though they were sinful and frail. In this confidence the psalmist called on all creation to bless their Lord.
This psalm, a celebration of deliverance, seems to speak of the answer to the prayer in Psalm 102.
Praise for the LORD'S Mercies
Bless the LORD starts the Psalm and verse 22 ends with the same words.
(Psalms 103:1) Bless the LORD, O my soul; And all that is within me, bless His holy name!
Bless the LORD. Adore and thank Him for all benefits.
In this great psalm of praise, one of the most joyful of the Psalter, David calls upon every faculty of his being to bless the
Lord. "Bless" (barak, Heb.) is used here with the meaning "esteem greatly" or "praise".
Ephesians 1:3
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Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in
Christ:
This magnificent hymn praises God for His personal blessings (vv. 1-5), for His national blessings (vv. 6-7), for His
forgiving love (vv. 8-14), for His eternal love (vv. 15-18), and concludes with a universal call to praise (vv. 19-22).
(Psalms 103:2) Bless the LORD, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits:
103:1-2. David told himself (O my soul) to praise the LORD with all his being, that is, to put his whole heart in his praise
of God’s holy name (cf. 33:21). This was certainly warranted in view of the Lord’s many benefits.
Mark 2:5
(Psalms 103:3) Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases,
diseases. Spiritual afflictions, parallel with iniquities.
Mark 2:5
When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.
David praised the Lord for His many mercies, including
forgiveness of sins (v. 3a),
healing of sicknesses (v. 3b),
deliverance from death (v. 4a;
(Psalms 103:4) Who redeems your life from destruction, Who crowns you with lovingkindness and tender mercies,
Crowning suggests bestowing blessing. Like an eagle that remains strong throughout its long life, the psalmist was
spiritually vigorous under God’s hand
(Psalms 103:5) Who satisfies your mouth with good things, So that your youth is renewed like the eagle's.
Isa. 40:31
But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and
not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.
(Psalms 103:6) The LORD executes righteousness And justice for all who are oppressed.
Alluding to certain facts in Israel’s history, David meditated on the covenant loyalty the Lord maintained with frail
sinners.
(Psalms 103:7) He made known His ways to Moses, His acts to the children of Israel.
First, David recalled the Lord’s covenant with Moses. After a word of praise for the Lord’s righteousness, David said
that God revealed Himself to Moses and Moses’ people as a compassionate and gracious God, who is therefore slow to
anger and abounds in covenant loyalty (love, h[esed{;)
(Psalms 103:8) The LORD is merciful and gracious, Slow to anger, and abounding in mercy.
Verse 8 is based on God’s words to Moses on Mount Sinai . Because of these attributes God is faithful to His people and
will deliver them from oppression.
Exodus 34:6
And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering,
and abundant in goodness and truth,
(Psalms 103:9) He will not always strive with us, Nor will He keep His anger forever.
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strive = accuse. God does not always accuse, nor is He angry forever. Instead, He forgives.
(Psalms 103:10) He has not dealt with us according to our sins, Nor punished us according to our iniquities.
103:9-12. David then explained that the Lord mercifully forgives sins. Because God is slow to anger (cf. v. 8) He does not
always accuse (r|<b{, “bring a court case against”) a man of sin nor deal with him according to his sins.
And because of His great… love He completely separates sins from the sinners by forgiving them.
(Psalms 103:11) For as the heavens are high above the earth, So great is His mercy toward those who fear Him;
Note the two comparisons in these verses to illustrate God's thorough removal of sin:
(1) "For as the heavens are high above the earth," i.e., the upward reach; and
(2) "As far as the east is from the west," i.e., the outward breadth. The removal of sin by God's grace is complete and
immutable).
Isaiah 38:17
17
Behold, for peace I had great bitterness: but thou hast in love to my soul delivered it from the pit of corruption: for
thou hast cast all my sins behind thy back.
Micah 7:19
19
He will turn again, he will have compassion upon us; he will subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins
into the depths of the sea.
Note the three comparisons related to His love (v. 11),
our sins (v. 12),
and our relationship in His family (v. 13).
fear.

Reverential awe and trust

see verses:11,13,17

(Psalms 103:12) As far as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us.
(Psalms 103:13) As a father pities his children, So the LORD pities those who fear Him.
103:13-18. In these verses David wrote that though man’s life is transitory, he is established by the Lord’s covenant. The
LORD has compassion on His frail people (v. 13) for He knows how frail the nature of man is (vv. 14-16). Man is made of
insignificant dust and his life is brief like the grass and wild flowers. Nevertheless from everlasting to everlasting the
LORD’s covenant love is with those who obey Him. Here again the eternality of the Lord is seen as a comfort for frail human
beings.
(Psalms 103:14) For He knows our frame; He remembers that we are dust.
Genesis 2:7
And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became
a living soul.
(Psalms 103:15) As for man, his days are like grass; As a flower of the field, so he flourishes.
Psalm 90:5
Thou carriest them away as with a flood; they are as a sleep: in the morning they are like grass which groweth up.
(Psalms 103:16) For the wind passes over it, and it is gone, And its place remembers it no more.
Isaiah 40:6-8
6
The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower
of the field:
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8

The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because the spirit of the LORD bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass.
The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever.

(Psalms 103:17) But the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting On those who fear Him, And His
righteousness to children's children,
from everlasting to everlasting. The basis of His children's security.
(Psalms 103:18) To such as keep His covenant, And to those who remember His commandments to do them.
Man’s hope is not in other fragile creatures, but in the eternal God.
(Psalms 103:19) The LORD has established His throne in heaven, And His kingdom rules over all.
(Psalms 103:20) Bless the LORD, you His angels, Who excel in strength, who do His word, Heeding the voice of His word.
David declared that the Lord’s dominion is over all the earth. Therefore all angels, God’s heavenly hosts, who are His
servants, and all His Creation (His works) everywhere should praise the LORD.
(Psalms 103:21) Bless the LORD, all you His hosts, You ministers of His, who do His pleasure.
"Hosts" and "ministers"

denote the other angelic beings. , who serve Him

(Psalms 103:22) Bless the LORD, all His works, In all places of His dominion. Bless the LORD, O my soul!
David closed his psalm in the way he began: by exhorting himself (O my soul) to praise the LORD.
PSALM ONE HUNDRED FOUR
Psalm 104 begins the same way Psalm 103 begins—with the words, “Praise the LORD, O my soul.” Psalm 104 is a
glorious psalm in praise of God’s marvelous Creation and of His sustaining of that Creation. Whereas Psalm 103
praises the Lord’s compassion with His people in history, this psalm portrays the Lord’s power, wisdom, and goodness to all
Creation. The psalmist spoke of God’s stretching out the heavens in light, His sovereign control of the deep, His adorning the
earth as a dwelling place for man, His arranging night and day for life, and His preparing the sea for its life. He then praised
God who gloriously reigns over Creation and renews it by His Spirit. In view of this the psalmist prayed that God would
purge sinners, who are out of harmony with Creation.
Praise Psalm to the Sovereign LORD for His Creation and Providence
(Psalms 104:1) Bless the LORD, O my soul! O LORD my God, You are very great: You are clothed with honor and
majesty,
Ch. 104 In this hymn of praise (a poetic parallel to Gen. 1) the psalmist portrays the LORD (Yahweh as the One who
created the heavens (vv. 1-4) and the earth (vv. 5-9), who adapted the earth for the needs of all living creatures (vv. 10-23),
who has dominion over all creation (vv. 24-32), and who is worthy of praise (vv. 33-35).
(Psalms 104:2) Who cover Yourself with light as with a garment, Who stretch out the heavens like a curtain.
104:1b-4. In verses 1b-23 the psalmist praised the majesty of the LORD (You are very great and clothed with splendor;)
as is seen in His works. The writer began with a poetic description of the heavens. Light, created on the first day (Gen. 1:35), is appropriate to the nature of the Lord. To be clothed “in light” means to be characterized by it. In Creation the Lord
spread out the heavens like a tent (cf. Gen. 1:6-8; Isa. 40:22), that is, the skies cover the earth as a tent covers tent dwellers.
God’s dwelling place is pictured figuratively as being in upper chambers on the waters. He was like a builder making a
private room by laying the foundation beams above the waters of the sky.
Also the Lord formed all the heavenly elements including clouds… wind, in verse 3 and fire in verse 4.
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Genesis 1:3

And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.

Genesis 1:6-8
6 And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters.
7 And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were
above the firmament: and it was so.
8 And God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning were the second day.
(Psalms 104:3) He lays the beams of His upper chambers in the waters, Who makes the clouds His chariot, Who walks on
the wings of the wind,
Isaiah 40:22
22 It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the
heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in:
(Psalms 104:4) Who makes His angels spirits, His ministers a flame of fire.
Heb. 1:7
And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire.
This verse affirms that God utilizes both the wind and the fire as His special servants. God arrays His angels (messengers)
with physical phenomena, similar to ways He often manifested Himself.
It is cited by the author of Hebrews to illustrate the similar servant status of angels
(Psalms 104:5) You who laid the foundations of the earth, So that it should not be moved forever,
104:5-9. The psalmist reiterated how God founded the earth and covered it with the waters. In poetic imagery the earth
is seen as firmly established on… foundations, and “covered” with water (the deep) as with a garment. The psalmist vividly
portrayed the Lord’s gathering the waters into rivers and oceans with a boundary (i.e., with shorelines beyond which they
cannot go; cf. Job 38:9-10; Jer. 5:22). God’s rebuking the waters suggests they were a chaotic force to be calmed and
“conquered.” Some of the wording in Psalm 104:7-9 sounds like the Flood account, but the psalmist was referring to
Creation.
Job 38:9-10
9
When I made the cloud the garment thereof, and thick darkness a swaddlingband for it,
10
And brake up for it my decreed place, and set bars and doors,
Jeremiah 5:22
22
Fear ye not me? saith the LORD: will ye not tremble at my presence, which have placed the sand for the bound of
the sea by a perpetual decree, that it cannot pass it: and though the waves thereof toss themselves, yet can they not prevail;
though they roar, yet can they not pass over it?
(Psalms 104:6) You covered it with the deep as with a garment; The waters stood above the mountains.
Not a reference to the Flood of Noah's time but to the third day of God's creative activity
Gen. 1:9-10
9
And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land appear: and
it was so.
10
And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was
good.
(Psalms 104:7) At Your rebuke they fled; At the voice of Your thunder they hastened away.
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(Psalms 104:8) They went up over the mountains; They went down into the valleys, To the place which You founded for
them.
(Psalms 104:9) You have set a boundary that they may not pass over, That they may not return to cover the earth.
set a boundary so that the seas would never overrun the earth.
(Psalms 104:10) He sends the springs into the valleys, They flow among the hills.
104:10-18. In adorning the earth as a place for living, God placed springs in the valleys to give water for animals (vv.
10-In His wisdom God made the earth amazingly well suited for all forms of life.
(Psalms 104:11) They give drink to every beast of the field; The wild donkeys quench their thirst.
(Psalms 104:12) By them the birds of the heavens have their home; They sing among the branches.
(Psalms 104:13) He waters the hills from His upper chambers; The earth is satisfied with the fruit of Your works.
Water is a predominant theme in this psalm (vv. 3, 6-16, 25-26). In the minds of ancient sages, water was a
powerful force. This psalm portrays the Lord’s sovereignty over it.
(Psalms 104:14) He causes the grass to grow for the cattle, And vegetation for the service of man, That he may bring forth
food from the earth,
and He makes things grow that give food for animals and man, and oil (from olive trees) to smooth man’s face (vv. 13-15).
(Psalms 104:15) And wine that makes glad the heart of man, Oil to make his face shine, And bread which strengthens man's
heart.
oil.

Olive oil.

(Psalms 104:16) The trees of the LORD are full of sap, The cedars of Lebanon which He planted,
(Psalms 104:17) Where the birds make their nests; The stork has her home in the fir trees.
Also God provides dwelling places for animals and birds (vv. 16-18).
(Psalms 104:18) The high hills are for the wild goats; The cliffs are a refuge for the rock badgers.
Cunies, in Israel at En Geddi.
(Psalms 104:19) He appointed the moon for seasons; The sun knows its going down.
The Lord made the moon and the sun to rule the times when various creatures on earth are active.
(Psalms 104:20) You make darkness, and it is night, In which all the beasts of the forest creep about.
(Psalms 104:21) The young lions roar after their prey, And seek their food from God.
(Psalms 104:22) When the sun rises, they gather together And lie down in their dens.
(Psalms 104:23) Man goes out to his work And to his labor until the evening.
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(Psalms 104:24) O LORD, how manifold are Your works! In wisdom You have made them all. The earth is full of Your
possessions;
(Psalms 104:25) This great and wide sea, In which are innumerable teeming things, Living things both small and great.
104:24-30. The psalmist broke forth with praise to the LORD for all of His Creation, made in His great wisdom. The
earth’s many living forms (creatures) are under His dominion.
Ocean creatures of various sizes—including the large.… leviathan (here a real animal, not a mythological creature)—
wait for food and other good thingsfrom God But if He hides from them they are troubled, as He controls life and death in
the oceans. He takes away their breath and they die; He sends His Spirit and others are born.
(Psalms 104:26) There the ships sail about; There is that Leviathan Which You have made to play there.
Leviathan. Here a sea monster.
(Psalms 104:27) These all wait for You, That You may give them their food in due season.
(Psalms 104:28) What You give them they gather in; You open Your hand, they are filled with good.
(Psalms 104:29) You hide Your face, they are troubled; You take away their breath, they die and return to their dust.
(Psalms 104:30) You send forth Your Spirit, they are created; And You renew the face of the earth.
The spirit of every living thing depends on God's Spirit.
(Psalms 104:31) May the glory of the LORD endure forever; May the LORD rejoice in His works.
The psalmist called for the glory of the LORD to continue since He has such powerful control over Creation.
(Psalms 104:32) He looks on the earth, and it trembles; He touches the hills, and they smoke.
Vs. 104:32 The awesome power of a look or a touch from God can shake creation.
(Psalms 104:33) I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God while I have my being.
104:33-35a. The psalmist responded to the greatness of God’s Creation by doing two things.
First, he vowed to praise… God with song and pleasing meditation . This is the proper response of a worshiper who
remembers his Creator. Verse 34
Second, he prayed that sinners would vanish from the earth because they are out of harmony with God’s Creation. Verse
35
(Psalms 104:34) May my meditation be sweet to Him; I will be glad in the LORD.
(Psalms 104:35) May sinners be consumed from the earth, And the wicked be no more. Bless the LORD, O my soul! Praise
the LORD!
The psalmist again encouraged himself (O my soul) to praise the LORD.. The final “Praise the LORD” translates the
Hebrew halelu=-ya4h (we get the English word “hallelujah”), which occurs here for the first of 23 times in the Psalms
(104:35; 105:45; 106:1, 48; 112:1; 113:1, 9; 115:18; 116:19; 117:2; 135:1, 3, 21; 146:1, 10; 147:1, 20; 148:1, 14; 149:1, 9;
150:1, 6).
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PSALM ONE HUNDRED FIVE
An Historical Psalm
By tracing some aspects of the history of Israel (from Abraham to the wilderness wanderings)—as the Lord moved His
people miraculously in fulfillment of His covenant promises—the psalmist praised the greatness of the Lord’s love for His
own.
The Abrahamic covenant was irrevocable and everlasting; it was an unconditional covenant. These verses are found in
substantial parallel in 1 Chr. 16:8-22, a passage attributed to David; it seems logical, therefore, to assign the entire psalm to
him. Verses 8-11 constitute one of the most forceful statements in the Bible regarding the promise of the land given to
Abraham.
Gen. 12:1-3
1 Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's
house, unto a land that I will shew thee:
2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:
3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be
blessed.
1 Chronicles 16:8-22
8
Give thanks unto the LORD, call upon his name, make known his deeds among the people.
9
Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him, talk ye of all his wondrous works.
10
Glory ye in his holy name: let the heart of them rejoice that seek the LORD.
11
Seek the LORD and his strength, seek his face continually.
12
Remember his marvellous works that he hath done, his wonders, and the judgments of his mouth;
13
O ye seed of Israel his servant, ye children of Jacob, his chosen ones.
14
He is the LORD our God; his judgments are in all the earth.
15
Be ye mindful always of his covenant; the word which he commanded to a thousand generations;
16
Even of the covenant which he made with Abraham, and of his oath unto Isaac;
17
And hath confirmed the same to Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an everlasting covenant,
18
Saying, Unto thee will I give the land of Canaan, the lot of your inheritance;
19
When ye were but few, even a few, and strangers in it.
20
And when they went from nation to nation, and from one kingdom to another people;
21
He suffered no man to do them wrong: yea, he reproved kings for their sakes,
22
Saying, Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no harm.
The Eternal Faithfulness of the LORD
(Psalms 105:1) Oh, give thanks to the LORD! Call upon His name; Make known His deeds among the peoples!
Ch. 105 This psalm of Israel's history opens with a call to praise and remember God's wondrous works (vv. 1-7); then it
highlights the Abrahamic covenant (vv. 8-15), the life of Joseph and Israel's settlement in Egypt (vv. 16-24), the life of
Moses and the deliverance from Egypt (vv. 25-38), God's care for them in the wilderness (vv. 39-41), and the entrance into
Canaan (vv. 42-45).
1q The psalmist began with a call (to Israel as identified in verse 6.) to praise and rejoice because of the Lord’s
many wonderful acts and His holy name. His name means His attributes that are revealed to man. Israel should depend on
the LORD remembering His miraculous works.
(Psalms 105:2) Sing to Him, sing psalms to Him; Talk of all His wondrous works!
Baqash-to desire his presence
(Psalms 105:3) Glory in His holy name; Let the hearts of those rejoice who seek the LORD!
Darash- to enquire with care
Baqash- to love his presence
(Psalms 105:4) Seek the LORD and His strength; Seek His face evermore!
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(Psalms 105:5) Remember His marvelous works which He has done, His wonders, and the judgments of His mouth,
(Psalms 105:6) O seed of Abraham His servant, You children of Jacob, His chosen ones!
(Psalms 105:7) He is the LORD our God; His judgments are in all the earth.
105:7-11. The psalmist turned to offer praise for the Lord’s remembrance of His promises to the nation. The nation
should remember Him (v. 5) because He remembers them! (v. 8)
(Psalms 105:8) He remembers His covenant forever, The word which He commanded, for a thousand generations,
The LORD… God, who exercises universal rule (His judgments are in all the earth), remembered (i.e., fulfills) His covenant
and His oath.
(Psalms 105:9) The covenant which He made with Abraham, And His oath to Isaac,
His covenant made with Abraham was confirmed in Isaac’s presence and also given to Jacob. Israel, God said, would be a
great nation and would possess the land He promised.
(Psalms 105:10) And confirmed it to Jacob for a statute, To Israel as an everlasting covenant,
(Psalms 105:11) Saying, "To you I will give the land of Canaan As the allotment of your inheritance,"
In the covenant with Abraham the promise of the land of Canaan is specifically highlighted.
Genesis 15:18-21
18
In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the
river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates:
19
The Kenites, and the Kenizzites, and the Kadmonites,
20
And the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Rephaims,
21
And the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.
(Psalms 105:12) When they were few in number, Indeed very few, and strangers in it.
Psalms 105:12: (vv. 12-41) In these verses, the psalmist notes various aspects of Israel's history in which the Lord was
faithful to fulfill His promise to make her a great nation.
Vs. 105:12-45 A sketch of the history of Israel:
(1) Abraham's journey to Canaan, then to Egypt and back (vv. 12-15);
(2) the history of Joseph (vv. 16-22);
(3) the Israelites in Egypt (vv. 23-25);
(4) Moses and Aaron leading the people out of Egypt (vv. 26-38); and
(5) the Lord leading them through the wilderness and then into Canaan (vv. 39-45).
(Psalms 105:13) When they went from one nation to another, From one kingdom to another people,
105:12-41. The psalmist then traced something of the history of Israel in which the Lord fulfilled His promise to make
Israel a great nation.
First, the writer stated that the Lord protected them while they sojourned in other lands (vv. 12-15). Perhaps this
refers to Abraham’s journey from Ur in Chaldea to Haran (Gen. 11:31), Canaan (Gen. 12:4-5), Egypt (Gen. 12:10-20),
and his living in the Negev (Gen. 20:1).
(Psalms 105:14) He permitted no one to do them wrong; Yes, He rebuked kings for their sakes,
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(Psalms 105:15) Saying, "Do not touch My anointed ones, And do My prophets no harm."
Vs. 105:15 Abraham is called a prophet in Gen. 20:7.
Genesis 20:7
7
Now therefore restore the man his wife; for he is a prophet, and he shall pray for thee, and thou shalt live: and if
thou restore her not, know thou that thou shalt surely die, thou, and all that are thine.
(Psalms 105:16) Moreover He called for a famine in the land; He destroyed all the provision of bread.
Second, the LORD sovereignly led Israelites into Egypt and exalted Joseph (Ps. 105:16-22; cf. Gen. 37; 39-41).
(Psalms 105:17) He sent a man before them; Joseph; who was sold as a slave.
(Psalms 105:18) They hurt his feet with fetters, He was laid in irons.
(Psalms 105:19) Until the time that his word came to pass, The word of the LORD tested him.
(Psalms 105:20) The king sent and released him, The ruler of the people let him go free.
(Psalms 105:21) He made him lord of his house, And ruler of all his possessions,
(Psalms 105:22) To bind his princes at his pleasure, And teach his elders wisdom.
(Psalms 105:23) Israel also came into Egypt, And Jacob dwelt in the land of Ham.
Third, in Egypt the LORD made His people very fruitful even though they were oppressed (Ps. 105:23-25; cf. Ex. 1:614).
(Psalms 105:24) He increased His people greatly, And made them stronger than their enemies.
(Psalms 105:25) He turned their heart to hate His people, To deal craftily with His servants.
(Psalms 105:26) He sent Moses His servant, And Aaron whom He had chosen.
Fourth, through Moses… and Aaron the Lord worked wonders in Egypt (the land of Ham; cf. Ps. 105:23). These
wonders were the plagues on Egypt (vv. 26-36) that oppressed the Egyptians (cf. Ex. 7-11; Ps. 78:44-51).
(Psalms 105:27) They performed His signs among them, And wonders in the land of Ham.
(Psalms 105:28) He sent darkness, and made it dark; And they did not rebel against His word.
(Psalms 105:29) He turned their waters into blood, And killed their fish.
(Psalms 105:30) Their land abounded with frogs, Even in the chambers of their kings.
(Psalms 105:31) He spoke, and there came swarms of flies, And lice in all their territory.
gnats. The exact meaning is uncertain. They were perhaps gnats, sand fleas, or mosquitoes.
(Psalms 105:32) He gave them hail for rain, And flaming fire in their land.
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(Psalms 105:33) He struck their vines also, and their fig trees, And splintered the trees of their territory.
(Psalms 105:34) He spoke, and locusts came, Young locusts without number,
(Psalms 105:35) And ate up all the vegetation in their land, And devoured the fruit of their ground.
(Psalms 105:36) He also destroyed all the firstborn in their land, The first of all their strength.
(Psalms 105:37) He also brought them out with silver and gold, And there was none feeble among His tribes.
God rescued His people with great booty (105:37).
(Psalms 105:38) Egypt was glad when they departed, For the fear of them had fallen upon them.
In fact Egypt was relieved when they left (v. 38).
(Psalms 105:39) He spread a cloud for a covering, And fire to give light in the night.
Fifth, the Lord led the Israelites through the wilderness and provided quail, manna (bread of heaven), and water from the
rock (vv. 39-41). So even during Israel’s wanderings He was faithful to them.
(Psalms 105:40) The people asked, and He brought quail, And satisfied them with the bread of heaven.
(Psalms 105:41) He opened the rock, and water gushed out; It ran in the dry places like a river.
This psalm expresses joy over God’s faithfulness to His word in redeeming His Chosen People.
Zakar - caused to be brought to mind
(Psalms 105:42) For He remembered His holy promise, And Abraham His servant.
.
105:42-45. The psalmist spoke again of how the Lord remembered His word (v. 42; cf. v. 8) and brought… His people
out of Egypt and led them to the Promised Land (vv. 43-44). They were redeemed from bondage so that they might obey His
word (v. 45).
(Psalms 105:43) He brought out His people with joy, His chosen ones with gladness.
(Psalms 105:44) He gave them the lands of the Gentiles, And they inherited the labor of the nations,
(Psalms 105:45) That they might observe His statutes And keep His laws. Praise the LORD!
So those who receive His benefits should remember His works and respond with obedience. On the words Praise the
LORD (halelu=-ya4h.)
PSALM ONE HUNDRED SIX
An Historical & Confessional Psalm
In spite of God’s faithfulness to Israel (Ps. 105) her history was filled with faithlessness and ingratitude. Psalm 106, a
confessional psalm, traces some of the Israelite’s rebellious activities and God’s judgments on them. The psalmist then
prayed that the Lord would deliver His people from their captivity. A similar confession is found in Nehemiah 9. In addition,
this psalm has similarities with Isaiah 63 and Ezekiel 20.
Though God was faithful to Israel, Israel was sinful and disobedient toward the Lord.
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Joy in Forgiveness of Israel's Sins
(Psalms 106:1) Praise the LORD! Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever.
Ch. 106 After an opening call to praise (vv. 1-3) and a brief prayer (vv. 4-5), the psalmist laments and confesses Israel's sins:
their unbelief and murmuring at the Red Sea (vv. 6-12), their murmuring for flesh to eat (vv. 13-15), their jealousy over the
authority of Moses and Aaron (vv. 16-18), their worship of the calf (vv. 19-23), their unbelief of the report of the spies (vv.
24-27), their participation in Moabite worship (vv. 28-31), the murmuring at Meribah (vv. 32-33), and their continued
disobedience after entering Canaan (vv. 34-46). He concludes with a petition and praise (vv. 47-48).

(Psalms 106:2) Who can utter the mighty acts of the LORD? Who can declare all His praise?

106:1-5. The psalmist praised God for His incomparable goodness, loyal love, and power (vv. 1-2). Since all who do
what is right are blessed by the LORD (106:3), the psalmist prayed that when God blesses His people He would remember
him too. That way he could enjoy… prosperity and joy, and give God praise.
(Psalms 106:3) Blessed are those who keep justice, And he who does righteousness at all times!
(Psalms 106:4) Remember me, O LORD, with the favor You have toward Your people; Oh, visit me with Your salvation,
(Psalms 106:5) That I may see the benefit of Your chosen ones, That I may rejoice in the gladness of Your nation, That I
may glory with Your inheritance.
(Psalms 106:6) We have sinned with our fathers, We have committed iniquity, We have done wickedly.
106:6. The psalmist introduced the theme of confession with a general statement that they, the Israelites in the psalmist’s
day, had sinned as their fathers (i.e., ancestors) had done. This prompted him to relate their ancestors’ sins.
(Psalms 106:7) Our fathers in Egypt did not understand Your wonders; They did not remember the multitude of Your
mercies, But rebelled by the sea; the Red Sea.
106:7-12. The psalmist then recounted the sins of the people in the wilderness. First, he wrote of their sin at the crossing
of the Red Sea (Ex. 14:11-12). Yet the Lord saved them (cf. Ex. 14:26-30) to show His mighty power, and they believed (cf.
Ex. 14:31) and sang praises to Him (cf. Ex. 15:1-21).
The rebellion of Israel at the Red Sea crossing.
Exodus 14:11-12
11
And they said unto Moses, Because there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die in the wilderness?
wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt?
12
Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians? For it had
been better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we should die in the wilderness.
(Psalms 106:8) Nevertheless He saved them for His name's sake, That He might make His mighty power known.
(Psalms 106:9) He rebuked the Red Sea also, and it dried up; So He led them through the depths, As through the
wilderness.
(Psalms 106:10) He saved them from the hand of him who hated them, And redeemed them from the hand of the enemy.
(Psalms 106:11) The waters covered their enemies; There was not one of them left.
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(Psalms 106:12) Then they believed His words; They sang His praise.
(Psalms 106:13) They soon forgot His works; They did not wait for His counsel,
(Psalms 106:14) But lusted exceedingly in the wilderness, And tested God in the desert.
106:13-33. Then the psalmist spoke of the people’s sins as they traveled to the Promised Land. They soon forgot God’s
miracles (cf. vv. 21-22) and began to crave (cf. Num. 11:4) and God.… sent a plague (a wasting disease) on them (cf. Num.
11:
They murmured again (grumbled) so God swore… with uplifted hand that they would die in the wilderness. They
despised the pleasant land by disbelieving the LORD.
At Meribah… Moses lost patience with them when they rebelled against… God ; Num. 20:2-13). As a result of his
impatience Moses also lost the privilege of entering the land of promise (Num. 20:12).
(Psalms 106:15) And He gave them their request, But sent leanness into their soul.
(Psalms 106:16) When they envied Moses in the camp, And Aaron the saint of the LORD,
They also murmured out of envy over Moses and… Aaron, so God destroyed Dathan and his company (Ps. 106:16-18; cf.
Num. 16; 26:8-9).
(Psalms 106:17) The earth opened up and swallowed Dathan, And covered the faction of Abiram.
Psalms 106:17: This is a reference to the rebellion of Korah, along with Dathan and Abiram, and their humiliating
judgment. The name of Korah was obviously omitted in deference to the Korahites who ministered in the temple.
(Psalms 106:18) A fire was kindled in their company; The flame burned up the wicked.
(Psalms 106:19) They made a calf in Horeb, And worshiped the molded image.
At Horeb, the ancient name for Mount Sinai (cf. Deut. 5:2; Mal. 4:4), they made a golden calf in violation of the Law.
God.… would have destroyed them if Moses had not interceded (Ps. 106:19-23; cf. Ex. 32).
calf. Better, young bull. This particular idolatry was a throwback to life in Egypt.
(Psalms 106:20) Thus they changed their glory Into the image of an ox that eats grass.
(Psalms 106:21) They forgot God their Savior, Who had done great things in Egypt,
(Psalms 106:22) Wondrous works in the land of Ham, Awesome things by the Red Sea.
(Psalms 106:23) Therefore He said that He would destroy them, Had not Moses His chosen one stood before Him in the
breach, To turn away His wrath, lest He destroy them.
(Psalms 106:24) Then they despised the pleasant land; They did not believe His word,
(Psalms 106:25) But complained in their tents, And did not heed the voice of the LORD.
(Psalms 106:26) Therefore He raised up His hand in an oath against them, To overthrow them in the wilderness,
(Psalms 106:27) To overthrow their descendants among the nations, And to scatter them in the lands.
cast their seed. I.e., disperse their descendants.
(Psalms 106:28) They joined themselves also to Baal of Peor, And ate sacrifices made to the dead.
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"Baal of Peor" designates the pagan deity of Peor, in the land of Moab. When the Israelites gave themselves to this immoral
worship, God judged them through a plague, which was only checked when Phinehas, the grandson of Aaron, slew the
ringleader of the idolatrous group (cf. Num. 25:3-9).
(Psalms 106:29) Thus they provoked Him to anger with their deeds, And the plague broke out among them.
At Peor they sinned again (this time in idolatry with the Moabites), and Phinehas… intervened to stop the plague (Ps.
106:28-31; cf. Num. 25).
(Psalms 106:30) Then Phinehas stood up and intervened, And the plague was stopped.
(Psalms 106:31) And that was accounted to him for righteousness To all generations forevermore.
(Psalms 106:32) They angered Him also at the waters of strife, So that it went ill with Moses on account of them;
(Psalms 106:33) Because they rebelled against His Spirit, So that he spoke rashly with his lips.
(Psalms 106:34) They did not destroy the peoples, Concerning whom the LORD had commanded them,
Vs. 106:34-39 Sins committed in the land of Canaan, including failure to destroy the inhabitants (v. 34) and idolatry (vv. 3639).
(Psalms 106:35) But they mingled with the Gentiles And learned their works;
106:34-46. The psalmist then reminded the people of their failure to destroy the inhabitants of the land, as the LORD had
commanded them to do (Deut. 7:1-2). Instead of obeying the Lord’s command to demolish the Canaanites’ idols (Deut. 7:5,
16, 25-26), Israel worshiped them (cf. Judges 2:11-12) and even sacrificed their sons and… daughters to demons (Ps.
106:37; cf. Deut 32:17) associated with the idols (Ps. 106:38).
Because Israel sinned so grievously, the LORD was angry (cf. Judges 2:14, 20) with His people and gave them over to
the oppression of enemies.
Many times, however, God delivered them (Ps. 106:43-46). This refers to His raising up judges to deliver Israel from her
oppressors (cf. Judges 2:16) because of His covenant and His faithful love (h[esed{). Thus the Lord constantly brought
judgment on His disobedient people, but He also constantly responded to their cries.
(Psalms 106:36) They served their idols, Which became a snare to them.
(Psalms 106:37) They even sacrificed their sons And their daughters to demons,
(Psalms 106:38) And shed innocent blood, The blood of their sons and daughters, Whom they sacrificed to the idols of
Canaan; And the land was polluted with blood.
(Psalms 106:39) Thus they were defiled by their own works, And played the harlot by their own deeds.
Spiritual infidelity was a continuing problem from the time of Moses to the Babylonian captivity.
(Psalms 106:40) Therefore the wrath of the LORD was kindled against His people, So that He abhorred His own
inheritance.
Vs. 106:40-46 This section seems to describe in particular the period of the judges, with its cycles of foreign oppression and
divine deliverance.
(Psalms 106:41) And He gave them into the hand of the Gentiles, And those who hated them ruled over them.
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(Psalms 106:42) Their enemies also oppressed them, And they were brought into subjection under their hand.
(Psalms 106:43) Many times He delivered them; But they rebelled in their counsel, And were brought low for their iniquity.
(Psalms 106:44) Nevertheless He regarded their affliction, When He heard their cry;
(Psalms 106:45) And for their sake He remembered His covenant, And relented according to the multitude of His mercies.
(Psalms 106:46) He also made them to be pitied By all those who carried them away captive.
(Psalms 106:47) Save us, O LORD our God, And gather us from among the Gentiles, To give thanks to Your holy name,
To triumph in Your praise.

106:47-48. After retracing the nation’s sin and God’s punishment, the psalmist prayed that they would be again
delivered (gather us from the nations apparently suggests the nation was dispersed) so that they might praise Him.
The doxology in verse 48 closes Book IV of the Psalter. This verse is similar to the doxology that concludes Book I (see
41:13). On the words Praise the LORD (halelu=-ya4h),
(Psalms 106:48) Blessed be the LORD God of Israel From everlasting to everlasting! And let all the people say, "Amen!"
Praise the LORD!
PSALM ONE HUNDRED SEVEN
This psalm is a call to praise addressed to the redeemed of the Lord. The psalmist motivated them to praise Him by
portraying how He delivered His people out of the wilderness, broke the bonds of prisoners, restored the sick, showed His
power to mariners in the sea, and providentially governs nature and human affairs.
Book Five

Psalms 107-150

Thanksgiving to the LORD for His Great Works of Deliverance
(Psalms 107:1) Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever.
107:1-3. God should be thanked for His enduring loyal love (cf. v. 43), especially by the redeemed who benefit from it. The
psalm may have been written during the Babylonian Exile because of the words in verses 2b-3. This psalm begins the fifth
and final section of the Psalter
KEY VERSE
(Psalms 107:2) Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, Whom He has redeemed from the hand of the enemy,
God has ordained that His followers bear personal testimony to His redeeming grace This mandate for personal
testimony is part of the worship and praise due God from men.
Acts 1:8
8
But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
2 Cor. 5:18-20
18
And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of
reconciliation;
19
To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath
committed unto us the word of reconciliation.
20
Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye
reconciled to God.
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(Psalms 107:3) And gathered out of the lands, From the east and from the west, From the north and from the south.
#1 Homelessness
(Psalms 107:4) They wandered in the wilderness in a desolate way; They found no city to dwell in.
In these verses the psalmist cited four examples of the Lord’s deliverances of His people. In each case the people
pleaded for the Lord to help them out of their distress and He did so (vv. 6, 13, 19, 28) “ they cried out”.
Also in each case the psalmist urged the people to thank God for His unfailing love and wonderful deeds (vv. 8, 15, 21,
31).
#2 Bondage
(Psalms 107:5) Hungry and thirsty, Their soul fainted in them.
107:4-9. First, He delivered some from wandering in the wilderness. Unable to find their way, hungry… thirsty, and
dying, they cried… to the LORD and He led them to safety. So people should praise the LORD because He satisfied with good
things those who were thirsty and hungry in the wilderness.
#3 Afflicted
(Psalms 107:6) Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble, And He delivered them out of their distresses.
In each case the people pleaded for the Lord to help them out of their distress and He did so (vv. 6, 13, 19, 28) “ they
cried out”.
#4 Rescued
(Psalms 107:7) And He led them forth by the right way, That they might go to a city for a dwelling place.
#5 Grateful
(Psalms 107:8) Oh, that men would give thanks to the LORD for His goodness, And for His wonderful works to the
children of men!
Also in each case the psalmist urged the people to thank God for His unfailing love and wonderful deeds (vv. 8, 15, 21,
31). “Oh that men”
#6 Nourished
(Psalms 107:9) For He satisfies the longing soul, And fills the hungry soul with goodness.
(Psalms 107:10) Those who sat in darkness and in the shadow of death, Bound in affliction and irons;
107:10-16. Second, the Lord released prisoners from bondage. Those who were chained in dark prisons because they
had rebelled against… God.… cried out and were freed from the darkness and chains. The Jewish Targum suggests this
refers to King Zedekiah and the nobles of Judah in exile in Babylon. So people should praise the LORD because He delivers
from bondage.
(Psalms 107:11) Because they rebelled against the words of God, And despised the counsel of the Most High,
(Psalms 107:12) Therefore He brought down their heart with labor; They fell down, and there was none to help.
#7 Delivered
(Psalms 107:13) Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble, And He saved them out of their distresses.
(Psalms 107:14) He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, And broke their chains in pieces.
(Psalms 107:15) Oh, that men would give thanks to the LORD for His goodness, And for His wonderful works to the
children of men!
(Psalms 107:16) For He has broken the gates of bronze, And cut the bars of iron in two.
(Psalms 107:17) Fools, because of their transgression, And because of their iniquities, were afflicted.
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107:17-22. Third, the LORD delivered the sick from death. When rebellious sinners were afflicted and near the gates of
death (cf. Job. 38:17; Ps. 9:13; Isa. 38:10), they cried out to Him and He restored them, healing them by His word. So people
should praise the LORD and sacrifice thank offerings (i.e., praise offerings) because of their restored health.
(Psalms 107:18) Their soul abhorred all manner of food, And they drew near to the gates of death.
(Psalms 107:19) Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble, And He saved them out of their distresses.
(Psalms 107:20) He sent His word and healed them, And delivered them from their destructions.
(Psalms 107:21) Oh, that men would give thanks to the LORD for His goodness, And for His wonderful works to the
children of men!
(Psalms 107:22) Let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving, And declare His works with rejoicing.
#8 Seafarers Saga
(Psalms 107:23) Those who go down to the sea in ships, Who do business on great waters,
107:23-32. Fourth, God delivers sailors in trouble at sea. Mariners see His works as He calls up a storm (tempest). Their
courage melts, and being at their wits’ end (lit., “all their wisdom was swallowed up”), they call on Him. He calms the storm
and delivers them from their danger, guiding them safely to their destination. So people should praise the LORD.… in the
assembly.
(Psalms 107:24) They see the works of the LORD, And His wonders in the deep.
(Psalms 107:25) For He commands and raises the stormy wind, Which lifts up the waves of the sea.
(Psalms 107:26) They mount up to the heavens, They go down again to the depths; Their soul melts because of trouble.
(Psalms 107:27) They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, And are at their wits' end.
#9 Seafarers Salvation
(Psalms 107:28) Then they cry out to the LORD in their trouble, And He brings them out of their distresses.
(Psalms 107:29) He calms the storm, So that its waves are still.
(Psalms 107:30) Then they are glad because they are quiet; So He guides them to their desired haven.
(Psalms 107:31) Oh, that men would give thanks to the LORD for His goodness, And for His wonderful works to the
children of men!
(Psalms 107:32) Let them exalt Him also in the assembly of the people, And praise Him in the company of the elders.
(The past-tense verbs in the NIV in these verses may be rendered in the pres. tense.) He can turn a desert into a watered area
(v. 33) or conversely He can make a fruitful land become a wasteland
(Psalms 107:33) He turns rivers into a wilderness, And the watersprings into dry ground;
107:33-38. The Lord has great power over nature. (The past-tense verbs in the NIV in these verses may be rendered in
the pres. tense.) He can turn a desert into a watered area (v. 33) or conversely He can make a fruitful land become a
wasteland (cf. Deut. 29:23). He does this because of the wickedness of the people in the land (cf. Deut. 29:24-28).
(Psalms 107:34) A fruitful land into barrenness, For the wickedness of those who dwell in it.
(Psalms 107:35) He turns a wilderness into pools of water, And dry land into watersprings.
On the other hand God made the barren land become habitable (a city where they could settle;) and fruitful (vv. 35-38).
This He did for the benefit of the poor and needy, so that their numbers greatly flourished.
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(Psalms 107:36) There He makes the hungry dwell, That they may establish a city for a dwelling place,
(Psalms 107:37) And sow fields and plant vineyards, That they may yield a fruitful harvest.
(Psalms 107:38) He also blesses them, and they multiply greatly; And He does not let their cattle decrease.
(Psalms 107:39) When they are diminished and brought low Through oppression, affliction and sorrow,
107:39-43. The Lord also has power over people’s experiences. He humbles and brings down the proud, but He lifts up the
poor and needy.
(Psalms 107:40) He pours contempt on princes, And causes them to wander in the wilderness where there is no way;
(Psalms 107:41) Yet He sets the poor on high, far from affliction, And makes their families like a flock.
(Psalms 107:42) The righteous see it and rejoice, And all iniquity stops its mouth.
So the redeemed praise the LORD (the upright see and rejoice) but… the wicked are silenced.
(Psalms 107:43) Whoever is wise will observe these things, And they will understand the lovingkindness of the LORD.
A wise person will consider these meditations carefully, noting the Lord’s great love (h[esed{;).
PSALM ONE HUNDRED EIGHT
This is a song of triumph in praise of the Lord’s loyal love, given with the full expectation that all His enemies will be
destroyed in their own devices. Because David was convinced that God will exult in the subjugation of the nations, he
prayed for divine leadership.
Verses 1-5 are almost the same as 57:7-11, and 108:6-13 are identical with 60:5-12
No doubt the parts were
joined for some liturgical purpose.
Assurance of God's Victory over Enemies
(Psalms 108:1) O God, my heart is steadfast; I will sing and give praise, even with my glory.
108:1-6. David sang this song of triumph in praise of God’s great… love and remarkable faithfulness. The psalmist
expressed his desire that God be exalted… over all the earth so that His saints might be delivered. His right hand suggests
His power.
Psalm 57:7-11
7
My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed: I will sing and give praise.
8
Awake up, my glory; awake, psaltery and harp: I myself will awake early.
9
I will praise thee, O Lord, among the people: I will sing unto thee among the nations.
10
For thy mercy is great unto the heavens, and thy truth unto the clouds.
11
Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens: let thy glory be above all the earth.
(Psalms 108:2) Awake, lute and harp! I will awaken the dawn.
Ch. 108 David vows to praise God (vv. 1-5, which are virtually identical with 57:7-11) and
(Psalms 108:3) I will praise You, O LORD, among the peoples, And I will sing praises to You among the nations.
(Psalms 108:4) For Your mercy is great above the heavens, And Your truth reaches to the clouds.
(Psalms 108:5) Be exalted, O God, above the heavens, And Your glory above all the earth;
David voices his petition to God for deliverance (vv. 6-13, which are virtually identical with 60:5-12).
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(Psalms 108:6) That Your beloved may be delivered, Save with Your right hand, and hear me.
Psalm 60:5-12
5
That thy beloved may be delivered; save with thy right hand, and hear me.
6
God hath spoken in his holiness; I will rejoice, I will divide Shechem, and mete out the valley of Succoth.
7
Gilead is mine, and Manasseh is mine; Ephraim also is the strength of mine head; Judah is my lawgiver;
8
Moab is my washpot; over Edom will I cast out my shoe: Philistia, triumph thou because of me.
9
Who will bring me into the strong city? who will lead me into Edom?
10
Wilt not thou, O God, which hadst cast us off? and thou, O God, which didst not go out with our armies?
11
Give us help from trouble: for vain is the help of man.
12
Through God we shall do valiantly: for he it is that shall tread down our enemies.
(Psalms 108:7) God has spoken in His holiness: "I will rejoice; I will divide Shechem And measure out the Valley of
Succoth.
108:7-13. David was convinced that the Lord will subjugate the tribes of the earth to Judah . Realizing his need for
God’s leadership, he prayed for help against his enemies in full confidence that God would destroy them .
(Psalms 108:8) Gilead is Mine; Manasseh is Mine; Ephraim also is the helmet for My head; Judah is My lawgiver.
(Psalms 108:9) Moab is My washpot; Over Edom I will cast My shoe; Over Philistia I will triumph."
(Psalms 108:10) Who will bring me into the strong city? Who will lead me to Edom?
(Psalms 108:11) Is it not You, O God, who cast us off? And You, O God, who did not go out with our armies?
(Psalms 108:12) Give us help from trouble, For the help of man is useless.
(Psalms 108:13) Through God we will do valiantly, For it is He who shall tread down our enemies.
PSALM ONE HUNDRED NINE
An Imprecatory and Messianic Psalm
The psalmist prayed that the Lord would take vengeance on his enemies who opposed him with evil devices. The
psalmist also heaped curses on the wicked. The superscription attributes the psalm to David, but it is not clear whether
the references in the psalm are to his time as king or before. The psalm is filled with imprecations. These are the zealous
prayers of the righteous who stand for God’s cause on earth. Their sentiment is harsh, but the threat of the wicked against the
righteous was severe.
Plea for Judgment of False Accusers
(Psalms 109:1) Do not keep silent, O God of my praise!
David cried out to God, whom he praised, not to be silent but to deliver him from the danger of wicked… men. They
were deceitful (v. 2) and hateful (v. 3), and rewarded his friendship with false accusations, reciprocating his good with evil
and hatred.
(Psalms 109:2) For the mouth of the wicked and the mouth of the deceitful Have opened against me; They have spoken
against me with a lying tongue.
Ch. 109 In this imprecatory psalm, David cries out for God's judgment on his false accusers (vv. 1-5), especially His
judgment on one whom he strongly curses (vv. 6-20); then he petitions God for deliverance (vv. 21-25) and judgment (vv.
26-29), closing with a vow of praise (vv. 30-31).
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(Psalms 109:3) They have also surrounded me with words of hatred, And fought against me without a cause.
John 15:25
But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me without a cause.
(Psalms 109:4) In return for my love they are my accusers, But I give myself to prayer.
(Psalms 109:5) Thus they have rewarded me evil for good, And hatred for my love.
(Psalms 109:6) Set a wicked man over him, And let an accuser stand at his right hand.
109:6-15. David prayed that his enemy would be opposed (v. 6), be found guilty
(v. 7), die (so that his wife would become a widow and his children vagabonds
vv. 8-10), be made poor by an extortioner and plunderers (v. 11), and be pitied by no one (v. 12). David also prayed that
his enemy’s posterity would be cut off (v. 13) and that the sins of his enemy’s ancestors would be remembered by the LORD
(vv. 14-15). These were the longings of David’s zealous heart for retribution.
(Psalms 109:7) When he is judged, let him be found guilty, And let his prayer become sin.
(Psalms 109:8) Let his days be few, And let another take his office.
Psalms 109:8: According to Acts 1:20, what happened to Judas is a fulfillment of this imprecation.
Acts 1:16-20
16
Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake
before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus.
17
For he was numbered with us, and had obtained part of this ministry.
18
Now this man purchased a field with the reward of iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst asunder in the midst, and
all his bowels gushed out.
19
And it was known unto all the dwellers at Jerusalem; insomuch as that field is called in their proper tongue,
Aceldama, that is to say, The field of blood.
20
For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be desolate, and let no man dwell therein: and his
bishoprick let another take.
(Psalms 109:9) Let his children be fatherless, And his wife a widow.
(Psalms 109:10) Let his children continually be vagabonds, and beg; Let them seek their bread also from their desolate
places.
(Psalms 109:11) Let the creditor seize all that he has, And let strangers plunder his labor.
(Psalms 109:12) Let there be none to extend mercy to him, Nor let there be any to favor his fatherless children.
(Psalms 109:13) Let his posterity be cut off, And in the generation following let their name be blotted out.
(Psalms 109:14) Let the iniquity of his fathers be remembered before the LORD, And let not the sin of his mother be
blotted out.
(Psalms 109:15) Let them be continually before the LORD, That He may cut off the memory of them from the earth;
(Psalms 109:16) Because he did not remember to show mercy, But persecuted the poor and needy man, That he might even
slay the broken in heart.
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109:16-20. Reasons for the imprecations in verses 6-15 are given here. This wicked man took advantage of the poor …
the needy (cf. v. 22), and the brokenhearted (v. 16). He loved to heap curses on other people (v. 17); it was a part of him like
the clothing he wore and the water he drank (v. 18). Therefore he should be cursed (v. 17); cursing should envelop and
confine him (v. 19). This would be God’s way of paying back
(Psalms 109:17) As he loved cursing, so let it come to him; As he did not delight in blessing, so let it be far from him.
Vs. 109:16-20 The reasons why David's enemy deserved the punishments prayed for in verses 6-15.
(Psalms 109:18) As he clothed himself with cursing as with his garment, So let it enter his body like water, And like oil into
his bones.
(Psalms 109:19) Let it be to him like the garment which covers him, And for a belt with which he girds himself continually.
(Psalms 109:20) Let this be the Lord's reward to my accusers, And to those who speak evil against my person.
(Psalms 109:21) But You, O GOD the Lord, Deal with me for Your name's sake; Because Your mercy is good, deliver me.

109:21-25. David turned to his sovereign LORD for help and deliverance because he was in great need. He was
apparently weak (poor and needy;) , perishing (he was fading away and thin from fasting) under the oppression of those
wicked men. Besides being in danger, they scornfully mocked him.
(Psalms 109:22) For I am poor and needy, And my heart is wounded within me.
(Psalms 109:23) I am gone like a shadow when it lengthens; I am shaken off like a locust.
(Psalms 109:24) My knees are weak through fasting, And my flesh is feeble from lack of fatness.
(Psalms 109:25) I also have become a reproach to them; When they look at me, they shake their heads.
(Psalms 109:26) Help me, O LORD my God! Oh, save me according to Your mercy,
109:26-31. David’s prayer for help was based on his desire that the wicked would understand that the LORD would
vindicate him (vv. 26-27), and that he might rejoice when they were put to shame and disgrace (vv. 28-29). David vowed he
would testify of (extol) the LORD for delivering him from the oppressor.
(Psalms 109:27) That they may know that this is Your hand; That You, LORD, have done it!
(Psalms 109:28) Let them curse, but You bless; When they arise, let them be ashamed, But let Your servant rejoice.
(Psalms 109:29) Let my accusers be clothed with shame, And let them cover themselves with their own disgrace as with a
mantle.
(Psalms 109:30) I will greatly praise the LORD with my mouth; Yes, I will praise Him among the multitude.
(Psalms 109:31) For He shall stand at the right hand of the poor, To save him from those who condemn him.

270

PSALM ONE HUNDRED TEN
Messianic Psalm
The words of this psalm are addressed to the psalmist’s “LORD.” The expressions are those of a prophet who had
received a revelation from God. The king was also a priest, a fact that looks beyond the order of Aaron, which was not a
royal order. This is one reason the psalm has been classified as a prophetic psalm. Jesus quoted Psalm 110:1 in Mark
12:36 (cf. Matt. 22:44; Luke 20:42) to demonstrate that He the Messiah was to be David’s Lord, not merely David’s
Descendant (Mark 12:35, 37). By Jesus’ use of the passage one also notes that David wrote Psalm 110, that it was
inspired by the Holy Spirit, and that it refers to the Messiah. Psalm 110:1 is also quoted in Acts 2:34-35 and Hebrews
1:13. Attempts to date Psalm 110 in the Maccabean times, when some priests held temporal power, are therefore futile.
Those leaders were priests first and also had civil power but in Psalm 110 the King is a Priest.
The union of the offices of priest and king in the Messiah was prophesied in other passages (e.g., Zech. 6:12-13). If
Psalm 110 is related to some incident in David’s life, it is difficult to articulate. Perhaps it was written about the time David
knew that the Anointed One was to have a righteous kingdom (2 Sam. 23:2-4). At the end of his life David knew that he was
not that one, but that a greater One was coming who would have dominion, power, and glory forever.
Mark 12:35-37
35
And Jesus answered and said, while he taught in the temple, How say the scribes that Christ is the Son of
David?
36
For David himself said by the Holy Ghost, The LORD said to my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make
thine enemies thy footstool.
37
David therefore himself calleth him Lord; and whence is he then his son? And the common people heard him
gladly.
Matthew 22:44
44
The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool?
Luke 20:42
42
And David himself saith in the book of Psalms, The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand,
Acts 2:34-35
34
For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my
right hand,
35
Until I make thy foes thy footstool.
Hebrews 1:13
But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool?
Zech. 6:12-13
12
And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Behold the man whose name is The
BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple of the LORD:
13
Even he shall build the temple of the LORD; and he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and
he shall be a priest upon his throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between them both.
This short psalm of seven verses is one of the most quoted in the NT, pictures Messiah as King (vv. 1-3), as Priest (v.
4), and as victorious Warrior (vv. 5-7).
Announcement of the Messiah's Reign
In Psalm 110, David received an oracle about the exaltation of his Lord. He then described the holy army of this
King-Priest-Messiah and His defeating all nations.
YHWH
Adonay
(Psalms 110:1) The LORD said to my Lord, "Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool."
Vs. 110:1 David hears a conversation between the LORD (Yahweh, God the Father) and David's Lord (Adonai, the
Messiah) saying that Christ would sit at the Father's right hand, the place of honor and authority, until His second coming, at
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which time His enemies would be subjugated to Him. A footstool pictures complete subjugation. With His scepter the
Messiah will… rule over His enemies
The first "Lord" (Yahweh, Heb.) denotes God the Father; the second "Lord" (^adonay, Heb.) refers to Christ. This is the
consistent interpretation given the verse by Christ and the N.T. writers.
This psalm speaks of the Messiah as being a King/Priest. Indeed this psalm is best classified as purely messianic, for it
looks for its fulfillment only in Jesus. The psalm naturally divides into two parts: vv. 1-3, 4-7.
In Acts 2:30, David is called a prophet, and rightly so, for this psalm is nothing less than pure messianic prophecy. David's
reference here to Messiah as his Lord (^adonay, Heb.) is a strong affirmation of the deity of Christ. This verse is
quoted or alluded to more frequently in the N.T. than any other single verse
(cf. Matt. 22:44; 26:64; Mark 12:36; 16:19; Luke 20:42, 43; 22:69; Acts 2:34, 35; 7:55; Rom. 8:34; Eph. 1:20-22; Col.
3:1; Heb. 1:3, 13; 8:1; 10:12, 13; 12:2; 1 Pet. 3:22).
Acts 2:30
King David
30
Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins,
according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne;
(Psalms 110:2) The LORD shall send the rod of Your strength out of Zion. Rule in the midst of Your enemies!
At His second coming (during the Millennium) Messiah will rule this earth from Zion (Jerusalem) on the throne of David
(Isa. 2:3; 4:3-5; Zech. 8:3; 14:3).
Isaiah 2:3
3
And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God
of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word
of the LORD from Jerusalem.
Isaiah 4:3-5
3
And it shall come to pass, that he that is left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be called holy, even
every one that is written among the living in Jerusalem:
4
When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and shall have purged the blood of
Jerusalem from the midst thereof by the spirit of judgment, and by the spirit of burning.
5
And the LORD will create upon every dwelling place of mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a cloud and smoke
by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night: for upon all the glory shall be a defence.
Zech. 8:3
3
Thus saith the LORD; I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be
called a city of truth; and the mountain of the LORD of hosts the holy mountain.
Zech. 14:3
3
Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle.
(Psalms 110:3) Your people shall be volunteers In the day of Your power; In the beauties of holiness, from the womb of
the morning, You have the dew of Your youth.
In the early morning
The youthful warriors are compared to the dew (NIV marg.) of the morning. This suggests several ideas, including their
freshness, their sudden appearance, their glittering numbers, and even the time of their appearance: in the early morning (the
womb of the dawn). Therefore Messiah’s servants will have made freewill offerings to Him, will be adorned in
holiness, and will appear suddenly with youthful vigor.
Others will accompany the Messiah, willingly offering themselves to take part in His battle. But this will be no ordinary
battle. This will be righteous judgment poured out on the wicked. Hence holiness is the required adornment. As the
Israelites of old had to consecrate themselves to the Lord before going into battle, so at the consummation of the ages must
believers be holy.
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2 Peter 3:10-14
10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.
11 Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy
conversation and godliness,
12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved,
and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?
13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.
14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without
spot, and blameless.
(Psalms 110:4) The LORD has sworn And will not relent, "You are a priest forever According to the order of
Melchizedek."
"Melchizedek," literally "my king is righteousness," is one of the most mysterious figures in the Bible (cf. Gen. 14:18; Heb.
5:6, 10; 6:20; 7:1, 10, 11, 15, 17, 21).
The priesthood of Melchizedek serves as a type of the priesthood of Christ in at least
three aspects:
(1) in the person of Melchizedek, as is also the case with Christ, the offices of king and priest are combined (cf. Gen.
14:18; Heb. 7:1);
Gen. 14:18
18
And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was the priest of the most high God.
Heb. 7:1
For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most high God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the
kings, and blessed him;
(2) Melchizedek represents a man ordained by God as a priest in his own right, irrespective of genealogical credentials (cf.
Heb. 7:3), and the priesthood of Christ is similar in that He is of the tribe of Judah rather than the priestly tribe of Levi;
Hebrews 7:3
Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto the
Son of God; abideth a priest continually.
(3) the priesthood of Melchizedek both began and ended in himself, i.e., there is no evidence of any priestly lineage in
Melchizedek's family either prior to or subsequent to Melchizedek, and the same, of course, is true regarding the
priesthood of Christ. Christ is indeed a High Priest "according to the order of Melchizedek" (Heb. 6:20).
Hebrews 6:20
Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.
110:4. The LORD (Yahweh) has affirmed by oath that the Messiah will be a Priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.
The people of the Messiah will have an eternal High Priest. Melchizedek was the king of Salem (Jerusalem) and priest of the
Most High God.Years after he ruled in Jerusalem, David and his descendants ruled there.
That ancient unity of priest and king in one person will be reunited in the Messiah, a fact which necessitates the end of
the line of Aaron’s priesthood. This is precisely the point of the writer to the Hebrews, who four times said Melchizedek is a
type of Christ (Heb. 5:6; 6:20; 7:17, 21). As a Priest Jesus sacrificed Himself by His death on the cross (Heb. 7:27-28;
10:10). Not in Aaron’s line (cf. Heb. 7:11-18), He is the eternal High Priest (cf. Heb. 7:21-26, 28) of the New Covenant (cf.
Heb. 8:13; 9:15). Because He is also the promised Davidic King, both offices are united in one Person.
defeat
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(Psalms 110:5) The Lord is at Your right hand; He shall execute kings in the day of His wrath.
110:5-7. David anticipated the glorious victory of the Messiah. David’s Lord (the Messiah; cf. v. 1) is seated at God the
Father’s right hand (cf. Heb. 8:1; 10:12), the place of authority. When the Messiah-Priest comes He will defeat (crush)
kings (cf. Rev. 16:16; 19:13-15) and judge… nations (cf. Joel 3:2, 11-14).
Like Melchizedek, Christ combines the offices of priest and king and adds Messiah.
According to the New Testament Christ, accompanied by His saints, will return to judge the world and establish
His kingdom on earth.
(Psalms 110:6) He shall judge among the nations, He shall fill the places with dead bodies, He shall execute the heads of
many countries.
defeat
This will be fulfilled in the campaign of Armageddon, climaxing in the second coming of Christ
Rev. 19:15
And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod
of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.
(Psalms 110:7) He shall drink of the brook by the wayside; Therefore He shall lift up the head.
His refreshing Himself with a drink along the way figuratively pictures His renewed vigor, and His lifting up His
head speaks of His being exalted.
PSALM ONE HUNDRED ELEVEN
An Acrostic Praise Psalm
The psalmist vowed to praise the Lord in the assembly for His great and marvelous works of redemption that lead
people to fear Him. Psalm 111 praises the righteousness of the Lord.. It draws on expressions found elsewhere in the Psalms
and in Proverbs. In addition,it is an alphabetical song, or acrostic. Some ancient versions suggest that Psalm 111 was written
in the time of Haggai and Zechariah.
This Psalm is all about the greatness and graciousness of Jehovah.
An interesting feature of this Psalm is that in the Hebrew there are ten verses, the first eight having two lines each, and the
last two three lines in each.
That makes a total of twenty two lines. The first letters of these lines constitute the twenty two letters of the Hebrew
alphabet. Thus it is a song of Praise constructed as an alphabetical acrostic.
Something else to look for is that the first seven lines tell of His greatness.
The very next twelve lines proclaim His graciousness.
The last three lines declare the wisdom of those who fear (revere) Him and act like it.
How true it is that to fear Him is wisdom, and to do His will is evidence of understanding.
Giving Praise to God in the assembly for His Faithfulness and Justice
(Psalms 111:1) Praise the LORD! I will praise the LORD with my whole heart, In the assembly of the upright and in the
congregation.
The psalmist vowed to extol the LORD wholeheartedly in the council of the… assembly of the saints.
Ch. 111 In this hymn the psalmist exhorts others and resolves himself to praise the Lord (v. 1) because of His mighty
works, which manifest His power, righteousness, truth, and justice (vv. 2-9) and which lead men to fear and praise Him (v.
10).

274

(Psalms 111:2) The works of the LORD are great, Studied by all who have pleasure in them.
He said he would praise the LORD for His marvelous works and deeds that are remembered by those who enjoy them and
the benefits they bring.
(Psalms 111:3) His work is honorable and glorious, And His righteousness endures forever.
The Psalmist gives Praise for God’s marvelous works
(Psalms 111:4) He has made His wonderful works to be remembered; The LORD is gracious and full of compassion.
The psalmist now enumerated the marvels of God’s work.
The theme is announced in verse 4: the LORD has made His works memorable;
He is gracious and compassionate . In His grace the Lord has helped mankind and is therefore remembered in praise.
Psalm 145:8
The LORD is gracious, and full of compassion; slow to anger, and of great mercy.
Examples of His works are cited in the following verses.
He gives food to those who fear Him (verse 5a)
He remembers His covenant, that is, He faithfully keeps His promises: (verse 5b)
In the Conquest He gave His people the lands He promised. (Verse 6b)
God’s works… are faithful and His word is dependable (verse 7)
All His works are firmly established by His covenant so that He faithfully performs them (verse 8)
So He provided redemption for His people by His covenant (verse 9)
Because the Lord is faithful, His name is therefore holy and awesome. This means He is holy in a way that prompts
people to fear Him. (Verse 9)
(Psalms 111:5) He has given food to those who fear Him; He will ever be mindful of His covenant.
(Psalms 111:6) He has declared to His people the power of His works, In giving them the heritage of the nations.
truth
(Psalms 111:7) The works of His hands are verity and justice; All His precepts are sure.
(Psalms 111:8) They stand fast forever and ever, And are done in truth and uprightness.
(Psalms 111:9) He has sent redemption to His people; He has commanded His covenant forever: Holy and awesome is His
name.
Fear of an awesome LORD
(Psalms 111:10) The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; A good understanding have all those who do His
commandments. His praise endures forever.
The psalmist concluded that the fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom. People who follow Him and His
standards have good understanding. Worship and obedience will then be accompanied by praise that belongs to Him.
Proverbs 1:7
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.
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The "fear" enjoined upon the wise in this psalm is not a shrinking, quaking effort to flee away. A sense of the awesomeness
of God, as seen in His holiness, transcendence, and omniscience, and as viewed in the context of man's finiteness and moral
degeneracy, creates an astonishment and a humble appreciation for God's mercies.
In this motto one finds the overall theme of the book. "Wisdom" begins with a relationship to the Creator God, i.e., a "fear"
or submissive reverence to Yahweh. Man fell prey to Satan and separated himself from God when he sought the "pride
of life"
Gen. 3:6
And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to
make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.
1 John 2:16
16
For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father,
but is of the world.
And Adam by his very act of disobedience flouted the first principle for attaining wisdom, i.e., fear of God.
Proverbs 1:7
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.
The "fool" in Proverbs 1:7 is not one lacking in intelligence, but rather one who is:
Obstinate fool
Proverbs 13:16
Every prudent man dealeth with knowledge: but a fool layeth open his folly.
Proverbs 17:10
A reproof entereth more into a wise man than an hundred stripes into a fool.
Stubborn fool
Proverbs 20:3
It is an honour for a man to cease from strife: but every fool will be meddling.
Proverbs 22:15
Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of correction shall drive it far from him.
The root of the fool's foolishness is not mental but spiritual.
He begins by rejecting "the fear of the Lord" and determining to go his own way, closing his mind to God.
Whereas the simple wanders into sin, the fool plans it.
In summary we can see the following types.
First type of sinner is
The Simple
Second type of sinner is The Fool
Third type mentioned inThe Book of Proverbs is called a "scoffer"
Proverbs 9:7-8
7
He that reproveth a scorner getteth to himself shame: and he that rebuketh a wicked man getteth himself a blot.
8
Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee: rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee.
This scoffer (scorner) is the most hopeless of all. He is like a "fool" but has added to his life arrogance and active
rebellion against God, and the effects of his mischief are greater .
1 Cor 6:9
Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived:
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PSALM ONE HUNDRED TWELVE
AN ACROSTIC PSALM
This psalm enumerates some of the blessings enjoyed by a person who fears the Lord. Then it anticipates the exaltation of
the righteous and the grievous destruction of the wicked. An acrostic like psalm 111, this one contrasts the blessings of the
righteous
(vv. 1-9) and the judgment on the wicked (v. 10).
The blessing of the one who fears the Lord

(Psalms 112:1) Praise the LORD! Blessed is the man who fears the LORD, Who delights greatly in His
commandments.
This verse says that one who fears the LORD and delights in His Law is blessed On praise the LORD (halelu=-ya4h),
“Praise the LORD” translates the Hebrew halelu=-ya4h (whence the English word is . “hallelujah”), which occurs 23
times in the Psalms
(Psalms 112:2) His descendants will be mighty on earth; The generation of the upright will be blessed.
112:2-9. Five blessings that come to one who fears God are enumerated:
(1) He is blessed with physical and material prosperity because He is righteous (. 2-3).
(2) Light is given even in darkness… for the upright (v. 4). This could refer to
prosperity (in place of disaster) or
to discernment.
(3) He receives goodness in return for being generous (cf. v. 9) and just (v. 5).
4) He will be firmly established in his faith, unshakable , with no fear of what man might do to him (112:6-8).
(5) Because he gives to the poor (cf. v. 5) his horn will be lifted up, that is, he will be
made strong and
honorable by the LORD.
(Psalms 112:3) Wealth and riches will be in his house, And his righteousness endures forever.
(Psalms 112:4) Unto the upright there arises light in the darkness; He is gracious, and full of compassion, and righteous.
Vs. 112:4-9 The righteous man is a blessing to others (v. 4), generous (vv. 5, 9), and stable in adversity (vv. 6-8).
(Psalms 112:5) A good man deals graciously and lends; He will guide his affairs with discretion.
(Psalms 112:6) Surely he will never be shaken; The righteous will be in everlasting remembrance.
(Psalms 112:7) He will not be afraid of evil tidings; His heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD.
Here the fear of the Lord is related to obeying God's commands, which brings freedom from all other fears (vv. 7-8).
(Psalms 112:8) His heart is established; He will not be afraid, Until he sees his desire upon his enemies.
(Psalms 112:9) He has dispersed abroad, He has given to the poor; His righteousness endures forever; His horn will be
exalted with honor.
horn.

A symbol of strength.

(Psalms 112:10) The wicked will see it and be grieved; He will gnash his teeth and melt away; The desire of the wicked
shall perish.
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112:10. In contrast with the blessings of God-fearers, the wicked will be filled with anxiety over God’s goodness to the
righteous. The wicked, who are about to perish (waste away), will be powerless over the righteous.

PSALM ONE HUNDRED THIRTEEN
AN HALLEL PSALM
The psalmist called on all the Lord’s servants everywhere to praise God because even though He is exalted on high He
lowers Himself to exalt the oppressed.A commentarist rightly observes that this psalm is a connecting link between the song
of Hannah (1 Sam. 2:1-10) and The Magnificat of Mary (Luke 1:46-55). The psalm also describes the nature of the Lord in a
way that anticipates the keno4sis, Jesus’ emptying Himself of glory when He came to earth .
Philippians 2:7
But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was
made in the likeness of
men:
Psalms 113-118 form the Hallel, a collection of songs sung at the great festivals of Israel—Passover, Pentecost,
and Tabernacles—as well as on other holy days. At Passover, for example, Psalms 113-114 were sung before the meal,
and 115-118 after it.
The Majesty and Condescension of God
(Psalms 113:1) Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD, Praise the name of the LORD!
Notice verse 1 and verse 9 starts and ends with - Praise the LORD.
Ch. 113 Pss. 113-118, known as the Egyptian (because of Ps. 114) Hallel (meaning "praise"), are sung in connection with the
Passover, the first two before the meal and the remaining four after. This hymn calls for praise to the Lord (vv. 1-3), because
He is exalted on high (vv. 4-5), yet condescends to exalt the lowly (vv. 6-9).
These psalms were sung on the great feast days, but especially at Passover. Psalms 113 and 114 were sung before the meal;
115-118 were chanted at the close. When Christ instituted the Lord's Supper with His disciples (in the context of the Feast of
the Passover), the Scriptures make mention of the singing of a hymn at the close of the meal (cf. Matt. 26:30; Mark
14:26). In all probability they sang one of these "hallel" psalms
Matthew 26:30
And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives.
Mark 14:26
And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives.
(Psalms 113:2) Blessed be the name of the LORD From this time forth and forevermore!
113:1-3. The psalm begins and ends with the words Praise the LORD (halelu=-ya4h.) The psalmist summoned the servants of
the LORD to praise His name, for it is worthy of praise at all times. The name of the LORD (His revealed attributes) deserves
praise in all the world—from east to west.
(Psalms 113:3) From the rising of the sun to its going down The Lord's name is to be praised.
(Psalms 113:4) The LORD is high above all nations, His glory above the heavens.
113:4-5. He is incomparable—no one is like Him for He sits enthroned on high.
(Psalms 113:5) Who is like the LORD our God, Who dwells on high,
(Psalms 113:6) Who humbles Himself to behold The things that are in the heavens and in the earth?
Vs. 113:6-9 Two examples of God's graciousness are His concern for the poor (v. 7) and the barren woman (v. 9).
(Psalms 113:7) He raises the poor out of the dust, And lifts the needy out of the ash heap,
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113:6-9. God’s greatness (vv. 4-5) is not something He clings to; rather, He comes down to see what is in the heavens
and on the earth. He condescends to intervene graciously in human affairs.
(Psalms 113:8) That He may seat him with princes; With the princes of His people.
(Psalms 113:9) He grants the barren woman a home, Like a joyful mother of children. Praise the LORD!
The other example is that of the barren woman who becomes a happy mother. In Israel’s history several barren women
were given children (e.g., Sarah, Rachel, Hannah). To the Israelites, this was a mark of God’s gracious blessing.
The point of the psalm is that God by His grace does marvelous and mighty deeds for those in need and distress. That is
why He is worthy of praise. The psalm concludes with the admonition to worship, Praise the LORD (halelu=-ya4h;). See verse
1
. In the New Testament the truth takes on a spiritual significance, for those who trust in the Lord are given an inheritance in
the heavenlies, through the grace of God
PSALM ONE HUNDRED FOURTEEN
AN HALLEL (PRAISE) PSALM
This psalm celebrates the deliverance of God’s people at the Exodus—a fitting song to be sung at Passover which was
instituted at that time (Ex. 12). The psalmist recalled how the sea fled and the mountains trembled when Israel escaped from
Egypt. In a bold poetic stroke, he interrogated the mountains and the sea concerning their reaction, and then called on the
earth to tremble at the presence of the Lord who brought water from the rock.
A particularly appropriate psalm for Passover to remind the people of God's miracles when they came forth from Egypt.
The Power of God in His Deliverance of Israel
(Psalms 114:1) When Israel went out of Egypt, The house of Jacob from a people of strange language,
This brief hymn commemorating God's mighty deeds in the Exodus may be divided as follows: the rehearsal of the facts (vv.
1-4),
the interrogation of the (personified) waters and hills (vv. 5-6),
the exhortation to the earth to tremble before the Lord of such wonders (vv. 7-8).
(Psalms 114:2) Judah became His sanctuary, And Israel His dominion.
114:1-4. The psalmist recalled the mighty power of God that was displayed in Israel’s past history. He announced that
when God brought them out of Egypt… Judah became His sanctuary, which meant that Judah became the tribe in which He
placed the temple. When He brought them out of Egypt and into Canaan, the Red Sea and the Jordan River turned back and
the mountains skipped like rams and lambs, that is, they quaked.
(Psalms 114:3) The sea saw it and fled; Jordan turned back.
The sea and the Jordan, the mountains and the hills, all appear as frightened animals before the awesome presence of the
Lord, who is not mentioned until v. 7.
(Psalms 114:4) The mountains skipped like rams, The little hills like lambs.
114:5-6. The psalmist interrogated the sea and the mountains, challenging them to explain why they reacted to the Lord as
they did (cf. vv. 3-4).
Notice the 4 questions in verses 5 and 6.
(Psalms 114:5) What ails you, O sea, that you fled? O Jordan, that you turned back?
The sea and mountains are questioned directly to force them to acknowledge their Creator's power.
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(Psalms 114:6) O mountains, that you skipped like rams? O little hills, like lambs?
This bold personification was designed to say that all Creation recognized and obeyed the Creator’s will. The Lord’s
presence in the Old and New Testaments is frequently evidenced by His display of power.
(Psalms 114:7) Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, At the presence of the God of Jacob,

The psalmist, instead of answering his question in verses 5-6, instructed the earth to continue to tremble before the
Lord. The reason is that the Lord had turned the rock, a dry solid, into… water, beneficial to His people. Fear and trembling
should always be the response to God’s presence and awesome power.
(Psalms 114:8) Who turned the rock into a pool of water, The flint into a fountain of waters.
PSALM ONE HUNDRED FIFTEEN
An Hallel and Congregational Psalm
The psalmist called on the Lord to vindicate His honor among the nations. After demonstrating God’s sovereignty and
voicing contempt against pagan idols, he invited all to trust in the Lord for He would bless them abundantly.
This psalm may have been written at a time when the nation was humiliated by idolaters. The psalm instructs people to
trust in the Lord, not in worthless idols.
The Futility of Idols and the Trustworthiness of God
(Psalms 115:1) Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, But to Your name give glory, Because of Your mercy, Because of Your
truth.
The psalm consists of a contrast (between the sovereign God and impotent idols, vv. 1-8), a call (to trust God, vv. 9-11),
a confidence (in God's blessings, vv. 12-16),
and a chorus (of praise, vv. 17-18).
(Psalms 115:2) Why should the Gentiles say, "So where is their God?"
115:1-2. Acknowledging the unworthiness of the people in contrast with God’s glory… love, and faithfulness, the
psalmist asked the LORD to vindicate the worthiness of His great name. There was no reason that the idolaters of the nations
should taunt believers with their question, Where is their God?
(Psalms 115:3) But our God is in heaven; He does whatever He pleases.
115:3-8. In verse 3 the psalmist declared his theme: God is sovereign. He alone is in heaven, and He does whatever He
desires; (Job 23:13). The significance of this is seen in contrast with the pagans’ idols. Made of metal, they are only the
works of men’s hands (Ps. 115:4) so they are totally impotent. Though idols have mouths… eyes… ears… noses… hands…
feet, and throats, they cannot speak… see… hear… smell… feel… walk, or talk . People who construct idols and those
who trust in them become like them—powerless before the Lord God.
Job 23:13
But he is in one mind, and who can turn him? and what his soul desireth, even that he doeth.
(Psalms 115:4) Their idols are silver and gold, The work of men's hands.
Psalms 115:4: (vv. 4-8) These verses, sheer sarcasm on the utter impotence of idols, affirm the biblical principle that a man
becomes like the god he worships. This passage is reproduced in part in Rev. 9:20.
Revelation 9:20
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And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they should
not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor
walk:
(Psalms 115:5) They have mouths, but they do not speak; Eyes they have, but they do not see;
(Psalms 115:6) They have ears, but they do not hear; Noses they have, but they do not smell;
(Psalms 115:7) They have hands, but they do not handle; Feet they have, but they do not walk; Nor do they mutter through
their throat.
(Psalms 115:8) Those who make them are like them; So is everyone who trusts in them.
(Psalms 115:9) O Israel, trust in the LORD; He is their help and their shield.
115:9-11. The psalmist exhorted Israel to trust in the LORD, not in idols, for only He can protect them—as their Help and
Shield. Everyone in Israel—including priests (house of Aaron) and other worshipers (those who fear Him;)—should trust in
Him.
Priests
(Psalms 115:10) O house of Aaron, trust in the LORD; He is their help and their shield.
Congregation
(Psalms 115:11) You who fear the LORD, trust in the LORD; He is their help and their shield.
(Psalms 115:12) The LORD has been mindful of us; He will bless us; He will bless the house of Israel; He will bless the
house of Aaron.
115:12-15. God’s people are encouraged to trust the living God because He will bless them all (vv. 12-13) including
priests and other worshipers. The psalmist then prayed for blessings on the people and their children by God. The title Maker
of heaven and earth points to His sovereign work in Creation.

(Psalms 115:13) He will bless those who fear the LORD, Both small and great.
(Psalms 115:14) May the LORD give you increase more and more, You and your children.
God’s people are encouraged to trust the living God because He will bless them all (vv. 12-13) including priests and other
worshipers . The psalmist also prayed for blessings on the people and their children by God.
(Psalms 115:15) May you be blessed by the LORD, Who made heaven and earth.
The title Maker of heaven and earth points to His sovereign work in Creation (this title is also used of God in
Psalms 146:6
Which made heaven, and earth, the sea, and all that therein is: which keepeth truth for ever:
(Psalms 115:16) The heaven, even the heavens, are the Lord's; But the earth He has given to the children of men.
The psalmist concluded this psalm by extolling the LORD. Unlike the idols He owns the highest heavens and has given the
earth… to man
(Psalms 115:17) The dead do not praise the LORD, Nor any who go down into silence.
This verse is not to be construed to mean that death is the cessation of being; rather, physical death simply marks the
termination of all earthly activity.
Since the dead do not… praise, the psalmist and his fellow believers praised Him.
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(Psalms 115:18) But we will bless the LORD From this time forth and forevermore. Praise the LORD!
He was confident that God would deliver them from their idolatrous enemies, so that they could continue to praise Him
then and forevermore.
The psalm ends with Praise the LORD (halelu=-ya4h;
PSALM ONE HUNDRED SIXTEEN
AN HALLEL PSALM
The psalmist recalled how the Lord delivered him from certain death and enabled him to have a prolonged life of
service. Because of this he vowed to acknowledge the Lord in the temple. If Psalm 115 is a congregational song, Psalm 116
is a personal song of thanksgiving for deliverance from imminent death.
Thanksgiving for Deliverance from Death
(Psalms 116:1) I love the LORD, because He has heard My voice and my supplications.
In this song of personal thanksgiving, the psalmist reiterates his love for the Lord (vv. 1-2), rehearses his past distress (vv. 34), reports and reflects on his deliverance (vv. 5-11), and resolves anew to praise the Lord for deliverance (vv. 12-19).
(Psalms 116:2) Because He has inclined His ear to me, Therefore I will call upon Him as long as I live.
The beginning of this psalm is a unique expression of love for the LORD, an expression that came from someone delivered by
Him. Because of this, the psalmist resolved to call on Him as long as he lived.
grave
(Psalms 116:3) The pains of death surrounded me, And the pangs of Sheol laid hold of me; I found trouble and sorrow.
As a means of instructing others, the psalmist testified to his deliverance by the Lord (vv. 3-11). He recalled how he was
in peril of death (v. 3). His words dramatically depict that he was hunted by death and the grave. He had almost died.
So severe was the psalmist's trouble that it was likely to result in his death.
(Psalms 116:4) Then I called upon the name of the LORD: "O LORD, I implore You, deliver my soul!"
116:4-6. Then the psalmist cried to the LORD to save him. The deliverance he experienced prompted him to instruct the
congregation about the LORD. God is gracious and compassionate, protecting and saving those in great need, including the
psalmist.
(Psalms 116:5) Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; Yes, our God is merciful.
(Psalms 116:6) The LORD preserves the simple; I was brought low, and He saved me.
the simple. Those whose lack of wisdom and experience exposes them to danger.
(Psalms 116:7) Return to your rest, O my soul, For the LORD has dealt bountifully with you.
116:7-11. He then drew lessons from his experience for others to follow.
First, believers can return and rest because God delivers from death (vv. 7-8). The psalmist’s suffering and anxiety had
been removed so that he could lead a peaceful and tranquil life of service.
(Psalms 116:8) For You have delivered my soul from death, My eyes from tears, And my feet from falling.
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(Psalms 116:9) I will walk before the LORD In the land of the living.
Second, God delivers those in need so that they may live obediently before Him (v. 9).
(Psalms 116:10) I believed, therefore I spoke, "I am greatly afflicted."
Third, God is the only One who is completely trustworthy (vv. 10-11). The words I believed refer to verse 9b, that is, he
believed that he would live. This was his confidence, even though he was greatly afflicted, and felt that he had been deceived
by all (who apparently had said he would not be delivered). Faced with certain death, he knew that God was trustworthy, so
he cried out to Him.
(Psalms 116:11) I said in my haste, "All men are liars."
(Psalms 116:12) What shall I render to the LORD For all His benefits toward me?
116:12-14. The writer, asking what he could give the LORD in repayment for His goodness, vowed to praise Him in the
congregation.
(Psalms 116:13) I will take up the cup of salvation, And call upon the name of the LORD.
I shall lift up the cup of salvation. Perhaps an allusion to the drink offering offered in gratitude for salvation.
It has been suggested that the cup refers to the part of the sacrifice he would give for having been given salvation
(deliverance). This is probably correct; otherwise, the expression would be completely figurative, that is, he would praise (lift
up) God for his lot (his “cup”) which was “salvation.”
(Psalms 116:14) I will pay my vows to the LORD Now in the presence of all His people.
In either case he would praise God, which was a paying of vows . Others would hear him and be edified, which is one of the
purposes of public praise.
(Psalms 116:15) Precious in the sight of the LORD Is the death of His saints.
The death of His saints is of concern to the Lord. Precious means "to carefully watch over." It may also include the idea that
the death of His people is a costly matter to Him.
Psalms 116:15: This is one of the most beautiful verses in the Bible on the death of God's child.
physical death Technically speaking,,is the separation of the soul from the body and is to be distinguished from both
spiritual death, i.e., the separation of the soul from God here in this life.
Eph. 2:1
And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;
the second death, i.e., the ultimate banishment from God and the final misery of the wicked in hell.
Rev. 2:11
He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second
death.
Rev. 20:14
And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.
For the child of God, physical death becomes the entrance into the larger and more abundant life. At the time of physical
death the body of the believer is carried to the cemetery to await the bodily resurrection of Christians, which occurs at the
time of the Rapture .
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1 Corinthians 15:52
In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed.
1 Thessalonians 4:15-17
15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall
not prevent them which are asleep.
16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God:
and the dead in Christ shall rise first:
17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and
so shall we ever be with the Lord.
Also at physical death, the soul of the believer goes to be with the Lord in Paradise (“Abraham’s Bosom)
Luke 16:22
And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and
was buried;
Luke 23:43
And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.
Christ, at the time of the rapture, will bring with Him the soul of the believer for a reuniting with his body .
1 Thessalonians 4:14
For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.
The time period between physical death and the bodily resurrection is known as the intermediate state, a state much to be
preferred to life upon the earth, as far as the Christian is concerned .
2 Corinthians 5:8
We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.
Philippians 1:23
For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better:
The Scriptures avow that even though the righteous do not receive their eternal, glorified bodies at the time of death,
departed believers are truly alive and conscious in a state of blessedness (cf. Matt 22:32; Luke 16:25; 23:43; 1 Thess 5:10;
Rev 6:9-11; 14:13).
Matthew 22:32
I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.
Revelation 14:13
And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea,
saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them.
(Psalms 116:16) O LORD, truly I am Your servant; I am Your servant, the son of Your maidservant; You have loosed my
bonds.
116:15-19. The psalmist, knowing that the LORD cares intensely about the death of His saints, acknowledged that he was
a servant (vv. 15-16) of the LORD and would praise Him publicly (vv. 17-19). The death of a saint is not something the LORD
considers as cheap; He does not let His people die for no reason. Here the deliverance of a saint from the brink of death (vv.
3, 8) resounded to God’s praise and the edification of saints for ages to come.
(Psalms 116:17) I will offer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving, And will call upon the name of the LORD.
(Psalms 116:18) I will pay my vows to the LORD Now in the presence of all His people,
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I will pay my vows: These words are evidently the concluding words of the psalmist, declaring his intention to make
good on his promise to bring his offering of praise to the temple court.
(Psalms 116:19) In the courts of the Lord's house, In the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Praise the LORD!
In the courts - in our own fellowship churches
in the midst - in our community
The psalm ends with Praise the LORD (halelu=-ya4h;
PSALM ONE HUNDRED SEVENTEEN
An Hallel Psalm
This psalm has the dual distinction of being both the shortest chapter in the Bible and also the middle chapter of the
Bible. It is an invitation to people of every nation to praise the Lord for His loyal love and faithfulness. .
Let All Peoples Praise the LORD
(Psalms 117:1) Praise the LORD, all you Gentiles! Laud Him, all you peoples!
117:1. The psalmist called on the nations to praise the LORD, and on peoples everywhere to laud Him.
Psalms 113-118 are known as "hallel" (lit. "praise") psalms, being designated in the Talmud as the "Hallel of Egypt" . These
psalms were sung on the great feast days, but especially at Passover. Psalms 113 and 114 were sung before the meal;
115-118 were chanted at the close. When Christ instituted the Lord's Supper with His disciples (in the context of the Feast of
the Passover), the Scriptures make mention of the singing of a hymn at the close of the meal (cf. Matt. 26:30; Mark 14:26).
In all probability they sang one of these "hallel" psalms
This verse is quoted in Rom. 15:11.
And again, Praise the Lord, all ye Gentiles; and laud him, all ye people.
(Psalms 117:2) For His merciful kindness is great toward us, And the truth of the LORD endures forever. Praise the
LORD!
117:2. The attributes of the LORD are the cause for praise. His love (h[esed{) is His covenant loyalty for His people, which
is great.
This word h[esed{ is often accompanied by the word )emet{, “truth” or faithfulness (cf. 108:4; 115:1; 138:2). Because the
Lord’s word is reliable, He is faithful. This term strengthens the concept of His covenant loyalty.
The psalm ends with the familiar words Praise the LORD (halelu=-ya4h)
Mark 14:26
And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives.
a hymn. This would have been a portion of Pss. 115-118, traditionally sung at this season.
In ancient Israel there were seven religious festivals especially ordained by God (cf. Ex. 23:14-19):
(1) the Passover
(2) the Feast of Unleavened Bread
(3) the Feast of Firstfruits
(4) the Feast of Weeks (Pentecost
(5) the Feast of Trumpets
(6) the Day of Atonement and
(7) the Feast of Tabernacles (Booths or Ingathering,).
Israel was unique in that her holy celebrations were divinely established by God Himself. They were practical in nature, in
that they brought the Israelites together for rest, worship, praise, and thanksgiving; and prophetic in nature, in that they were
a "shadow". of God's divine plan of redemption.
Colossians 2:17
Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.

285

Bible Trivia
Did you know that?
Psalm 118 is the middle chapter of the entire Bible?
Psalm 117, before Psalm 118 is the shortest chapter?
Psalm 119, after Psalm 118 is the longest?
The Bible has 594 chapters before & after Psalm 118.
If you add up all the chapters except Psalm 118,
You will get a total of 1188 chapters?
1188 or Psalm 118 verse 8 is the middle verse of the entire Bible?
This verse has an important message for us.
Psalms 118:8
It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man.
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PSALM ONE HUNDRED EIGHTEEN
An Hallel and Messianic Psalm
This psalm completes the group of Hallel songs (Psalms 113-118).
Possibly Psalm 118 was written for the Feast of Tabernacles, perhaps even the first celebration of that Feast when the
people returned from the Exile. The contents certainly suggest that God, in reestablishing His nation, triumphed over the
nations and their plans. At least it can be said that the contents describe a holiday procession to the sanctuary to sacrifice to
and praise the Lord. Because the song was sung at the festivals, expressions in the psalm were on the lips of the people
at Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem at the beginning of the Passion Week .
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Matthew 21:9
And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is he that
cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest.
See Verse 118:26 to compare Matthew 21:9
Also this psalm may have been sung in the Upper Room after the Lord’s Supper
Matthew 26:30
And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives.
This psalm in its Old Testament setting, however, was a song for praising the Lord’s loyal love. The psalmist recounted
how the Lord triumphed over all the nations surrounding Israel. Then he exulted in the fact that their salvation was God’s
marvelous work and that the stone which the builders rejected had become the prominent part of God’s work.
Jesus fulfilled the office of Servant - Priest - King.
Praise to God for His Everlasting Mercy
(Psalms 118:1) Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever.
This is the sixth and last "hallel" psalm . Christ probably sang this messianic hymn with His disciples the night
before His death .
Mark 14:26
And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives.
In this song of personal thanksgiving, the psalmist reiterates his love for the Lord (vv. 1-2), rehearses his past distress (vv. 34), reports and reflects on his deliverance (vv. 5-11), and resolves anew to praise the Lord for deliverance (vv. 12-19).
(Psalms 118:2) Let Israel now say, "His mercy endures forever."
In response to the call to acknowledge the Lord’s goodness to the nation Israel, the priests (the house of Aaron), and all
the worshipers (those who fear the LORD) declared that His loyal love is everlasting. Vereses 2 to 4 suggest that the words
were spoken antiphonally, in which the psalmist called for praise, and the people answered with it.
(Psalms 118:3) Let the house of Aaron now say, "His mercy endures forever."
2 Chr 7:3
And when all the children of Israel saw how the fire came down, and the glory of the LORD upon the house, they bowed
themselves with their faces to the ground upon the pavement, and worshipped, and praised the LORD, saying, For he is
good; for his mercy endureth for ever.
(Psalms 118:4) Let those who fear the LORD now say, "His mercy endures forever."
Deuteronomy 30:10,16
10
If thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to keep his commandments and his statutes which are
written in this book of the law, and if thou turn unto the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul.
16
In that I command thee this day to love the LORD thy God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his commandments
and his statutes and his judgments, that thou mayest live and multiply: and the LORD thy God shall bless thee in the land
whither thou goest to possess it.
(Psalms 118:5) I called on the LORD in distress; The LORD answered me and set me in a broad place.
In summary fashion the psalmist announced that the LORD delivered him from distress.
(Psalms 118:6) The LORD is on my side; I will not fear. What can man do to me?
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On the basis of this he reminded the people , that since the LORD was with him, he need not fear what others might do to
him .
Hebrews 13:6
So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.
(Psalms 118:7) The LORD is for me among those who help me; Therefore I shall see my desire on those who hate me.
And because the LORD was his Helper he could be sure of triumph. Therefore the people too could be sure that it is
better to turn to the LORD than to trust in human resources.
Psalm 27:9
Hide not thy face far from me; put not thy servant away in anger: thou hast been my help; leave me not, neither forsake me,
O God of my salvation.
(Psalms 118:8) It is better to trust in the LORD Than to put confidence in man.
In the N.T., "faith" and "believe" are words which express the same characteristic as the Hebrew expression in the O.T.
here rendered trust. It occurs 152 times in the O.T., variously translated to trust.
Psalm 28:7
The LORD is my strength and my shield; my heart trusted in him, and I am helped: therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth;
and with my song will I praise him.
Psalm 22:8
He trusted on the LORD that he would deliver him: let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him.
Psalm 56:3
What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee.
(Psalms 118:9) It is better to trust in the LORD Than to put confidence in princes.
(Psalms 118:10) All nations surrounded me, But in the name of the LORD I will destroy them.
The psalmist then delineated how the LORD gave him confidence in the midst of his enemies. Surrounded by enemies
who tried to destroy him, he was able to triumph. The threefold refrain in verses 10 to 12 in the name of the LORD REFERS
TO HIS VICTORY OVER THE NATIONS.
(Psalms 118:11) They surrounded me, Yes, they surrounded me; But in the name of the LORD I will destroy them.
(Psalms 118:12) They surrounded me like bees; They were quenched like a fire of thorns; For in the name of the LORD I
will destroy them.
(Psalms 118:13) You pushed me violently, that I might fall, But the LORD helped me.
(Psalms 118:14) The LORD is my strength and song, And He has become my salvation.
Verses 14 to 21 speak of the effect of the psalmist’s triumph. He joyfully praised the LORD as his Strength, Song (i.e.,
his Source of joy), and his Salvation.
(Psalms 118:15) The voice of rejoicing and salvation Is in the tents of the righteous; The right hand of the LORD does
valiantly.
God’s right hand speaks of His strength. Because of this the psalmist declared that he would live and would enter the gates
of righteousness and give thanks to God. The references to the gates and to praising suggest that the psalmist was
anticipating joining the congregation in the sanctuary to praise the LORD for His great salvation (deliverance).
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(Psalms 118:16) The right hand of the LORD is exalted; The right hand of the LORD does valiantly.
(Psalms 118:17) I shall not die, but live, And declare the works of the LORD.
(Psalms 118:18) The LORD has chastened me severely, But He has not given me over to death.
(Psalms 118:19) Open to me the gates of righteousness; I will go through them, And I will praise the LORD.
(Psalms 118:20) This is the gate of the LORD, Through which the righteous shall enter.
(Psalms 118:21) I will praise You, For You have answered me, And have become my salvation.
Perhaps Psalm 118 anticipated the time when the Stone, Jesus, would turn to the nations who would receive Him (cf. John
1:12). If so, His triumph is in a sense different from its meaning when it was historically recorded in Israel. For the psalmist,
Psalm 118:25-29 spoke of the procession coming to the temple to worship, and the one coming “in the name of the LORD”
was the worshiper. At the altar the worshiper would give… thanks (cf. vv. 19, 21) and acknowledge the LORD God for His
goodness and loyal love. In Jesus’ Triumphal Entry this psalm, sung by the people as they moved in the procession to the
temple, was most appropriate as He entered Jerusalem to begin His work of salvation for those who would believe.
Messianic
(Psalms 118:22) The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone.
This familiar messianic passage is quoted in full or in part no fewer than six times in the N.T. It refers to the rejection of
Christ by His own people.
Matthew 21:42
Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the
head of the corner: this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes?
Mark 12:10-11
And have ye not read this scripture; The stone which the builders rejected is become the head of the corner:
This was the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes?
Luke 20:17
And he beheld them, and said, What is this then that is written, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become
the head of the corner?
Acts 4:11
This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of the corner.
1 Peter 2:7
Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders
disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner,
Ephesians 2:20
And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;
Messianic
(Psalms 118:23) This was the Lord's doing; It is marvelous in our eyes.
(Psalms 118:24) This is the day the LORD has made; We will rejoice and be glad in it.
118:22-24. The psalmist explained that the LORD had taken the stone that the builders rejected and had marvelously
made it the capstone of the nation. Therefore the people should rejoice. In those days great empires easily set up and
removed kings. Perhaps those great nations discounted Israel as a nation. Yet the Lord took that “stone” and made it “the
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capstone” of His rule on earth. The image of the stone may have suggested itself from the temple construction work going
on in the postexilic community.
The psalmist, perhaps the congregation’s leader, may have thought of his king as the stone, for in Israel kings often
represented the nation. Certainly in Jesus’ Parable of the Landowner and the Tenants (Matt. 21:33-44) He applied the psalm
in that way. Jesus is the Stone and the Jewish leaders, the builders of the nation, had rejected Him. But God made Him the
Capstone.Thus the kingdom would be taken from them and given to others. The fact that this psalm was probably popular at
the Passover festival made Jesus’ use of it in His parable teaching all the more forceful.
Messianic
(Psalms 118:25) Save now, I pray, O LORD; O LORD, I pray, send now prosperity.
At His triumphal entry into Jerusalem, Jesus received the praises of the people, who shouted these verses as being prophetic
of the Messiah
"Save now, I pray, O Lord" is hoshi`ah na^ (Hebrew.), or "Hosanna."
Mark 11:9-10
9
And they that went before, and they that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna; Blessed is he that cometh in the name of
the Lord:
10
Blessed be the kingdom of our father David, that cometh in the name of the Lord: Hosanna in the highest.
John 12:13
13
Took branches of palm trees, and went forth to meet him, and cried, Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel that
cometh in the name of the Lord.
Messianic
(Psalms 118:26) Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD! We have blessed you from the house of the LORD.
Luke 13:35
Behold, your house is left unto you desolate: and verily I say unto you, Ye shall not see me, until the time come when ye
shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Matt. 21:9
9
And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is he
that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest.
The psalmist prayed then for his people’s salvation and prosperity. The words save us (v. 25) and Blessed is He who
comes in the name of the LORD (v. 26) were proclaimed at Jesus’ Triumphal Entry.
El (the God like one)
YHWH Jehovah, the one true God
(Psalms 118:27) God is the LORD, And He has given us light; Bind the sacrifice with cords to the horns of the altar.
Cords has the Hebrew word “ ab-oth “ which means a thick bough or foliage
The people believed that Jesus was the Coming Savior. In fact the phrase with boughs in hand (Ps. 118:27) may have
prompted their putting the branches down for Jesus
Matt. 21:8
And a very great multitude spread their garments in the way; others cut down
branches from the trees, and
strawed them in the way.
The second half of Psalm 118:27 which is difficult to interpret in the Hebrew, refers to the custom at the Feast of
Tabernacles of waving branches before the Lord. Then later, when the psalm was used in all the feasts, this part of verse
27 became simply an expression in the hymn without boughs literally being in people’s hands.
But the people in Jesus’ day knew that He claimed to be the Messiah, and that this psalm spoke of the Coming One. So
they appropriated its message for the occasion. Fittingly Jesus identified Himself as the Stone who would bring salvation to
those who prayed to Him, “Save us.”
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Because the psalm is typically prophetic of the Messiah, the earlier references to “cut off” (vv. 10-12) may also have a
higher significance in relation to the work of Christ. In the Old Testament, circumcision was the means by which a male
Israelite was identified with the covenant, but circumcision came to signify “inner circumcision” belief that set one apart to
God. Paul wrote that a true Jew is one whose heart is circumcised.
Deuteronomy 30:6
And the LORD thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love
the LORD thy God with
all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live.
Romans 2:29
But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the
spirit, and not in the letter; whose
praise is not of men, but of God.
(Psalms 118:28) You are my God, and I will praise You; You are my God, I will exalt You.
(Psalms 118:29) Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever.

In ancient Israel there were seven religious festivals especially ordained by God as revealed in scripture in Exodus 23:1419.
(1) the Passover
(2) the Feast of Unleavened Bread
(3) the Feast of Firstfruits
(4) the Feast of Weeks (Pentecost)
(5) the Feast of Trumpets
(6) the Day of Atonement
(7) the Feast of Tabernacles (Booths or Ingathering)
Israel was unique in that her holy celebrations were divinely established by God Himself. They were practical in nature, in
that they brought the Israelites together for rest, worship, praise, and thanksgiving; and prophetic in nature, in that they were
a "shadow" of God's divine plan of redemption.
Col. 2:17
Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.
PSALM ONE HUNDRED NINETEEN
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An Acrostic and Wisdom Psalm
The psalmist was persecuted by men of rank and authority, who ridiculed his beliefs, seeking to put him to shame and
make him give up his faith. But he strengthened himself by meditating on the Word of the Lord, which to him was his
comfort, his prized possession, his rule of life, and his resource for strength—all of which drove him to desire it even more.
The psalm conveys the thought that the Word of God contains everything man needs to know. Except for verses 1-3 and
115, it is addressed to the Lord.
This is the longest psalm, as well as the longest chapter of the Bible. It is also a classic example of the acrostic poem.
The 176 verses of the psalm are divided into 22 stanzas, corresponding to the number of letters in the Hebrew alphabet.
Similar acrostics are found in Prov 31:10 - 31; Lam 1 - 4.
This wisdom psalm is written in an acrostic (alphabetical) arrangement. In each paragraph (strophe) of eight
verses each line begins with the same letter of the Hebrew alphabet. (The 22 strophes (paragraphs) correspond to the 22
Hebrew letters of the alphabet.)
So verses 1-8 each begin with the first Hebrew letter,(Aleph) verses 9-16 each begin with the second letter, (Beth)
and so on.
The psalm is largely a collection of prayers and meditations on the Word of God, referred to by 6 synonyms.
(Meaning a word with the same meaning)
This Psalm, born of love for the law of God, extols the beauties and excellences of the written Word of God in a way found
nowhere else in the Bible.
God's Word is treated under these designations:
(1) law, v. 1; "Law" is primarily instruction or teaching, legal pronouncements, rules of divine administration, then all of
God's revelation for life.
(2) statutes, v. 2; "Statutes" indicate God's own declarations concerning His nature and purpose.
(3) precepts, v. 4; "Precepts" relate to man's moral obligations as enjoined by God.
(4) decrees, v. 5; "Decrees" refer elsewhere to civil and religious appointments of the Mosaic law.
(5) commands, v. 6; and "Commands" are authoritative orders used as religious principles.
(6) word(s), v. 11. "Word" is speech or utterance, a general word for the disclosure of God's will.
The shades of meaning in the words employed are as follows: The word "way" is used as a synonym for all of these terms.
The psalmist often spoke of several responses he had toward God and His Word:
“delight” (Ps. 119:16, 24, 35, 47, 70, 77, 92, 143, 174),
“love” (vv. 47-48, 97, 113, 119, 127, 132, 159, 163, 165, 167),
“obey” (vv. 8, 17, 34, 44, 56-57, 60, 67, 88, 100-101, 129, 134, 145, 158, 167-168;
“obeyed” in vv. 4, 136 and
“obeying” in v. 5),
“meditate” (vv. 15, 23, 27, 48, 78, 97, 99, 148), and
“rejoice” (vv. 14, 74, 162). He also wrote that he wanted God and His Word to
“renew” him (vv. 25, 37, 40, 107, 149, 154, 156; cf. vv. 50, 93) and
“preserve” him (vv. 88, 159).
Twelve times the psalmist referred to himself as God’s servant (vv. 17, 23, 38, 49, 65,
176).

76, 84, 124-125, 135, 140,
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Meditations on the Excellencies of the Word of God
The Blessings of Obedience
ALEPH
(Psalms 119:1) Blessed are the undefiled in the way, Who walk in the law of the LORD!
119:1-8. The psalmist delighted in the fact that those who walk in wholehearted obedience to the Law are blessed (vv. 13). This prompted him to wish that he were more obedient in view of God’s commands to follow His laws (vv. 4-6). So the
psalmist vowed to give thanks as he learned more about God’s statutes (vv. 7-8).
(Psalms 119:2) Blessed are those who keep His testimonies, Who seek Him with the whole heart!
(Psalms 119:3) They also do no iniquity; They walk in His ways.
(Psalms 119:4) You have commanded us To keep Your precepts diligently.
(Psalms 119:5) Oh, that my ways were directed To keep Your statutes!
Because those who obey the Lord are blessed, the psalmist prays that he would be even more obedient (v. 5).
(Psalms 119:6) Then I would not be ashamed, When I look into all Your commandments.
(Psalms 119:7) I will praise You with uprightness of heart, When I learn Your righteous judgments.
(Psalms 119:8) I will keep Your statutes; Oh, do not forsake me utterly!
The Cleansing by God’s Word
BETH
(Psalms 119:9) How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to Your word.
119:9-16. The psalmist declared that a person cleanses his way (conduct) by obeying God’s Word (v. 9). The psalmist
testified that he had internalized and rejoiced in God’s Word so that he might be morally pure (vv. 10-14). He continually
meditated in the Law (vv. 15-16).
(Psalms 119:10) With my whole heart I have sought You; Oh, let me not wander from Your commandments!
A thirst to appropriate the Word cleanses us.
(Psalms 119:11) Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin against You!
A believer must store up, i.e., as one would safeguard a precious object, the Word of God in his heart that he might be
strong in the hour of temptation .
(Psalms 119:12) Blessed are You, O LORD! Teach me Your statutes!
(Psalms 119:13) With my lips I have declared All the judgments of Your mouth.
(Psalms 119:14) I have rejoiced in the way of Your testimonies, As much as in all riches.
(Psalms 119:15) I will meditate on Your precepts, And contemplate Your ways.
(Psalms 119:16) I will delight myself in Your statutes; I will not forget Your word.
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The Appreciation of God’s Word
GIMEL
(Psalms 119:17) Deal bountifully with Your servant, That I may live and keep Your word.
(Psalms 119:18) Open my eyes, that I may see Wondrous things from Your law.
The psalmist asked God to open his eyes so that he could see the marvelous blessings of God in the Word
(Psalms 119:19) I am a stranger in the earth; Do not hide Your commandments from me.
(Psalms 119:20) My soul breaks with longing For Your judgments at all times.
He hungered for the Word
(Psalms 119:21) You rebuke the proud; the cursed, Who stray from Your commandments.
(Psalms 119:22) Remove from me reproach and contempt, For I have kept Your testimonies.
Because God curses the wicked who disobey Him, he prayed that the Lord would remove those who reproached him.
(Psalms 119:23) Princes also sit and speak against me, But Your servant meditates on Your statutes.
Frequently in this psalm he referred to the wicked and those who oppressed him
(Psalms 119:24) Your testimonies also are my delight And my counselors.
In contrast with them, he meditated on and delighted in God’s Law
The Prayer for Understanding
DALETH
(Psalms 119:25) My soul clings to the dust; Revive me according to Your word.
The psalmist prayed for quickening since he was laid low .
(Psalms 119:26) I have declared my ways, and You answered me; Teach me Your statutes.
(Psalms 119:27) Make me understand the way of Your precepts; So shall I meditate on Your wondrous works.
(Psalms 119:28) My soul melts from heaviness; Strengthen me according to Your word.
He then asked God for understanding, strengthening, and keeping .
(Psalms 119:29) Remove from me the way of lying, And grant me Your law graciously.
(Psalms 119:30) I have chosen the way of truth; Your judgments I have laid before me.
When God gave him understanding, he would comply because he treasured the Law .
(Psalms 119:31) I cling to Your testimonies; O LORD, do not put me to shame!
In whatever state the psalmist finds himself, he will cleave (v. 31) to God's testimonies.
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(Psalms 119:32) I will run the course of Your commandments, For You shall enlarge my heart.
The Loyalty to God’s Word
HE
(Psalms 119:33) Teach me, O LORD, the way of Your statutes, And I shall keep it to the end.
The psalmist declared his loyalty to the Word, which he observed with his whole heart.
(Psalms 119:34) Give me understanding, and I shall keep Your law; Indeed, I shall observe it with my whole heart.
Being in God’s Will
(Psalms 119:35) Make me walk in the path of Your commandments, For I delight in it.
(Psalms 119:36) Incline my heart to Your testimonies, And not to covetousness.
(Psalms 119:37) Turn away my eyes from looking at worthless things, And revive me in Your way.
He prayed that the Lord would turn him away from covetousness and vanity.
`
God’s Will
(Psalms 119:38) Establish Your word to Your servant, Who is devoted to fearing You.
(Psalms 119:39) Turn away my reproach which I dread, For Your judgments are good.
He desired God to confirm His ordinances to him.
(Psalms 119:40) Behold, I long for Your precepts; Revive me in Your righteousness.
The psalmist longs to be instructed in God's laws.
The Salvation through God’s Word
VAU
(Psalms 119:41) Let Your mercies come also to me, O LORD; Your salvation according to Your word.
The psalmist called on God to deliver him through His love and His Word (promise)
(Psalms 119:42) So shall I have an answer for him who reproaches me, For I trust in Your word.
Then he would have an answer for his enemy .
(Psalms 119:43) And take not the word of truth utterly out of my mouth, For I have hoped in Your ordinances.
observe
(Psalms 119:44) So shall I keep Your law continually, Forever and ever.
(Psalms 119:45) And I will walk at liberty, For I seek Your precepts.
He prayed (and affirmed) that the Word would continue to be his pattern of life.
(Psalms 119:46) I will speak of Your testimonies also before kings, And will not be ashamed.
Prayer for deliverance and a promise to be bold in witness .
(Psalms 119:47) And I will delight myself in Your commandments, Which I love.
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He delighted in God’s commandments and loved them.
(Psalms 119:48) My hands also I will lift up to Your commandments, Which I love, And I will meditate on Your statutes.
Hope from God’s Word
ZAIN
(Psalms 119:49) Remember the word to Your servant, Upon which You have caused me to hope.
119:49-56. Declaring his hope in the Word (v. 49), which renews… life (v. 50), he decried the proud (arrogant;) who
scorned his faith and hated the Law (vv. 51-53). He sang about and meditated on the Word (vv. 54-56).
(Psalms 119:50) This is my comfort in my affliction, For Your word has given me life.
(Psalms 119:51) The proud have me in great derision, Yet I do not turn aside from Your law.
(Psalms 119:52) I remembered Your judgments of old, O LORD, And have comforted myself.
(Psalms 119:53) Indignation has taken hold of me Because of the wicked, who forsake Your law.
His zeal for God's law makes him angry at those who hate it.
(Psalms 119:54) Your statutes have been my songs In the house of my pilgrimage.
(Psalms 119:55) I remember Your name in the night, O LORD, And I keep Your law.
(Psalms 119:56) This has become mine, Because I kept Your precepts.
Obedience to God’s Word
CHETH
(Psalms 119:57) You are my portion, O LORD; I have said that I would keep Your words.
119:57-64. Because God was the psalmist’s Portion , he called on God for mercy (119:57-58).
(Psalms 119:58) I entreated Your favor with my whole heart; Be merciful to me according to Your word.
(Psalms 119:59) I thought about my ways, And turned my feet to Your testimonies.
He had lived in accordance with the Word (vv. 58-60),
(Psalms 119:60) I made haste, and did not delay To keep Your commandments.
(Psalms 119:61) The cords of the wicked have bound me, But I have not forgotten Your law.
and continued his devotion while he was surrounded by enemies (vv. 61-62).
(Psalms 119:62) At midnight I will rise to give thanks to You, Because of Your righteous judgments.
Who are your friends?
(Psalms 119:63) I am a companion of all who fear You, And of those who keep Your precepts.
His companions were also believers (vv. 63-64).
The thought is that we cannot experience God without knowing His Word.
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(Psalms 119:64) The earth, O LORD, is full of Your mercy; Teach me Your statutes.
Trust in God’s Word
TETH
(Psalms 119:65) You have dealt well with Your servant, O LORD, according to Your word.
The psalmist trusted that the LORD would deal with him according to His Word
(Psalms 119:66) Teach me good judgment and knowledge, For I believe Your commandments.
(Psalms 119:67) Before I was afflicted I went astray, But now I keep Your word.
He then asked for further instruction to prevent his going astray
(Psalms 119:68) You are good, and do good; Teach me Your statutes.
(Psalms 119:69) The proud have forged a lie against me, But I will keep Your precepts with my whole heart.
He declared his trust in the midst of slander
(Psalms 119:70) Their heart is as fat as grease, But I delight in Your law.
The phrase "as fat as grease" describes one who is insensitive and indifferent to what is right. I.e., insensible and
incapable of receiving spiritual truth.
(Psalms 119:71) It is good for me that I have been afflicted, That I may learn Your statutes.
The goodness of God sometimes includes discipline.
The psalmist expresses gratitude for his afflictions, for through them he came to a fuller understanding of God's Word.
(Psalms 119:72) The law of Your mouth is better to me Than thousands of coins of gold and silver.
and admitted that through affliction he realized more of the value of the Law
Hope in God’s Word
JOD
His poema
(Psalms 119:73) Your hands have made me and fashioned me; Give me understanding, that I may learn Your
commandments.
The psalmist believed that God created him and had given him hope in the Word
Ephesians 2:10
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should
walk in them.
(Psalms 119:74) Those who fear You will be glad when they see me, Because I have hoped in Your word.
(Psalms 119:75) I know, O LORD, that Your judgments are right, And that in faithfulness You have afflicted me.
Continue to mature me through the law and affliction. Obedient to God’s Word
five lets
(Psalms 119:76) Let, I pray, Your merciful kindness be for my comfort, According to Your word to Your servant.
Knowing that in faithfulness God had afflicted him , he asked God to comfort him and put the arrogant to shame
(Psalms 119:77) Let Your tender mercies come to me, that I may live; For Your law is my delight.
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(Psalms 119:78) Let the proud be ashamed, For they treated me wrongfully with falsehood; But I will meditate on Your
precepts.
(Psalms 119:79) Let those who fear You turn to me, Those who know Your testimonies.
He then prayed that those who fear the LORD would likewise turn to Him in accord with His Word and that he would be kept
blameless
(Psalms 119:80) Let my heart be blameless regarding Your statutes, That I may not be ashamed.
God’s Word is Faithful
CAPH
(Psalms 119:81) My soul faints for Your salvation, But I hope in Your word.
The psalmist admitted that his soul almost fainted while waiting for God’s Word
(Psalms 119:82) My eyes fail from searching Your word, Saying, "When will You comfort me?"
Though he longed for vindication, he did not forsake God's law.
Shriveled up
(Psalms 119:83) For I have become like a wineskin in smoke, Yet I do not forget Your statutes.
He was weakened much as a wineskin in the smoke becomes shriveled. So he asked how long it would be until he was
vindicated
(Psalms 119:84) How many are the days of Your servant? When will You execute judgment on those who persecute me?
(Psalms 119:85) The proud have dug pits for me, Which is not according to Your law.
(Psalms 119:86) All Your commandments are faithful; They persecute me wrongfully; Help me!
Cling to God’s Will
(Psalms 119:87) They almost made an end of me on earth, But I did not forsake Your precepts.
He asserted that though his enemies almost consumed him, he had not forsaken God’s Law
(Psalms 119:88) Revive me according to Your lovingkindness, So that I may keep the testimony of Your mouth.
God’s Word is Sure
LAMED
(Psalms 119:89) Forever, O LORD, Your word is settled in heaven.
God’s Word is settled in heaven and is attested by His faithfulness
This verse avows the immutability of God's Word; it shall stand forever
Isaiah 40:8
The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever.
Matthew 24:35
Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.
1 Peter 1:25
But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.
(Psalms 119:90) Your faithfulness endures to all generations; You established the earth, and it abides.
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(Psalms 119:91) They continue this day according to Your ordinances, For all are Your servants.
(Psalms 119:92) Unless Your law had been my delight, I would then have perished in my affliction.
The psalmist’s delight in the established Law had enabled him to win the victory
(Psalms 119:93) I will never forget Your precepts, For by them You have given me life.
(Psalms 119:94) I am Yours, save me; For I have sought Your precepts.
(Psalms 119:95) The wicked wait for me to destroy me, But I will consider Your testimonies.
Things other than God
(Psalms 119:96) I have seen the consummation of all perfection, But Your commandment is exceedingly broad.
He concluded that God’s Word is boundless (v. 96) in its values
The meaning is this: All earthly things are limited, but His Word is infinite.
God’s Word is Sweet
MEM
a pure song of praise
(Psalms 119:97) Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day.
The psalmist declared his love and devotion to the Law, which gave him more understanding and wisdom than his
enemies… teachers, and elders (vv. 97-100).
(Psalms 119:98) You, through Your commandments, make me wiser than my enemies; For they are ever with me.
(Psalms 119:99) I have more understanding than all my teachers, For Your testimonies are my meditation.
Meditation on the Word makes one wise and pure.
(Psalms 119:100) I understand more than the ancients, Because I keep Your precepts.
(Psalms 119:101) I have restrained my feet from every evil way, That I may keep Your word.
By God’s Word he had kept himself pure
(Psalms 119:102) I have not departed from Your judgments, For You Yourself have taught me.
(Psalms 119:103) How sweet are Your words to my taste, Sweeter than honey to my mouth!
He extolled the promises of God as sweet
(Psalms 119:104) Through Your precepts I get understanding; Therefore I hate every false way.
Understanding and purity (v. 104) summarize the points made in verses 98-101.
God’s Word is a Light
NUN
how to walk
whcre to walk
(Psalms 119:105) Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path.
Recognizing that God’s Word was his light to direct him the psalmist vowed to follow it
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Proverbs 6:23
For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and reproofs of instruction are the way of life:
John 1:1
1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
Psalms 119:105: On a hazardous journey, the torch was most necessary. God's Word is the true light to guide the believer
through life .
John 8:12
Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but
shall have the light of life.
(Psalms 119:106) I have sworn and confirmed That I will keep Your righteous judgments.
The psalmist vows to follow God's Word always.
(Psalms 119:107) I am afflicted very much; Revive me, O LORD, according to Your word.
(Psalms 119:108) Accept, I pray, the freewill offerings of my mouth, O LORD, And teach me Your judgments.
In his distress (vv. 107-110) he called for help and affirmed that he would joyfully follow God’s statutes and decrees
(vv. 111-112).
(Psalms 119:109) My life is continually in my hand, Yet I do not forget Your law.
The world we live in
(Psalms 119:110) The wicked have laid a snare for me, Yet I have not strayed from Your precepts.
(Psalms 119:111) Your testimonies I have taken as a heritage forever, For they are the rejoicing of my heart.
(Psalms 119:112) I have inclined my heart to perform Your statutes Forever, to the very end.
God’s Word is Awe inspiring
SAMECH
(Psalms 119:113) I hate the double-minded, But I love Your law.
The psalmist stated that he hated double-mindedness, and that he loved and hoped in God’s Word because God was his
Refuge (se4t{er, “hiding place and his Shield .
(Psalms 119:114) You are my hiding place and my shield; I hope in Your word.
(Psalms 119:115) Depart from me, you evildoers, For I will keep the commandments of my God!
The writer then addressed the wicked, demanding that they leave him and asked God to sustain and deliver him
(Psalms 119:116) Uphold me according to Your word, that I may live; And do not let me be ashamed of my hope.
(Psalms 119:117) Hold me up, and I shall be safe, And I shall observe Your statutes continually.
(Psalms 119:118) You reject all those who stray from Your statutes, For their deceit is falsehood.
because of His judgment against the wicked
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(Psalms 119:119) You put away all the wicked of the earth like dross; Therefore I love Your testimonies.
The psalmist fears God's judgments.
dross. Slag or scum that is removed from molten metal.
(Psalms 119:120) My flesh trembles for fear of You, And I am afraid of Your judgments.
The psalmist then said he trembled in awe at the judgments of God
Vindication from God
AIN
(Psalms 119:121) I have done justice and righteousness; Do not leave me to my oppressors.
(Psalms 119:122) Be surety for Your servant for good; Do not let the proud oppress me.
The psalmist asked God to protect him from arrogant oppressors and to deal with him in justice and love
Prayer for deliverance from his oppressors.
(Psalms 119:123) My eyes fail from seeking Your salvation And Your righteous word.
(Psalms 119:124) Deal with Your servant according to Your mercy, And teach me Your statutes.
(Psalms 119:125) I am Your servant; Give me understanding, That I may know Your testimonies.
(Psalms 119:126) It is time for You to act, O LORD, For they have regarded Your law as void.
He sought to motivate God to respond by explaining his loyalty as God’s servant (vv. 125-126)
(Psalms 119:127) Therefore I love Your commandments More than gold, yes, than fine gold!
He added that he loved the Lord’s laws (valuing them more than gold) and hated false ways
(Psalms 119:128) Therefore all Your precepts concerning all things I consider to be right; I hate every false way.
God’s Word is Wonderful
PE
(Psalms 119:129) Your testimonies are wonderful; Therefore my soul keeps them.
The psalmist declared his delight for God’s wonderful Word which gives light
Verse 105 was external light
here we have internal light
(Psalms 119:130) The entrance of Your words gives light; It gives understanding to the simple.
Prayer that God would establish him in His Word.
(Psalms 119:131) I opened my mouth and panted, For I longed for Your commandments.
(Psalms 119:132) Look upon me and be merciful to me, As Your custom is toward those who love Your name.
He then prayed that the Lord would turn to him and establish him by directing, redeeming, blessing, and teaching him
(Psalms 119:133) Direct my steps by Your word, And let no iniquity have dominion over me.
(Psalms 119:134) Redeem me from the oppression of man, That I may keep Your precepts.
(Psalms 119:135) Make Your face shine upon Your servant, And teach me Your statutes.
Mourning for the lost
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(Psalms 119:136) Rivers of water run down from my eyes, Because men do not keep Your law.
He expressed concern over those who hate God’s Law
God’s Word is Righteous
TZADDI
(Psalms 119:137) Righteous are You, O LORD, And upright are Your judgments.
The psalmist declared that because the LORD is righteous His Word is righteous
(Psalms 119:138) Your testimonies, which You have commanded, Are righteous and very faithful.
God is righteous and so is His Word.
(Psalms 119:139) My zeal has consumed me, Because my enemies have forgotten Your words.
He testified of his own zeal for the Word, which was pure
(Psalms 119:140) Your word is very pure; Therefore Your servant loves it.
(Psalms 119:141) I am small and despised, Yet I do not forget Your precepts.
(Psalms 119:142) Your righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, And Your law is truth.
(Psalms 119:143) Trouble and anguish have overtaken me, Yet Your commandments are my delights.
He found comfort in God’s righteous laws when he was in affliction
(Psalms 119:144) The righteousness of Your testimonies is everlasting; Give me understanding, and I shall live.
John 17:3
And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.
John 3:15
That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.
God’s Word is True
KOPH
(Psalms 119:145) I cry out with my whole heart; Hear me, O LORD! I will keep Your statutes.
The psalmist called on the LORD to deliver him because he obeyed, hoped in, and meditated on His Word
(Psalms 119:146) I cry out to You; Save me, and I will keep Your testimonies.
A cry for deliverance because the psalmist kept God's Word.
All your present faithfulness is lighting a candle for some dark night yet to be.
(Psalms 119:147) I rise before the dawning of the morning, And cry for help; I hope in Your word.
(Psalms 119:148) My eyes are awake through the night watches, That I may meditate on Your word.
(Psalms 119:149) Hear my voice according to Your lovingkindness; O LORD, revive me according to Your justice.
(Psalms 119:150) They draw near who follow after wickedness; They are far from Your law.
His enemies, though near him, were far removed from God’s Law
(Psalms 119:151) You are near, O LORD, And all Your commandments are truth.
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God, however, was also near him and His words were reliable
(Psalms 119:152) Concerning Your testimonies, I have known of old that You have founded them forever.
Love for God’s Word
RESH
(Psalms 119:153) Consider my affliction and deliver me, For I do not forget Your law.
The psalmist called on God to deliver him because he had not forgotten His Law
(Psalms 119:154) Plead my cause and redeem me; Revive me according to Your word.
Another prayer for deliverance.
(Psalms 119:155) Salvation is far from the wicked, For they do not seek Your statutes.
Knowing that salvation is not available to the wicked
(Psalms 119:156) Great are Your tender mercies, O LORD; Revive me according to Your judgments.
the psalmist affirmed that God’s compassion (lit., “compassions”) was great toward him
(Psalms 119:157) Many are my persecutors and my enemies, Yet I do not turn from Your testimonies.
He lamented that he had many enemies who did not obey God’s Word
(Psalms 119:158) I see the treacherous, and am disgusted, Because they do not keep Your word.
(Psalms 119:159) Consider how I love Your precepts; Revive me, O LORD, according to Your lovingkindness.
In contrast, however, the psalmist loved God’s Word, which is true, and therefore asked to be preserved from his enemies
(Psalms 119:160) The entirety of Your word is truth, And every one of Your righteous judgments endures forever.
Rejoicing in God’s Word
SCHIN
(Psalms 119:161) Princes persecute me without a cause, But my heart stands in awe of Your word.
The psalmist affirmed that though princes hated him without a cause he trembled in awe at God’s Word.
(Psalms 119:162) I rejoice at Your word As one who finds great treasure.
He rejoiced in the worth of the Law, loved it, and praised God repeatedly for it
The psalmist has awe, joy, love, and praise for God's Word.
(Psalms 119:163) I hate and abhor lying, But I love Your law.
(Psalms 119:164) Seven times a day I praise You, Because of Your righteous judgments.
Seven times. Even more than the three times of Psalm 55:17.
Psalm 55:17
Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud: and he shall hear my voice.
(Psalms 119:165) Great peace have those who love Your law, And nothing causes them to stumble.
Those like himself who love God’s Word and hope in Him for salvation enjoy great peace (s]a4lo=m, “well-being,”
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(Psalms 119:166) LORD, I hope for Your salvation, And I do Your commandments.
(Psalms 119:167) My soul keeps Your testimonies, And I love them exceedingly.
The writer then said he had observed the Law out of love for it
(Psalms 119:168) I keep Your precepts and Your testimonies, For all my ways are before You.
If only we all could say this every waking moment.
This section and section 97 to 104 contain no petitions. The only 2 in Ps. 119
Deliverance by God’s Word
TAU
(Psalms 119:169) Let my cry come before You, O LORD; Give me understanding according to Your word.
The psalmist called on God to hear his supplication and deliver him
(Psalms 119:170) Let my supplication come before You; Deliver me according to Your word.
(Psalms 119:171) My lips shall utter praise, For You teach me Your statutes.
He desired to praise God for His Word
(Psalms 119:172) My tongue shall speak of Your word, For all Your commandments are righteousness.
(Psalms 119:173) Let Your hand become my help, For I have chosen Your precepts.
He asked God to enable him to live since he delighted in His Law
(Psalms 119:174) I long for Your salvation, O LORD, And Your law is my delight.
(Psalms 119:175) Let my soul live, and it shall praise You; And let Your judgments help me.
(Psalms 119:176) I have gone astray like a lost sheep; Seek Your servant, For I do not forget Your commandments.
The psalmist concluded this lengthy but rich psalm by confessing that he had gone astray like a lost sheep and by asking
God to rescue him by His Word
PSALM ONE HUNDRED TWENTY
A PSALM

OF

ASCENT

Four of these 15 psalms are ascribed to David (Pss. 122; 124; 131; 133), 1 to Solomon (Ps. 127), and the other 10 are
anonymous.
Psalms 120-134 formed a hymn book used by pilgrims going up to Jerusalem for the annual feasts of Passover, Pentecost,
and Booths.
The title “song of ascents” identifies each of Psalms 120-134 as a pilgrim song to be sung when the Israelites
“ascended” (went up) to Jerusalem for the annual feasts.
Deut. 16:16
Three times in a year shall all thy males appear before the LORD thy God in the place which he shall choose; in the
feast of unleavened bread, and in the feast of weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles: and they shall not appear before the
LORD empty:
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Idea #1 sung by the pilgrims on the way to Jerusalem
Though there is some disagreement as to the precise use of these psalms, the view most generally accepted is that they
were sung by the Jewish worshipers as they went up, i.e., ascended, to Jerusalem to celebrate the three great feasts each year
-- Passover in the spring, Pentecost in the early summer, and Tabernacles in the fall.
Idea #2. sung in the temple court area
An alternate view is that the headings, "A Song of Ascents," refer to the fifteen steps leading to the Court of Israel in the
Temple, and that these Psalms were sung on these steps.
Idea #3. Memorial to King Hezekiah
Another possibility is that these 15 psalms were compiled by Hezekiah as a memorial of his experience of verifying, through
the reversal of the sundial, God's promise of 15 additional years of life (2 Kin. 20:1-11). In favor of such an interpretation
is the use of the same Hebrew term (ma`alah) for "ascent" or "degree" in the psalms and in the story of the
"degrees" on the sundial in 2 Kings
Furthermore, there are 15 psalms corresponding to the 15 years of additional life guaranteed by Isaiah.
Finally, Proverbs. 25:1 notes the specific involvement of Hezekiah's men in copying some of Solomon's work.
Proverbs 25:1
These are also proverbs of Solomon, which the men of Hezekiah king of Judah copied out.
Plea for Relief from Bitter Foes
(Psalms 120:1) In my distress I cried to the LORD, And He heard me.
The pilgrim prayed for deliverance from liars who would destroy him. He was sure that God would answer him.
Ch. 120 In this lament, the psalmist cries for deliverance (vv. 1-2), for retribution (vv. 3-4), and for peace (vv. 5-7).
(Psalms 120:2) Deliver my soul, O LORD, from lying lips And from a deceitful tongue.
The lying lips and deceitful tongue are those of his enemies.
(Psalms 120:3) What shall be given to you, Or what shall be done to you, You false tongue?
120:3-4. The pilgrim, by directing a question to the wicked, affirmed that the Lord would destroy them.
(Psalms 120:4) Sharp arrows of the warrior, With coals of the broom tree!
The broom tree was used for firewood because it burned longer than many other woods. The imagery of sharp arrows and
coals of fire speaks of retribution against people with deceitful tongues.
(Psalms 120:5) Woe is me, that I dwell in Meshech, That I dwell among the tents of Kedar!
: "Meshech" designates the descendants of the son of Japheth by the same name (cf. Gen. 10:2) who later inhabited the area
between the Black and Caspian Seas. "Kedar" refers to the tribe of Bedouin Arabs who sprang from the second son of
Ishmael .Taken together, these two names represent the hostile environment in which the psalmist lived.
By referring to Meshech the psalmist conveys that he lived in hostile surroundings.
(Psalms 120:6) My soul has dwelt too long With one who hates peace.
120:5-7. The pilgrim lamented his having to dwell in the midst of those who hate peace (vv. 5-6). Meshech (Gen. 10:2)
and its barbarous people lived in the far north. Kedar (in northern Arabia) was where some nomadic Ishmaelites lived (cf.
Gen. 25:13). The psalmist was saying that these two names represented the enemies that surrounded him.
(Psalms 120:7) I am for peace; But when I speak, they are for war.
He declared that he, in contrast, was a man of peace. For that reason he knew the Lord would vindicate his cause.
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Meshech
Genesis 10:2
2
The sons of Japheth; Gomer, and Magog, and Madai, and Javan, and Tubal, and Meshech, and Tiras.
Kedar
Genesis25:13
13
And these are the names of the sons of Ishmael, by their names, according to their generations: the firstborn of
Ishmael, Nebajoth; and Kedar, and Adbeel, and Mibsam,
Nehemiah 7:21
The children of Ater of Hezekiah, ninety and eight.
PSALM ONE HUNDRED TWENTY ONE
The pilgrim, contemplating his journey through the hills to Jerusalem, found assurance that the Lord, the Keeper
of Israel, would keep him at all times on his journey.
God the Help of Those Who Seek Him
(Psalms 121:1) I will lift up my eyes to the hills; From whence comes my help?
The latter half of this verse is best understood as a rhetorical question designed to elicit the avowal that all true help comes
from the Lord. The term "hills" refers to the hills upon which Jerusalem was situated .
This pilgrim hymn. affirms that all true help comes from the Lord, who is the Keeper of Israel.
Whatever the psalmist's reason for looking to the mountains, whether as a potential refuge or as a menace (being the haunt of
robbers), he affirms that his trust is in the Creator not only of those hills but of the universe. From whence begins a new
sentence, which is a question answered in verse 2.
(Psalms 121:2) My help comes from the LORD, Who made heaven and earth.
The pilgrim-psalmist, as he contemplated his journey through the hills to Jerusalem, asked where his help came from. He
found the answer to his question in the affirmation of his faith that the LORD, who created heaven and earth—with those
hills—was his only Source of help.
(Psalms 121:3) He will not allow your foot to be moved; He who keeps you will not slumber.
The Lord is always alert to protect His people, for He does not slumber (momentarily) or sleep (soundly and lengthily).
. The person speaking assured the pilgrim that he would have divine protection. God, who watches over (cf. vv. 5, 7-8)
His own, will not slumber or sleep, that is, He will not be indifferent to or disregard them. The Lord will be alert in
protecting His own.
(Psalms 121:4) Behold, He who keeps Israel Shall neither slumber nor sleep.
He that keeps Israel is none other than the Lord Himself. God has promised that the Hebrew will not disappear from the
face of the earth, and there are 4,000 years of history to validate God's declaration.
(Psalms 121:5) The LORD is your keeper; The LORD is your shade at your right hand.

The Lord is the shade (protection) from all adversaries of the day and night.
(Psalms 121:6) The sun shall not strike you by day, Nor the moon by night.
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The assurance was then given that the LORD would protect the pilgrim at all times. The Keeper of Israel (cf. v. 4) was
the pilgrim’s Keeper as well, protecting him as a shade protects one from the blazing sun. The sun and the moon stand for
dangers that occur in the day and in the night.
Physically
Spiritually
(Psalms 121:7) The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; He shall preserve your soul.
The psalm closes with the psalmist’s renewed affirmation that the LORD will keep and watch over (cf. vv. 3-5; i.e.,
protect) the pilgrim from all harm at all times (vv. 7-8).
(Psalms 121:8) The LORD shall preserve your going out and your coming in From this time forth, and even forevermore.
your going out and your coming in. A figure of speech for "everything you do." God watches over the believer all the time,
in every circumstance, and forever.
the time, in every circumstance, and forever.
PSALM ONE HUNDRED TWENTY TWO
The pilgrim-psalmist, designated in the superscription as David, recalled his delight in going up to Jerusalem,
which was the nation’s spiritual and civic center. He then called for everyone to pray for the peace and security of
Jerusalem for the sake of the godly and for the sake of God Himself.
Ch. 122 Here the psalmist recounts his joyful pilgrimage to Jerusalem (vv. 1-2), which he praises as the spiritual and civic
center of the nation (vv. 3-5), calling for prayer for its peace and prosperity (vv. 6-9).
The Joy of Going to the House of the LORD
(Psalms 122:1) I was glad when they said to me, "Let us go into the house of the LORD."
This is the beautiful testimony of a genuine child of God regarding the matter of public worship.
(Psalms 122:2) Our feet have been standing Within your gates, O Jerusalem!
The psalmist recalled how he delighted at the prospect of the pilgrimage to Jerusalem. Then he relished the
experience of actually standing within the city’s gates.
(Psalms 122:3) Jerusalem is built As a city that is compact together,
that is compact together.

I.e., that unifies the people.

(Psalms 122:4) Where the tribes go up, The tribes of the LORD, To the Testimony of Israel, To give thanks to the name of
the LORD.
122:3-5. The psalmist acclaimed the city of Jerusalem for its physical splendor, with its full population closely
compacted together. He then lauded it as the spiritual center to which the nation’s tribes went on their annual pilgrimages. He
also cited it as the seat of justice.
Jer. 21:11-12
11
And touching the house of the king of Judah, say, Hear ye the word of the LORD;
12
O house of David, thus saith the LORD; Execute judgment in the morning, and deliver him that is spoiled out of the
hand of the oppressor, lest my fury go out like fire, and burn that none can quench it, because of the evil of your doings.
(Psalms 122:5) For thrones are set there for judgment, The thrones of the house of David.
thrones.
Jerusalem was the center for justice.
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(Psalms 122:6) Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: "May they prosper who love you.
122:6-9. The psalmist asked the people to pray for the peace and security of the city and its inhabitants.
(Psalms 122:7) Peace be within your walls, Prosperity within your palaces."
(Psalms 122:8) For the sake of my brethren and companions, I will now say, "Peace be within you."
He himself then prayed for peace.… for the sake of his brothers, the righteous pilgrims (122:8), and for prosperity for
the sake of the sanctuary, God’s dwelling place (v. 9).
(Psalms 122:9) Because of the house of the LORD our God I will seek your good.
PSALM ONE HUNDRED TWENTY THREE
Lifting up his eyes to God in heaven,the slave-pilgrim called for mercy becasue the people were filled with
contempt from the scoffing of the proud.
Prayer for Relief from Contempt
(Psalms 123:1) Unto You I lift up my eyes, O You who dwell in the heavens.

123:1-2. The psalmist affirmed his trust in the LORD of heaven. I lift up my eyes means that he looked to the Lord in
prayer for deliverance. He compared his trust to that of a slave waiting for a word from a master or a mistress. On behalf of
the people, the psalmist continued to look to… God for help.
Ch. 123 The psalmist expresses his confidence in God (vv. 1-2) and prays for the people's deliverance from those who have
contempt for them (vv. 3-4).
(Psalms 123:2) Behold, as the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, As the eyes of a maid to the hand of her
mistress, So our eyes look to the LORD our God, Until He has mercy on us.
As slaves and maids look to their masters and mistresses for the supply of all their needs (look to the hand), so do the people
of God look to Him.
(Psalms 123:3) Have mercy on us, O LORD, have mercy on us! For we are exceedingly filled with contempt.

123:3-4. The psalmist asked God for mercy because the people were filled with contempt, that is, they had endured
much ridicule from the… arrogant. Despite this taunting of their faith, they would pray for God’s mercy until He answered.
(Psalms 123:4) Our soul is exceedingly filled With the scorn of those who are at ease, With the contempt of the proud.
PSALM ONE HUNDRED TWENTY FOUR
Realizing that if the Lord had not been on their side the nations would have swallowed them up, the pilgrim
blessed the Lord, who allowed them to escape.
The LORD the Defense of His People
(Psalms 124:1) "If it had not been the LORD who was on our side," Let Israel now say;
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Ch. 124 In this thanksgiving psalm, the psalmist reflects on Israel's past needs that the Lord met (vv. 1-5), reports God's
deliverance (vv. 6-7), and reaffirms his trust in the Lord (v. 8). The threats from his enemies are as the danger of drowning
(vv. 3-5) and as confinement in a bird trap (vv. 6-7).
The deliverance could refer to various times in Israel's history, but, if this psalm refers to deliverance from Babylonian
captivity, then David could not have written it. (The superscription was added later.)
(Psalms 124:2) "If it had not been the LORD who was on our side, When men rose up against us,
(vv. 1-2).. In this part of the psalm the writer attested to the Lord’s protection. He called for the nation to realize that her
victory was due to the Lord’s being on their side
(Psalms 124:3) Then they would have swallowed us alive, When their wrath was kindled against us;
Then he explained what would have happened if the LORD had not been on their side: the nations in their anger would have
destroyed them (vv. 3-5).
(Psalms 124:4) Then the waters would have overwhelmed us, The stream would have gone over our soul;
Here he used the imagery of swallowing and the imagery of floodwaters
Lam. 3:54
54
Waters flowed over mine head; then I said, I am cut off.
(Psalms 124:5) Then the swollen waters Would have gone over our soul."
The raging waters (lit., “proud waters”) suitably suggests the arrogance (cf. Ps. 123:4) of the enemies. This could apply to
various times in Israel’s history, but it may affirm the Lord’s deliverance from the Babylonian Captivity. If the return from
the Exile is in view, then David was not the author as the superscription, added later, states. Rather, “David” in this case
would indicate a later Davidic “king” (i.e., a potential occupant of the Davidic throne).
(Psalms 124:6) Blessed be the LORD, Who has not given us as prey to their teeth.
124:6-8. The psalmist turned to praise… the LORD, who had not abandoned them (v. 6)
(Psalms 124:7) Our soul has escaped as a bird from the snare of the fowlers; The snare is broken, and we have escaped.
but had enabled them to escape (v. 7). The enemies’ devices were compared both to teeth and the snare of a fowler
(cf. 9:13).
(Psalms 124:8) Our help is in the name of the LORD, Who made heaven and earth.
The people’s escape was by the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth (cf. comments on 115:15). The faith attested here
is reminiscent of that expressed in Psalm 121.
PSALM ONE HUNDRED TWENTY FIVE
Righteous believers are secure in the Lord, who will not let them be tested to the point of being shaken from their
integrity. However, those who turn aside in unbelief will be banished from His blessings along with the wicked.
The LORD the Strength of His People
stability
(Psalms 125:1) Those who trust in the LORD Are like Mount Zion, Which cannot be moved, but abides forever.
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Ch. 125 In this song of trust, the psalmist compares the stability of believers with Mount Zion (v. 1) and the security of the
Lord's people with that of Jerusalem (v. 2), reminding them that foreign domination is temporary (v. 3). He then prays for
God's blessing on the righteous (v. 4) and predicts judgment on the wicked (v. 5).
security
(Psalms 125:2) As the mountains surround Jerusalem, So the LORD surrounds His people From this time forth and
forever.

125:1-3. Verse 1 summarizes the psalmist’s theme that believers are secure and unshakable. He compared them to
Mount Zion, which endures forever.
This imagery is continued in verse 2. Observing how the mountains surround Jerusalem, he declared that the LORD
surrounds His people, protecting them on all sides.
The reason for these affirmations is made clear in verse 3.
Apparently foreign domination was a burden on the nation. The psalmist said that God would not permit this scepter
(lit., “rod”) of wickedness to rest on the lot of the righteous to the extent it would drive them into wickedness. In other
words the test would be limited to what they could endure so they should not abandon their trust in the LORD.
1 Corinthians 10:13
There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be
tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.
Be permanent
(Psalms 125:3) For the scepter of wickedness shall not rest On the land allotted to the righteous, Lest the righteous reach
out their hands to iniquity.
rest. I.e., rest permanently. In other words, the test would be limited to what they could endure.
(Psalms 125:4) Do good, O LORD, to those who are good, And to those who are upright in their hearts.

125:4. The pilgrim-psalmist prayed that the LORD would bless those who are good and upright in heart.
(Psalms 125:5) As for such as turn aside to their crooked ways, The LORD shall lead them away With the workers of
iniquity. Peace be upon Israel!
125:5. Those who did turn aside to crookedness at that time would suffer the same fate as the wicked (they would be
banished). So God’s people should be loyal in their faith and should continue to pray for peace for the nation .
2 Chronicles 7:14
If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their
wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.
2 Chr 7:19-20
But if ye turn away, and forsake my statutes and my commandments, which I have set before you, and shall go and serve
other gods, and worship them;
Then will I pluck them up by the roots out of my land which I have given them; and this house, which I have sanctified
for my name, will I cast out of my sight, and will make it to be a proverb and a byword among all nations.
Luke 12:5
But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which after he hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I
say unto you, Fear him.
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John 15:5-6
5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for
without me ye can do nothing.
6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the
fire, and they are burned.
PSALM ONE HUNDRED TWENTY SIX
This pilgrim psalm seems to reflect the struggle of the returned exiles. The psalmist was joyful because the Lord
had restored them to their land, but he prayed for a full restoration of the captives. He found comfort in the principle
of sowing and reaping.
A Joyful Return to Zion
restored spiritually
(Psalms 126:1) When the LORD brought back the captivity of Zion, We were like those who dream.
Restored to Health (physically)
Here the restored exiles rejoice in the Lord's deliverance (vv. 1-3), pray for the restoration of others (v. 4), and take
confidence in the principle of sowing and reaping (vv. 5-6).
Release from Babylon was so marvelous it seemed more like a dream than reality.
The historical background of this psalm is the return of the exiles from the Babylonian captivity following the edict of
Cyrus
Ezra 1:1-3
1
Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be
fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his
kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying,
2
Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The LORD God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and he
hath charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.
3
Who is there among you of all his people? his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in
Judah, and build the house of the LORD God of Israel, (he is the God,) which is in Jerusalem.
(Psalms 126:2) Then our mouth was filled with laughter, And our tongue with singing. Then they said among the nations,
"The LORD has done great things for them."
126:1-3. The psalmist, speaking for the returned exiles, recalled the joy that they experienced when the LORD brought
them back. They were greatly comforted and filled with laughter and joy. Comfort is suggested by the words “men restored
to health” (NIV marg.; these words fit the situation better than men who dreamed; cf. Isa. 38:16, and are well supported by
various versions and the Dead Sea Scrolls). Also the nations realized that the LORD had done marvelous things for His
people. It was a time of jubilation after a time of great sadness.
Isaiah 38:16
O Lord, by these things men live, and in all these things is the life of my spirit: so wilt thou recover me, and make me to live.
(Psalms 126:3) The LORD has done great things for us, And we are glad.
Jeremiah 25:11
And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy
years.
(Psalms 126:4) Bring back our captivity, O LORD, As the streams in the South.
"South" denotes the dry Negev desert which touches the Gulf of Aqaba in the south.
126:4. The psalmist, however, prayed that the LORD would complete the restoration. He compared the returning exiles to
streams in the Negev (the desert south of Judah), which in the dry season have little or no water but which in the rainy
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season overflow their banks. (Wadi’s) Under God’s “showers of blessings” the highways from the east would be full of
returning captives.
The psalmist prays for a flood of returning exiles, like the seasonal torrents that fill normally dry streams in the desert.
(Psalms 126:5) Those who sow in tears Shall reap in joy.

126:5-6. The psalmist found encouragement in the principle of sowing and reaping. These verses are connected to verses
2-3 by their references to great joy. Also verse 4 is the connecting link because of its use of the verb “restore” (also used in
the Heb. in v. 1) and because of the comparisons with nature (cf. vv. 5-6).
The setting in verses 5-6 is agricultural. After the land had been neglected for so long, it was almost impossible to work
it. The planting would be difficult, but persistence would doubtless bring a harvest. The sowing with tears (i.e., agonizing
over the work) would signify anything someone did to help advance God’s theocracy (e.g., encouraging people to respond to
the Lord and return to the land). The joyful harvesting (reap) would then refer to other people who returned to the land in
faith. The psalmist was convinced that continued labor, no matter how agonizingly difficult and frustrating, would result in
more people returning to the land of Israel.
The metaphors of sowing and harvesting have been widely used by believers (cf. Gal. 6:7). Jesus spoke of sowing as
spreading the message of the kingdom, and spoke of the harvest as people who received Him by faith (Matt. 13:1-8, 18, 23).
The efforts of the exiles to reestablish the nation amid difficulties will someday come to fruition like a harvest, a principle
applicable to Christian work as well.
Galatians 6:7
Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.
Matthew 13:1-8
1
The same day went Jesus out of the house, and sat by the sea side.
2
And great multitudes were gathered together unto him, so that he went into a ship, and sat; and the whole multitude
stood on the shore.
3
And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow;
4
And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and devoured them up:
5
Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no
deepness of earth:
6
And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away.
7
And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them:
8
But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold.
Matthew 13:18
18
Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower.
Matthew 13:23
23
But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth
fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.
Restoring the land
(Psalms 126:6) He who continually goes forth weeping, Bearing seed for sowing, Shall doubtless come again with
rejoicing, Bringing his sheaves with him.
fruit
Psalms 126:6: The principle of sowing and reaping, which is applicable to the restoration of the exiles, also serves as an
encouragement to all believers to be faithful in personal witnessing. All aspects of these verses are crucial to the
Christian missionary and evangelistic mandate. The preciousness of the seed is an apt description of the intrinsic value of the
message of redemption. Verse 5 depicts the earnestness of the enterprise, not to mention the difficulty of the task. However,
the culmination of this strenuous and emotionally draining effort is rejoicing at harvest time.
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As by the sowing we are to understand everything that each individual contributes towards the building up of the kingdom
of God, so by the sheaves, the wholesome fruit which, by God bestowing His blessing upon it beyond our prayer and
comprehension, springs up from it.
PSALM ONE HUNDRED TWENTY SEVEN
This pilgrim psalm is ascribed to Solomon. It records the blessing of the Lord in domestic life. The psalmist recognized
that dependence on the providence of the Lord assures valuable domestic enterprises and safeguards. The writer then
epitomized that bounty in the reward of children, who in those days helped defend a family.
In this didactic (teaching) psalm, the psalmist stresses that life should be lived in dependence on the Lord (vv. 1-2) and
children regarded as a heritage from the Lord (vv. 3-5). Solomon.
Comments on Solomon’s character. In many ways, Solomon’s 40 year reign as king of the Hebrew people is a puzzle.
In his early years he was both noble and humble and one of the best rulers of his day. Although surrounded by wealth
and luxury as a young man, he seemed to be a person of honor and integrity.
He was the first king in Israel who was the son of a king. The glory of his empire was a reflection of his own royal
tastes, which he satisfied through a shrewd and successful foreign policy.
Unfortunately, Solomon was not strong enough to withstand the temptations that go along with a long life of luxury.
His contribution to the nation of Israel is figured largely in material terms. He made Jerusalem one of the most
beautiful cities of the ancient world, and he will always be remembered as a great builder.
The tragedy is that after the building of the Temple, Solomon did very little to promote the religious life of his people.
Laboring and Prospering with the LORD
hebrew is banah
(Psalms 127:1) Unless the LORD builds the house, They labor in vain who build it; Unless the LORD guards the city, The
watchman stays awake in vain.
Vs. 127:1 House-building and city-guarding cannot succeed apart from God's help.
127:1-2. In words that reflect Ecclesiastes (a fitting relationship if Solomon was the psalmist), the author said that it is
vain to attempt things without the Lord. Builders work on a house… in vain unless the LORD builds it, watchmen… guard in
vain unless the LORD watches, and being anxious over one’s labor for food and working long hours is in vain. The point is
that work done independently of God will be futile. But a person who trusts in the Lord will find rest. Without the Lord, all
domestic work is in vain.
Striving as opposed to resting.
There is a beautiful picture in the Hebrew language of the O.T. which is lost in translation: (1) the Hebrew word for son is
ben,
(2) the Hebrew word for daughter is bat, and
(3) these two words are similar to the Hebrew verb banah, meaning "to build."
To the Israelite a house was an opportunity to "build" sons and daughters.
One works at building a family just as one works at building a building.
Children who have been built well, in turn, become good child-builders themselves. Also note the change in subjects in the
first two lines. In the first line it is the Lord who builds; in the second line the subject is "they."
This means that parents must team up with God in the building of a Christian home.
God does the building, but He does it through parents.
(Psalms 127:2) It is vain for you to rise up early, To sit up late, To eat the bread of sorrows; For so He gives His beloved
sleep.
The toiling (127:2) should not be taken to mean that people need not be diligent, for the Scriptures elsewhere say they
should. Rather, that verse stresses that to work long days without divine providence and support is futile. The thought
continues from verse 1.
Though work is necessary, without the blessing of God it is futile.
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Sacred trust from the LORD
(Psalms 127:3) Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, The fruit of the womb is a reward.
127:3-5. Children, the psalmist wrote, are some of the Lord’s providential blessings (see blessed, v. 5). They are a
reward from the LORD. Sons help defend the family for they are like weapons (arrows) in the hands of a mighty man.
The imagery of arrows and of defense “in the gate” was natural for a nation endangered from without and within.
Psalms 127:3: Children must always be looked upon as belonging to the Lord. They are a sacred trust, a holy heritage.
The rabbis of old declared that a child has three parents: Building the home
God, his father, and his mother
Parents, then, are held accountable unto God for their stewardship of parenthood.
Building His Church: 1. God 2. Pastors, elders, deacons 3. Body of believers
(Psalms 127:4) Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, So are the children of one's youth.
Children born when their parents are young are like arrows to defend and support their parents in difficulties and old age.
(Psalms 127:5) Happy is the man who has his quiver full of them; They shall not be ashamed, But shall speak with their
enemies in the gate.
They. I.e., fathers of large families, who had more prestige in community affairs, which were conducted at the city gate.
Sons are capable of defending the family in civil cases (at the gate civil cases were discussed and decided).
PSALM ONE HUNDRED TWENTY EIGHT
At the religious festivals whole families gathered in Jerusalem. So it is no surprise to see an emphasis in some of the
pilgrim psalms on God’s blessings in the domestic area of life.
After declaring the blessedness of those who fear the Lord, the psalmist enumerated some of the blessings of the good
life and voiced his prayer for greater blessings.
This psalm teaches the interrelatedness of blessings on the home (vv. 1-4) with blessings on the community (vv. 5-6).
Blessings of Those Who Fear the LORD
Psalm 1
contrast
(Psalms 128:1) Blessed is every one who fears the LORD, Who walks in His ways.
blessed.
Happy. This stems from reverence and obedience.
The psalmist announced the heavenly bliss of people who fear the LORD (cf. v. 4) and

obey Him.

(Psalms 128:2) When you eat the labor of your hands, You shall be happy, and it shall be well with you.
128:2. A righteous person will find prosperity as a result of his work. Laboring in anxious independence of God is vain
but working under God and in obedience to His ways is fruitful .
(Psalms 128:3) Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine In the very heart of your house, Your children like olive plants All
around your table.
Contrast the promiscuous wife
Prov. 7:11
She is loud and stubborn; her feet abide not in her house:
(Psalms 128:4) Behold, thus shall the man be blessed Who fears the LORD.
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128:3-4. Speaking again of fruitfulness (cf. v. 2), the psalmist referred to children obtained through his wife. The
imagery of plants (a vine) and trees (olive shoots) naturally suggested growth and fruitfulness. The person who fears the
LORD is blessed in this way
(Psalms 128:5) The LORD bless you out of Zion, And may you see the good of Jerusalem All the days of your life.

128:5-6. The pilgrim prayed for further blessings from God on people who fear Him (cf. v. 1).
(Psalms 128:6) Yes, may you see your children's children. Peace be upon Israel!
Those blessings include seeing Jerusalem prosper and living long enough to see one’s grandchildren. Then the psalmist
prayed for peace on the nation.
PSALM ONE HUNDRED TWENTY NINE
Messianic Psalm
Speaking for Israel, the psalmist declared that the Lord delivered her from the ravages of the wicked. He then prayed
that the Lord would put to shame those who hate Zion.
This psalm of thanksgiving speaks of Israel's harassment (vv. 1-4) and Israel's hope (vv. 5-8).
Song of Victory over Zion's Enemies
(Psalms 129:1) "Many a time they have afflicted me from my youth," Let Israel now say;
let Israel say - The psalmist encouraged Israel to testify; that the wicked who had continued to oppress them from
the beginning had not been victorious. (Verse 2)
(Psalms 129:2) "Many a time they have afflicted me from my youth; Yet they have not prevailed against me.
(Psalms 129:3) The plowers plowed on my back; They made their furrows long."
The imagery of plowing furrows describes the extreme suffering that the enemies inflicted on Israel (v. 3). It is as if they
had plowed… long furrows down their backs.
Israel is pictured as a scourged man with welts on his back like furrows in a plowed field.
(Psalms 129:4) The LORD is righteous; He has cut in pieces the cords of the wicked.
Cut the cords - rules over and holds the wicked in subjugation
Deliverance from such suffering is attributed to the righteous LORD (v. 4). He had cut them loose. Perhaps the figure
from verse 3 is continued here: God may have broken the plower’s harness so the plowing could not continue. Or the
word cords in verse 4 may simply refer to subjugation
(Psalms 129:5) Let all those who hate Zion Be put to shame and turned back.
The psalmist prayed that all his enemies who hated Zion, the city of the Lord, would be put to shame (v. 5). He prayed
that they would wither up so they could not be found (vv. 6-7). Grass on the housetops suggests that grass seeds blown by
the wind sometimes fell on flat roofs and then began to grow but withered because of no depth of soil.
(Psalms 129:6) Let them be as the grass on the housetops, Which withers before it grows up,
grass upon the housetops.

Having no soil, it quickly withers.
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(Psalms 129:7) With which the reaper does not fill his hand, Nor he who binds sheaves, his arms.
(Psalms 129:8) Neither let those who pass by them say, "The blessing of the LORD be upon you; We bless you in the
name of the LORD!"
Zion's enemies will not hear the customary greeting of friends. They do not deserve the Lord’s blessing.
In greeting someone, it was normal to wish God’s blessing on him (cf. Ruth 2:4). But the psalmist asked that people not
do this for the wicked.
Ruth 2:4
And behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem, and said unto the reapers, The LORD be with you. And they answered him, The
LORD bless thee.
PSALM ONE HUNDRED THIRTY
Psalm 130 is an earnest cry for the Lord to show His people mercy. The psalmist, sure that God forgives sins, exhorted
the nation to join him in waiting in hope for the time when the Lord would redeem them from all their iniquities. An ascent
and penitential Psalm.
Waiting for the Redemption of the LORD
spiritual calamity – refer to verse 8
(Psalms 130:1) Out of the depths I have cried to You, O LORD;
This pilgrim psalm is also a penitential psalm.
This lament includes an entreaty for God's deliverance (vv. 1-2), expectation of God's forgiveness (vv. 3-6), and an
exhortation to Israel to trust the Lord (vv. 7-8).
(Psalms 130:2) Lord, hear my voice! Let Your ears be attentive To the voice of my supplications.
The psalmist cried out of the depths, a figure of speech suggesting his insurmountable difficulty, even to the point of
death. He prayed that the LORD would answer his cry for mercy. The exact problem is not specified, but it seems to be
suggested in 130:8. The nation may have been in trouble because of divine punishment for her iniquities.
(Psalms 130:3) If You, LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?
To “mark” (keep a record of) sins means to hold one accountable for his sins.
The psalmist recognized that no one could stand if God dealt with sinners according to what they deserved.
The comfort is that with God there is forgiveness (sel|<h[a=h, “pardon,” also used in Neh. 9:17; Dan. 9:9 [NIV,
“forgiving”]). This is the reason for the Lord’s not keeping records of sins; He forgives. Believers throughout all ages have
rejoiced over this fact, for apart from this, none could endure His judgment!
Nehemiah 9:17
And refused to obey, neither were mindful of thy wonders that thou didst among them; but hardened their necks, and in their
rebellion appointed a captain to return to their bondage: but thou art a God ready to pardon, gracious and merciful, slow to
anger, and of great kindness, and forsookest them not.
Daniel 9:9
To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled against him;
(Psalms 130:4) But there is forgiveness with You, That You may be feared.
God forgives so that the forgiven will revere Him. This general word for fear often includes the ideas of worship and
obedience. The Scriptures state that many results come from fearing the LORD; the most notable is that the person keeps
himself from sin. The forgiveness of God cannot be treated lightly. It turns sinners into saints, people who follow Him in
obedience.
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Note that the outcome of forgiveness is fear, or reverence
1 Peter 2:9, 17
9
But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the
praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:
17
Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king.
(Psalms 130:5) I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, And in His word I do hope.
The psalmist testified that he was patiently waiting for the LORD. He compared his wait to that of a city’s watchmen
looking for the first rays of dawn, for then they would be relieved of their duties by other guards. He eagerly looked for
God’s new merciful dealings with the nation.
(Psalms 130:6) My soul waits for the Lord More than those who watch for the morning; Yes, more than those who watch
for the morning.
He waits for God as eagerly as the watchman looks for dawn, when other guards would relieve them.
(Psalms 130:7) O Israel, hope in the LORD; For with the LORD there is mercy, And with Him is abundant redemption.
. The people were encouraged to put their hope in the LORD. The reason is that with Him is loyal love (h[esed{) and full
pardon. Because of His loyalty to Israel God would redeem her from all her sins. This was the psalmist’s hope and prayer.
Only when God forgave the people’s sins and pardoned them would they be delivered. Because they believed this, they
looked for that day of redemption.
(Psalms 130:8) And He shall redeem Israel From all his iniquities.
People today who have come to know Him as the God of forgiveness also look for full redemption.
Apparently “the depths” (v. 1) refer to the nation’s spiritual calamity.
PSALM ONE HUNDRED THIRTY ONE
Asserting that he had not been proud or followed lofty endeavors, pilgrim David spoke of his childlike trust, his hope in
the Lord and calls on Israel to hope in the Lord .
Simple Trust in the LORD
(Psalms 131:1) LORD, my heart is not haughty, Nor my eyes lofty. Neither do I concern myself with great matters, Nor
with things too profound for me.
David declares himself free from haughtiness (great matters) and excessive ambition (things too difficult).
131:1. David affirmed that he had not been arrogant. Pride is essentially independence from and disobedience to
God. The psalmist knew that he depended on the LORD. Proud ambition (haughty eyes;) and selfishly ambitious endeavors
(great matters) had not been his pursuits.
(Psalms 131:2) Surely I have calmed and quieted my soul, Like a weaned child with his mother; Like a weaned child is my
soul within me.
131:2. David then testified to his humility. His soul was not disturbed by selfish ambition and passion. He had stilled
and silenced his soul. Like a weaned child, no longer wanting his mother’s milk, he was content without that which used to
seem indispensable. A mature believer leaves the clamor of proud ambition and rests in the Lord.
Vs. 131:2 As a child who has successfully gone through the troublesome process of weaning and found contentment, so
David had been delivered from all self-seeking and had found contentment in the Lord.
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(Psalms 131:3) O Israel, hope in the LORD From this time forth and forever.
131:3. David called for Israel to hope in the LORD forever. To trust in Him is the antithesis of pride. Hope in the LORD
brings true contentment and liberates from worldly ambitions.
PSALM ONE HUNDRED THIRTY TWO
This psalm is a prayer of the congregation that the Lord would remember David’s vow concerning the dwelling place
for the ark. The congregation found the answer to this prayer when they resolved to worship at the temple. They were
reminded of God’s promises that David’s line would continue, that Zion would be His dwelling place, and that the Messiah
would appear.
It is difficult to know the setting of the psalm. Perhaps it was a prayer by the returned exiles who wondered about the
fulfillment of God’s promises to David, primarily the promises of eternal dominion to David’s family and of worship in
righteousness in Zion.
The theme of the psalm is expressed in the opening cry to the LORD to remember David. David’s life and work were keenly
felt at the time of the restoration from Babylon, as he was the king who had centralized the nation’s worship in Zion.
The Eternal Dwelling of God in Zion
(Psalms 132:1) LORD, remember David And all his afflictions;
Psalms 132:1: This is the last of those psalms specifically designated as messianic
This royal psalm consists of two parts:
the request that the Lord remember David's zeal in bringing the ark to Jerusalem and thus bless his dynasty (vv. 1-10);
and the response of the Lord promising to fulfill the Davidic covenant (vv. 11-18).
(Psalms 132:2) How he swore to the LORD, And vowed to the Mighty One of Jacob:
(Psalms 132:3) "Surely I will not go into the chamber of my house, Or go up to the comfort of my bed;
132:2-5. The specific aspect of this prayer was David’s oath… not to rest till he found a place for the LORD to dwell.
This probably refers to David’s desire to build the temple (2 Sam. 7). That desire evidenced his great devotion, for which the
LORD made a covenant with him. The Davidic Covenant was to the later community under Ezra and Nehemiah what the
Abrahamic Covenant had been to Moses. This prayer in Psalm 132 calls for God to honor His promises at a time when they
seemed jeopardized.
(Psalms 132:4) I will not give sleep to my eyes Or slumber to my eyelids,
(Psalms 132:5) Until I find a place for the LORD, A dwelling place for the Mighty One of Jacob."
(Psalms 132:6) Behold, we heard of it in Ephrathah; We found it in the fields of the woods.
Ephrathah . The location of Ephrathah has two possibilities
Probably not here a reference to Bethlehem but to Kiriath-jearim
or
"Ephrathah" is the ancient name for David's ancestral home, Bethlehem
1 Chronicles 13:6
6
And David went up, and all Israel, to Baalah, that is, to Kirjath-je'arim, which belonged to Judah, to bring up
thence the ark of God the LORD, that dwelleth between the cherubims, whose name is called on it.
Mic. 5:2
But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto
me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.
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Gen. 35:19
19
And Rachel died, and was buried in the way to Ephrath, which is Bethlehem.
The people resolved to worship in the place David had designated for the ark (the dwelling place; cf. Pss. 74:7; 76:2;
84:1; 132:5, 13, and footstool of the Lord). It was God’s dwelling place in the sense that it was His earthly throne. It was
called the ark of God’s might because in battle it symbolized God’s strength and victory.
(Psalms 132:7) Let us go into His tabernacle; Let us worship at His footstool.
(Psalms 132:8) Arise, O LORD, to Your resting place, You and the ark of Your strength.
132:6-8. The congregation recalled Israel’s hearing that the ark (v. 8) of the covenant was in Ephrathah and finding it. It
had rested for 20 years in Jaar (i.e., Kiriath Jearim, 1 Sam. 7:1-2) until David moved it to Zion (2 Sam. 6). (Ephrathah, also
called Ephrath, Gen. 35:16, 19; 48:7, was an older name for Bethlehem or the name of the area around Bethlehem.)
1 Samuel 7:1-2
1
And the men of Kirjath-je'arim came, and fetched up the ark of the LORD, and brought it into the house of
Abinadab in the hill, and sanctified Eleazar his son to keep the ark of the LORD.
2
And it came to pass, while the ark abode in Kirjath-je'arim, that the time was long; for it was twenty years: and all
the house of Israel lamented after the LORD.
(Psalms 132:9) Let Your priests be clothed with righteousness, And let Your saints shout for joy.
132:9-10. The people’s prayer for the Lord to visit them was accompanied by their prayer that the priests be clothed with
righteousness (cf. v. 16; Zech. 3:1-7), that the saints sing for joy, and that the Lord not reject David, His anointed king.
These verses were all a part of the people’s prayer when David established Zion as the center of God’s kingdom.
The psalmist here appropriated the prayer for the returnees from the Exile so that God would honor His promises to
David’s descendants as well. As the earlier community had followed the ark to its resting place and there prayed for blessing
on the priests and David, so this community prayed for the priests in their day, descendants of the covenant’s earlier
ministers.
(Psalms 132:10) For Your servant David's sake, Do not turn away the face of Your Anointed.
anointed. Refers to each successive Davidic king.
(Psalms 132:11) The LORD has sworn in truth to David; He will not turn from it: "I will set upon your throne the fruit of
your body.
Vs. 132:11-18 The ultimate fulfillment of the Davidic covenant will come in the millennial kingdom, in which Messiah,
ruling from Zion (Jerusalem), will bring peace and prosperity to the world. horn of David (v. 17).
Fruit.
David's posterity is assured.
Jeremiah 33:15
15
In those days, and at that time, will I cause the Branch of righteousness to grow up unto David; and he shall
execute judgment and righteousness in the land.
Ezekiel 29:21
21
In that day will I cause the horn of the house of Israel to bud forth, and I will give thee the opening of the mouth in
the midst of them; and they shall know that I am the LORD.
Zechariah 3:8
8
Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, thou, and thy fellows that sit before thee: for they are men wondered at: for,
behold, I will bring forth my servant the BRANCH.
These verses constitute an elaboration of God's promise made to David in 2 Sam. 7:8-16. If David's seed had remained
obedient, David's throne would not have been vacated between the fall of Jerusalem and the coming of the Messiah.
Nevertheless, the Davidic covenant finds its ultimate fulfillment in the Person of Jesus Christ (cf. Jer. 33:14-21; Luke 1:32,
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33). These two verses are very similar to 89:3, 4 and doubtless were in the mind of Peter when he preached on the Day of
Pentecost (cf. Acts 2:30).
(Psalms 132:12) If your sons will keep My covenant And My testimony which I shall teach them, Their sons also shall sit
upon your throne forevermore."
132:11-18. These verses record a revelation from the LORD confirming His earlier promises to David. The Lord
reiterated His oath to David that descendants of his would sit on David’s throne forever. The LORD then affirmed His choice
of Mount Zion (132:13-14) which He would bless… with abundant provisions, including food (cf. 111:5; 136:25; 145:15;
146:7) for the poor… salvation for the priests (cf. 132:9), and joy for the saints. God also promised the appearance and
crowning of His Anointed One, the Messiah (vv. 17-18).
The burning lamp is a figure from the furnishings of the tabernacle. Here it signifies the continuation of the Davidic
dynasty . The “Anointed One,” first David, then his descendants, and eventually the Messiah (Christ) will be triumphant over
His enemies.
An animal horn symbolized strength and vigor. Appropriately it sometimes was used of powerful rulers (cf. Dan. 7:24).
This horn will grow (s[a4mah[, lit., “sprout”). Zechariah may have had this passage in mind in his prayer (Luke 1:69). Related
to this verb is the noun s[emah[ (“Branch”), a messianic title (Jer. 23:5; 33:15; Zech. 3:8; 6:12). The expression then signifies
the messianic King, who is David’s Descendant. The “Branch” is the Coming One who will unite the offices of priest and
king.
Thus Psalm 132 is an encouraging confirmation that no matter what the circumstances, God’s promises will be fulfilled.
(Psalms 132:13) For the LORD has chosen Zion; He has desired it for His dwelling place:
(Psalms 132:14) "This is My resting place forever; Here I will dwell, for I have desired it.
(Psalms 132:15) I will abundantly bless her provision; I will satisfy her poor with bread.
(Psalms 132:16) I will also clothe her priests with salvation, And her saints shall shout aloud for joy.
(Psalms 132:17) There I will make the horn of David grow; I will prepare a lamp for My Anointed.
"Make the horn of David grow" is messianic in that it is prophetic of a mighty and powerful ruler yet to come .
A "lamp for My Anointed"
indicates the perpetuity and continuance of the Davidic throne in the Person of the Messiah
(Heb. Messiah;.
King David is called the "lamp of Israel"
2 Sam. 21:17)
17
But Abishai the son of Zeruiah succoured him, and smote the Philistine, and killed him. Then the men of David
sware unto him, saying, Thou shalt go no more out with us to battle, that thou quench not the light of Israel.
(Psalms 132:18) His enemies I will clothe with shame, But upon Himself His crown shall flourish."
Jeremiah 23:5
5
Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign
and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth.
PSALM ONE HUNDRED THIRTY THREE
Here the Psalmist David described the beauty of unity that exists among brethren.
Blessed Unity of the People of God
(Psalms 133:1) Behold, how good and how pleasant it is For brethren to dwell together in unity!
Ephesians 4:3
Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
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Unity of the brethren is pictured as being as precious as the oil of priestly consecration and as refreshing as the early
mountain dew.
In this short pilgrim psalm David exclaimed how wonderful it is for believers to dwell together in unity. This thought was
appropriate for the religious festivals when Israelite families came together to worship their Lord.
This exhortation to unity would, of course, be applicable to believers today .
Psalms 133:1: "Brethren" denotes the members of the larger family of Israel. National unity is likened to:
(1) The precious and sacred anointing oil used in the consecration of the high priest
(cf. Ex. 29:7; Lev. 8:12); and
(2) The refreshing and life -- giving dew, known for its abundance on the slopes of
Mount Hermon.
(Psalms 133:2) It is like the precious oil upon the head, Running down on the beard, The beard of Aaron, Running down
on the edge of his garments.
oil. The oil would also have run on the breastplate where the names of the 12 tribes were inscribed, further signifying the
unity of the nation.
David compared the unity mentioned in verse 1 to the oil that consecrated Aaron .
Leviticus 8:12
And he poured of the anointing oil upon Aaron's head, and anointed him, to sanctify him.
This imagery from the priesthood was appropriate because of the pilgrims being in Jerusalem. The oil poured on Aaron’s
head flowed down on his beard and shoulders, and onto the breastplate with the names of all 12 tribes. The oil thus
symbolized the unity of the nation in worship under their consecrated priest. As the oil consecrated Aaron, so the unity of
the worshipers in Jerusalem would consecrate the nation under God.
(Psalms 133:3) It is like the dew of Hermon, Descending upon the mountains of Zion; For there the LORD commanded the
blessing; Life forevermore.
David then compared the unity mentioned in verse 1 to the dew that covers the mountains.
The picture of oil running down (v. 2) no doubt suggested dew coming down from Mount Hermon in the north onto Mount
Zion. The dew of Hermon was heavy; it symbolized what was freshening and invigorating. The refreshing influence of the
worshiping community on the nation was similar to the dew on vegetation. This was a fitting symbol of the Lord’s
blessing on His people.
Since oil provided light in the tabernacle, it may have symbolized the presence of God.
John 9:5
As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.
John 8:12
Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but
shall have the light of life.
Matt 5:14
Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.
Luke 1:79
To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.
John 1:1-5
1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2
The same was in the beginning with God.
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3
4
5

All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.
In him was life; and the life was the light of men.
And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.

John 12:36
36
While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light. These things spake Jesus, and
departed, and did hide himself from them. (KJV)
John 12:46
46
I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness.
The common verb for "anoint" was mashah (Heb.), related to the noun mashiah, "anointed one," from which we get
"Messiah."
The equivalent Greek verb was chrio, from which comes "Christ."
In some cases, anointing referred only to the application of perfume
Deut 28:40
Thou shalt have olive trees throughout all thy coasts, but thou shalt not anoint thyself with the oil; for thine olive shall cast
his fruit.
Ruth 3:3
Wash thyself therefore, and anoint thee, and put thy raiment upon thee, and get thee down to the floor: but make not thyself
known unto the man, until he shall have done eating and drinking.
or medicine
Mark 6:13
And they cast out many devils, and anointed with oil many that were sick, and healed them.
Spiritual anointing could be performed on priests, kings.
1 Samuel 9:16
To morrow about this time I will send thee a man out of the land of Benjamin, and thou shalt anoint him to be captain over
my people Israel, that he may save my people out of the hand of the Philistines: for I have looked upon my people, because
their cry is come unto me.
prophets
1 Kings 19:16
16
And Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over Israel: and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abelmeholah
shalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy room.
or special objects
Genesis 31:13
I am the God of Bethel, where thou anointedst the pillar, and where thou vowedst a vow unto me: now arise, get thee out
from this land, and return unto the land of thy kindred.
exodus 30:26-28
26
And thou shalt anoint the tabernacle of the congregation therewith, and the ark of the testimony,
27
And the table and all his vessels, and the candlestick and his vessels, and the altar of incense,
28
And the altar of burnt offering with all his vessels, and the laver and his foot.
It symbolized separation to God for special use
1 Samuel 24:6
And he said unto his men, The LORD forbid that I should do this thing unto my master, the LORD's anointed, to stretch forth
mine hand against him, seeing he is the anointed of the LORD.
or divine enablement for special service
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1 Samuel 10:9
And it was so, that when he had turned his back to go from Samuel, God gave him another heart: and all those signs came
to pass that day.
isaiah 61:1
The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he
hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are
bound;
luke 4:18
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal
the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are
bruised,
acts 10:3
How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all
that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.
1 John 2:20
But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things.
Jesus, the Anointed One, is the final Prophet, Priest, and King, and the
Christian is His anointed servant.
PSALM ONE HUNDRED THIRTY FOUR
Addressing the priests and the Levites who kept watch at the temple, the pilgrim asked that heavenly blessings be given
them from Zion.
This benedictory conclusion to the pilgrim psalms calls on the priests to bless the Lord and be blessed by Him. This is a
fitting benediction to the 15 pilgrim psalms
Praising the LORD in His House at Night
(Psalms 134:1) Behold, bless the LORD, All you servants of the LORD, Who by night stand in the house of the LORD!
(Psalms 134:2) Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, And bless the LORD.
The pilgrim called on the priests, the Lord’s servants who ministered in the temple (the house of the LORD), to praise
Him with uplifted hands.
(Psalms 134:3) The LORD who made heaven and earth Bless you from Zion!
The pilgrim then prayed that the Creator (the Maker of heaven and earth would bless them. The passage forms a
fitting benediction to the pilgrim psalms (Pss. 120-134).
PSALM ONE HUNDRED THIRTY FIVE
This song of praise is a mosaic of the Law, the Prophets, and the Psalms. In it the psalmist called on the priests to praise
the Lord, so it builds on Psalm 134. It is a song of praising the Lord’s greatness and faithfulness to His people.
Praise to God in Creation and Redemption
(Psalms 135:1) Praise the LORD! Praise the name of the LORD; Praise Him, O you servants of the LORD!
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This anthology of praise begins with a call to praise the Lord because of His goodness and choice of Israel (vv. 1-4),
because of His greatness as Lord of creation (vv. 5-7) and Lord of history (vv. 8-18), and concludes with a renewed call to
praise -verse 21.
Praise the LORD.

Hebrew ., Hallelujah. Also verses 3 and 21.

(Psalms 135:2) You who stand in the house of the LORD, In the courts of the house of our God,

135:1-3. Following the introductory Praise the LORD (halelu=-ya4h;), the psalmist called the priests, the servants of the
LORD in the temple, to praise Him . The preliminary reasons are that God is good and praise… is pleasant.
(Psalms 135:3) Praise the LORD, for the LORD is good; Sing praises to His name, for it is pleasant.
(Psalms 135:4) For the LORD has chosen Jacob for Himself, Israel for His special treasure.
135:4-7. The reasons for praise given in verses 4-18 all stress God’s sovereignty. First, He chose Israel as His treasured
possession (cf. Deut. 7:6).
Second, He is greater than all the pagan gods. So He is sovereign, doing whatever pleases Him (cf. Ps. 115:3), in the
heavens and on the earth (cf. Jer. 10:13), including control over clouds… lightning, and wind.
Deuteronomy 7:6
For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God: the LORD thy God hath chosen
thee to be a special people
unto himself, above all people that are upon the face of
the earth.
(Psalms 135:5) For I know that the LORD is great, And our Lord is above all gods.
(Psalms 135:6) Whatever the LORD pleases He does, In heaven and in earth, In the seas and in all deep places.
Psalm 115:3
But our God is in the heavens: he hath done whatsoever he hath pleased.
(Psalms 135:7) He causes the vapors to ascend from the ends of the earth; He makes lightning for the rain; He brings the
wind out of His treasuries.
Jeremiah 10:13
When he uttereth his voice, there is a multitude of waters in the heavens, and he
causeth the vapours to ascend from
the ends of the earth; he maketh lightnings with rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of his treasures.
Job 38:22
Hast thou entered into the treasures of the snow? or hast thou seen the treasures of

the hail,

(Psalms 135:8) He destroyed the firstborn of Egypt, Both of man and beast.
135:8-12. This theme is now expanded in relationship to Israel’s history.
In the Exodus (vv. 8-9) God defeated Egypt, smiting their firstborn (the 10th plague;) after sending other signs and
wonders (plagues 1-9).
(Psalms 135:9) He sent signs and wonders into the midst of you, O Egypt, Upon Pharaoh and all his servants.
(Psalms 135:10) He defeated many nations And slew mighty kings;
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God destroyed nations and kings to give Israel her land. Sihon and Og were two powerful kings the Lord helped Israel
destroy just before they entered the land which was their inheritance.
(Psalms 135:11) Sihon king of the Amorites, Og king of Bashan, And all the kingdoms of Canaan;
Sihon and Og were two kings of the Transjordan (east of the Jordan) defeated by the Israelites during the wilderness period.
(Psalms 135:12) And gave their land as a heritage, A heritage to Israel His people.
(Psalms 135:13) Your name, O LORD, endures forever, Your fame, O LORD, throughout all generations.
135:13-14. The sovereignty of God is then mentioned in reference to Israel’s future history. The LORD, who is eternal,
will vindicate His people because of His compassion on them.
(Psalms 135:14) For the LORD will judge His people, And He will have compassion on His servants.
judge = vindicate.
(Psalms 135:15) The idols of the nations are silver and gold, The work of men's hands.
(Psalms 135:16) They have mouths, but they do not speak; Eyes they have, but they do not see;
Idols cannot speak, see, hear, breathe, or save.
(Psalms 135:17) They have ears, but they do not hear; Nor is there any breath in their mouths.
135:15-18. If verses 8-12 correspond with verse 4, then verses 15-18 correspond with verse 5. The psalmist gave
specific illustrations of the Lord’s sovereignty over pagan gods (cf. 115:4-8). They were, he declared created by… men
(135:15). Idols cannot speak… see… hear or breathe (perhaps v. 17b means they cannot smell). Most importantly, they
cannot save (v. 18).
(Psalms 135:18) Those who make them are like them; So is everyone who trusts in them.
(Psalms 135:19) Bless the LORD, O house of Israel! Bless the LORD, O house of Aaron!

135:19-21. The psalmist reiterated his call for Israel and her priests (house of Aaron) and Levites (house of Levi) to
praise God from Zion. The psalm closes with the same words with which it began (Praise the LORD;).
(Psalms 135:20) Bless the LORD, O house of Levi! You who fear the LORD, bless the LORD!
(Psalms 135:21) Blessed be the LORD out of Zion, Who dwells in Jerusalem! Praise the LORD!
PSALM ONE HUNDRED THIRTY SIX
This psalm is similar to Psalm 135, except that it has a refrain which stresses the theme. The theme is “praise the LORD
who performed great wonders,” and the refrain is “because of His enduring loyal love.”
In Jewish liturgy (ceremony) it is called "the Great Hallel," recited at the Passover meal after the "Lesser Hallel." (Ps. 113118).
The structure of Psalm 136 suggests that it was used antiphonally (opposite) in worship, with one part of the
congregation making a statement or phrase and the other part responding with the refrain
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Ezra 3:11
And they sang together by course in praising and giving thanks unto the LORD; because he is good, for his mercy
endureth for ever toward Israel. And all the people shouted with a great shout, when they praised the LORD, because the
foundation of the house of the LORD was laid.
The Lord’s loyal love (h[esed{), mentioned in each of the 26 refrains, is His covenant faithfulness to His Chosen People
whom He loves. The celebration of God’s love in this liturgical (ritual) psalm gave Israel a favorite song for festivals.
Thanksgiving to God for His Enduring Mercy
Yahweh
(Psalms 136:1) Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever.
Punctuated by the refrain exalting the Lord's steadfast love this hymn opens with a call to praise (vv. 1-3) because of God's
great deeds in nature (vv. 4-9), His gracious actions in the history of Israel (vv. 10-22), and His mercy toward all (vv. 23-25),
and closes with another call to praise (v. 26).
Elohim
(Psalms 136:2) Oh, give thanks to the God of gods! For His mercy endures forever.
136:1-3. The psalmist called the congregation to thank (cf. v. 26) the LORD, who is the God of gods and the Lord of
lords (cf. Deut. 10:17). Between each expression here and throughout the psalm the reason for the praise is expressed: His
loyal love endures forever.
Deuteronomy 10:17
For the LORD your God is God of gods, and Lord of lords, a great God, a mighty, and a terrible, which regardeth not
persons, nor taketh reward:
Adonay
(Psalms 136:3) Oh, give thanks to the Lord of lords! For His mercy endures forever:
referring to God:
1) my Lord, my Lord and my God
2) Adonai (parallel with Yahweh)
(Psalms 136:4) To Him who alone does great wonders, For His mercy endures forever;
136:4-9. Verse 4 provides the introductory summary of the cause for praise: the marvelous acts (wonders) that issued
from God’s loyal love.
The first example of His wonders for man is Creation (vv. 5-9). He made the heavens, stretched out the earth, and made the
great lights (the sun.… the moon, and the stars).
(Psalms 136:5) To Him who by wisdom made the heavens, For His mercy endures forever;
(Psalms 136:6) To Him who laid out the earth above the waters, For His mercy endures forever;
(Psalms 136:7) To Him who made great lights, For His mercy endures forever;
(Psalms 136:8) The sun to rule by day, For His mercy endures forever;
(Psalms 136:9) The moon and stars to rule by night, For His mercy endures forever.
(Psalms 136:10) To Him who struck Egypt in their firstborn, For His mercy endures forever;
136:10-25. The second example of God’s marvelous works was His aid to Israel.
The psalmist related that the Lord: (a) triumphed over Egypt in the 10th plague (v. 10; cf. 135:8) and in bringing Israel.…
with a mighty hand and outstretched arm across the Red Sea led His people through the wilderness (v. 16); and (c)
triumphed over the kings of the land (including Sihon and Og, vv. 17-20 to establish His people in the land safely (136:2122;). In all this God worked on behalf of His people who had been enslaved, freeing them from their enemies (136:23-24).
(Psalms 136:11) And brought out Israel from among them, For His mercy endures forever;
(Psalms 136:12) With a strong hand, and with an outstretched arm, For His mercy endures forever;
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(Psalms 136:13) To Him who divided the Red Sea in two, For His mercy endures forever;
(Psalms 136:14) And made Israel pass through the midst of it, For His mercy endures forever;
(Psalms 136:15) But overthrew Pharaoh and his army in the Red Sea, For His mercy endures forever;
(Psalms 136:16) To Him who led His people through the wilderness, For His mercy endures forever;
(Psalms 136:17) To Him who struck down great kings, For His mercy endures forever;
(Psalms 136:18) And slew famous kings, For His mercy endures forever;
(Psalms 136:19) Sihon king of the Amorites, For His mercy endures forever;
(Psalms 136:20) And Og king of Bashan, For His mercy endures forever;
(Psalms 136:21) And gave their land as a heritage, For His mercy endures forever;
(Psalms 136:22) A heritage to Israel His servant, For His mercy endures forever.
(Psalms 136:23) Who remembered us in our lowly state, For His mercy endures forever;
(Psalms 136:24) And rescued us from our enemies, For His mercy endures forever;
(Psalms 136:25) Who gives food to all flesh, For His mercy endures forever.
The third demonstration of His enduring love was feeding every creature (v. 25)
El - the abode of God
(Psalms 136:26) Oh, give thanks to the God of heaven! For His mercy endures forever.
Π∩Λ⇐ Heaven in Hebrew is Sha ma’ yim which means celestial
As the psalmist concluded this psalm, he again called for thanks (cf. vv. 1-3) to be given to the God of heaven because
of His enduring love. This is the only place in the Book of Psalms where this title of God is used (God of heaven)
PSALM ONE HUNDRED THIRTY SEVEN
AN IMPRECATORY PSALM
A PSALM OF EXILE
In pathetic but beautiful language the exiled psalmist mourned the plight of those who wept in a strange land and could
not sing their songs of Zion. Opposite to his intense love for Zion was his hatred for the destroyers of Zion; so he turned to
voice imprecations against Edom and Babylon who had destroyed the city of God.
Reflecting the exilic period, this psalm may have been written toward the end of the Babylonian Captivity. Perhaps
the psalmist felt that the Persians’ kind treatment of the Babylonians was an insufficient judgment on those who devastated
Israel.
Longing for Zion in a Foreign Land
(Psalms 137:1) By the rivers of Babylon, There we sat down, yea, we wept When we remembered Zion.
Ch. 137 In this Song of the Exiles, the psalmist mourns the plight of captive Jews (vv. 1-4), expresses his love for Jerusalem
(vv. 5-6), and imprecates against Israel's enemies (vv. 7-9).
The psalmist recalled that the exiles in Babylon… sat down and wept over the destruction of Zion (Jerusalem). The
rivers refer to the Euphrates and the canals and waterways stemming from it.
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the rivers of Babylon. The Euphrates and its tributaries, the Chebar and numerous canals of the area.
This is most assuredly an exilic psalm, as the psalmist meditates on the despair of the Babylonian captivity.
(Psalms 137:2) We hung our harps Upon the willows in the midst of it.
137:2-4. So great was the exiles’ grief that even the singers were silent. The exiles hung their harps on poplar trees (v. 2)
for they could not sing their songs about their homeland when their oppressors taunted them to sing of glorious Zion (v. 3),
as the Israelites were in a hostile foreign land (v. 4).
(Psalms 137:3) For there those who carried us away captive asked of us a song, And those who plundered us requested
mirth, Saying, "Sing us one of the songs of Zion!"
Though their Babylonian captors taunted them to sing songs of Zion, the Israelites in their grief hung their harps on the trees.
The songs of Zion

-

the words of a song

(Psalms 137:4) How shall we sing the Lord's song In a foreign land?
(Psalms 137:5) If I forget you, O Jerusalem, Let my right hand forget its skill!
The psalmist vowed to retain Jerusalem in his memory. He wished that his right hand would forget its skill and that he
would become mute if he failed to remember…
(Psalms 137:6) If I do not remember you, Let my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth; If I do not exalt Jerusalem Above
my chief joy.
Jerusalem, his highest joy. The people’s intense grief over the destruction of their city (where the tribes gathered to praise
the Lord) is contrasted here with their greatest joy.
(Psalms 137:7) Remember, O LORD, against the sons of Edom The day of Jerusalem, Who said, "Raze it, raze it, To its
very foundation!"
This is a plea for God to remember… the Edomites (cf. the psalmist’s remembering, v. 6) who had rejoiced while the
city of Jerusalem was being destroyed and encouraged the destroyers So the psalmist wanted God to bring retribution on
Edom.
This section is an imprecation against the Edomites, i.e., the descendants of Esau, for their atrocious crimes against
Jerusalem
Amos 1:11-12
11
Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of Edom, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof;
because he did pursue his brother with the sword, and did cast off all pity, and his anger did tear perpetually, and he kept his
wrath for ever:
12
But I will send a fire upon Teman, which shall devour the palaces of Bozrah.
(Psalms 137:8) O daughter of Babylon, who are to be destroyed, Happy the one who repays you as you have served us!
This is perhaps the most painful imprecation in the Book of Psalms. To the exiled psalmist, those who had
ravaged the Holy Land deserved no better. Great sadness and bitterness filled the hearts of the Israelites who were in
captivity
(Psalms 137:9) Happy the one who takes and dashes Your little ones against the rock!
Isaiah 13:16
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Their children also shall be dashed to pieces before their eyes; their houses shall be spoiled, and their wives ravished.
The stern law of retaliation demanded that Babylon be treated as she had treated Jerusalem (including killing children).
Deut 19:21
21
And thine eye shall not pity; but life shall go for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.
The psalmist addressed his curse to Babylon directly. The Babylonians should note that the Lord would destroy them
measure for measure, that is, their little ones would be dashed against the rocks for the Babylonians apparently had done this
to the Jerusalemites.
PSALM ONE HUNDRED THIRTY EIGHT
David vowed to praise the Lord’s loyal love and goodness for answering his prayer. He made known his wish that all
kings would acknowledge the Lord’s favor to the lowly, and then expressed his confidence that the Lord would also deliver
him by His loyal love.
The LORD'S Goodness to the Faithful
(Psalms 138:1) I will praise You with my whole heart; Before the gods I will sing praises to You.
In this thanksgiving psalm, the psalmist praises God for answered prayer (vv. 1-3), for His plan for the world (vv. 4-6), and
for His purposes for himself (vv. 7-8).
"The gods" is a reference to the pagan idols of Israel's neighbors. The psalmist is challenging these deities by extolling
the God of Israel before their faces .
(Psalms 138:2) I will worship toward Your holy temple, And praise Your name For Your lovingkindness and Your truth;
For You have magnified Your word above all Your name.
David vowed to praise the LORD wholeheartedly before the “gods,” and to worship Him in the temple for His loyal
love… faithfulness , name, and Word. “gods” could refer to the pagan gods, in which case David was praising the true
God in spite of their supposed presence. Or “gods” may refer to human leaders (as judges or kings), though pagan gods
seems preferable here.
The reason David would praise the Lord is that God had answered his prayer, thus strengthening his faith.
word. -

God's answer to the psalmist's prayer surpassed all that he had previously known His name to signify.

(Psalms 138:3) In the day when I cried out, You answered me, And made me bold with strength in my soul.
(Psalms 138:4) All the kings of the earth shall praise You, O LORD, When they hear the words of Your mouth.
Vs. 138:4 A prayer that will not be fully answered until the millennial reign of Christ.
(Psalms 138:5) Yes, they shall sing of the ways of the LORD, For great is the glory of the LORD.
138:4-5. David prayed that all the kings would acknowledge and praise God when they heard of His Word and His great
glory.
(Psalms 138:6) Though the LORD is on high, Yet He regards the lowly; But the proud He knows from afar.
138:6-8. David explained that the LORD should be praised (vv. 4-5) because He does not judge by human standards.
Though He is on high , He looks to the lowly , not to the proud.
David expressed confidence that the LORD would deliver him from his foes by His right hand (His power) and according
to His loyal love. Even though David was confident in the LORD, he asked that God not let him down.
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(Psalms 138:7) Though I walk in the midst of trouble, You will revive me; You will stretch out Your hand Against the
wrath of my enemies, And Your right hand will save me.
(Psalms 138:8) The LORD will perfect that which concerns me; Your mercy, O LORD, endures forever; Do not forsake
the works of Your hands.
The psalmist expresses confidence in the will of God, whose lovingkindness (steadfast, faithful love) is forever.
PSALM ONE HUNDRED THIRTY NINE
God’s omniscience- all knowing,
omnipresence- everywhere, and omnipotence- all powerful, are the subjects
of David’s meditations in this beautiful psalm. In this psalm David asked God to examine him thoroughly to affirm his
innocence. The psalm has four strophes(sections) of six verses each for a total of 24 verses.
The message progresses significantly from one subject to another. His first meditation is on God’s knowledge, that every
aspect of his life was searched out and controlled by what the Lord knew. He then realized it was impossible to escape from
such omniscient control, no matter how far or fast he might go, for God is everywhere. David then stated that God has such
control over him because in His power He created Him secretly and planned his life with great care.
On the basis of these meditations, David then affirmed his loyalty to God and prayed for God to prove him by
examining him.
God's Perfect Knowledge of Man
see verse 23
(Psalms 139:1) O LORD, You have searched me and known me.
Chagar - Searched - examine, thoroughly investigate
139:1. The theme of verses 1-6 is announced in the opening verse: the LORD knew David penetratingly. David said
God’s knowledge came as if He had scoured every detail of David’s life and thus knew him intimately.
Psalms 139:1: This psalm contains the clearest expression of the attributes and character of God to be found in the
Psalter.
One could hardly describe the omniscience and omnipresence of God more effectively.
As David meditated upon God's omniscience, which includes actions (vv. 2, 3), words (v. 4), and thoughts (v. 2), it was
apparently more than he could comprehend
Rom. 11:33
O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways
past finding out!
(Psalms 139:2) You know my sitting down and my rising up; You understand my thought afar off.
My motives all the time
Afar evidently refers not to space but to time.
139:2-4. Samples of how well God knew David are stated here. The Lord (You is emphatic in Heb) knew every move he
made; the two opposites of sitting and rising represent all his actions (this is a figure of speech known as a merism;). God
knew not only David’s actions; He also knew his motivations (thoughts; cf. v. 17).
(Psalms 139:3) You comprehend my path and my lying down, And are acquainted with all my ways.
The daily activities of the psalmist were also thoroughly familiar to the Lord. The opposites of going out in the morning
and lying down at night represent the whole day’s activities (another merism;).
(Psalms 139:4) For there is not a word on my tongue, But behold, O LORD, You know it altogether.
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But the one sample that epitomizes God’s omniscience is in verse 4. Before the psalmist could frame a word on his
tongue, the LORD was thoroughly familiar with what he was about to say. (The Heb. for “word” is milla=h and the similarsounding word for completely is ku4lla4h.)
(Psalms 139:5) You have hedged me behind and before, And laid Your hand upon me.
139:5-6. David’s initial response to this staggering knowledge was that he was troubled. Like many who respond to the
fact of God’s omniscience, he thought it was confining, that God had besieged him and cupped His hand over him.
(Psalms 139:6) Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; It is high, I cannot attain it.
Moreover, this kind of knowledge was out of David’s control—it was too wonderful for him. The word “wonderful” is
in the emphatic position, at the beginning of the sentence. On the meaning of “wonderful” as “extraordinary or surpassing,”.
In other words divine omniscience is too high for humans to comprehend .
(Psalms 139:7) Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence?
These verses present the omnipresence of God in no uncertain terms. To escape from His presence is utterly impossible.
Verse 7 equates the presence of God with the Holy Spirit.
139:7. The thought of such confining knowledge (vv. 1-6) may have prompted David’s desire to escape, as verses 7-12
suggest. This is indicated in verse 7 by two rhetorical questions: there is absolutely no place where he could escape from
the presence of the Lord
Jer. 23:24
24
Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him? saith the LORD. Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith
the LORD.
(Psalms 139:8) If I ascend into heaven, You are there; If I make my bed in hell, behold, You are there.
139:8-10. Hypothetical examples of where David might try to escape are given here. He first asserted that the Lord is
present in the heavens above and in sheol (NIV marg.) below. These opposites signify that all areas in between are also in the
Lord’s presence.
(Psalms 139:9) If I take the wings of the morning, And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
Moreover, if he could fly at the speed of light (the wings of the dawn) from the east across the sky to the west (far side
of the Mediterranean Sea) he could not escape from the Lord.
(Psalms 139:10) Even there Your hand shall lead me, And Your right hand shall hold me.
God’s presence then began to take on a new meaning for the psalmist, as if the light were dawning on him. Now, he
stated, the hand of the Lord would lead and comfort him.
(Psalms 139:11) If I say, "Surely the darkness shall fall on me," Even the night shall be light about me;
139:11-12. David developed the theme of light a little further. The darkness might bruise him (probably referring to the
oppressive nature of darkness).
(Psalms 139:12) Indeed, the darkness shall not hide from You, But the night shines as the day; The darkness and the light
are both alike to You.
(Hide is an interpretive rendering of s]u=p{, “to crush or bruise”.
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But David could not be concealed from God, for darkness and light are the same to Him because of His omniscience and
omnipresence.
(Psalms 139:13) For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother's womb.
139:13-14. The theme of verses 13-18 is announced here: the Lord (You is emphatic in Heb) created him in his
mother’s womb. The language is figurative in that creating and knitting describe God’s sovereign superintendence over the
natural process of reproduction.
This fact prompted the psalmist to break forth in praise over the thought of how marvelously he had been made. Even
David’s rudimentary knowledge of the marvels of the human body led him to be in awe and wonder. The words wonderfully
and wonderful are mindful of God’s marvelous knowledge
Psalms 139:13: (vv. 13-16) This passage extols God for His marvelous work in human creation and constitutes the most
important pericope in Scripture on one's self-image. God prescribed the custom design for each individual (vv. 14-16) to
equip one for specific achievement and purpose.
1Thes 1:4
Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God.
Rom. 9:20
20
Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast
thou made me thus?
Isa. 43:7
7
Even every one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my glory, I have formed him; yea, I have
made him.
The Creator never finishes but continues to edify and build up the creation because, as the Creator, He receives
glory or dishonor according to the fruits of His creation
Matt. 5:16
16
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.
Eph. 2:10
10
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we
should walk in them.
1 Pet. 5:10
10
But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a
while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.
The importance of self-image is threefold:
(1) to realize one's own potential, one must see his worth as God's creation
Gen. 1:26
And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and
over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.
Matt. 19:19
Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.
Eph 2:10
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk
in them.
(2) to relate to others, one must develop his own unique testimony
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1 Cor. 3:2
I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able.
1 Pet. 3:15
But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the
hope that is in you with meekness and fear:
(3) to relate to God, one must honor Him as the Creator/Designer
Rom 9:20, 21
20
Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast
thou made me thus?
21
Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto
dishonour?
One can achieve a wholesome self-image by recognizing the lordship of the Creator in his life
Rom. 8:28
28
And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to
his purpose.
Eph. 2:10
10
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we
should walk in them.
through a continuous and systematic quiet time of reading the Word and praying and through a careful assessment of one's
priorities
Matt. 6:33
But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.
Col. 4:5
Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time.
and by building a personal image according to God's blueprint. God does not assess personal worth as man does, for He
looks beyond the bodily frame to the picture within
1 Sam. 16:7
7
But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have
refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on
the heart.
Prov. 15:13
A merry heart maketh a cheerful countenance: but by sorrow of the heart the spirit is broken.
1 Pet. 3:3, 4
3
Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of
apparel;
4
But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet
spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.
Even the most obnoxious negative traits can be transformed by the Creator into positive qualities
Rom. 12:2
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
and even the most tragic circumstances can be overruled or redirected to good by the providence of God
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Rom. 8:28
And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his
purpose.
Because one's physical characteristics are prescribed by God and not by the accident of genetics, to criticize the creation is to
blame the Creator .
Isa. 45:9, 10
9
Woe unto him that striveth with his Maker! Let the potsherd strive with the potsherds of the earth. Shall the clay say
to him that fashioneth it, What makest thou? or thy work, He hath no hands?
10
Woe unto him that saith unto his father, What begettest thou? or to the woman, What hast thou brought forth?
"Skillfully wrought [lit. `embroidered'] in the lowest parts of the earth" (v. 15) is poetic language for his formation in the
darkness of the womb.
(Psalms 139:14) I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Marvelous are Your works, And that my soul
knows very well.
The thought that darkness cannot conceal anyone from the Lord (vv. 11-12) brought to David’s mind this meditation in
verses 13-18: God knew all about him when He created him in his mother’s womb. Verse 13 begins with “For,” indicating
that this strophe (vv. 13-18) explains the preceding two strophes (vv. 1-6, 7-12): since God can create a person, He certainly
knows him intimately and is with him everywhere.
(Psalms 139:15) My frame was not hidden from You, When I was made in secret, And skillfully wrought in the lowest parts
of the earth.
139:15-16. Then David stressed certain features of God’s superintendence over him. In the womb he was woven
together (lit., “embroidered”; cf. “knit,” v. 13, suggesting his veins and arteries). When he was being formed in the womb he
was as remote to the human eye as the lower part of the earth (cf. comments on Job 1:21). But God saw every detail. David’s
frame means his skeleton and his unformed body is his embryo. Moreover, God prerecorded all the days of the psalmist
before he was even born. This statement may mean that God determined how long he would live, but in view of verses 1-4, it
more likely refers to everyday details. God marvelously planned out his life.
(Psalms 139:16) Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book they all were written, The days
fashioned for me, When as yet there were none of them.
"My substance, being yet unformed" (v. 16) refers to the embryo. Verse 16 affirms God's prior knowledge of David's life -all the way from the preembryonic stage through death. The Bible thus avows that personhood exists from the very moment
of conception. This is a very important matter in the question of abortion. Abortion, from the biblical perspective, is nothing
less than murder.
Jer. 1:5
5
Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I
ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.
(Psalms 139:17) How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God! How great is the sum of them!
139:17-18. This thought led David to conclude that the Lord’s plans (thoughts; cf. v. 2) for His people are most precious
and in fact are innumerable.
(Psalms 139:18) If I should count them, they would be more in number than the sand; When I awake, I am still with You.
They are also most relevant, for each morning when he awakened, God was still with him, extending His thoughts toward
him.
(Psalms 139:19) Oh, that You would slay the wicked, O God! Depart from me, therefore, you bloodthirsty men.
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The psalmist’s attention then turned to the trouble he was in. So he asserted his loyalty to the Lord and took
comfort from his knowledge of the Lord’s presence.
The psalmist petitioned God to slay the wicked men who were trying to kill him.
(Psalms 139:20) For they speak against You wickedly; Your enemies take Your name in vain.
These enemies apparently were taking the name of the LORD in vain using it for an evil purpose.
Ex. 20:7
Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in
vain.
(Psalms 139:21) Do I not hate them, O LORD, who hate You? And do I not loathe those who rise up against You?
Because they were God’s enemies, David affirmed that they were his enemies too and that he would have nothing to do with
them. To hate them meant to reject them to disavow any association with them.
(Psalms 139:22) I hate them with perfect hatred; I count them my enemies.
(Psalms 139:23) Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me, and know my anxieties;
139:23-24. David concluded this psalm with a prayer for God to search and test him in order to prove his loyalty, thus
showing that he was not like the wicked .
The verb “to search,” is also used in verse 1 in a statement about God. David
asked God to test him as a refiner tests metal. Since God knows everything (cf. vv. 1-6) He would also know David’s
anxious thoughts (the same Heb. word is rendered “anxiety” in 94:19).
(Psalms 139:24) And see if there is any wicked way in me, And lead me in the way everlasting.
God would also know if the psalmist had any offensive way (lit., “way of pain,” i.e., pain caused by being afflicted for
wrongdoing). Such an examination David was convinced, would yield evidence of his loyalty. The Lord in His leading
would then preserve his life (everlasting, (o=la4m, probably means prolonged life) here as he followed the Lord.
All believers who come to understand the attributes of God discussed in this psalm find them a great source of comfort,
and a great prompting to obey Him.
PSALM ONE HUNDRED FORTY
Psalm 140, a psalm of individual lament ascribed to David, is particularly concerned with the wicked. David’s
desire for the judgment of the Lord to come upon the wicked identifies this poem as an imprecatory psalm.
The structure of Ps. 140 is as follows:
(1) a petition that David be delivered from the wicked (vv. 1–3);
(2) a petition that David be kept from the wicked (vv. 4, 5);
(3) a confession of trust in the Lord (vv. 6–8);
(4) a prayer for the punishment of the wicked (vv. 9–11);
(5) a declaration that the Lord will deliver the afflicted (vv. 12, 13).
1 Deliver me, O LORD, from the evil man: preserve me from the violent man;
Deliver me, O LORD, from the evil man—That is, evidently from some particular man who was endeavoring to injure
him; some personal enemy. All the circumstances mentioned agree well with the supposition that Saul is intended.
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Deliver me: David cries out to the Lord for deliverance from the wicked, who continually harm the innocent. The
words violent men are repeated in v. 4. The word violent describes people who are harsh and ruthless, who plan the
destruction of the righteous. They are purposefully evil and will be satisfied only if they can participate in the
destruction of God’s people. But God is always ready to deliver His precious ones from their grasp.
Preserve me from the violent man—Margin, as in Hebrew, “man of violences.” That is, one who has committed violence
so often, who has so frequently done wrong, that this may be considered a characteristic of the man. This would apply
well to the repeated acts of Saul in persecuting David, and endeavoring to do him injury.
2 Which imagine mischiefs in their heart; continually are they gathered together for war.
Which imagine mischiefs in their heart—Here the language is changed to the plural number in the Hebrew, implying
that while there was one man who was eminent in his wickedness and his wrong-doing, there were many others
associated with him, acting under his direction. The word “mischiefs” in the Hebrew means “evils; wickednesses.” It
was not a single purpose; the plan embraced many forms of evil—doing him wrong in every way possible.
Continually are they gathered together for war—They are organized for this purpose; they are constantly prepared
for it. The word rendered “gathered together” properly means to sojourn, to dwell for a time; and it has been
proposed by some to render this, “All the day they dwell with wars;” that is, they are constantly involved in them. But
the word may mean also “to gather together,” as in Ps. 56:6
3 They have sharpened their tongues like a serpent; adders' poison is under their lips. Selah.
They have sharpened their tongues like a serpent—Compare the notes at Ps. 64:3. The idea here is, that since the
tongue of the serpent “seems” to be sharp, pointed, adapted to penetrate (and probably the original reference in the
image was derived from that idea), the wound inflicted is by the serpent’s tongue—“as if” with a hard, penetrating
point. It is now known, however, that it is by a tooth—a single tooth, made flexible for the purpose—at the root of
which a small bag containing the poison is located, which is injected through an orifice in the tooth into the wound.
The meaning here is, that the words spoken by such persons—by their tongues—were like the poison produced by the
bite of a serpent.
Adders’ poison is under their lips—The asp or adder is among the most poisonous of serpents. Thus, Cleopatra of
Egypt is said to have destroyed her own life by an asp, which she had concealed for that purpose. This passage is
quoted in Rom. 3:13, as a proof of human depravity. See the notes at that verse.
4 Keep me, O LORD, from the hands of the wicked; preserve me from the violent man; who have purposed to
overthrow my goings.
Keep me, O LORD, from the hands of the wicked …—See the notes at Ps. 71:4. This is a repetition of the prayer in Ps.
140:1.
Who have purposed to overthrow my goings—To thrust me down as I go; to defeat my plans; to destroy me. They
endeavor to prevent my accomplishing what I had designed to do.
5 The proud have hid a snare for me, and cords; they have spread a net by the wayside; they have set gins for me.
Selah.
The proud have hid a snare for me—Haughty; arrogant; oppressive men. See Ps. 35:7, note; 57:6, note.
And cords—Strings; twine; as those do who lay a net to catch birds, and who design to spring it upon them
unawares.
They have spread a net by the wayside—Where I may be expected to walk, and where it may be suddenly sprung
upon me.
They have set gins for me—Snares, toils—such as are set for wild beasts. The meaning is, that they had not only
made open war upon him, but they had sought to bring him into an ambush—to rush upon him suddenly when he
was not on his guard, and did not know that, danger was near.
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6 I said unto the LORD, Thou art my God: hear the voice of my supplications, O LORD.
I said unto the LORD, Thou art my God …—In all these dangers from open war, in all these perils from a crafty
enemy lying in ambush, my only refuge was God; my hope was in him alone. From all these dangers, seen and unseen,
I knew that he could defend me, and I confidently believed that he would.
With the words You are my God, David confesses his complete trust in the Lord even though he is surrounded by
people plotting his destruction. On the basis of his trust, he now pleads with the Lord to deliver him.
7 O GOD the Lord, the strength of my salvation, thou hast covered my head in the day of battle.
O GOD the Lord …—literally, “YAHWEH, Lord, the strength of my salvation”
The word rendered “God,” in the original, is ∑ ⊇ ΨΑΗΩΕΗ. The address is to
YAHWEH as the Lord; that is, as the supreme Ruler—who presides over all
things. Him the psalmist acknowledged as “his” Lord and Ruler. The phrase “the
strength of my salvation” means the strength or power on which my safety
depends. I have no other hope of deliverance but in thee.
Thou hast covered my head in the day of battle—Thou hast been a shield
unto me. Literally, “In the day of arms,” or of armor, 1 Kings 10:25; Ezek. 39:910.
8 Grant not, O LORD, the desires of the wicked: further not his wicked device; lest they exalt themselves. Selah.
Grant not, O LORD, the desires of the wicked—That is, in the matter under consideration. Let them not accomplish
their desire in my destruction. Let them not succeed in their designs against me. The prayer, however, “may” be used
more generally. It is proper to pray that the desires of the wicked, as wicked people, may not be granted to them; that
they may “not” be successful in their purposes. Success in such desires would be only an injury to themselves and to
the world. It is proper to pray that the purposes of the wicked may be defeated, and that they may be led to abandon
their designs and to seek better ends. For this, in fact, we always pray when we pray for their conversion.
Further not his wicked device—His purpose against me.
Lest they exalt themselves—Lest they attribute it to their own skill, wisdom, or valor, and lest they pride themselves
on their success. To succeed in a righteous cause makes a man humble and grateful; in a bad cause, proud, and
forgetful of God. The margin here is, “Let them not be exalted.” The meaning is, that success would at the same time
elate them in their own estimation, and increase their bad influence in the world. It is, on every account, a benevolent
prayer that wicked people may “not” be successful in their plans of iniquity.
9 As for the head of those that compass me about, let the mischief of their own lips cover them.
As for the head of those that compass me about—Luther renders this, “The calamity which my enemies design
against me must fall upon their own heads.” The passage stands in contrast with Ps. 140:7: “Thou hast covered my
head,” etc. As for his own head, it had been protected in the day of battle. In reference now to the heads of his
enemies—of those that compassed him about—he prays that what they had designed for “his” head might come by a
just retribution on their own. The phrase “compass me about” refers to his enemies as being numerous, and as
surrounding him on every side. See Ps. 40:12; 88:17; 109:3; 118:10-12.
Let the mischief of their own lips cover them—Come upon them. The mischief which they have designed against me;
that which they have conspired to bring on me. The reference is to a combination against him, or to some agreement
which they had made to destroy him.
10 Let burning coals fall upon them: let them be cast into the fire; into deep pits, that they rise not up again.
Let burning coals fall upon them—Let them be punished, “as if” burning coals were poured upon them. See Ps. 11:6,
note; 18:12-13, notes; 120:4, note.
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Let them be cast into the fire—Punished as if they were cast into the fire and consumed.
Into deep pits, that they rise not up again—That they may utterly perish. This was one mode of punishing, by casting
a man into a deep pit from which he could not escape, and leaving him to die, Gen. 37:20, 24; Ps. 9:15; 35:7; Jer. 41:7.
Let burning coals fall upon them: Here David recalls the judgment of Sodom and Gomorrah (11:6; Gen. 19:12–29)
and asks God to use this particular judgment on his enemies.
11 Let not an evil speaker be established in the earth: evil shall hunt the violent man to overthrow him.
Let not an evil speaker—literally, “A man of tongue.” That is, a man whom the tongue rules; a man of an unbridled
tongue; a man who does not control his tongue. See the notes at James 3:2-12.
Be established in the earth—Be successful or prosperous; let him not carry out his designs. It is not desirable that a
man should prosper in such purposes; and therefore, this is not a prayer of malignity, but of benevolence.
Evil shall hunt the violent man …—More literally, “A man of violence—a bad man—they shall hunt him down
speedily;” or, “let him be hunted down speedily. Let him who forms a project of violence and wrong—a bad man—be
hunted as the beasts of prey are, and let his destruction come quickly.” Margin, “Let him be hunted to his
overthrow.” But the explanation now given suits the connection, and is a literal expression of the sense of the original.
12 I know that the LORD will maintain the cause of the afflicted, and the right of the poor.
I know that the LORD will maintain the cause of the afflicted—See the notes at Ps. 9:4. The psalmist here doubtless
refers primarily to himself, as having a confident belief that the Lord would maintain “his” cause, or would defend
“him.” At the same time he makes the statement general, implying that what would be done to him would be done to
all in similar circumstances. The idea is that God, in all his attributes, in all his providential arrangements, in all his
interpositions on earth, would be found to be on the side of the oppressed, the afflicted, and the wronged. He has no
attribute that can take part with an oppressor or a wrong doer. The wicked cannot come to him with the belief that
he will be on their side: the righteous—the oppressed—the afflicted—can.
And the right of the poor—He will defend the right of the poor. Literally, “The judgment of the poor.” That which
will be just and right in their case.
13 Surely the righteous shall give thanks unto thy name: the upright shall dwell in thy presence.
Surely the righteous shall give thanks unto thy name—Unto thee.
(1) They will have occasion to do it;
(2) They will be disposed to do it.
They will not be unmindful of the favors conferred upon them; it will be a characteristic of them that they “will” be
thankful.
The upright shall dwell in thy presence—They shall be under thy protection; they shall be admitted to thy favor; they
shall dwell in thy dwelling-place.
(1) On earth they shall enjoy his favor—“as if” they abode with God.
(2) In heaven they will be permitted to dwell with him forever.
The general idea of the psalm is, that the poor, the persecuted, the afflicted, if righteous, shall enjoy the favor and
protection of God. God is on their side, and not on the side of the wicked who oppress them. But then, people “should
be righteous” in order that they may find the favor of God and dwell with him. There is no reason why a “poor”
wicked man should enjoy the favor of God anymore than why a “rich” wicked man should. It is not poverty or riches
that commend us to God; it is faith, and holiness, and love, and obedience, in the condition of life in which we are
placed, be it in a cottage or a palace.
The cause of the poor and the afflicted is of special interest to the Lord. He promises to uphold and comfort them
(41:1; 72:4; 109:31; Luke 4:18; 6:20).
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PSALM ONE HUNDRED FORTY ONE
The superscriptions to Psalms 141-145 attribute them to David. Psalm
We can see by verse 2 that Psalm 141 is an evening prayer for sanctification and protection. David asked that he not
speak against the Lord, or fall into alluring temptations of the wicked, but that he would be kept from the devices of the
wicked who would hear his song of testimony.
Prayer for Safekeeping from Wickedness
(Psalms 141:1) LORD, I cry out to You; Make haste to me! Give ear to my voice when I cry out to You.
Ch. 141 In this lament, David asks the Lord to hear him (vv. 1-2), to keep him from all ill-considered speech and actions (vv.
3-7), and to deliver him from his enemies (vv. 8-10).
141:1-2. David, comparing his prayer to the evening oblation at the sanctuary, called on the LORD to answer him
quickly. He wanted his prayer to be a sweet aroma to the Lord, similar to the incense in the evening sacrifice (around
3 P.M.) which would ascend and please the Lord. In the Book of Revelation incense appropriately pictured prayer.
Revelation 5:8
8
And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having
every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints.
Revelation 8:3-4
3
And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and there was given unto him much incense,
that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne.
4
And the smoke of the incense, which came with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of the angel's
hand.
(Psalms 141:2) Let my prayer be set before You as incense, The lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.
Lifting up his hands as a gesture in prayer is also mentioned in Psalms 28:2; 63:4; 134:2.
Psalm 134:2
2
Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, and bless the LORD.
Psalm 28:2
2
Hear the voice of my supplications, when I cry unto thee, when I lift up my hands toward thy holy oracle.
Psalm 63:4
4
Thus will I bless thee while I live: I will lift up my hands in thy name.
1 Tim 2:8
8
I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting.
The burning of incense is symbolic of the offering up of prayers .
Exodus 30:7-8
7
And Aaron shall burn thereon sweet incense every morning: when he dresseth the lamps, he shall burn incense upon
it.
8
And when Aaron lighteth the lamps at even, he shall burn incense upon it, a perpetual incense before the LORD
throughout your generations.
Luke 1:10
10
And the whole multitude of the people were praying without at the time of incense.
(Psalms 141:3) Set a guard, O LORD, over my mouth; Keep watch over the door of my lips.
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141:3-4. The substance of David’s evening prayer was that the LORD would direct his words and his actions aright. He
wanted God to set a guard at his lips to prevent wrong speech. Moreover, he desired that God preserve his heart (i.e., his
willful desires) from wicked allurements. Their delicacies refers to sensual luxuries procured by wicked activities .
Proverbs 4:17
For they eat the bread of wickedness, and drink the wine of violence.
(Psalms 141:4) Do not incline my heart to any evil thing, To practice wicked works With men who work iniquity; And do
not let me eat of their delicacies.
David prays for a godly separation from the words, thoughts, practices, and fellowship (do not let me eat of their delicacies)
of the ungodly.
(Psalms 141:5) Let the righteous strike me; It shall be a kindness. And let him rebuke me; It shall be as excellent oil; Let my
head not refuse it. For still my prayer is against the deeds of the wicked.
David welcomes reproof from the godly lest he be tempted to compromise with evil.
141:5-7. David would not resist the rebukes of the righteous—they in fact were like anointing oil, helpful and
refreshingBut his prayer was against… the wicked; he anticipated they would be utterly destroyed after they learned that his
words were correct.
Prov. 9:8b
Proverbs 15:31
31 The ear that heareth the reproof of life abideth among the wise.
Proverbs 17:10
10 A reproof entereth more into a wise man than an hundred stripes into a fool.
Proverbs 19:25
25 Smite a scorner, and the simple will beware: and reprove one that hath understanding, and he will understand
knowledge.
Proverbs 25:12
12 As an earring of gold, and an ornament of fine gold, so is a wise reprover upon an obedient ear.
(Psalms 141:6) Their judges are overthrown by the sides of the cliff, And they hear my words, for they are sweet.
When the leaders (judges) of the ungodly are judged and their bones have been scattered, then the ungodly will listen to
David.
(Psalms 141:7) Our bones are scattered at the mouth of the grave, As when one plows and breaks up the earth.
(Psalms 141:8) But my eyes are upon You, O GOD the Lord; In You I take refuge; Do not leave my soul destitute.
141:8-10. Along with David’s prayer to be preserved from the allurements of the wicked (vv. 3-7) is his request for
protection. He asserted his confidence in the LORD His Refuge and asked that he not be given over to death. This meant, he
prayed further, that God should deliver him from the wicked by letting their snares… traps, and nets catch them.
Psalm 140:5
5
The proud have hid a snare for me, and cords; they have spread a net by the wayside; they have set gins for me.
Selah.
Psalm 142:3
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3
When my spirit was overwhelmed within me, then thou knewest my path. In the way wherein I walked have they
privily laid a snare for me.
(Psalms 141:9) Keep me from the snares they have laid for me, And from the traps of the workers of iniquity.
(Psalms 141:10) Let the wicked fall into their own nets, While I escape safely.

PSALM ONE HUNDRED FORTY TWO
This psalm, also attributed to David, was written “when he was in the cave,” fleeing from Saul. The psalmist cried
to the Lord for help, for God was the only One he could depend on. David was utterly helpless before his enemies and no
one seemed to care for his life.
A Plea for Relief from Persecutors
(Psalms 142:1) I cry out to the LORD with my voice; With my voice to the LORD I make my supplication.
Ch. 142 The psalm consists of David's cry to the Lord (vv. 1-2), his complaint that his foes seek to kill him and that no one
cares (vv. 3-4), and his confidence in the Lord for deliverance (vv. 5-7). .
Perhaps the cave was that of Adullam (1 Sam. 22) or En-gedi (1 Sam. 24).
This is the last of eight psalms from the period of David's flight from Saul (the others being Pss. 34, 52, 54, 56, 57, 59, 63).
(Psalms 142:2) I pour out my complaint before Him; I declare before Him my trouble.
David, possibly addressing others with him, exclaimed that he cried out to the LORD
for mercy, voicing his complaint and his trouble.
(Psalms 142:3) When my spirit was overwhelmed within me, Then You knew my path. In the way in which I walk They
have secretly set a snare for me.
Addressing the Lord, David stated that God knew his way when his spirit weakened . Apparently under pressure he had
lost his fight for his resistance was weakened. The trouble arose from a trap (snare) laid for him by an enemy .
(Psalms 142:4) Look on my right hand and see, For there is no one who acknowledges me; Refuge has failed me; No one
cares for my soul.
He then called on God to look to his right (where normally someone would be standing to guard him) because he was
without refuge and support—no one cared for his life! His only hope was the Lord to whom he prayed.
(Psalms 142:5) I cried out to You, O LORD: I said, "You are my refuge, My portion in the land of the living.
When David cried to God he affirmed his confidence in Him: God was his safety and his life. God was his Portion, his
allotment, all he had.
Psalm 119:57
Thou art my portion, O LORD: I have said that I would keep thy words.
(Psalms 142:6) Attend to my cry, For I am brought very low; Deliver me from my persecutors, For they are stronger than I.
In his desperate situation, likened to a prison, he petitioned the Lord to rescue him from his strong enemies so he could then
praise God’s name (His revealed attributes) for what He had done.
(Psalms 142:7) Bring my soul out of prison, That I may praise Your name; The righteous shall surround me, For You
shall deal bountifully with me."
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prison. Not a jail, but the confinement and restriction involved in hiding from Saul.
"Prison" denotes the confinement experienced by David during his flight from Saul.
Also the righteous could then joyfully gather about him (lit., “crown themselves,” i.e., rejoice in triumph) because of
the Lord’s goodness in answering his prayer.
Psalm 116:12
What shall I render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward me?
PSALM ONE HUNDRED FORTY THREE
In this psalm the thought of David’s spirit fainting (vv. 4, 7) is developed from the previous psalm (142:3). Psalm 143 is
a prayer for deliverance and guidance. When the psalmist prayed for merciful relief from the wicked who oppressed him, he
acknowledged that no living man is righteous. He desired deliverance and guidance and found encouragement from
remembering God’s ways.
Psalm 142:3
When my spirit was overwhelmed within me, then thou knewest my path. In the way wherein I walked have they privily laid
a snare for me.
An Earnest Appeal for Guidance and Deliverance
(Psalms 143:1) Hear my prayer, O LORD, Give ear to my supplications! In Your faithfulness answer me, And in Your
righteousness.
Ch. 143 Here David appeals for mercy (vv. 1-2), laments his present distress (vv. 3-4), longs for blessings like those of the
past (vv. 5-6), and prays for deliverance, guidance, and vindication (vv. 7-12). A penitential psalm.
143:1-4. David called on the LORD for mercy and relief, based on God’s faithfulness and righteousness (cf. v. 11). In
contrast no human is righteous . David was acknowledging that his sufferings were partly punishment for sins, for he
desired that God not judge him.
His complaint is expressed in Psalm 143:3-4 specifically.
Ecc. 7:20
For there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not.
Rom 3:10
As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:
Rom 3:12
They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.

(Psalms 143:2) Do not enter into judgment with Your servant, For in Your sight no one living is righteous.
(Psalms 143:3) For the enemy has persecuted my soul; He has crushed my life to the ground; He has made me dwell in
darkness, Like those who have long been dead.
The enemy had attacked David and driven him out, so that he was in darkness
have been dead. His spirit grew weak from this oppression.

in gloom emotionally and might as well

(Psalms 143:4) Therefore my spirit is overwhelmed within me; My heart within me is distressed.
(Psalms 143:5) I remember the days of old; I meditate on all Your works; I muse on the work of Your hands.
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143:5-6. Yet David mustered confidence when he remembered the former days. His faith was rekindled and his spirit
strengthened when he recalled the mighty works of the Lord in the past. So he prayed eagerly for the Lord to meet the needs
of his hungry, thirsty heart. The image of parched land portrays his soul’s great spiritual need at that moment, that God
would come to his rescue.
(Psalms 143:6) I spread out my hands to You; My soul longs for You like a thirsty land. Selah
stretch out my hands

-

in prayer.

(Psalms 143:7) Answer me speedily, O LORD; My spirit fails! Do not hide Your face from me, Lest I be like those who go
down into the pit.
143:7. His confidence (v. 5) led to his petition for deliverance; he prayed for quick deliverance lest he in his weak spirit
go down to the pit
(a synonym for grave).
Asking God not to hide His face meant he did not want God to overlook him.
Psalm 102:2
Hide not thy face from me in the day when I am in trouble; incline thine ear unto me: in the day when I call answer me
speedily.
(Psalms 143:8) Cause me to hear Your lovingkindness in the morning, For in You do I trust; Cause me to know the way in
which I should walk, For I lift up my soul to You.
143:8-12. The prayer in verse 7 is detailed in verses 8-12.
First, he desired that the loyal love (h[esed{; cf. v. 11) of the LORD lead him in the way he should go (v. 8).
Second, he wanted to be rescued from his enemies (v. 9; cf. 140:1; 142:6).
Third, he wanted to be taught by the Spirit of God (143:10). And
fourth, David wanted to be preserved alive by God’s righteousness (cf. v. 1) and love (cf. v. 8) from his enemies (vv.
11-12
(Psalms 143:9) Deliver me, O LORD, from my enemies; In You I take shelter.
(Psalms 143:10) Teach me to do Your will, For You are my God; Your Spirit is good. Lead me in the land of uprightness.
(Psalms 143:11) Revive me, O LORD, for Your name's sake! For Your righteousness' sake bring my soul out of trouble.
Vs. 143:11-12 David prays that the Lord would revive him (i.e., preserve his life) on the basis of God's name, His
righteousness, and His lovingkindness.
(Psalms 143:12) In Your mercy cut off my enemies, And destroy all those who afflict my soul; For I am Your servant.
Each of these prayers was based solidly on his trust in the LORD. As God’s servant, David trusted in Him. Even though
he had sinned and was now in trouble, he was confident God would guide him to safety.
PSALM ONE HUNDRED FORTY FOUR
After blessing God for glorious deliverances in past battles, and marvelling that God took note of perishing people, King
David prayed for divine intervention in combat. He expressed confidence that because the Lord gives victory the nation
would experience peace and prosperity.
A Song to the LORD Who Perserves and Prospers His People
(Psalms 144:1) Blessed be the LORD my Rock, Who trains my hands for war, And my fingers for battle;
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This royal song may be outlined as follows:
praise for past victories (vv. 1-4),
petition for present deliverance (vv. 5-11),
a picture of future blessings (vv. 12-15).
David praised the LORD for having subdued people under him. In this praise he used several expressions to portray the
fact that the Lord enabled him to win victories. The Lord had taught him how to fight, and God was his Rock, his Fortress
(mes[u=d{a=h;), his Stronghold (mis8gob{;), his Deliverer , and his Shield. These all stress the protection and deliverance
given David while God was solidifying the empire under him.
(Psalms 144:2) My lovingkindness and my fortress, My high tower and my deliverer, My shield and the One in whom I
take refuge, Who subdues my people under me.
Adam - mankind
Enosh - frail man
(Psalms 144:3) LORD, what is man, that You take knowledge of him? Or the son of man, that You are mindful of him?
144:3-4. Having praised the nature of God, David then voiced his petition for victory in battle (vv. 3-11). The thought
that God would subdue anyone under him caused him to marvel at the possibility of God’s intervention on man’s behalf.
Since man is like a vapor (heb{el;) that vanishes away and a shadow that is soon gone why would God stoop to help him?
Ecc. 1:2
Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity of vanities; all is vanity.
Psalm 62:9
Surely men of low degree are vanity, and men of high degree are a lie: to be laid in the balance, they are altogether lighter
than vanity.
Adam
symbolic of life
cease to exist
(Psalms 144:4) Man is like a breath; His days are like a passing
shadow.
Job 8:9
(For we are but of yesterday, and know nothing, because our days upon earth are a shadow:)
(Psalms 144:5) Bow down Your heavens, O LORD, and come down; Touch the mountains, and they shall smoke.
Be angry
144:5-8. But since God did care for him, he prayed for divine intervention in the war. He desired that the LORD would
descend in glorious power. Even God’s touching the mountains would cause them to smoke from the fires of burning trees.
David asked the Lord to use lightning (His arrows;) to scatter the enemies. By this gracious intervention he hoped to be
delivered from his enemies who were as strong as mighty waters and who were deceitful .
direct - shalach
(Psalms 144:6) Flash forth lightning and scatter them; Shoot out Your arrows and destroy them.
Confuse
send
a high place set me free-Patsah
save me
(Psalms 144:7) Stretch out Your hand from above; Rescue me and deliver me out of great waters, From the hand of
foreigners,
Mayim-danger
strange children

(Psalms 144:8) Whose mouth speaks vain words, And whose right hand is a right hand of falsehood.
deceit
David's enemies affirmed fidelity by raising or offering their right hand but practiced treachery.
A new lyric
Asor
testimony
(Psalms 144:9) I will sing a new song to You, O God; On a harp of
ten strings I will sing praises to You,
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David immediately broke out in a declaration of his confidence. He vowed to praise the Lord with a new song for
delivering him from the deadly sword. Then he repeated his prayer for deliverance from his enemies, whom he described in
words nearly identical to those in 144:7b-8.
deliverance
separates
ebed
(Psalms 144:10) The One who gives salvation to kings,Who delivers David His servant From the deadly sword.
Hurtful
See verses 7
and 8
(Psalms 144:11) Rescue me and deliver me from the hand of foreigners, Whose mouth speaks lying words, And whose
right hand is a right hand of falsehood;
their
deception
(Psalms 144:12) That our sons may be as plants grown up in their youth; That our daughters may be as pillars,
Sculptured in palace style;
corner stone
carved in the pattern of a palace(sanctuary)
This picture of peace and prosperity involved vigorous sons, dependable daughters, full barns, healthy animals, and God's
presence.
. Because the Lord would rescue His servant the king, the land would enjoy great benefits.
First, the subjects of the king would greatly prosper, like growing plants and exquisitely carved palace pillars (v. 12).
Second, the nation would prosper economically—with barns full of crops and with numerous sheep and oxen (v. 13).
Third, the people would be blessed with peace (v. 14).
(Psalms 144:13) That our barns may be full, Supplying all kinds of produce; That our sheep may bring forth thousands And
ten thousands in our fields;
(Psalms 144:14) That our oxen may be well-laden; That there be no breaking in or going out; That there be no outcry in our
streets.
(Psalms 144:15) Happy are the people who are in such a state; Happy are the people whose God is the LORD!
So David concluded that any people whose God is the LORD will be blessed. This royal psalm shows that divine
intervention in a holy war on behalf of the Lord’s anointed brings peace and prosperity.
PSALM ONE HUNDRED FORTY FIVE
An Acrostic Psalm
An alphabetic acrostic psalm, each verse beginning with a successive letter of the Hebrew alphabet, except for the letter
nun, missing between verses 13 and 14 (though found in the LXX and in a text from Qumran, and included in the NIV).
This is the only psalm entitled "A Praise." "Praise" will be the dominant theme of Ps. 145-150; more so, in fact, than
in any other section of the Psalter. Indeed the word "praise" occurs 46 times in these six psalms.
In Psalm 145 David praised the Lord for His mighty acts which are told from one generation to another, for His gracious
provision of an everlasting kingdom, and for the manner in which He responds to those who love Him.
A Song of God's Majesty and Love
(Psalms 145:1) I will extol You, my God, O King; And I will bless Your name forever and ever.
145:1-3. David vowed to praise the Lord His King (cf. 149:2) and His name (His revealed attributes) every day
because He is great.
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Ch. 145 This hymn of praise begins with a vow to praise God (vv. 1-2) for His greatness, about which one generation tells
the next (vv. 3-7); it continues with praise for the Lord's attributes (vv. 8-10), His everlasting kingdom (vv. 11-13), His
providential mercies (vv. 14-16), and His righteous ways (vv. 17-20); it closes with a renewed resolve to praise the Lord (v.
21).
(Psalms 145:2) Every day I will bless You, And I will praise Your name forever and ever.
(Psalms 145:3) Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; And His greatness is unsearchable.
The greatness of the LORD is unfathomable; no one has plumbed its depths.
(Psalms 145:4) One generation shall praise Your works to another, And shall declare Your mighty acts.
145:4-7. David told how great God’s acts have been, which will be declared from generation to generation.
Believers tell of the splendor (cf. v. 12 and comments on 29:2) of His majesty… speak of His works… meditate on them,
sing of them, and celebrate them and His goodness.
(Psalms 145:5) I will meditate on the glorious splendor of Your majesty, And on Your wondrous works.
(Psalms 145:6) Men shall speak of the might of Your awesome acts, And I will declare Your greatness.
(Psalms 145:7) They shall utter the memory of Your great goodness, And shall sing of Your righteousness.
(Psalms 145:8) The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, Slow to anger and great in mercy.
145:8-10. David then wrote of the marvelous nature of God, affirming that He is gracious and compassionate (cf.
111:4), slow to anger, and full of loyal love (the identical statement, in Heb., is given in Ex. 34:6; Neh. 9:17; Pss. 86:15;
103:8; Joel 2:13; Jonah 4:2). Because God is good and compassionate to all, all His works and His saints praise Him.
(Psalms 145:9) The LORD is good to all, And His tender mercies are over all His works.
(Psalms 145:10) All Your works shall praise You, O LORD, And Your saints shall bless You.
(Psalms 145:11) They shall speak of the glory of Your kingdom, And talk of Your power,
145:11-13a. The saints’ praise (v. 10) would include their gratitude for His kingdom. From generation to
generation people will tell of God’s kingdom… might… mighty acts, and how His kingdom… endures through all
generations (cf. Dan. 4:3, 34).
(Psalms 145:12) To make known to the sons of men His mighty acts, And the glorious majesty of His kingdom.
(Psalms 145:13) Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, And Your dominion endures throughout all generations.
145:13b-16. David then instructed the congregation on the Lord’s grace and mercy to man. He is faithful to all His
promises, He uplifts those who fall, He provides food for all (cf. 111:5; 132:15; 136:25; 146:7), and He satisfies their
desires (cf. 145:19). These are the characteristics of the One whose dominion is everlasting (v. 13), which is why He is
called faithful.
(Psalms 145:14) The LORD upholds all who fall, And raises up all who are bowed down.
(Psalms 145:15) The eyes of all look expectantly to You, And You give them their food in due season.
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(Psalms 145:16) You open Your hand And satisfy the desire of every living thing.
(Psalms 145:17) The LORD is righteous in all His ways, Gracious in all His works.
145:17-21. David extolled the LORD for being righteous and loving. (On all He has made; cf. vv. 9-10, 13.) Therefore
God answers the prayers of the needy—those who fear Him and love Him—when they call to Him. Therefore all should
praise His… name (v. 21; cf. v. 1). Once again God’s greatness and grace are reasons for praise.
(Psalms 145:18) The LORD is near to all who call upon Him, To all who call upon Him in truth.
(Psalms 145:19) He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him; He also will hear their cry and save them.
(Psalms 145:20) The LORD preserves all who love Him, But all the wicked He will destroy.
(Psalms 145:21) My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD, And all flesh shall bless His holy name Forever and ever.
PSALM ONE HUNDRED FORTY SIX
A PSALM OF ADORATION
Praise for the greatness and the grace of God is the subject of this psalm as well as of Psalm 145 and others. Here
the psalmist vowed to praise God all his life because the One who made the heavens and the earth is faithful and just
to the oppressed of the earth.
The Happiness of Those Whose Help Is the LORD
see verse 10
(Psalms 146:1) Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul!
This first of five joyous hymns of praise that close the Psalter, each beginning and ending with Praise the LORD (Heb.,
Hallelujah), opens with a call to praise (vv. 1-5) and lists the causes for praise as the greatness of God (v. 6) and the
graciousness of God (vv. 7-10).
146:1-2. After the initial Praise the LORD (halelu=-ya4h; cf. v. 10), which begins and ends each of Psalms 146-150, the
psalmist vowed to praise the LORD all his life.
The last five psalms of the psalter 146 to 150 all begin and end with "Praise the Lord," which translates the Hebrew
hallelujah.
(Psalms 146:2) While I live I will praise the LORD; I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
(Psalms 146:3) Do not put your trust in princes, Nor in a son of man, in whom there is no help.
Princes.

Influential people who are in reality mortal.

146:3-4. The psalmist instructed the congregation to put their trust in the One who is infinitely more powerful than mortal
man, who cannot save.
(Psalms 146:4) His spirit departs, he returns to his earth; In that very day his plans perish.
A person’s plans die with him. At death the spirit of man departs and the body returns to dust. So one who trusts in man
will have no reason for praising.
Ecc.3:20
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All go unto one place; all are of the dust, and all turn to dust again.
(Psalms 146:5) Happy is he who has the God of Jacob for his help, Whose hope is in the LORD his God,
146:5-6. In contrast with the warning not to trust in man (v. 3) the psalmist blessed anyone who trusts in the sovereign
LORD… God, his help and hope. This One, he explained, is the Maker of heaven and earth, because He is the LORD of
Creation He remains faithful.
(Psalms 146:6) Who made heaven and earth, The sea, and all that is in them; Who keeps truth forever,
Who meets the need of His people
(Psalms 146:7) Who executes justice for the oppressed, Who gives food to the hungry. The LORD gives freedom to the
prisoners.
146:7-9. The idea of God’s faithfulness (v. 6) suggested to the psalmist many ways in which the Lord is gracious and
righteous to people. He helps the oppressed… gives food to the hungry , releases prisoners… gives sight to… blind people,
raises up the defeated, loves the righteous, protects the sojourner, and leads the orphan and widow to security. But, because
He is just, He also leads the wicked away into frustration.
(Psalms 146:8) The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; The LORD raises those who are bowed down; The LORD loves the
righteous.
The justice of God not only affects for good the groups of verses 7-9a but also frustrates the wicked (v. 9b).
(Psalms 146:9) The LORD watches over the strangers; He relieves the fatherless and widow; But the way of the wicked He
turns upside down.
(Psalms 146:10) The LORD shall reign forever; Your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the LORD!
146:10. The psalmist concluded that the LORD reigns forever. As the eternal Ruler, He is sovereign (146:6), gracious
(vv. 7-9b), and just (v. 9c). So He merits the closing Praise the LORD (halelu=-ya4h
PSALM ONE HUNDRED FORTY SEVEN
The psalmist praised the Lord God for His greatness in sustaining all Creation, and for His grace in healing afflicted
believers and giving them His Word. He called the congregation to join him in praise for they too received His many
benefits. God is to be praised for His grace and His greatness.
Praise to God for His Word and Providence
(Psalms 147:1) Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God; For it is pleasant, and praise is beautiful.
147:1. After exclaiming halelu=-ya4h (Praise the LORD; the psalmist stated how good it is to… praise the One who is most
praiseworthy. It is pleasant and fitting.
Ch. 147 This hymn contains three stanzas, each beginning with a call to praise followed by the causes for praise.
The first (vv. 1-6) calls for praise because of God's grace to Jerusalem (vv. 2-3) and greatness in creation (vv. 4-6);
the second (vv. 7-11) because of His greatness in creation (vv. 8-9) and grace to those who trust Him (vv. 10-11);
the third (vv. 12-20) because He preserves Jerusalem (vv. 13-14) and gives His Word to man (vv. 15-20).
(Psalms 147:2) The LORD builds up Jerusalem; He gathers together the outcasts of Israel.
147:2-3. In His grace the LORD built up Jerusalem again after the Exile. This rebuilding shows that He is the God who
heals the brokenhearted. Those who repent and turn to Him are healed and restored.
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The Lord's care for His people (vv. 2-3) is guaranteed by His omnipotence (vv. 4-5).
(Psalms 147:3) He heals the brokenhearted And binds up their wounds.
(Psalms 147:4) He counts the number of the stars; He calls them all by name.
147:4-6. God’s greatness is seen in His sustaining power in the universe He created . He knows each of the myriads of
stars (cf. Isa. 40:26).
Isaiah 40:26
26
Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created these things, that bringeth out their host by number: he
calleth them all by names by the greatness of his might, for that he is strong in power; not one faileth.
(Psalms 147:5) Great is our Lord, and mighty in power; His understanding is infinite.
Yet the One who has so much power and understanding (cf. Isa. 40:28) sustains the humble in the face of opposition. This
too displays His grace.
Isaiah 40:28
28
Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth,
fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his understanding.
(Psalms 147:6) The LORD lifts up the humble; He casts the wicked down to the ground.
(Psalms 147:7) Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; Sing praises on the harp to our God,
147:7-9. In a second cycle of praise, the psalmist told everyone to praise God musically. He should be praised because
of His greatness in Creation (cf. vv. 4-5, 15-18). With rain and food He sustains plant and animal life (on ravens, see
comments on Job 38:41).
(Psalms 147:8) Who covers the heavens with clouds, Who prepares rain for the earth, Who makes grass to grow on the
mountains.
(Psalms 147:9) He gives to the beast its food, And to the young ravens that cry.
(Psalms 147:10) He does not delight in the strength of the horse; He takes no pleasure in the legs of a man.
not in the mighty but in anyone who trusts Him. This is more evidence of His grace
(Psalms 147:11) The LORD takes pleasure in those who fear Him, In those who hope in His mercy.
Vs. 147:10-11 The Lord does not take delight in physical strength but in reverential trust.
Hosea 2:19
And I will betroth thee unto me for ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in
lovingkindness, and in mercies.
(Psalms 147:12) Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem! Praise your God, O Zion!
147:12-14. In a third round of praise (vv. 12-20) the psalmist called on Jerusalem to praise the One who gave them
security, peace, and the finest of wheat, all further evidences of His grace.
(Psalms 147:13) For He has strengthened the bars of your gates; He has blessed your children within you.
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(Psalms 147:14) He makes peace in your borders, And fills you with the finest wheat.
(Psalms 147:15) He sends out His command to the earth; His word runs very swiftly.
147:15-20. In His greatness His word operates in the earth (v. 15) and by His word He controls nature, including
sending snow… frost.… hail.… icy winds, and breezes (vv. 16-18). The greatest display of grace from this great and
powerful God to Israel, however, was that He gave His Word, His revelation, to her and to no other nation.
So the writer summoned praise for the gracious and great Lord of Creation who heals and reveals. The psalm closes with
halelu=-ya4h (Praise the LORD; cf. v. 1).
(Psalms 147:16) He gives snow like wool; He scatters the frost like ashes;
Vs. 147:15-20 His Word commands the forces of nature (vv. 15-18), but particularly communicated His laws to Israel, thus
distinguishing her from all other nations (vv. 19-20).
(Psalms 147:17) He casts out His hail like morsels; Who can stand before His cold?
(Psalms 147:18) He sends out His word and melts them; He causes His wind to blow, and the waters flow.
(Psalms 147:19) He declares His word to Jacob, His statutes and His judgments to Israel.
(Psalms 147:20) He has not dealt thus with any nation; And as for His judgments, they have not known them. Praise the
LORD!
Psalms 147:20: The Jew, according to Paul in Rom. 3, does enjoy certain advantages, the foremost being the fact that to him
was entrusted the sacred Scripture.
Romans 3:2
Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the oracles of God.
PSALM ONE HUNDRED FORTY EIGHT
The psalmist called all of heaven and its hosts to praise the Lord because He has established them by decree. And he
called the earth to praise His glorious name because He had exalted Israel.
(Psalms 148:1) Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens; Praise Him in the heights!
Ch. 148 The psalmist calls on the heavens (vv. 1-6) and the earth (vv. 7-14) to praise the Lord.
148:1-4. After he exclaimed Praise the LORD (halelu=-ya4h )the psalmist summoned all creation above the earth to praise
the LORD. The heavens—the sun… moon… stars, and elements of nature in the heavens (waters above the skies)—were all
personified as capable of worshiping the Lord. The angels in the heavens were also called on to praise Him.
(Psalms 148:2) Praise Him, all His angels; Praise Him, all His hosts!
hosts.

Apparently a reference to angels.

(Psalms 148:3) Praise Him, sun and moon; Praise Him, all stars of light!
(Psalms 148:4) Praise Him, highest heavens, And the waters that are above the heavens!
Psalms 148:4: highest heavens. Plurality of heavens may be hinted at
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2 Cor. 12:2.
I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot
tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven.

(Psalms 148:5) Let them praise the name of the LORD, For He commanded and they were created.

148:5-6. All Creation should praise… the LORD because He created it all by His command and has established it all by
His decree. His word is powerful and is sure and abiding.
(Psalms 148:6) He has also established them forever and ever; He has made a decree which will not pass away.
(Psalms 148:7) Praise the LORD from the earth, Sea monsters and all deeps;
148:7-12. The psalmist summoned all earthly hosts to praise the LORD. Sea creatures, elements of nature
mountains… hills… trees, animal life, rulers, and peoples of various ages should praise the Lord.
(Psalms 148:8) Fire and hail, snow and clouds; Stormy wind, fulfilling His word;
(Psalms 148:9) Mountains and all hills; Fruit trees and all cedars;
(Psalms 148:10) Beasts and all cattle; Creeping things and winged fowl;
(Psalms 148:11) Kings of the earth and all peoples; Princes and all judges of the earth;
(Psalms 148:12) Both young men and virgins; Old men and children.
(Psalms 148:13) Let them praise the name of the LORD, For His name alone is exalted; His glory is above earth and
heaven.
148:13-14. One reason they should praise is that His name is glorious. As Creator, His own splendor is greater than that
of all His Creation.
So again the psalmist summoned the people’s praise (halelu=-ya4h; cf. v. 1) for God’s word and His work in Israel.
(Psalms 148:14) And He has lifted up a horn for His people, Praise for all His godly ones; Even for the sons of Israel, a
people near to Him. Praise the LORD!
Also He had raised up… a horn (a strong one, i.e., a king; for His beloved Israel.
horn.

Strength.
PSALM ONE HUNDRED FORTY NINE

The psalmist invited Israel to sing praises to the Lord who gives salvation to the meek and enabled His people to execute
vengeance on the nations.
Praise to God for His Salvation and Judgment
Notice this Psalm begins with Praise the LORD and ends with the same in the last verse
(Psalms 149:1) Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song, And His praise in the assembly of saints.
Chaciyd – faithful ones
Ch. 149 This hymn is a summons to praise (vv. 1-4) and a song of triumph (vv. 5-9).
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(Psalms 149:2) Let Israel rejoice in their Maker; Let the children of Zion be joyful in their King.
149:1-3. After exclaiming Praise the LORD (halelu=-ya4h; cf. v. 9 and comments on 104:35; and comments on 146:1), the
psalmist called Israel to praise the LORD by singing a new song (cf. 33:3; 40:3; 96:1; 98:1; 144:9; 149:1) in the assembly.
Rejoicing in Him, their Maker (cf. 95:6) and King (cf. 145:1), they should praise Him with song, dancing (cf. 150:4), and
musical instruments. Their whole beings should enter into the praise.
Psalm 33:3
3 Sing unto him a new song; play skilfully with a loud noise.
Psalm 40:3
3 And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God: many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in
the LORD.
Psalm 96:1
1 O sing unto the LORD a new song: sing unto the LORD, all the earth.
Psalm 98:1
1 O sing unto the LORD a new song; for he hath done marvellous things: his right hand, and his holy arm, hath gotten
him the victory.

Psalm 144:9
9 I will sing a new song unto thee, O God: upon a psaltery and an instrument of ten strings will I sing praises unto
thee.
Psalm 149:1
1 Praise ye the LORD. Sing unto the LORD a new song, and his praise in the congregation of saints.
Psalm 95:6
6 O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the LORD our maker.
Psalm 145:1
1
I will extol thee, my God, O king; and I will bless thy name for ever and ever.
Psalm 150:4
4
Praise him with the timbrel and dance: praise him with stringed instruments and organs.
(Psalms 149:3) Let them praise His name with the dance; Let them sing praises to Him with the timbrel and harp.
Dancing. In the OT, whirling motion done by a single individual or by a large group, not by couples
2 Sam. 6:16
And as the ark of the LORD came into the city of David, Michal Saul's daughter looked through a window, and saw king
David leaping and dancing before the LORD; and she despised him in her heart.
timbrel, harp Probably a zither or lyre
‘am
(Psalms 149:4) For the LORD takes pleasure in His people; He will beautify the humble with salvation.

149:4-5. The Lord’s people should praise Him because He takes pleasure in them and gives them salvation. For
this they should rejoice and sing even when resting.
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chaciyd
(Psalms 149:5) Let the saints be joyful in glory; Let them sing aloud on their beds.
(Psalms 149:6) Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, And a two-edged sword in their hand,
In their mouth Lit. <in their throat>
Vs. 149:6-9 These verses look forward to the subjugation of the nations at the establishment of Christ's millennial kingdom.
Micah 5:2
But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto
me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.
(Psalms 149:7) To execute vengeance on the nations, And punishments on the peoples;

149:6-9. The psalmist then called on Israel to take the praise of God… in their mouths and a sword in their hands to
execute God’s justice on the wicked. Israel was being encouraged to put down evil antagonism against the Lord and His
anointed. Then praise was again summoned to the LORD (halelu=-ya4h; cf. v. 1).
(Psalms 149:8) To bind their kings with chains, And their nobles with fetters of iron;
(Psalms 149:9) To execute on them the written judgment; This honor have all His saints. Praise the LORD!

PSALM ONE HUNDRED FIFTY
Because of God’s mighty excellence in His works, the psalmist called for praise to be rendered in the sanctuary
with all kinds of musical instruments.
Let All Things Praise the LORD
(Psalms 150:1) Praise the LORD! Praise God in His sanctuary; Praise Him in His mighty firmament!
150:1. After again exclaiming halelu=-ya4h , the psalmist called for praise to be given in the sanctuary (lit., “holy place,”
probably referring here to heaven, God’s dwelling place; and in God’s heavens.
Praise the LORD begins in verse one and ends in verse six.
This psalm serves both as a doxology to Book V and as an appropriate conclusion to the entire Psalter
There are 9 Praise Hims in verses 1 through 6
(Psalms 150:2) Praise Him for His mighty acts; Praise Him according to His excellent greatness!
150:2. This praise (v. 1) is called for because of His mighty excellence in the things He does.
(Psalms 150:3) Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet; Praise Him with the lute and harp!
Psalms 150:3: (vv. 3-5) It is obvious from this list of instruments that the religious music of ancient Israel was both loud and
rhythmic. Music was an important part of both O.T. and N.T. worship, and the same ought to be true in the church today.
Ephesians 5:19
Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;
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Col 3:16
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
(Psalms 150:4) Praise Him with the timbrel and dance; Praise Him with stringed instruments and flutes!
150:3-5. Praise is to be given with musical instruments (including trumpets, harps, lyres, tambourines, stringed
instruments, flutes, and cymbals), and with dancing
(Psalms 150:5) Praise Him with loud cymbals; Praise Him with clashing cymbals!
(Psalms 150:6) Let everything that has breath praise the LORD. Praise the LORD!
150:6. Appropriately the last verse of the Psalter includes a call for every living thing that has breath to praise the LORD.
Then the Book of Psalms closes with a final halelu=-ya4h (Praise the LORD; the same as in verse one)
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