
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
 
 
 
Slow Walking For Our Children 
  
If you have followed the referendum effort to overturn the California bathroom law over the last thirteen 
months, you have probably noticed that sometimes we are running fast and sometimes we walk slowly.   
  
In August of 2013, Governor Brown signed the law that declared that K-12 public school students could 
choose which bathroom and locker room they would use based not on sexual reality, but on their self 
assessed sexual identity.  And with that signature, opponents of the new law had a mere 90 days to 
collect over 500,000 valid signatures to qualify a referendum allowing the voters to reject the law before 
it was scheduled to take effect.   
  
With your help, we sprinted to collect and deliver approximately 620,000 signatures. 
  
Then everything seemed to go into slow motion as we waited for the counties to validate and count the 
submitted signatures.  There was one flurry of activity during that time as we were forced to take the 
Secretary of State to court when she wrongly refused to count signatures in two counties.  We shared with 
you the outrageous facts where in one county the signatures were delivered timely but "returned to 
sender" by manipulative staff.  The court quickly ordered the Secretary of State to count the signatures in 
both of these counties. 
  
But when the full count for all 58 counties came in, there was clearly more game playing.  The Secretary 
of State announced that more than 1 in 5 of those signatures were not valid, making us slightly short of 
the necessary number of signatures.  And we went back to court.  The slow process got even slower. 
Judging by the obstacles thrown in front of the attorneys representing Privacy For All Students, a slow 
process is exactly what our opponents wanted.   
  
Those who favored the bathroom law thought we would give up or run out of money if they just kept 
objecting and refused to give us the documents we need to prove that many of the rejected signatures 
are valid. 
  
But walk or run, we plan to keep fighting until every valid signature is counted and the voters of 
California are allowed to vote down this misguided law. 
  
Where are we now?  The PFAS attorneys will be back in court on Friday as they continue to build the case 
that more than enough valid signatures were submitted. And our attorneys were just awarded attorney's 
fees from the last successful suit against the Secretary of State, partially offsetting the huge costs in a 
long battle like this. 
  
Bear with us while we slow walk through the legal process.  And keep thinking of that day when we can 
sprint to the polls to vote to overturn the bathroom law. 
  
Karen England 
Co-Chair  
Privacy For All Students 


